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Acerca de este libro 


Esta es una copia digital de un libro que, durante generaciones, se ha conservado en las estanterias de una biblioteca, hasta que Google ha decidido 
escanearlo como parte de un proyecto que pretende que sea posible descubrir en linea libros de todo el mundo. 


Ha sobrevivido tantos años como para que los derechos de autor hayan expirado y el libro pase a ser de dominio público. El que un libro sea de 
dominio publico significa que nunca ha estado protegido por derechos de autor, o bien que el periodo legal de estos derechos ya ha expirado. Es 
posible que una misma obra sea de dominio público en unos paises у, sin embargo, no lo sea en otros. Los libros de dominio público son nuestras 
puertas hacia el pasado, suponen un patrimonio histórico, cultural у de conocimientos que, a menudo, resulta dificil de descubrir. 


Todas las anotaciones, marcas у otras señales en los márgenes que estén presentes en el volumen original aparecerán también en este archivo como 
testimonio del largo viaje que el libro ha recorrido desde el editor hasta la biblioteca y, finalmente, hasta usted. 


Normas de uso 


Google se enorgullece de poder colaborar con distintas bibliotecas para digitalizar los materiales de dominio público a fin de hacerlos accesibles 
a todo el mundo. Los libros de dominio publico son patrimonio de todos, nosotros somos sus humildes guardianes. No obstante, se trata de un 
trabajo caro. Por este motivo, y para poder ofrecer este recurso, hemos tomado medidas para evitar que se produzca un abuso por parte de terceros 
con fines comerciales, y hemos incluido restricciones técnicas sobre las solicitudes automatizadas. 


Asimismo, le pedimos que: 


+ Haga un uso exclusivamente no comercial de estos archivos Hemos diseñado la Búsqueda de libros de Google para el uso de particulares; 
como tal, le pedimos que utilice estos archivos con fines personales, y no comerciales. 


+ No envíe solicitudes automatizadas Por favor, no envíe solicitudes automatizadas de ningún tipo al sistema de Google. Si esta llevando a 
cabo una investigación sobre traducción automática, reconocimiento óptico de caracteres u otros campos рага los que resulte util disfrutar 
de acceso a una gran cantidad de texto, por favor, envienos un mensaje. Fomentamos el uso de materiales de dominio publico con estos 
propósitos y seguro que podremos ayudarle. 


+ Conserve la atribución La filigrana de Google que verá en todos los archivos es fundamental para informar a los usuarios sobre este proyecto 
y ayudarles a encontrar materiales adicionales en la Búsqueda de libros de Google. Por favor, no la elimine. 


+ Manténgase siempre dentro de la legalidad Sea cual sea el uso que haga de estos materiales, recuerde que es responsable de asegurarse de 
que todo lo que hace es legal. No dé por sentado que, por el hecho de que una obra se considere de dominio público para los usuarios de 
los Estados Unidos, lo será también para los usuarios de otros países. La legislación sobre derechos de autor varía de un país a otro, y no 
podemos facilitar información sobre si está permitido un uso específico de algún libro. Por favor, no suponga que la aparición de un libro en 
nuestro programa significa que se puede utilizar de igual manera en todo el mundo. La responsabilidad ante la infracción de los derechos de 
autor puede ser muy grave. 


Acerca de la Búsqueda de libros de Google 


El objetivo de Google consiste en organizar información procedente de todo el mundo y hacerla accesible y útil de forma universal. El programa de 
Búsqueda de libros de Google ayuda a los lectores a descubrir los libros de todo el mundo a la vez que ayuda a autores y editores a llegar a nuevas 


audiencias. Podrá realizar búsquedas en el texto completo de este libro en la web, en la paginajhttp: //books.google.com 


This is a reproduction of a library book that was digitized 
by Google as part of an ongoing effort to preserve the 
information in books and make it universally accessible. 
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PREFACE, 


TELEGRAPHERS OF TO-DAY is a book intended only to place before 
its readers the pictures and biographical sketches of those who are at present 
prominent in telegraphic walks of life, or who have been during the past fifty 
years. That the book will prove a desirable souvenir of the fiftieth anniversary 
of the telegraph, we do not doubt. No one can appreciate the difficulties in 
the prosecution of the work so well as ourselves, but we are content in the 
consciousness that we have produced a book well worthy of the occasion. A 
work of this character is necessarily pioneer work and, as such, it required an 
unusual amount of explanation and correspondence to properly inform those 
whose pictures are herewith given, what the scope and character of the work 
would be. The illustrations are схасі reproductions of the photographs given 
us, while the data regarding the subjects is accurate. 

In the production of this book the author and compiler is indebted to the 
pages of the “ Telegraph in America ” for data, as well as to Mr. John F. 


Shorey, Mr. Wm. J. Dealy, and Wm. H. Baker, of New York, for valuable 


assistance. 


JOHN B. TALTAVALL. 


New York, September, 1894. 
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PART ONE. 


THE FOLLOWING PAGES ARE DEVOTED TO THE INTERESTS OF THOSE REPRESENTING THE 


WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH COMPANY. 


THE WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH COMPANY'S MAIN OFFICE, 
NEW YORK. 


The main operating room is located on the 
eighth floor and the overflow, including the Com- 
mercial News and Wheatstone departments and 
Race Bureau occupy the seventh floor. The 
dimensions of each of these floors are 75x200 feet. 
The building is ten stories high. The receiving, 
delivery, money order, cashier and other depart- 
ments are located in the basement. The executive 
offices are on the sixth floor. There are thirteen 
hundred employes in the operating department 
and about 250 in the executive and other depart- 
ments. 


The Western Union Telegraph Building at 
Chicago, IH, is 217 feet long by 5o feet wide. 
There are two floors devoted to the operating 
department. The main operating room is on the 
ninth floor with dimensions of 44x 210 feet with a 
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23 foot ceiling. The second and smaller operating 
room measures 44 х 153. The ground floor in 
which the receiving and other departments are 
located measures 44 x 210 feet. The various de- 
partments of the company occupy the entire 8th, 
oth, roth and rith floors of the building. There 
were 907 employes on the pay roll April 1, 1894, 
all employed in the main and executive offices. 
Twenty-two hundred wires enter the building. 


THE WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH COMPANY'S MAIN OFFICE, 
CHICAGO, ILL, 


THOMAS T. ECKERT, 


PRESIDENT WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH COMPANY, NEW YORK. 


12 


Tuomas Тномрѕом Eckert, President of the 
Western Union Telegraph Company, New York, 
was born April 23, 1825, in St. Clairsville, Ohio. 
He learned the telegraph art in 1848, and the fol- 
lowing year, having been appointed postmaster at 
Wooster, O., opened the first postal telegraph ser- 
vice by receiving the Wade wire into his office, 
and uniting the duties of postmaster and operator. 
J. Е. Wallick was his assistant. J. Н. Wade, now 
deceased, was at that time building telegraph lines 
westward, with Dennis Doren as his chief of con- 
struction. He saw in young Eckert’s aggressive 
vigor and industry a man he needed. Without 
much hesitation he offered to him the superintend- 
ency of the Union Telegraph lines then being ex- 
tended from Pittsburgh, Pa., by way of the Fort 
Wayne and Chicago Railroad to Chicago. The 
Union Telegraph lines were operated in connec- 
tion with the Wade, Speed and Cornell lines, then 
somewhat extensively throughout the Northwest. 
They were of the gossamer order, and all needed 
whatever support an earnest man could give them. 

Mr. Wade having identified himself with the 
Western Union Telegraph Company soon after 
its formation, his lines one by one were absorbed 
thereby. Superintendent Eckert thus came into 
the service of the company over which in later 
years he was to become the managing head. In 
his new relations he became soon known for his 
energy, good judgment, and capacity for labor. 
Yet in 1859, he resigned, and went to superintend 
the affairs of a gold mining company in Mont- 
gomery County, N. C. Here he remained until 
the breaking out of the war, in 1861, when he re- 
turned north, and resided in Cincinnati, O. 

He was not long permitted to be idle. А few 
months after his return to Ohio, Colonel Thomas 
A. Scott, Assistant Secretary of War, called him to 
Washington, where he was placed in charge of the 
military telegraphs at the headquarters of General 
McClellan. In 1862 he accompanied General Mc- 
Clellan to the Peninsula as superintendent of the 
Military Telegraph Department of the Potomac, 
with the rank of Captain and Assistant Quarter- 
master. In September of the same year he was 
called to Washington to establish the military 
telegraph headquarters in the War Department 
buildings, and was promoted to be Major and As- 
sistant Quartermaster. 

In this service Major Eckert was thoroughly at 
home. His duties placed him in the most intimate 
relations with President Lincoln and Secretary of 
War Stanton, by both of whom he was highly 
trusted and esteemed. An evidence of this con- 
fidence was shown by his appointment, at a very 
delicate stage of the war, to meet the leaders of the 
Southern Confederacy at City Point, in January, 


1865, a mission which he performed with discre- 
tion, intelligence and fidelity. It was not the only 
service thus discreetly and successfully rendered 
during the long night of the nation’s peril. 

It is one of the unwritten facts connected with 
that period that General Eckert, on his way back 
from City Point, after his interview with the Con- 
federate chiefs, was met by gentlemen from New 
York, who offered him, but in vain, a large sum of 
money to give them the result of his mission. 

On the afternoon when the message came from 
the army in Virginia, “We are in danger, send 
Sheridan,” Stanton and Sheridan were in the War 
Department, in anxious council. Instantly Major 
Eckert took possession of the Baltimore and Ohio 
Railroad, ordered it cleared, and a special engine 
made ready to carry Sheridan to Harper's Ferry. 
This was soon done, and all through the night every 
operator remained at his post, guarding the road 
until the iron horse had sped beyond. At the 
break of day the car entered the depot at Win- 
chester, and there pawing the ground, and ready 
for the great ride to the field, stood the gallant 
horse which was to make “ Sheridan’s Ride” famous 
in all coming history. 

In 1864, Major Eckert was breveted Lieutenant- 
Colonel, and soon after Brigadier-General. The 
same year also he was appointed Assistant Secre- 
tary of War, which position he held until August, 
1866, when he resigned to accept the office of Gen- 
eral Superintendent of the Eastern Division of the 
lines of the Western Union Telegraph Company. 
This included the entire territory between Wash- 
ington and Cape Breton, including all the New 
England states, the state of New York and east- 
ern Pennsylvania. His position assumed unusual 
importance and responsibility on account of the 
opening up of the transatlantic correspondence, 
which followed the successful laying of the Atlantic 
Cable. He carried into this work much of the 
discipline, vim, and thoroughness which charac- 
terized him in the War Department as assistant to 
his great chief and friend, Edwin M. Stanton. 

On January 14, 1875, General Eckert, who had 
but recently resigned the general superintendency 
of the Western Union Telegraph Company, was 
elected president of the Atlantic and Pacific Tel- 
egraph Company. His management of the 
interests then intrusted to his care was entirely 
successful. 

On January 1, 1880, General Eckert became 
President of the American Union Telegraph Com- 


pany, and he retained this position until the con- 
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solidation of that company with the Western 
Union Telegraph Company. 

Mr. Jay Gould’s chivalric friendship for General 
Eckert, which appears in connection with the latter 


company, is curious and interesting. It secured 
for him a post of honor and of responsibility as 
General Manager of the vastest industry of the 
world. No one believes that Mr. Gould erred in 
his choice. General Eckert wasa force he needed, 
and whom therefore he selected and held. Asa 
man General Eckert has personal qualities which 
endear him to his friends. His physique is pow- 
erful, well formed, and indicative of self reliance 
and capacity of resistance. His feelings are strong, 
alert, sensitive. As an оЁсег he is punctilious, 
insists оп recognition, on prompt obedience and 
respect. He has, however, beneath all his official 
vigor a wealth of consideration and kindness which 
renders him gentle and approachable, and secures 
to him a large circle of devoted friends. In the 
service of the War Department this was especially 
noticeable. It was just the character of labor in 
which the fellowship of men becomes strong, fra- 
ternal, affectionate. It often challenged heroic 
devotion. It awoke in the sense of danger the 
profoundest sentiments of sympathy, respect and 
love. Among his most trusted lieutenants are 
some of the men who served under him in the 
war. 

On the death of Dr. Norvin Green, President of 
the Western Union Telegraph Company, in 1892, 
General Eckert was elected President of the com- 
pany, and he was re-elected at the annual meeting 
in October, 1893. 


JOHN VAN HORNE. 


and in 1850 learned to telegraph at Buffalo, М. Y. 
He was manager at Ashtabula, Milan, Massillon and 
Sandusky, Ohio; Adrian, Mich., and Tuscumbia, 
Ala. At the latter point he became acquainted with 
Dr. Norvin Green, who appointed him superintend- 
ent and afterwards general superintendent, and 
during the civil war caused his election as president 
of the Southwestern Telegraph Company. On 
July 1, 1866, when the Western Union, American 
and Southwestern telegraph companies were con- 
solidated, Mr. Van Horne was appointed general 
superintendent of the Southern Division. On 
October 10, 1878, he was elected a director and 


vice-president, which he still retains. 


Was born in Illinois and educated in the public 
schools. He entered the service of the Illinois and 
Mississippi Telegraph Company as a messenger 
and student at Joliet, Ill, in 1852; appointed 
manager of the same company’s office at Spring- 
field, Ill, in 1854, transferred to the St. Louis, Mo., 
office in 1854; appointed superintendent of the St. 
Louis and Missouri River Telegraph Company in 
1859, with headquarters at St. Louis, Mo., and 
afterwards at Leavenworth, Kan., and Omaha, 
Neb.; commissioned by President Lincoln in 1863 
as Captain and Assistant-quartermaster of the 
United States Army, and assigned to duty by the 
Quartermaster-General in charge of the United 
States Military Telegraphs in the Southwest, with 
headquarters at Little Rock, Ark., and afterwards 
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COLONEL ROBERT С. CLOWRY, 


е John Van Horne, Vice-President of the Western at St. Louis, Mo.; was breveted Major and Lieuten- 
i nion TelegraphCompany, New York, wasborn at ant-colonel in 1865 by President Johnson for “ meri- 
entreville, Hunterdon county, N. J., April 12,1827, torious services and devoted application to duty ;” 
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чоо, 


was honorably mustered out of the United States 
military service at his own request, May 31st., 1866, 


and immediately thereafter appointed district sup- 


erintendent of the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany’s lines in the Southwest, with headquarters at 
St. Louis, Mo.;in December 1878, was appointed 
assistant general-superintendent of the Western 
Union Telegraph Company, with headquarters at 
Chicago, Ill., and in May, 1880, succeeded General 


Anson Stager as general superintendent of the 
Western Union Telegraph Company's territory 
west of Pennsylvania to the Pacific Ocean, and 
from the British boundary to the Gulf of Mexico, 
west of the Mississippi and north of the Ohio 
rivers. In October, 1885, he was elected a director, 


member of the executive committee and Vice- 


President of the Western Union Telegraph Com. 
pany, retaining the position of general superintend- 


He has 


ent of the territory above mentioned. 
taken an active part in the Columbian Exposition 
management as director, chairman of the commit- 
tee on electrical and pneumatic appliances, and 


member of the executive and grounds and building 


committees. 


Mr. Clowry, was married in 1865, to Miss 
Augusta Estabrook, of Omaha, Neb., daughter of 
Hon. Experience Estabrook, a prominent lawyer 
of that city, who was formerly Attorney-General of 
Wisconsin, and United States Attorney for Ne- 


braska. 


GEORGE JAY GOULD, 


Vice-President of the Western Union Telegraph 


12, 1881, and was elected a Vice-President Sep- 
tember 10, 1884. Mr. Gould is a practical tel- 
egrapher. As a business man, he has had the 
benefit of his father’s experience and has improved 
it by continuous service under his father’s super- 
vision, remaining all the time in active service 
until his father’s death. He is genial, just, kind 
and affable to every one. 


JOHN B. VAN EVERY, 


Acting Vice-president and Auditor of the Western 
Union Telegraph Company, was born in Rochester, 
N. Y., July 30, 1839, and entered the service of the 
Western Union Telegraph Company, June 1, 1864, 
as assistant to Mr. Edward Chapman, auditor of 
the company at that time. Mr. Van Every became 
auditor of the company in October, 1872, when 
Mr. W. H. Abel, who had succeeded Mr. Chap- 


man, resigned on account of ill health. 


ABIJAH R. BREWER, 


Secretary of the Western Union Telegraph Co., 
New York, was born on a farm in Hunterdon Co., 
N. J, оп May 3, 1847, and was the oldest of five 
children. While he was a lad, the family moved 
to Lewisburg, Pa. He was attending the prepara- 
tory school of the University at Lewisburg, when 
Lee invaded Pennsylvania, and his father was 
among those who responded to the call of the 
Governor of Pennsylvania for troops to drive out 
the rebels. 

Noticing that the call for troops had made some 


Company, New York, was born in New York city vacancies in the local newspaper office, and feeling 
on February 6, 1864 He waselected a director of the urgent necessity to be earning some money, 
the Western Union Telegraph Company, October young Brewer, then 15 years of age, asked for and 


I5 


obtained work as carrier and printer’s boy. The 
office of the Susquehanna River and North and 
West Branch Telegraph Company, one of the 
original Morse telegraph companies, was in the 
same room with the newspaper office, and one of 
the editors of the paper was the operator. The 
opportunity thus afforded to learn telegraphing 
was eagerly improved. 

After a year in the printing and telegraph office 
at Lewisburg, young Brewer followed his family 
back to New Jersey, and continued his apprentice- 
ship at telegraphing with the American Telegraph 


of General Thos. Т. Eckert, General Superintend- 
ent of the Western Union Company in New York 
city, who sent for the applicant, and gave him a 
position in his office. 


After five years of the admirable experience of 
General Eckert’s office, a vacancy occurred in the 
office of Mr. G. H. Mumford, Vice-President and 
Secretary of the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany, and Mr. Brewer was appointed chief clerk in 
that office, and, on the death of Mr. Mumford, in 
July, 1875, Mr. Brewer was appointed to the posi- 
tion which he now holds 


ABIJAH R. BREWER. 


Company, at Trenton, and at the repeating office 
at New Hampton Junction, N. J. 

The promptness of the young operator in answer- 
ing calls, and in attending to business, attracted 
the attention of the superintendent, and when a 
vacancy occurred at Wilkesbarre, Pa., Mr. Brewer 
was appointed manager of that office. 

Here he remained three years, and it seemed 
likely that he would make no further progress, 
except by growing up with the country. To escape 
stagnation, Mr. Brewer resumed the study of short- 
hand. Encouraged by a letter received about this 
time from Mr. D. Н. Bates, Superintendent of the 
Western Union Telegraph Company at Philadel- 
phia, Mr. Brewer applied to him for employment 
as short hand clerk in his office. Short hand writ- 
ing was then a rare accomplishment, and the ad- 
vantages resulting from the employment of short 
hand amanuenses had only begun to be appreci- 
ated. Тһе application however reached the hands 


ROSWELL HART ROCHESTER, 


Treasurer of the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany, New York, was born in Gates, Monroe 
County, №. Y, August 17, 1839. After teaching 
school for a brief period, Mr. Rochester entered 
the service of the Erie Railroad Company, where 
he acquired his first practical knowledge of accounts. 
In 1865, at the instance of the late Judge О. Н. 
Palmer, then treasurer, he entered the service of 
the Western Union Telegraph Company as one of 
the assistants in the treasurer’s office. Mr. Roches- 
ter was appointed Assistant Treasurer July 1, 1866. 
On the resignation of Judge Palmer in October 
1871, Mr. Rochester was elected treasurer in his 
place and he has held this important trust ever 
since. 


GEORGE H. FEARONS, 


The General Attorney of the Western Union 
Telegraph Company, was born at Newport. Ken- 
tucky, on November goth, 1853. Не was graduated 
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from college in his nineteenth year, and at once 
went to Europe to continue his studies there. Re- 
turning to his native land, he began the study of 
law with his father, Judge Fearons, and the Hon. 
John G. Carlisle, and attended the lectures of the 
Cincinnati Law School. 

After being admitted to the bar, Mr. Fearons 
accepted the position of principal of a school at 
Cincinnati, and engaged in that work for four years, 
and then entered the service of the Western Union 
Telegraph Company. In November, 1881, he 
came to New York as an assistant in the office of 
the then Attorney of the Western Union Tele- 
graph Company, and by his ability, indefatigable 
work, and eminent fitness succeeded to the title and 
position of attorney in December, 1885. He was 
made the general attorney of the company in 
March, 1892. 

Mr. Fearons is also the attorney and counsel 
of the Southern Bell Telephone and Telegraph 
Company, whose lines extend throughout the 
Southern Atlantic States, and of the American Dis- 
trict Telegraph Company operating in New York 
city. He has charge and control of all legislation 
affecting the above corporations, and looks after 
all hostile legislation, in which they may be inter- 
ested or concerned. The employment and direc- 
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GEORGE Н. FEARONS. 


tion of attorneys and counsel in all litigated cases 
to which these corporations are parties, first pass 
through his hands. The Claim Department is also 
under his supervision, and he is aided therein by a 


large corps of assistants. 
The successful litigation of the companies he 
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represents is the best index of Mr. Ееагопѕ ability 
as a lawyer, and the executive of a department 
which touches every state and territory. To his 
unremitting toil, his wide and exact knowledge of 
the law is due the present efficiency of the depart- 
ment of which he is the general head. 
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CHARLES АІ МЕВІМ TINKER, 


General Superintendent Western Union Telegraph 
Company, New York, was born at Chelsea, Orange 
Co., Vermont, January 8th, 1838. He learned 
telegraphy in the office of the Vermont and Boston 
Telegraph Company, Bain system, at Northfield, 
Vermont, іп the summer of 1852. under tle mana- 
gership of J. Elliot Smith (now Superintendent of 
Fire Alarm Telegraph, New York city), succeed- 
ing to the managership of the office three years 
later. He accepted a position as operator in the 
Boston office in the fall of 1855, which he held 
until the fall of 1856, when he learned the Morse 
system, and obtained a position as operator in the 
office of the Cape Cod Telegraph Company in the 
Merchants Exchange at Boston; remaining there 
for a short time only, when the Western fever drew 
him to Chicago, where he secured a position as 
operator іп the office of the Illinois and Mississippi 
Telegraph Company, under Е. D. L. Sweet, Sup- 
erintendent, in January, 1857. He was transferred 
to Pekin, Ill., returning to Chicago in June; and 
accepting a position as clerk and operator in the 
office of the Rock Island Railroad Machine Shops; 
which position he resigned the following winter to 
enter the lumber business as book-keeper, The 
firm by which he was employed failed a year later, 


and he re-entered the telegraph service as clerk 
and operator, in the office of the Galena and 
Chicago Union Railroad Machine Shops, where he 
remained until October, 1861; when he entered 
the United States Military Telegraph Service as 
operator at the War Department in Washington ; 
from which position he was detailed as operator in 


JAMES MERRIHEW. 


the Army of the Potomac, and remained with it 
until McClellan’s retreat from in front of Rich- 
mond; when he was recalled, and appointed to the 
position of Chief Operator and Cipher Operator at 
the War Department; succeeding to the manage- 
ment of the office, in which position he remained, 
and attended to the final closing up of the affairs 
of the Military Telegraph, under the direction of 
General Eckert, Superintendent, and General 
Rawlings, Secretary of War. 

In 1865 he was appointed Manager of the 
Western Union Telegraph Company for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia; and resigned the position in the 
spring of 1872, to accept the position of Superin- 
tendent of Telegraph and General Train Despatch- 
er for the Central Vermont Railroad Company, 
with headquarters at St. Albans, Vt., where he re- 
mained until November, 1875, when he accepted 
an appointment to the General Superintendency 
of the Central and Pacific Divisions of the Atlantic 
and Pacific Telegraph Company, Vice E. D. L. 
Sweet, with headquarters at Chicago; with which 
company he remained until its absorption by the 
Western Union Telegraph Company. 

In January, 1879, he received the appointment 
of Superintent of Telegraph for the Baltimore and 
Ohio Railroad Company, at Baltimore. In this 


position he became one of the incorporators, with 
Mr. Jay Gould and D. H. Bates, of the American 
Union Telegraph Company, with which the Balti- 
more and Ohio Railroad Company became allied ; 
and had charge of its affairs on the line of the 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad from Baltimore to 
Chicago, St. Louis, and Louisville, Ky. When in 
1881, the American Union Telegraph Company 
was consolidated with the Western Union Tele- 
graph Company, he was tendered the General 
Superintendency of the Eastern Division of the 
latter company, and appointed to the position оп 
February 1st, 1882, which position he still occu- 
pies. 


JAMES MERRIHEW, 


General Superintendent of the Western Union 
Telegraph Company, New York, was born at Wil- 
mington, Del., November 18, 1837. He entered 
the telegraph service as a messenger at Wilmington 
about the year 1849, since which time he has been 
in continuous service of the Magnetic, Washington 
and New Orleans, American and Western Union 
Telegraph companies as messenger, operator, man- 
ager, district superintendent, assistant general sup- 
erintendent and general superintendent. Не is 
now general superintendent of the Southern Divi- 
sion of the Western Union Telegraph Company. 


м 


THOMAS FREDERIC CLARK, 


Assistant to the President of the Western Union 
Telegraph Company, was born in Norfolk, Eng- 
land, July 9, 1845. Не received the basis of his 
education at Bury St. Edmunds, Suffolk. After a 
brief engagement in a commercial office, Mr. Clark 
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etitered the service of the Electric and Interna- 
tional Telegraph Company, at the Engineering 
works, at Gloucester Road, London, and on the 
assumption of the British Telegraphs by the 
Government, he entered the Postal Telegraph ser- 
vice. In May, 1871, he came to America, and was 
fortunate in being introduced soon after his arrival 
to General Eckert, at that time General Superin- 
tendent of the Eastern Division, of the Western 
Union Telegraph Company, and he became his 
Private Secretary. When General Eckert became 
President of the American Union Telegraph Com- 
pany, Mr. Clark was elected Secretary of that 
company. On the consolidation of the telegraph 
companies in January, 1881, he returned with Gen- 
eral Eckert to the service of the Western Union 
Telegraph Company. In 1882, he was elected 
secretary of the American Telegraph and Cable 
Company, and in 1887 of the International Ocean 
Telegraph Company. Mr. Clark is a director of 
the Southern Bell Telephone Company, the Bell 
Telephone Company of Philadelphia, the American 
Union Telegraph Company, the United States 
Telegraph Company, the Franklin Telegraph 
Company, and the International Ocean Telegraph 
Company. He has great literary ability and 
wields a fluent and graceful pen. 


dispatcher of the Louisville and Nashville Rail: 
road at Louisville. After serving for a time as 
manager at Gallatin, Tenn., he was detailed for 
service at Nashville as day operator in the main 
office. Whilein Nashville he so improved his leis- 
ure hours, acquiring the art of short-hand writing, 
that he became an expert, and was transferred to 
the office of the general superintendent at Louisville, 
Ky., and in 1875 accompanied him to NewYork. 

Mr. Atkins in his present position as assistant 
to Vice-President Van Horne, has in his charge 
the contract department of the Western Union 
Telegraph Company, one of the most responsible 
departments in the company’s service. His ready 
command of papers, knowledge of contracts and 
accounts, his unfailing memory and methodical 
habits of labor make him one of the most efficient 
men in the business. 

Mr. Atkins is also connected in an official capac- 
ity with the telephone service, and his advice and 
counsel in matters pertaining to telegraphy and 
telephony are much sought after and highly valued. 

Mr. Atkins is also the Treasurer of the Tele- 
graphers’ Mutual Benefit Association, having re- 
cently been elected for the sixth term. Almost 
$300,000 of the Association’s funds have passed 
through his hands since his first election to the 
office. 


GEORGE W. E. ATKINS, 


Entered the telegraph service in 1865, as operator 
for the Nashville and Northwestern Railroad, after 
having served first as messenger and then as office 
boy. He learned to operate at Johnsonville, Tenn., 
supplied acceptably various railroad offices in Ken- 
tucky and Tennessee, and in the office of the train 
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ALFRED 5. BROWN, 


Electrical Engineer of the Western Union Tele- 
graph Company, New York, was born November 
8, 1836. He first entered the telegraph service at 
2% Wall street, New York, in 1855, for the New 
York, Albany and Buffalo Telegraph Company. 
From 1856 to 1859 he was an operator in the 


Oswego, N. Y., office. In 1859 he returned to 
the New York office of the same company, and in 
1864 was appointed manager of the New York 
office. 


In 1875 Mr. Brown was appointed superin- 
tendent of the Metropolitan District of the West- 
ern Union Telegraph Company, and in 1881, he 
accepted the appointment to the general superin- 
tendency of the Mutual Union Telegraph Com- 
pany, with headquarters in New York city. In 
1839, he was made electrical engineer of the 
Western Union Telegraph Company, which posi- 
tion he still retains. 


GEORGE W. GARDANIER, 


Electrician Western Union Telegraph Co., New 
York, was born February 22nd, 1860, at Olivet, 
Mich. He entered the Western Union Telegraph 
office at Fremont, Neb., as messenger, in 1871, and 
was placed in charge of the North-western Tele- 
graph Company’s office at Vermillion, South Da- 
kota, in 1872. In 1873, he was operator for the 
Western Union Telegraph Company, at Sioux 
City and at Yankton, and occupied those positions 
until 1875. Не was then appointed assistant to 
the train dispatcher and superintendent of tel- 
egraphs of the Sioux City and Pacific Railroad, in 
1876; from 1876 to 1880, he was employed at 
Council Bluffs, Omaha, Ogden, Leavenworth and 
Kansas City. He came to New York in the spring 
of 1880, and was appointed assistant all night 
chief of the main office of the Western Union 
Telegraph Company. | 
He was next appointed chief operator at Sara- 


toga, N. Y., in the summer of 1881, and he relieved 
Mr. A. E. Sink, as western chief of the New 
York office; on his return from Saratoga іп 1882, 
he was appointed assistant chief operator of the 
Mutual Union Telegraph Company, New York, 
after the consolidation of the Mutual Union with 
the Western Union Telegraph Company. He then 
returned to the Western Union as chief operator 
at Saratoga in the summer of 1883, and was after- 
wards appointed chief operator and assistant 
manager of the Baltimore and Ohio Telegraph 
Company, from 1884 to 1888. After the sale of 
the Baltimore and Ohio Company he returned to 
the Western Union Telegraph Company, and was 
appointed electrician of the company in 1889, 
which position he still holds. 


WILLIAM HOLMES, 


Superintendent of Tariff and Check Bureau of the 
Western Union Telegraph Company, New York, 
was born in Cleveland, Ohio, January 18, 1844. 
He entered the service of the Western Union Tel- 
egraph Company as a clerk in the office where 
were Anson Stager, J. Н. Wade, Е. Р. Wright апа. 
Wm. Hunter. With the exception of a brief service 
in the interest of the United States army during 
the war, he has been with the Western Union Tel- 
egraph Company since 1861. He came to New 
York in 1868, to introduce the system of tariff rates 
by squares, which he had perfected and suggested 
while in Cleveland two or three years before, and 
which is now in use by the Western Union Tel- 


egraph Company. Mr. Holmes was appointed to 


his present position іп 1880, 


elieved 
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WILLIAM BELLINGHAM SOMERVILLE, 


Superintendent of Press Service of the Western 
Union Telegraph Company, New York, was born 
at Toronto, Canada, April 28, 1840, and entered 
the telegraph service at Welland, Canada, їп 1858. 
Не was appointed manager of the Port Colborne, 
Canada, telegraph office, after which we find him 
next acting as train dispatcher of the Buffalo and 
Lake Huron Railroad, at Buffalo, N. Y., for which 
company he was afterwards made manager and 
ticket agent at Brantford, Canada. 

Mr. Somerville entered the United States mili- 
tary telegraph service in April, 1862, where he 
remained until the close of hostilities; first as oper- 
ator, then as operator and cipher clerk and finally 
acting aide on the staffs of Generals Hurlburt, 
Asboth, Granger, Thomas and McPherson. 

Mr. Somerville was appointed manager of the 
Memphis, Tenn., office, and afterwards made as- 
sistant superintendent to Colonel J. C. Van Duzer. 

After the close of the war, he entered the ser- 
vice of the Western Union Telegraph Company 
at Louisville, Ky., and there became agent of the 
American Press Association. Не subsequently 
was transferred to Cincinnati in a similar capacity, 
which position he occupied for one year, when he 
was promoted to the General Managership of the 
association with headquarters in New York. Mr. 
Somerville reorganized the association and changed 
its name to the National Associated Press, the 
association afterwards became The United Press. 
In 1879, Mr. Somerville, resigned the General 
Managership of the National Associated Press, to 
again enter the service of the Western Union Tel- 
egraph Company, this time in the capacity of 


Superintendent of Press, which position he still 
retains. In severing his connection with the Na- 
tional Associated Press, it was with the regrets 
and good will of all its patrons. His experience in 
dealing with the newspaper fraternity necessarily 
educated him for the position, which he now so 
creditably holds. | 


DENNIS DOREN, 


General Superintendent of Construction of the 
Western Union Telegraph Company, New York. 

Substantial and correct construction of telegraph 
lines, is indispensable to a reliable telegraph ser- 
vice. The difficulties in the way of securing such 
construction, and, when secured, of maintaining all 
the physical conditions upon which good service 
depends, are not generally well understood, even 
among telegraphers, and they are only fully appre- 
ciated by those who have directly to do with this 
branch of the telegraph business. Any one who 
makes a careful inspection of even a single hun- 
dred miles of line, in almost any section of country, 
and ascertains the great number of liabilities to 
interruption that exist, will be surprised, not be- 
cause so many interferences with continuous work- 
ing occur, but that they are so few, and so quickly 
removed when they do occur. 

Among the first to become thoroughly acquainted 
with this department of “construction апа main- 
tenance,” was Dennis Doren, who was born іп 
Wooster, Wayne County, Ohio, February 13th, 
1830. His early life was spent on a farm where, 
almost from childhood, he was the mainstay of a 
widowed mother, and where he laid the foundation 
of a healthy and strong constitution, and acquired 


among other things, which proved useful in his 
after life, a close acquaintance with the merits and 
defects of horses. When a little past twenty years 
of age, he entered the service of Jeptha H. Wade, 
of Cleveland, Ohio, who was then the principal 
owner of what were for some years known as the 
“Wade Lines,” most of which were located in the 
State of Ohio, but which were subsequently ex- 
tended to Indianapolis, Chicago and St. Louis. 

Mr. Doren’s first lessons in the building and re- 
pairing of telegraph lines were received from the 
well remembered J. S. Bristol, who was Superin- 
tendent of construction and repairs during the 
formative period of the Western Union Telegraph 
Company, and of the lines out of which it was 
made up, under the direction, first, of J. H. Wade, 
then of Anson Stager, and afterwards of Thomas 
T. Eckert. Mr. Doren had charge of the build- 
ing of the first lines that were constructed on the 
Indianapolis and Terre Haute Railway; the Ohio 
and Mississippi Railway, and others in Indiana 
and Kentucky, both along railway and turnpike 
routes. It was during the years of his active and 
intelligent service between 1853 and 186; that 
Superintendent Eckert became acquainted with 
Doren’s efficiency as a line builder, and his relia- 
bility and integrity as a man. At that time the 
rates of telegraphic transmissicn were very high, 
but the number of messages handled was very 
small, and the gross revenues were so meagre that 
the utmost economy was necessary. Even with 
the most careful management employes not un- 
frequently were obliged to wait for their pay in- 
definitely, and to get credit for their board and 
traveling expenses as best they could. Line 
builders and repairers of to-day, have no realization 
of the difficulties encountered by their predecessors 
during the early development of the telegraph busi- 
ness, nor of the real privations that they many 
times suffered. 

When in the fall of 1861, Superintendent Eckert 
was placed in charge of the military telegraph in the 
Department of the Potomac, it was a most natural 
result that Doren should have been made Super- 
intendent of the construction corps in that army. 
In this capacity he performed admirable service, 
and often displayed characteristics of energy, ac- 
tivity, courage, intelligence, quickness of decision 
and excellence of judgment in the control of men, 
and in overcoming difficulties, which would un- 
doubtedly have made him a prominent and success- 
ful military officer, if his experience and assign- 
ment had been in that line of duty. It was not 
an uncommon thing during the movements of the 
great army of the Potomac, for Doren to construct 
a line of telegraph and have it in good working 
order from point to point as quickly as the military 
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headquarters could be removed. Everywhere he 
commanded the respect and confidence of military 
officers from the highest rank to the lowest. He 
was a friend not only of the chief operators at the 
different headquarters with whom he was more 
directly associated, but of every cperator, lineman 
and teamster in the service; and while he was 
strict in discipline, he was kind, helpful and con- 
siderate, under all circumstances. While serving 
in this capacity, Mr. Doren successfully laid the 
military telegraph cable from Cape Charles to 
Fortess Monroe, completing it just in time to re- 
port over it the glorious news of the victory of the 
famous “ Monitor” of Ericsson, over the fearful 
destroyer, the Confederate “ Merrimac,” 

The following extract from a military report 
quoted in Reid's “ The Telegraph in America,” is 
worthy of mention. 

“Doren has built and taken down an average of 
twenty-four miles daily. Most of his work has 
been done at night. АП corps headquarters and 
main brigades have been in constant connection 
with Grant’s and Meade’s headquarters during 
every engagement. Every reconnoissance made 
in force has had telegraphic communication with 
headquarters. Connection has been kept up on 
the march.” In connection with the report from 
which the above is quoted, Mr. Reid remarks, 
“This was grand service. It was kept up with 
undiminished vigor and skill and fearlessness to 
the close of the war.” 


In July, 1866, twelve excellent silver watches, 
which were procured by the War Department for 
the purpose of maintaining uniform time in the 
army of the Potomac, were presented by order of 
the Secretary of War, through General Eckert, to 
the cipher operators in the department, and chief 
operators at the various headquarters, and to Mr. 
Doren, as a recognition of meritorious and valu- 
able service rendered to the Government. 

Soon after the consolidation of the United 
States and the American Telegraph properties with 
the Western Union Telegraph Company, in 1865, 
Mr. Doren was appointed Superintendent of con- 
struction and repairs of the Eastern Division. 
Many of the lines which thus came under his care, 
were badly constructed, badly insulated, and so 
afflicted by contact with trees and brush, that it 
was with difficulty that circuits of a hundred miles 
could be worked in rainy weather. Mr. Doren set 
about the great task of correcting these faults, and 
of securing uniform and thorough methods of work, 
and in a comparatively short time had wrought a 
great change for the better. Among the impor- 
tant works to which he gave his personal attention, 
was the reconstruction of the long and very im- 
portant lines connecting New York city with the 


Atlantic cable, which had then but just been put in 
successful operation. These were among the first 
long circuits ever worked at high speed. 

Mr. Doren continued in this position until early 
in 1875, when he resigned to accept a similar 
position in the service of the Atlantic and Pacific 
Telegraph Company, whose lines soon felt the 
benefit of his care and attention, as those of the 
Western Union Telegraph Company had done in 
the years before. It was during his service in this 
company, that a line was constructed from Louis- 
ville to New Orleans, under his direction, in less 
than one hundred days, a fact which attracted 
much attention at the time, particularly in view of 
statements that had been made by prominent men 
in telegraph service, that a competing telegraph 
line could not be connected with New Orleans and 
ready for business in less than two years. 

Mr. Doren continued in this position until the 
spring of 1879, when he accepted a similar position 
with the then newly formed American Union Tel- 
egraph Company. In the building up of the facili- 
ties of this company, his zeal, energy, and ability 
were displayed in a marked degree, among the 
evidences of which, was the presentation of a 
valuable watch, chain, and seal to him, on Christ- 
mas 1880, by Mr. Jay Gould, who had personally 
observed, with much satisfaction, the merit of Mr. 
Doren’s work. 

Upon the formation of the American Cable 
Construction Company, in January, 1881, Mr. 
Doren was made President of that company, and 
continued to act in that capacity until the two 
cables laid across the Atlantic Ocean by that com- 
pany had been leased to the Western Union Tel- 
egraph Company, and the agreements were made 
between all the cable companies then in operation 
between the United States and Europe, under 
which the gross earnings of all were divided among 
the several companies in fixed proportions. In 
connection with this service Mr. Doren was pub- 
licly referred to аѕ “а true, conscientious and de- 
voted officer.” 

When the consolidation of the American Union 
and the Atlantic and Pacific Companies with the 
Western Union Telegraph Company was effected, 
early in 1881, Mr. Doren was promptly assigned 
to the General Superintendence of construction 
and repairs of the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany, and has since continued in that position with 
the same credit and satisfaction that have always 
attended his efforts in his previous career. In the 
accomplishment of his work, it is naturally a large 
part of his duty to find fault, and for this reason 
it might be expected that Mr. Doren would be in 
disfavor, particularly with those employed under 
his direction. But he possesses the rare qualities 
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of tact, good nature, and friendly disposition, com- 
bined with firmness, decision, and strict discipline, 
that have enabled him to secure the correction of 
faults, and careful observance of his instructions, 
and at the same time has preserved the good will 
and high respect of his employes, and sincere friend- 
ship of all his associates. His life work and ways, 
and manners and methods, and his success, afford an 
example worthy of the emulation of all young men, 
and new proof that a life of usefulness and the 
right kind of success, is in no way dependent upon 
any other conditions than those of personal merit. 


EDWARD CROMWELL COCKEY, 


Superintendent and General Purchasing Agent of 
the Western Union Telegraph Company, New 
York, was born in Baltimore, Md., September 22, 
1832. Не comes of one of the oldest families con- 
nected with the history of Maryland. He began 
his career as book-keeper and accountant in his 
father’s store. In 1853 he received an appoint- 
ment in the Baltimore post-office, where he had 
charge of the accounts kept with the different post- 
offices throughout the country, and the position 
required a vast amount of care and watchfulness, 
as well as familiarity and accuracy with figures, all 
of which qualifications Mr. Cockey possessed and 
devoted to it foreight years. He then, in 1861, 
secured an appointment under the government, 
and was placed in charge of the books and ac- 
counts of the Ordnance Department of the United 
States army, at Fortress Monroe, he was retained 
not only through the long and busy years of the 
war, but until he resigned in September, 1867, to 
enter the Western Union Telegraph Company’s 


service as one of the staff of the General Superin- 
tendents at New York. He remained in this con- 
nection, looking after the money accounts and 
vouchers of the Superintendents of the Eastern 
Division, until 1875. The Atlantic and Pacific 


Telegraph Company being then organized as a 
rival of the Western Union Company, he left the 
old service to become attached to the new, in the 
capacity of supply agent, which position he held 
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JAMES S. DICKINSON, 


until November, 1878, when he was made Auditor 
of the same company. In March, 1881, after the 
consolidation, he was appointed storekeeper at 
New York, of the Western Union Telegraph 
Company, and a few years later was appointed also 
to the position of Superintendent of supplies, 
which two positions he now holds. 

Mr. Cockey’s methods are accurate and system- 
atic. His reports have the neatness of copper 
plate printing, and his accounts are as clear as a 
simple sum in addition. His position is one of 
great importance, and he fills it so satisfactorily that 
the company could not be induced to part with him, 

He has been president of the Magnetic Club for 
many years. He has also been president of the 
Institute of Accountants and Bookkeepers of 
New York city, and since his connection with the 
telegraph service, he has been active and held 
various offices in all the associations and clubs of 
the fraternity in this vicinity. He is genial, whole 
souled, and happy, and endeavors to make those 
around him, and his friends likewise; and, though 
a disciplinarian of the highest order, there are none 
more sympathetic, generous and true. 


JAMES S. DICKINSON. 


Storekeeper of the Western Union Telegraph 
Company, Chicago, Ill., was born in Utica, N. Y., 
in 1838. His parents moved to Northampton, Mass., 
when he was nine years of age, where he attended 
school. He served an apprenticeship of four years 
with a druggist at Springfield, Mass. When that 
was completed he accepted a position as salesman 
in a large wholesale drug store of Worcester, Mass. 
When the war broke out he shouldered a musket 
and went south with the rest of the boys, and at 
the close of the war he returned home without shot 
or shell hitting him. He went west, located at To- 
ledo, Ohio, and purchased a drug store. He was 
not successful. Не then went to Cedar Rapids, 
lowa, and engaged in the same business there, 
where he remained for two yearss He then returned 
to Chicago and entered the firm of Bliss & Tillot- 
son, dealers in telegraph supplies, which position 
he held for two years, and then entered the service 
of the Western Union Telegraph Company, Chi- 
cago, under Thomas Orton, supply agent, with the 
position of chief clerk. On Mr, Orton’s retirement 
he was retained by S. G. Lynch, and succeeded him 
as storekeeper of the Western Union Telegraph 
Company in April, 1881, which position һе still 
holds. 


WALTER COUTANT HUMSTONE 


Was born at Esopus, Ulster County, N. Y., June 
15, 1849. He entered the telegraph service in 
1862, as messenger at the Hudson River Railroad 
Company's office at Poughkeepsie, and in 1864 
became night operator there. Не served later at 
other stations along the line and in 1867 was placed 
in charge at nights of the same company’s Thirtieth 
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street office in New York city; next we find him in 
1869, at the age of 20, as manager of the Western 
Union Telegraph Company’s offices in Brooklyn, 
and in 1870, with the Atlantic and Pacific Tel- 
egraph Company in New York. Here, during the 
contest with the Franklin Company, his ready 
talent and activity led to his appointment as re- 
ceiver of the latter—the duties of which office he 
performed so energetically that in a few months 
his receivership ended. He then became succes- 
sively superintendent of the Metropolitan and New 
York state districts of the Atlantic and Pacific 
Telegraph Company, until 1875, when with head- 
quarters at Chicago, he became manager of that 
company’s lines west of Buffalo—and in 1879, 
general superintendent. At the close of the fol- 
lowing year he received practical testimony to his 
ability and discretion, by an appointment to special 
service under General Eckert, in connection with 
the American Cable Company in Europe, and to 
other important service in America, all of which 
he rendered with gratifying prudence, industry, 
and success. In 1881, when General Eckert be- 
came General Manager of the Western Union 
Telegraph Company, Mr. Humstone was called 
to its service as superintendent of the first district 
of the Eastern division, which position he still 
holds. This district comprises the great central 
office in New York, over 200 city branch offices, 
15 miles of pneumatic tubes, nearly 1200 cables in 
rivers, also terminals and underground sections of 
two ocean cables, offices in the states of New York, 
Connecticut, Massachusetts, Vermont, Pennsyl- 
vania, and New Jersey, and lines aggregating 
52,000 miles of wire. Mr. Humstone is active and 
prominent in several clubs, a 32d degree Mason, a 
member of the Executive Committee of the Tel- 
egraphers Mutual Benefit Association, a most 
entertaining after dinner speaker, witty and humor- 
ous, sympathetic and generous, and is as genial as 
he is progressive. 


WILLIAM JOSEPH DEALY, 


Superintendent of the Western Union Telegraph 
Company, New York, was born in New York city, 
September 17, 1843. He began his telegraph 
career August 9, 1857, as messenger at the 
Atlantic and Ohio Company's office, Philadelphia, 
and a year later became an operator. In 1859, he 
went to Magnolia, Md., for the Philadelphia, Wil- 
mington, and Baltimore Railroad Company, served 
during the next two years at a number of stations 
on the road, was captured in April, 1861, by bridge 
burners near Baltimore—held until their work of 
destruction was completed, and when released 
Walked thirty-six miles to report for duty. He 
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was then placed іп charge at night at the Phila- 
delphia office of the company, where he remained 
until the following September, when he entered 
the service of the United States Military Telegraph. 
He was captured in 1862, at Harpers Ferry, but 
escaped. In 1863, he was called to service at the 
War Department in Washington. Here he inspired 
so much confidence that he was soon after entrusted 
with the government cipher, and made manager 
at Fortress Monroe. In 1867, Мг. Dealy was 
appointed manager of the ‘Cable Room” of the 
Western Union Telegraph Company, in New 
York, in 1875, of the Atlantic and Pacific Tel- 
egraph Company's New York office, and іп 1879, 
of the American Union Telegraph Company’s 
office—and in the same year superintendent of the 


WILLIAM JOSEPH DEALY. 


French Atlantic Cable Company, with which the 
American Union Telegraph Company had exclu- 
sive connection. In 1881, he was sent to Europe 
by the American Telegraph and Cable Company 
to organize its foreign staff and open its offices. 
On his return he was appointed Cable Manager of 
the Western Union Telegraph Company and 
manager of the General Operating Department, 
and in 1885, in addition, manager of the Com- 
mercial News Department of the Gold and Stock 
Telegraph Company, and in 1893, to his present 
position, Superintendent of the Commercial News 
Department of the Western Union Telegraph 
Company, including that of the Gold and Stock. 
Mr. Dealy is identified with a number of 
societies in which telegraphers are interested, 
among them the Telegraphers Mutual Benefit 


Association, Gold and Stock Life Insurance Asso- 
ciation, The Old Timers and the United States 
Military Telegraphers Associations. 


CHARLES H. ERWIN, 


Whose uncle has long been in the service of the 
Pennsylvania Railroad Company and who is now 
one of its division superintendents, found great 
altraction when a boy, in the sounder, key, and 
wires at the station of his native town, Columbia, 
Ра., and іп 1861 he became the operator there. 
After nearly three years experience on the rail- 
road, he determined to seek a wider field, and with 
the beginning of the new year, January, 1864, 
entered the service of the Atlantic and Ohio Tel- 
egraph Company at Philadelphia, and in 1866 of 
the Western Union Telegraph Company at Little 
Rock, Ark. Не wasalso for a short time at Camden 
in that state. In 1869, David McCargo, formerly 
superintendent of the Pennsylvania Railroad lines, 
but then of the Pacific and Atlantic Telegraph 
Company, appointed Mr. Erwin manager of that 
company’s New York office, since which time he 
has in various capacities been identified with met- 
ropolitan telegraph interests. In 1880 he was 
appointed to his present position, assistant super- 
intendent of the first district of the Western Union 
Telegraph Company’s Eastern Division, and by 
frequent visitations of its offices—his natural kind- 
ness and courtesy making him always welcome— 
and by personal intercourse with its working 
forces, renders the district a service of highest 
value. He has a thorough and practical knowl- 
edge of detail and combines in his duties to a large 
degree, the regulation of the labor, and the exam- 
ination of applicants for the service, 
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М. Н. REDDING, 


Assistant-superintendent Western Union Tael- 
egraph Company, New York, first saw the light in 
the land of Erin, March 31st, 1842, but before he 
had time to wander through its fresh green 
meadows, or explore its lakes and causeways, 
destiny апаа good ship brought him to New York, 
where after a few years in the public schools, he 
drifted at the age of twelve, into the office of the 
"“ Union Line,” New York and New England 
Union Telegraph Company, at 23 Wall street, as 
messenger, and a year later became an office boy. 
In 1857, he entered the service of the Magnetic 
Telegraph Company as operator, and in the same 
year opened the Hoboken office of that company 
and remained there until 1861, when we find him 
at the 145 Broadway office of the American Tel- 
egraph Company, assigned to duty on Washington 
wires, which in those days with war despatches 
and press, were seldom cleared. In 1864, he was 
appointed chief operator at the Gold Board, In 
September of the following year, on the starting of 
the Bankers and Brokers Company, Mr. Redding 
was Offered the position of chief operator in their 
New York office, which he accepted. He was 
soon afterwards made manager, and in 1870 was 
appointed superintendent of the Metropolitan 
district of the same company, and of the Franklin 
Company—the two companies having entered into 


M. H. REDDING. 


a working agreement. In 1872, upon the absorp- 
tion of the Bankers and Brokers by the Western 
Union Telegraph Company, the latter company 
created a new position for him and made him 
manager of branch offices, While holding this 
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position Mr. Redding had many offers from other 
companies, but finding himself in a congenial field, 
preferred to remain in it. In 1883 he was 
appointed assistant-superintendent, first district, 
which is his present position. In that portion of 
the district assigned to him, are about forty of the 
largest branch offices, including all the Exchanges, 
with the Commercial News Department, also Cen- 
tral Cable office, which was added in 1893, with its 
service and circuits. Mr. Redding’s office is in the 
company’s building at 16 Broad St., next door to 
the Stock Exchange, where, highly esteemed by 
both bull and bear, and popular with all, he 
closely watches the interests of the Western Union 
Telegraph Company. Good natured, kind hearted, 
and with a fund of humor and story, Mr. Redding’s 
social, like his official lines, have many branches. 


RICHARD O'BRIEN, 


Assistant-Superintendent of the Western Union 
Telegraph Company, Scranton, Pa., thirty-seven 
years ago entered the Pennsylvania Railroad ser- 
vice as Operator. 

He was division operator at Harrisburg, Pa., 
when, in April, 1861, Abraham Lincoln, President 
of the United States, called on Thomas A. Scott, 
President of the Pennsylvania Railroad Company, 
to get troops into Washington. 

Mr. Scott took with him Andrew Carnegie, and 
four operators, David Strouse, D. Homer Bates, 
Samuel Brown, and Richard O’Brien, the pioneers 
of the first electric telegraph ever used in war. 

Reaching the Capital via Annapolis, Mr. O'Brien 
worked continuously ten days and nights at the 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad depot, helping Mr. 


Carnegie to run troop and supply trains into 


Washington. 
In July, 1861, he was appointed chief operator 


at Fortress Monroe, and later, chief operator in 
the Army of the James. 

When Petersburg was almost surrounded, and 
Mr. O'Brien had done his share in establishing 
lines and offices at the front, General Eckert sent 
him with the Army of the Ohio under General 
Schofield, to North Carolina, to construct and 
manage the lines for General Sherman’s campaign, 
northward. Generals Eckert, Schofield and Sher- 
man complimented him on the successful manner 
in which he carried out his mission. 

His generous treatment of the Confederate 
Operators, who were stranded in Virginia and 
North Carolina, endeared him to the Southerners, 
and helped him later on to win а lovely bride from 
one of Virginia’s historic families. 

At the close of war, he was presented b the 
government with a silver watch as a reward for 
services, which in any other department, would 
have secured him high rank. 

General Eckert gave him more substantial 
recognition by appointing him superintendent of 
the 9th Division of the American Telegraph Com- 
pany, Petersburg, Va., in 1866. 

On the consolidation of that property with that 
of the Western Union Telegraph Company, he 
was transferred to New York as superintendent of 
telegraph on the Morris and Essex Railroad, and 
assistant-superintendent of the Western Union 
telegraph lines on the Delaware, Lackawanna and 
Western Railroad, and he still occupies the latter 
position with headquarters at Scranton, Pa., which 
he has held since 1872. 

Mr. O’Brien’s greatest success and comfort has 
been the training and helping of poor boys in the 
telegraph profession. 


ROBERT STEWART, 


Superintendent of telegraph, Central Railroad of 
New Jersey, was one of the earliest and foremost 
practical telegraph and railroad men in New 
Jersey, and in fact this country. He was born at 
South Amboy, N. J., January oth, 1839. 

Mr. Stewart had a wide and varied experience in 
electrical and railroad matters generally, having 
contributed largely to the development, improve- 
ments, and present remarkable success in these 
valuable industries. In addition to the many valu- 
able appliances invented by him, Mr. Stewart is 
particularly distinguished for introducing the first 
block signal system in this country, established on 
the road between Trenton and Kensington, Phila- 
delphia; then a part of the Camden and Amboy road 


in 1863. 
Mr. Stewart ТЕ telegraphy at Bordentown, 
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N. J., in 1855, on the line between Trenton and 
Mt. Holly, N. J., the first line in that state, twenty- 
five miles in length. He held his first position as 
operator for the Camden and Amboy Railroad 
Company, at South Amboy, N. J., in 1857, and 
was appointed superintendent of telegraph of that 
company, with headquarters at Bordentown, N. J., 
in 1863, continuing in that capacity after the road 
was leased by the Pennsylvania Railroad Company, 
until 1875, when he resigned to accept a position 
as superintendent of telegraph for the Balti- 
more and Ohio Railroad Company, in February of 
that year. He resigned this position in 1879, to 
accept the general superintendency of the New 
York elevated roads, which position he resigned in 
1881, and was appointed general manager of the 
Peoria and Pekin Railroad Company, at Peoria, 
lll., in March of the same year. He resigned in 
June, 1881, and accepted the appointment as 
superintendent of the Nickel Plate Railroad, at 
Fostoria, О. Не resigned in August of same year, 
and was again appointed superintendent of tele- 
graph for the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Com- 
pany, having charge of entire roads and commer- 
cial systems from New York to St. Louis, then 
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operated by that company, and’ was promoted in 
1884 to acting general manager of the Baltimore 
and Ohio Railroad and commercial telegraph sys 
tems. He resigned in 1885, and was appointed 
general superintendent of the Bankers and Mer- 
chants Telegraph Company at Chicago іп the same 
year, was transferred to Richmond, Va., as superin- 
tendent for same company in September of same 
year, and he resigned the following month to 
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ROBERT STEWART. 


accept the superintendency of the American Rapid 
Telegraph Company, July, 1886, which he resigned 
in 1887, to accept position of superintendent of 
telegraph for the Central Railroad of New Jersey, 
at Jersey City, N. J., and is still engaged with that 
company. 

A detailed biography of Mr. Stewart’s life and 
connections with the various railroads and telegraph 
corporations would make an extensive and highly 
interesting book. 


JOSEPH B. STEWART, 


Superintendent of telegraph and signals, West 
Shore Railroad, Weehawken, N. J., was born 
February 3d, 1859, on a farm near Bloomsbury, 
N. J. He sold newspapers before and after school 
hours, and was appointed messenger boy by the 
Morris and Essex Railroad Company, at Phillips- 
burg, N. J., at the age of twelve years. He was 
transferred to the car record office of the same 
company, taking car numbers, which position he 
held for a short time when he was appointed night 
operator at the same place. When he was thirteen 
years of age he was transferred to the train dis- 
patcher’s office, Hoboken, М. Ј., 
several months, then Һе went on the Pennsylvania 
Railroad as night and day operator for four years. 
1115 next position was with the Central Railroad 
of New Jersey as day operator at Somerville 
N. J., which position he resigned | 
with the Western Union Telegraph Company 
New York city. About eighteen months later he 
was appointed chief operator of the western divis- 
ion and he held that position until 1883, when he 
went with the Baltimore and Ohio Telegraph Com- 
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pany аѕ electrician. When Robert Stewart 
resigned the superintendency, Mr. Joseph B. 
Stewart was placed in charge by President D. H. 
Bates, until the appointment of Charles Selden was 
effected, when he was made assistant superintend- 
ent of the central division, with headquarters at 
Baltimore, Md. In the reorganization of 1885, 
Mr. Selden was made general superintendent, and 
Mr. Stewart was appointed superintendent of the 
central division, and held that position until the 
company was absorbed by the Western Union 
Telegraph Company. As the Baltimore and 
Ohio Telegraph Company of Pennsylvania could 
not be included in the sale, Mr. Stewart remained in 
charge of that company, and operated it until 1889, 
when he resigned to accept the position of super- 
intendent of telegraph and signals of the West 
Shore Railroad Company, which he still retains. 

Mr. Stewart's inclinations have always been for 
railroad service, and his electrical knowledge is of 
a practical character. 


SAMUEL K. RUPLEY, 


Superintendent of telegraph, New York Central 
and Hudson К. К. Co., Poughkeepsie, N. Y., was 
born in Lancaster, Pa., July 17, 1843. After attend- 
ing public schools, in 1856, he entered the telegraph 
service as a messenger boy, and after learning tele- 
graphy, he acted as relief operator on the Реппѕу1- 
vania railroad, and in November, 1858, he accepted 
a position as Operator at Tarrytown, N. Y., on the 
Hudson River R. R, under the supervision of Mr. 
Parker Spring. 

He remained in their service at different stations 
until September, 1862, when he enlisted as a private 
in Company F, of the 150th Regiment, New York 
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State Volunteers, serving as such until May, 1863. 
By order of the Secretary of War he was transferred 
to the United States Military Telegraph Service. 
He was at Harpers Ferry and other places, but 
principally with the 2d Army Corps headquarters, 
until September, 1865. 

Returning home he was employed in the West- 
ern Union office at Harrisburg, Pa., for a short 
time, and in November, 1865, he accepted the posi- 
tion of superintendent of the Hudson River R. R. 
and manager of Western Union Telegraph office, 
at Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 

In 1882, supervision of telegraph over the New 
York Central to Buffalo was added to that of the 
Hudson river, in which capacity he is now em- 
ployed. 

Mr. Rupley is a popular gentleman as well as an 
efficient otficer, and is held in high regard by all 
who have the pleasure of his acquaintance. 


THOMAS ROCHE, 


Superintendent of the Western Union Telegraph 
Company, Boston, Mass., was born at Lisbon, 
М. Y., in 1846. Не learned the Bain system of 
telegraphy on the Northern Railroad. His first 
knowledge of the Morse system was acquired in 
1864, while employed on the United States Mili- 
tary Telegraph lines in South Carolina, under the 
management of Captain Sheldon. 

After the war, Mr. Roche was employed as 
operator by various telegraph companies—most of 
the time in Boston—until 1868, when he was 
made manager of the Franklin Telegraph Com- 
рапу'ѕ Boston office, which place he held until his 
appointment as superintendent for New England 
by the American Union Telegraph Company, in 


1879. On the consolidation of that company with 
the Western Union Telegraph Company in 1881, 
he succeeded Mr. Wood as superintendent of the 
3rd district, with headquarters at Boston. 

When G. W. Gates, superintendent of the qth 
district at White River Junction, Vt., resigned 
November 15, 1883, the 4th and зга districts were 
consolidated, and since that date Mr. Roche has 
held the dual position of superintendent of both 
districts. 

Mr. Roche is a man of great executive ability 
and he has the faculty of inspiring his subordi- 
nates to a large degree with his untiring energy. 
His administration of the Western Union’s affairs 
in New England has been characteristic of the 
man—vigorous and thorough. | 


С. С. BEDLOw, 


Assistant-superintendent Western Union Tel- 
egraph Company, Boston, Mass., was born in Ban- 
gor, Me., June 23rd, 1849. He moved to Port- 
land in 1861, where he picked up the art of tel- 
egraphy in 1863-64. He took his position while 
on his school vacation in 1865. On account of ill 
health, was placed by J. G. Smith, Superintendent 
of American Telegraph Company, at Merrills Cor- 
ner, near Portland, a small railroad office on the 
Portland and Kennebec Railroad, which he retained 
for about six months. He was next employed as 
operator in Portland, Me., office, from 1867 to 
1870, when he was detailed as clerk to Superin- 
tendent J. S. Bedlow, of the Western Union Tel- 
egraph Company at that place. Upon the death 
of the latter, the district was consolidated with the 
Boston district, and Mr. Bedlow was appointed 


Assistant-superintendent of the Portland section, 
which position he still occupies, with Superintend- 
ent Roche at Boston. 


G. L. LANG, 


Superintendent of Telegraph, New York and New 
England Railroad Company, Boston, Mass., was 
born in Huntington, Lorain Co., Ohio, February 
5th, 1843. Не entered the army September 14th, 
1861, as private in Company G, 12th Wisconsin 
Volunteers and was discharged May 17th, 1865. 
on account of wounds received in action. He 
learned telegraphing on the Cleveland and Colum- 
bus Railroad and was employed at various places 
on the Pittsburgh, Fort Wayne and Chicago Rail- 
road from January, 1867, to November, 1871. He 
was then appointed chief operator of the Pitts- 
burgh division of the Pittsburgh, Cincinnati and 
St. Louis Railroad, at Dennison, Ohio. Не 
resigned December 15, 1881, to accept the West- 
ern agency of the Union Switch and Signal Com- 
pany, at Chicago, Ill., which position he held until 
December, 1882, when he was appointed to present 
position. | 


EDGAR A. SMITH, 


Superintendent of Telegraph, Fitchburg Railroad 
Company, Boston, Mass., was born in New Salem, 
Mass., September 2, 1849 Не learned telegraphy 
in Fitchburg, Mass., and upon the completion of 
the first line built over the Hoosac Tunnel Route, 
west of Fitchburg, in 1865, he entered the employ 
of the American Telegraph Company and Fitch- 
burg Railroad Company, at Athol, Mass. He was 
operator at South Aston, Hudson, Brattleboro and 
other points on the Fitchburg Railroad, until Janu- 
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ary 1st, 1868, when he was appointed Manager of 
the Western Union Telegraph Company’s office 
at Fitchburg, Mass., which position he held until 
October, 1870, when he resigned to become clerk 
for Otis T. Ruggles, Superintendent of the rail- 
road between Fitchburg and Greenfield, which he 
held until 1874, part of the time acting as pas- 
senger conductor. He was then appointed train 
dispatcher of the Fitchburg Railroad, and in 1877 
he was made chief train dispatcher of the same 
railroad, which position he held until 1886, when 
he was appointed chief train dispatcher over all 


EDGAR A. SMITH. 


the divisions of the Fitchburg Railroad, and in 
December, 1890, he was appointed superintendent 
of telegraph. This makes a continuous service of 
twenty-nine years on the Fitchburg Railroad for 
Mr. Smith, who has been messenger, operator, 
timekeeper, billing clerk, ticket seller, road mas- 
ter's clerk, master mechanic’s clerk, superintendent’s 
clerk, passenger conductor, etc. 

Е. A. Smith Division 146, Order of Railway 
Conductors, was named after Mr. Smith, who is 
familiarly known the country over as “Smith of 
Boston.” 


M. MAGIFF, 


Superintendent of Telegraph, St. Albans, Vt., was 
born at Verplanks Point, N. Y., March 24th, 1852. 
He commenced learning telegraphy at Middlesex, 
Vt, in 1866, when 14 years of age and he remained 
there until January, 1868, when he went to Essex 
Junction, Vt, to act as operator for Central Ver- 
mont Railroad, He resigned December, 1869, to 
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accept a position of operator with the Western 
Union Telegraph Company at Montpelier, Vt., 
remaining there until May, 1871, when he accepted 
the position of train dispatcher for the Central 
Vermont Railroad at St. Albans, Vt. He was 
appointed chief operator in the dispatchers’ office, 


M. MAGIFF. 


at St. Albans, in January, 1874, and continued as 
such until the resignation of Charles A. Tinker as 
Superintendent of Telegraph of the same company, 
in November of the same year, when he was 
appointed general train dispatcher, serving in this 
capacity until January rst, 1880, when he was 
appointed Superintendent of Telegraph of the 


Central Vermont system of railroads, which posi- 
tion he now holds. Mr. Magiff, while not a politi- 


cian is identified with town affairs. He was nom- 
inated by both parties, Republican and Democratic, 
and was unanimously elected Village President at 
its last election. He has alsoserved on the school 


board. 


D. C. DAWSON, 


Superintendent of the Western Union Telegraph 
Company, St. John, N. B., is a native of the 
Province of New Brunswick. In the spring of 
1865, when a lad about 16 years of age, started to 
practice telegraphy, entering into actual telegraph 
work a few months later, as messenger with the 
American Telegraph Company, at St. John, N. B. 
The following year found him at the clerk’s desk 
in the same office, and shortly after Nova Scotia 
and New Brunswick had been made into one dis- 
trict—the second Eastern district under the charge 
of the late Mr. Clinch; he became clerk to him, 


О. С. DAWSON. 


and remained attached to his office until 1884. In 
that year a vacancy occurred in the management 
of the Halifax, N. S., office, and Mr. Dawson 
received the appointment, remaining in that posi- 
tion until 1892, when, upon the death of late Super- 


intendent Clinch, he was called to his present 
position. 


SIDNEY BROOKS GIFFORD, 


Superintendent of the Western Union Telegraph 
Company, Syracuse, N. Y., was born in Syracuse, 
N. Y., September 9, 1836. He was fortunate in 
having educational advantages which were excep- 
tionally good for those years, and closed his оррог- 
tunities with a four year course in the renowned 
Syracuse Academy. His habits of industry, which 
have continued with him thus far through life, were 
marked at an early period, and it was while he was 
pursuing his studies that his connection with the 
telegraphic service was begun. 

The New York, Albany and Buffalo Telegraph 
Company was organized at Utica in 1845, and the 
work of construction of the line immediately begun. 
The line between Utica and Albany was opened in 
January, 1846, with offices at the termini only. On 
May 1, following, an office was opened at Syracuse. 
The young student at once became interested in 
the mysteries of telegraphy and when out of school 
spent much of his time in making such investiga- 
tion as the opportunities which were afforded 
permitted. In May, 1850, when he was thirteen 
years of age, he was regularly employed as a mes- 
senger, and from that time until the present he has 
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been connected with the service in some capacity. 
In August of the following year he became assist- 
ant to the solitary operator. In December he was 
appointed to the charge of the office at Canajo- 
harie, and in May was transferred to the Auburn 
office to manage its affairs. From Auburn he was 
detailed, in September, 1852, to the only office of 
the company іп New York city, at No. 2% Wall 
street. Again he was transferred, this time to 
Sandy Hook, to inaugurate the Marine service, in 
the spring and summer of 1853. In the fall he 
returned to New York, but the following year his 
desire to be transferred to Syracuse, his home, was 
gratified, and he afterwards became chief operator 
and also circuit manager of the Western divi- 
sion. 

On January 1, 1864, the company was absorbed 
and succeeded by the Western Union Telegraph 
Company, and plans were laid not only for increas- 
ing the facilities, but also for extending the service. 
Superintendents of divisions were required and the 
most efficient men were selected to fill the posi- 
tions. Mr. Gifford was very naturally chosen, and 
was assigned to the line and its branches, between 
Albany and Buffalo. From that date until the 
present time, Mr. Gifford has continued in charge 
of the district, which now has about 35,000 miles 
of wire and some 600 offices. 

Except that Superintendent John F. Wallick 
was appointed only a few days previous to the 
appointment of Superintendent Gifford, the latter 
would be the senior superintendent іп the 
service, 


SIDNEY BROOKS GIFFORD 
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WILLIAM B. GILL, 


Superintendent of the Sixth district of the Western 


Union Telegraph Company, was born at Philadel- 


phia, Pa., December 27th, 1847. 

He first entered the telegraph service in the 
year 1861, as a messenger boy with the Inland 
Telegraph Company, and was afterwards employed 
by the American Telegraph Company; in 1866 he 
was employed by the Western Union Telegraph 
Company. His ability and industry at once attract- 
ed attention, which resulted in his being assigned 
to the duties of assistant cashier of the Philadel- 
phia office, and in 1875, his promotion to the 
position of chief clerk in the superintendent’s 
office under Mr. James Merrihew, who shortly 
thereafter appointed Mr. Gill assistant superin- 
tendent. 

On Mr. Merrihew’s transfer to New York in 
1880, as assistant general superintendent, Mr. С.Л] 
was appointed superintendent of the s‘xth district, 
which position he held until 1881, when he resigned 
to engage in the construction of the Bankers and 
Merchants Telegraph line between New York and 
Philadelphia, and the American Rapid Telegraph 
line between Philadelphia and Pittsburgh, which 
work was carried to completion in a remarkably 
short time. 

In 1882, Mr. Gill accepted the position of mana- 
ger of the Mutual Union Telegraph Company, at 
Philadelphia, resigning in the same year to become 
general superintendent of the Delaware and At- 
lantic Telephone and Telegraph Company. 


In 1883. he was again appointed superintendent 
of the Sixth district, vice J. Е. Zeublin, resigned, 
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retaining his position with the Delaware and 
Atlantic Telephone and Telegraph Company. 
The Sixth district is one of great importance, 
extending from the Northern part of the state of 
New Jersey to the Potomac River, and from the 
seacoast to the Allegheny Mountains, and embrace 5 
the vast trunk routes between the North, South 
It includes the cities of Philadelphia, 
The offices number 
» 43,000 


and Wrest. 
Baltimore and Washington. 
nearly 1,300, with 6,509 miles of pole line 
miles of wire, and 2,000 employes. 

Mr. Gill is also Vice-President of the Bell Tele- 
phone Company of Philadelphia, and Vice-Presi- 
dent and General Manager of the Philadelphia 
Local Telegraph Company. 

Mr. Gill has been throughout his most active 
career a gentleman who, by his integrity, high 
executive ability and sound judgment, has won the 
respect and admiration of those who know him. 
He enjoys the reputation of being one of the most 
valued officers of the Western Union Telegraph 
Company, as well as a prominent and leading 
citizen of the commonwealth of Pennsylvania and 
the city of Philadelphia. 
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CHARLES SELDEN, 


Superintendent of Telegraph, Baltimore and Ohio 
Railroad Company, Baltimore, Md., was born in 
Cincinnati, Ohio, January 8, 1849. He entered 
the telegraph profession as messenger boy, at 
Leavenworth, Kans., in 1860. In 1866 he learned 
the art of кк at Hamilton, Ohio, and was 
soon made manager of the office at Connersville, 
Ind. In afew months he was promoted to a train 
dispatchership and clerk of shops on the Cincin- 
nati and Indianapolis Junction Railroad at Cam- 


bridge, Ind. Mr. Selden devoted his spare mo- 
ments to the study of electrical works and experi- 
menting. In 1868 he entered the service of the 
Western Union Telegraph Company at Cincinnati, 
Ohio, where he was soon promoted to the night 
managership, and afterwards assistant day chief. 
While in this service he assisted in the handling 
of the Greeley and Hayes conventions. In :874, 
on account of the ill health of his wife, he trans- 
ferred his services to Toledo, Ohio, where he was 
appointed to look after the quadruplex repeaters 
at that point. Here he organized the Toledo 


WILLIAM J. HOLMES. 


Electrical Society, and took an active part in the 
meetings which were attended by a large member- 
ship. In 1879 the Bell Telephone of Toledo 
appointed Mr. Selden their superintendent. In 
1880 he was appointed superintendent of the 
American Union Telegraph Company, central 
division, and in 1881 became superintendent of 
the Wabash Railroad telegraph system. When 
Mr. Selden severed his connection with this vast 
system, now familiarly known as the Gould roads, 
he was presented with a gold watch and chain by 
the employes as a testimonial of their esteem. 
Charles Selden was also one of the originators of 
the Railway Telegraph Superintendents’ Associ- 
ation. In March, 1884, Mr. Selden entered the 
service of the Baltimore and Ohio Telegraph and 
Railroad Companies as superintendent, with head- 
quarters at Baltimore, Md. He was afterwards 
promoted to a general-superintendency, his district 
extending from New York to Chicago, and in 
addition thereto now acts as assistant to the gen- 


eral manager. Mr. Selden is the inventor of a 
number of valuable electrical devices. 

On September 15, last, he was elected president 
of the Old Time Teleygraphers’ Association at 
Chicago. 


WILLIAM J. HOLMES, 


Superintendent of Telegraph Erie Railroad Com- 
pany, and district superintendent Western Union 
Telegraph Company, New York city, was born at 
Auriesville, N. Y., September 13, 1838, and he 
entered the telegraph service at Mast Hope, Pa, 
in 1856, where he remained until 1859, when he 
was appointed division operator of the Delaware 
division, having an important jurisdiction over all 
the offices therein. In 1862 he was transferred to 
the headquarters of the Erie Railroad Company 
in New York, and in 1866 was appointed general- 
superintendent. Mr. Holmes is also district super- 
intendent of the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany. and is much esteemed both for his personal 
qualities and his fidelity and efficiency as an officer 
of the company. 


J. D. FLYNN, 


Superintendent of the Western Union Telegraph 
Company, Pittsburg, Pa., was born at Cleveland, 
Ohio, December 25, 1846. His parents moved to 
Canada when he was very young. He entered 
the service of the Grand Trunk Railway Company 
as messenger at Union Depot, Toronto, in 1859, 
and was appointed night operator for that company 
at Point Edward, оп the St. Clair River, in 1860. 
Mr. Flynn worked at numerous points on the line 
of that railway both in the United States and 
Canada, until 1862, when he resigned and entered 
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the U. S. Military telegraph service, where he re- 
mained until December, 1865. He was then lo- 
cated at Harper’s Ferry, W. Va., and immediately 
afterwards entered the joint service of the American 
Telegraph Co., and the В. & О. К. К. Со., at that 
point. He was transferred to the managership of 
the В, & О. office at Wheeling, W. Va., in 1869, 
where he remained until 1876, when he was ap- 
pointed division operator of the Chicago division. 
In 1879 he was transferred to the Trans-Ohio 
division in a similar capacity, and was appointed 
assistant-superintendent in 1880. Mr. Flynn re- 
signed in 1884, for the purpose of accepting the 
superintendency of the Bankers’ and Merchants’ 
Telegraph Co., at Chicago. Shortly after the col- 
lapse of that concern in the spring of 1885, he went 
to New York and accepted a position as chief 
operator for the Public Grain and Stock Exchange, 
which had at that time a large number‘of leased 
wires. He was appointed manager of the Pitts- 
burg Western Union office, on January 1, 1891, and 
superintendent of the Eighth district, Eastern 
Division, with headquarters at Pittsburg, Pa., on 
October 1, 1893. 


JOHN CONOVER HINCHMAN, 
Building Superintendent, Western Union Tele- 


graph Company, New York, entered the service 


of the New York and Washington Printing Tele- 
graph Company, at Philadelphia, Ра., in the year 
1850, as cashier. 

After the interval of a few years, in which time 
he had learned to operate the printing telegraph 
machine, he was appointed manager of the com- 
рапу'ѕ office at 21 Wall street, New York city, 
and continued to hold that position until after the 
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year 1859, when the Southern and Eastern Tele- 
graph Companies consolidated in one great com- 
pany under the title of the American Telegraph 
Company. 

About two years after this, President Е. 5. 
Sanford of the American Telegraph Company, 
authorized Mr. Hinchman to find larger quarters, 
and in due time, he having reported that the 
building at 145 Broadway, corner of Liberty street, 
could be obtained, it was rented by the Telegraph 
Company, and the necessary alterations having 
been made under the personal direction of Mr. 
Hinchman, it was soon fitted for the reception of 
the American Telegraph Company’s executive 
offices, and chief operating department in New 
Y ork city. 

Mr. Hinchman being then appointed Superin- 
tendent of the Metropolitan District, he organized 
a system of city telegraph offices, constructing 
lines and establishing branch offices, conducting 
and managing the city department successfully for 
several years. During the year 1864, he accepted 
a position as superintendent of the First district, 
with the United States Telegraph Company, but 
when the “ United States” and “ American” Tele- 
graph Companies were finally incorporated with 
the Western Union Telegraph Company, he was 
again made Superintendent of the Metropolitan 
District. 

In 1874, the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany removed to its new building on the corner of 
}roadway and Dey street. Changes which oc- 
curred in the management not long after this, 
created a vacancy in the general management of 
the eastern division, and Mr. Hinchman was ap- 
pointed General Superintendent, remaining in 
charge for several years. 

In June, 1881, he resigned, but after an absence 
of one year, he re-entered the service of the 
Western Union Telegraph Company, assuming 
the duties of Building Superintendent, which 
position he holds at the present time. 


FREDERICK H. TUBBS, 


Superintendent of the Western Union Telegraph 
Company, Chicago, His., was born in Sandy Hill, 
Washington County, N. Y., in 1834. 

He went to Milan, Ohio, in 1844, and soon 
after, under the teachings of Mr. J. H. Wade, 
became an operator, on the Erie and Michigan 
Telegraph or Speed lines. 

At that time Mr. Wade hardly expected to 
become President of the great Western Union 
Telegraph Company, or to leave millions to his 
heirs. His salary at Milan was $400 per annum. 

Mr. Tubbs was engaged in opening offices and 
teaching operators on the Wade highway line 
from Cincinnati to St. Louis for two years, then 
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FREDERICK H. TUBBS. 


as an operator in the Speed office at Cleveland, 
Ohio, until he came to Chicago as chief operator 
on the Caton line. 

He left that position to accept the superintend- 
ency of telegraph on the Chicago, Burlington and 
Quincy Railroad, which position he held for nine- 
teen years, leaving it to go with the American 
Union Telegraph Company, thence to his present 
position. 

Mr. Tubbs has been fortunate in the selection 
of most excellent assistants and managers in his 
district. 
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ASA К. SWIFT. 


ASA R. SWIFT, 
Superintendent of Telegraph Chicago, Rock Is- 
land and Pacific Railway, Chicago, Ills., was born 
in Phelps, Ontario County, New York in 1839. 
He began the study of telegraphy in 1856, and 
served the New York, Albany, and Buffalo Rail- 
way Company as operator two years at Geneva, 
N. Y., and he went to Chicago in 1858, and 
entered the service of the Chicago, Rock Island 
and Pacific Railway Company as clerk and oper- 
ator to the president, remaining in that position 
for nearly nine years. He was appointed super- 
intendent of telegraph of the same company in 
August, 1867, and has been in continuous service 
ever since, thus making him one of the oldest tel- 
egraph superintendents in continuous service in 
the country. Having grown up with the road, he 
is familiar with every detail of the service, and his 
department has kept pace with its development. 
Ilis management is seldom questioned by his 
superior officers, they having unlimited confidence 
in his ability and integrity. Everything electrical 
used upon this road is fully controlled by Mr. 


Swift. 
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WILLIAM J. LLOYD, 


‘Assistant Superintendent, First district, Western 
Division, Western Union Telegraph Company, 
Chicago, Hlinois, was born June 21, 1853, at 
Buffalo, N. Y. He entered the telegraph business 
as messenger for the Illinois and Mississippi 
Telegraph Company, at Dubuque, Iowa, at the 
age of 12. 

Two or three years later he worked as an ор- 
erator in the train master’s office of the Illinois 
Central Railroad, at Dubuque, and in July 1869, 
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he became relief operator of the above named 
railroad west of that point. Subsequently he was 
employed as operator by the Pacific and Atlantic 
Telegraph Company at Dubuque, and the North 
Western Telegraph Company under Superin- 
tendent Haskins, at Milwaukee. From the latter 
office he was transferred to McGregor, Iowa, as 
manager of the joint office of the Western Union 
and North Western Telegraph Companies. 

His service with the Western Union Telegraph 
Company at Chicago, dates from 1877, when he 
began as a night operator in the main office. He 
worked about one year at the key and has since 
flled the following positions: night division 
chief, two years; night wire chief, three years ; 
night chief operator, two years; manager of 
Board of Trade office, three years ; chief operator 
of Chicago main office, three years; when, in 188ọ, 
he was promoted to his present position. 

Without doubt, Mr. Lloyd is one of the most 
widely known and popular telegraphers of to-day, 
having always been in positions which have brought 
him in close contact with the fraternity, and he is 
universally esteemed both by superiors and 
subordinates. 

His experience and ability has not been confined 
to Chicago alone, but the arranging for and handl- 
ing of the immense business at National political 
conventions, or in fact any other special emergency 
west of the Alleghany Mountains is generally 
placed in his hands, always to the satisfaction of 
the patrons and officers of the company. Mr. 
Lloyd is married, and has two children. 
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ANDREW C. MURPHY, y ¥ a 
Superintendent Chicago City Lines, Western the retreat of the Confederate forces from tha 


Union Telegraph Company, Chicago, Hlinois, was place in September, 1863, when he went South as 
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born at Niagara Falls, Ont., thirty-four years ago, 
and entered the service of the Western Union 
Telegraph Company as operator on their Chicago 
City Line in 1878, and was promoted to the main 
office in 1879. After working as an operator in 
the city department for two years, and in the 
general operating department for one year, he was 
appointed report operator at Des Moines, Ia. 

After filling this position for two years, һе re- 
turned to Chicago as chief operator of the city 
department in the main office, and in 1888 was 
promoted to his present position. The importance 
of this position can hardly be appreciated until it 
is known that Chicago covers territory of two hun- 
dred and eleven square miles, within which there 
are two hundred and fifty branch offices. The 
handling of the entire business of the World's 
Fair was directly under Mr. Murphy’s supervision, 
and was performed to the satisfaction of all 
concerned. 
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LARA C. BAKER, 
Superintendent of the Western Union Telegraph 
Company, St. Louis, Mo., was born at Tuscumbia, 
Ala., where he entered the telegraph service іп 
1858. He worked in the Memphis, Tennessee, 
office until 1860, when he accepted the manage- 
ment of the Des-Arc, Arkansas, office, which was 
then the terminus of the first telegraph line in 
Arkansas, which was being constructed from Mem- 
phis to Little Rock, by H. A. Montgomery, of 
Memphis, who was the organizer of the Arkansas 
Telegraph Company. When the line was com- 
pleted to Little Rock, Mr. Baker was appointed 
manager of the office, which position he held until 


superintendent of the Arkansas Telegraph Com- 
pany, with headquarters at Marshall, Texas. 

After the war Mr. Baker was manager at Mem- 
phis, for the Southwestern Telegraph Company. 
He returned to Little Rock in 1866, as district 
superintendent for that company, and afterwards 
for the Western Union Telegraph Company, 
occupying that position until 1878, when he suc- 
ceeded Colonel R. C. Clowry, as district superin- 
tendent, removing to St. Louis, where he still 
resides. 


MR. J. J. DICKEY, 


Superintendent Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany, for the district west of the Missouri river, 
with headquarters at Omaha, is the son of the late 
Judge Т. Lyle Dickey, of IHlinois, and was born at 
Rushville, in that state, April rith, 1839. 

At the early aye of sixteen, he became a school 
teacher in Missouri. He taught for one winter in 
that state, and the next winter he conducted a 
school in lowa. In 1857 he attended Bells Com- 
mercial College in Chicago, and for the next three 
years, he earned a livelihood as a book-keeper. 
This time he learned the art of telegraphy in the 
private office of Judge John D. Caton, in Ottawa, 
llls., becoming quite proficient. For five years 
he was employed as general book-keeper for the 
Illinois and Mississippi Telegraph Company at 
Ottawa. When the lines of this company were 
leased to the Western Union Telegraph Company, 
Mr. Dickey was transferred to the office of the 
superintendent of the latter company at Chicago 
as chief clerk. In August, 1869, he was promoted 
to the position of superintendent of the Union 
Pacific Railroad lines at Omaha. 
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In connection with his position as superin- 
tendent of telegraph of the Union Pacific Tele- 
graph, he was ex-officio superintendent of the 
Atlantic and Pacific Telegraph Company, until its 
consolidation with the Western Union Telegraph 
Company. 

During 1880 and 1881, he directed the con- 
struction of the American Union Telegraph Com- 
pany’s lines west of Chicago, and after the 
consolidation of the American Union with the 
Western Union Telegraph Company, Mr. Dickey 
became superintendent of the latter in 1881. 

In 1887, Mr. Dickey’s connection with the Union 
Pacific telegraph service was severed in order that 
he might devote his undivided attention to the 
affairs of the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany, and he was accordingly made the western 
superintendent of that company, with a more ex- 
tended jurisdiction. Since then he has devoted 
his entire time to their interest. 

During the past 15 years, Mr Dickey has per- 
sonally superintended the construction of nearly 
every mile of line west of the Missouri river in his 
territory, which covers much, when the wonderful 
development of the western country during that 
period is considered. His territory now includes 
Nebraska, Kansas, Colorado, Wyoming, Utah, 
Idaho, Montana, Arizona, New Mexico, Oklahoma, 
and part of Iowa, Missouri, Washington, Oregon, 
South Dakota and Texas. 

Mr. Dickey’s efficiency in the telegraphic service 
has long been demonstrated, and his faithful work 
has been appreciated. When the telephone was 
introduced to the public in 1876, there were very 
few persons who believed іп its practicability. 
The public looked upon it more as a toy than as an 
instrument of great practical use in every day 
business Ше. Mr. Dickey, however, was not опе 
of the doubters. He saw at once that it was one 
of the greatest inventions of the age, and when an 
opportunity was afforded him of investing in it, he 
did not hesitate to take advantage of the offer. 
He organized а company with considerable 
difficulty. However, he finally succeeded, and as 
soon as possible put in operation a telephone €x- 
change in Omaha. Mr. Dickey and his associates 
extended the system throughout the west, and now 
own all the exchanges in Nebraska, Utah, Wyom- 
ing, Idaho and Montana. 

He makes Omaha his home, where he ranks 
among its most respected citizens. His personal 
and social qualities are of the highest order, and 
he is one of the most hospitable and agreeable 
entertainers. He has avery wide circle of busi- 
ness and social acquaintances throughout the 
country, and enjoys the respect and good will of 


all. 
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LOUIS H. KORTY, 


Superintendent of the Union Pacific Railroad’s 
Telegraph system of Omaha, Neb., was born in 
Germany, October 22, 1846. His family came to 
this country in 1850, settling in Iowa. He com- 
menced telegraphing at the age of 14, on the 
Illinois and Mississippi Telegraph Company’s lines 
at Fort Madison, Іа. After being employed on the 
same company’s lines successively at Chicago, Min- 
nesota Junction, Wis., Cedar Falls, Ia., and Rock- 
ford, Ill, until 1863, he entered the United States 
Military Telegraph Corps at Memphis, Tenn., 
serving during the war in the departments of the 
Cumberland, Tennessee, Mississippi and the Gulf. 

After the close of hostilities he was appointed 
manager, for the government, of the joint office 
of the American and Southwestern Telegraph 
Companies, which position he retained until the 
lines were relinquished by the government and 
turned back to the telegraph companies. He was 
then transferred to Texas, where he continued in 
the military telegraph service as cipher clerk until 
1867, 

In the fall of 1868 he came North and accepted 
а position with the Western Union Telegraph 
Company, and for about a year was one of three 
Operators who worked the overland circuit on 
which Omaha was one of the principal relay 
points. 

In the spring of 1870 he entered the employ of 
the Union Pacific Railroad Company, serving as 
agent and telegraph manager at several stations 
in Wyoming and Utah. Не was transferred to 
Omaha іп October, 1871, as chief operator, 
appointed assistant-superintendent of telegraph in 
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1881, and on the resignation of Mr. J. J. Dickey» 
as superintendent of the Union Pacific lines, Mr. 
Korty succeeded him in that position in October 
1887. He now enjoys the distinction of having 
charge of the largest railway telegraph system in 
the world. 

Mr. Korty, in conjunction with others, introduced 
and developed the telephone in Nebraska, Wyo- 
ming, Utah, Idaho and Montana, He is a mem- 
ber of the third class of the Military Order of the 
Loyal Legion, an honor conferred upon him by 
reason of his connection with the military telegraph 
corps during the war. Не is also a Mason of 
the highest rank, having attained the thirty-third 
degree of ancient and accepted Scottish Rite of 
the Southern Jurisdiction, and is Past Grand- 
Commander of Knight Templars of Nebraska. 


CHARLES B. HORTON, 


Assistant Superintendent of the Western Union 
Telegraph Company, Omaha, Neb., was born at 
Geneva, N. Y., January 25th, 1850. He removed 
from Geneva to Northville, Michigan, in 1857 and 
to Nebraska in 1863. ‘Crossed the plains” in 
1864, driving six yoke of oxen hitched to a prairie 
schooner, and was stranded in Denver in the fall 
of that year, where he enlisted in the 3rd Colorado 
Cavalry (Chivington’s тоо day men) and took 
part in the expedition against the Indians which 
culminated in the Sand Creek or Chivington 
massacre, where several hundred Indians were 
butchered after their own particular style. At the 
end of his service in this regiment Mr. Horton 
re-enlisted in the 2nd Colorado Cavalry, and 
served with the regiment until it was mustered out 


after the close of the war, at Fort Leavenworth, 
Kas., in September, 1865. Не attended Tabor, 
lowa, college, for two years and then served three 
years in the regular army, in Battery “С” 3rd 
О. S. Artillery. This furnished him sufficient 
army experience and he returned to Michigan 
where he engaged in mercantile business. He 
was married toa daughter of Ноп. James Hueston, 
a well known and prominent physician. 

During his residence in Michigan in 1872 and 
1873, he learned telegraphy. In 1878 he returned 
to Nebraska and on July 3rd, 1878, entered the 
service of the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany as operator, until the consolidation of the 
Western Union and American Union Telegraph 
Companies, when he was promoted to the position 
of cashier of the Omaha office. He afterwards 
filled the positions of clerk, stenographer and 
chief clerk in Superintendent J. J. Dickey’s office, 
and on June ist, 1890, he was appointed assistant 
superintendent to Mr. Dickey, which place he now 


fills. 


BELVIDERE BROOKS, 


Assistant-superintendent of the Western Union 
Telegraph Company, Denver, Colo., hails from the 
Lone Star State. He was born at Wheelock, 
Texas, July 6, 1859, and entered the telegraph ser- 
vice as messenger at Navasota, Texas, July, 1871. 
He was employed as an operator and in other 
positions of trust, at various places on the Houston 
and Texas Central R. R., during the years 1877 
апа 1878. In 1879 he entered the Western Union 
telegraph service and worked as operator at Waco, 
Dallas, Sherman and Houston, Texas. He was 
appointed manager at Navasota, Texas, April, 1880, 
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ала was promoted toa clerkship in the superintend- 
ents office at Dallas, January, 1881. After afew 
months service in that position Mr. Brooks was 
appointed manager at Waco, and subsequently 
managed with success the offices at ЕІ Paso and 
Galveston. He remained at Galveston, Тех, 
until November 1, 1890, when he was appointed 
manager of Denver, Col. On January т, 1893, he 
was appointed assistant superintendent of the 
Third district. 

Mr. Brooks is a capable official, loyal to his 
company and withal very popular with his men, and 
is well and favorably known throughout the West. 


FRANK JAYNES, 


Superintendent of the Western Union Telegraph 
Company, San Francisco, Cal., was born in Pitts- 


burgh, Pa. He learned telegraphy at Oakland, 
Nid., a station on the Baltimore & Ohio R. R., in 
1858, and entered the service at Tehama, Cal., 
in 1861, and worked as operator at San Francisco 
and Sacramento, for the California State Tele- 
graph Company. In the early part of 1865, he was 
appointed Secretary of the United States Tele- 
graph Company at San Francisco. Upon its con- 
solidation with the Western Union Telegraph 
Company, he was appointed cashier of the latter 
company at San Francisco. In addition to his 
duties as cashier, he also superintended the supply 
department, and managed the tariff bureau of the 
Pacifc division for several years. In these 
departments, he showed such capacity and effi- 
ciency that in 1872 he was appointed assistant 
general superintendent of the Pacific division. In 
1880, the Pacific division became the Fourth district 
of what is now the Western division of the West, 
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ern Union Telegraph Company, and Mr. Jaynes 


was appointed its Superintendent, which position 
he still retains. Heis also President of the Gold 
and Stock Telegraph Company of California. 


His rise in the service has been due solely to his 
force of character and marked ability, and for 


thirty years he has been so closely identified with 
telegraph interests, that a history of the telegraph 
upon the Pacific Coast would be largely a record 
of his life and services. 


FRANK H. LAMB, 


Assistant superintendent of the Western Union 
Telegraph Company, San Francisco, Cala., is a 
native of Massachusetts. He commenced tel- 
egraphy in 185ọ, as manager at Williamsburg, L. J. 
During the war he became connected with the 
United States Military Telegraph, in which service 
he was twice captured, and experienced the hospi- 
talities of Libby Prison. In October, 1865, he was 
appointed chief operator at Cincinnati, Ohio, for 
the United States Telegraph Company ; upon its 
consolidation with the Western Union Telegraph 
Company, he was sent by the latter to the Pacific 
Coast as superintendent of its lines in British Col- 
umbia. 

Has since been continuously in the service of the 
Western Union Telegraph Company, and is now 
Assistant-superintendent, 4th District, Western 
Division, at San Francisco, Cala. 

Mr. Lamb was a member of the party engaged 
to survey the route from British Columbia to 
Russia, for an overland telegraph system to Europe, 
which was abandoned on the successful completion 
of the Atlantic cable, 


41 


С. CORBETT, 


Superintendent of the fifth District, Western 
Union Telegraph Company, at Cleveland, Ohio, 
had been the assistant-superintendent of the same 
district at Detroit, Mich., for the past sixteen 
years and has earned his present promotion by 
hard work during that period. When Mr. Cor- 
bett took charge of Western Union Telegraph 
affairs in Michigan he found everything mixed 
and mismanaged; he set to work, however, and 
brought about a reign of order as rapidly as pos- 
sible, and by economic management and good 
judgment made a record for his office which has 
met deserved recognition. 

It is not out of place to refer to the fact that Mr. 
Corbett was also a first-class operator, in fact his 
ability in this respect ranked with any telegraphcr 
of his time, and it is quite common to hear to-day 
old timers refer to his marked ability in that line 
many years ago. He has been in the telegraph 
business over thirty years and has worked for the 
Western Union Telegraph Company all of that 
time. First as operator, and later as manager of 
Detroit, Mich., office, and then as assistant-super- 
intendent, now as superintendent. During all this 
period he has continued to make a good record 
for himself as an executive officer. One feature 
of his success appears to have been gained by his 
good judgment of men, and whenever he made 
the choice of a person for any position his wisdom 
was not shown in the selection alone, but in the 
personal interest which he took to have his 
choice succeed; in this way he has gathered 
around him able апа faithful managers and 
chiefs who are zealous in the discharge of their 


duties. 


JOHN F. WALLICK, 


Superintendent of the Sixth District, Western 
Division, Western Union Telegraph Company, 
Indianapolis, Ind., was born in Juniata County, 
Pa., March 2, 1830. 

He entered the telegraph service at Wooster, 
Ohio, in 1850, with Thomas Т. Eckert, now Presi- 
dent and General Manager of the Western Union 
Telegraph Company. Mr. Wallick was appointed 
manager of the Cincinnati and St. Louis Tele- 
graph Company at Indianapolis, Ind., in July, 1852. 

After the consolidation of offices of the Cincin- 
nati and St. Louis with the Ohio, Indiana and 
Піпоіѕ Telegraph Companies at Indianapolis, on 
May, 1853, he was employed as operator in the con- 
solidated office, under the management of J. W. 
Chapin. He succeeded Mr. Chapin as manager 
in September, 1853, and continued as manager un- 
til its absorption by the Western Union Telegraph 
Company in October, 1856, when he was appoint- 
ed manager of the latter company. Mr. Wallick 
was appointed superintendent of Sixth district, 
Central Division, (now Western), of the West- 
ern Union Telegraph Company, January 15, 
1864. He has been in continuous service with the 
above named companies from July 26th, 1852, to 
the present time. 

The Edison Telephone Exchanges at Indi- 
anapolis, Evansville, La Fayette and Richmond 
were constructed for the Western Union Telegraph 
Company under the supervision of Mr. Wallick, 
and he is now and has been since its organization 
a director in the Central Union Telephone Com- 
pany. Mr. Wallick enjoys the distinction of having 
been jn continuous service longer than any other 
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superintendent of the Western Union Telegraph 
Company. 


ISAAC; N. MILLER, 


Superintendent Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany, Cincinnati, Ohio, was born in Ohio, Septem- 
ber 25th, 1846, and is a characteristic “ Ohio man,” 
having always resided in the State. 

He entered the telegraphic service during Mor- 
gan’s celebrated raid through the southern part of 
the State in 1864. 

After twenty-eight days practice he took charge 
of the telegraph office at Martinsville, Ohio, a 
station on the Marietta and Cincinnati Railroad ; 
filling this position for one year, he was employed 
as extra operator by the same railroad until the 
Spring of 1866, when he was appointed manager 
and assistant agent at Athens, Ohio, which posi- 
tion he held six months, then being appointed 
manager at Chillicothe, Ohio, and chief operator 
of the Marietta and Cincinnati Railroad lines. In 
1868 he was appointed superintendent of telegraph 
for the same company, and occupied the position 
until July 20th, 1880, when he resigned to accept 
the position of superintendent of the American 
Union Telegraph Company with headquarters at 
Cincinnati. On the consolidation of the Western 
Union, the Atlantic and Pacific and the American 
Union Telegraph Companies in 1881, he was ap- 
pointed superintendent of the Seventh district, 
Central Division, of the Western Union Telegraph 
Company with headquarters at Cincinnati, which 
position he still occupies. Мг. Miller during his 
twenty-nine years of service has been an active 
student in electrical science and is an electrician of 
marked ability. It was he who devised the present 
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system of telegraphic train orders written upon 
manifold and arranged for the signatures of the con- 
ductor and engineer. The records of the Patent 
Office show a number of valuable patents issued to 


him. 


ISAAC McMICHAEL, 


Superintendent of the Western Union Telegraph 
Company, Minneapolis, Minn., was born at Brant- 
ford, Ont., January 7, 1840, and in 1856 entered the 
service of the Brantford and Goderich Telegraph 
Company. In 1860 he was at Piqua, Ohio, going 
thence to St. Louis where he entered the United 
States Military Telegraph Service. His early duties 
were in the field as operator for Generals Fremont 
and Pope in central Missouri, and afterwards in 
St. Louis, Little Rock and Ft. Smith, Ark. 

At the close of the war Mr. McMichael entered 
the service of the Western Union Telegraph Com- 


pany, at Kansas City and St. Louis, at which latter 


post he was, їп 1869 appointed chief operator, and 
in 1870 chief clerk to Superintendent Clowry, who 
in 1874, appointed him assistant superintendent of 
the Second Central District. On the formation of 
the Eighth Central District, July 1, 1881, Mr, 


McMichael was appointed superintendent. No 


higher proof could be givenof the estimate formed 
of his energy and ability, as well of his prudence 


and fidelity. 
JACOB LEVIN, 


Assistant Superintendent of the Western Union 
Telegraph Company, Minneapolis, Minn., was born 
in South Carolina, January 11, 1851. Не began his 
telegraph career in 1869. Going west to Atchison, 
Kansas, in 1872, he filled the position of press 
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JACOB LEVIN. 


operator for seven years at that point and for nine 
years was manager of the same office. 

During his sojourn in the west, Mr. Levin has 
been Manager of the following offices: Atchison, 
Kansas; Denison, Texas; Sedalia and St. Joseph, 
Mo., and Omaha, Neb. 

Mr. Levin was appointed to his present position, 
that of assistant superintendent, Eighth district, 
Western Division, with headquarters at Minneapo- 
lis, Minn., in July, 1890. This district comprises, in 
whole or in part, the following States: Michigan, 
Wisconsin, Illinois, Iowa, Nebraska, South Dakota, 
North Dakota, Montana, Idaho, Washington and 
Oregon. | 
STEPHEN CODDING MASON, 

Chief Clerk to Colonel R. C. Clowry, vice-presi- 
dent and general superintendent of the Western 
Union Telegraph Company, Chicago, ПІ. was 
born on a farm, in Will County, Illinois, January 
roth, 1838. In 1846 his parents removed to the 
village of Lockport, in the same county, and in 
1850 he wee the O'Reilly telegraph ofice as 
messenger for his illi 
мааа In oc ae ieee es a 
Chicago, and Mr. Mason, then but a о 
е ан е the managership o 
е retained until 
October 1852, when he followed his broth 
Chicago, where he was operator on the Milwauk И 
wire in the О'КеШу office, of which his Bicho. 


was the manager. In 18 
К 53, the О’ ; 
Speed offices having consolidated, Ке апа 


Cobb sent the Mason boys to Milwauk tendent 
Mason as manager, and S. С. Mason as poles Т, 
rator, 


where the latter had his first experience іп receiv- 
ing press reports, which came from Buffalo, in 
what was then considered “lightning” style. In 
those days, but one copy was taken at the instru- 
ment, and this was passed along from one reporter 
to another to be copied, the newspaper men being 
admitted to the office for that purpose. In 1855, 
Mr. Mason was called home by his father, who 
had been appointed collector on the Illinois and 
Michigan Canal, and required his son’s services as 
clerk. By securing the managership of the Lock- 
port office in Covington, with the clerkship, he was 
able to earn more money than was then paid to the 
manager of the Chicago office. In 1858, Мг. 
Mason resigned this position to a younger brother, 


STEPHEN CODDING MASON. 


and went to La Salle, Ill, as clerk to the col- 
lector. The next year he was appointed inspector, 
and in 1862 he was made collector on the canal, at 
Chicago, where he remained for ten years. Working 
winters for the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany, sometimes as operator, and again as clerk in 
the superintendent’s office, where he secured a val- 
uable knowledge of the general business of the 
company. In 1872, W. C. Van Horne, then gen- 
eral superintendent of the St. Louis, Kansas City 
and Northern Railroad, appointed Mr. Mason 
superintendent of telegraph on that road, where he 
remained nine years. In the fall of 1881, Mr. 
Mason returned to Chicago, as chief clerk to 
Colonel R. C. Clowry, vice-president and general 
superintendent of the Westerndivision, of the Wes- 
tern Union Telegraph Company, which position he 
still holds. Мг. Mason was united in marriage in 


1859, with Miss Cornelia R. Gooding, who, with 


five of the six sons born to them, still survives. 


MERRITT C. BRISTOL, 


Superintendent of Construction, Western Union 
Telegraph Company, Chicago, is a native of New 
York State. He entered the Western Union 
Telegraph Company’s service in 1861 as line 
builder in a construction gang under Mr. Dennis 
Doren, who is now general superintendent of con- 
struction of the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany. 

Mr. Bristol entered the United States Military 
Telegraph service with Mr. Doren January 1st, 
1862, but returned to the Western Union Telegraph 
service in August, 1862, as foreman of a con- 
struction gang. | 

He was appointed superintendent of construction 
February rst, 1864, of the territory comprising 
Western Pennsylvania, Southern Ohio, Indiana, 
Illinois and Northern Kentucky, with headquarters 
at Cincinnati, Ohio. 

He was transferred to Chicago, February 1st, 
1879, and soon afterwards made superintendent of 
construction of the entire Western Division, which 
extends from Buffalo, N. Y., and Pittsburg, Pa., 
to the Pacific coast, and from Canada to the Gulf of 
Mexico. 


CHARLES H. SUMMERS, 


Electrician, Western Union Telegraph Company, 
located at Chicago, is a native of Kentucky. He 
entered the telegraph service in 1854 as an oper- 
ator on the old Pittsburg, Cincinnati and Louis- 
ville Telegraph line, built over the highway from 
Pittsburg to Louisville, of which James D. Reid, 
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was superintendent. After this line was consoli- 
dated with the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany he worked at different points as an operator 
and in 1859, while working at Indianapolis, was 
offered and accepted a good position on the rail- 
road lines. Indianapolis was his headquarters 
until 1867, when he was made superintendent of 
telegraph of the Indianapolis, Cincinnati and La- 
Fayette Railroad telegraph lines and located at 
Cincinnati. In 1869 he was called to Chicago as 
electrician of the Central Division of the Western 
Union Telegraph Company, by General Anson 
Stager. Не has been in the service of this com- 
pany as electrician ever s'nce that time. 

Long experience with the telegraph company 
has made Mr. Summers a veritable telegraph en- 
cyclopedia. He has traveled over and inspected 


CHARLES H. SUMMERS. 


the telegraph company’s lines so often that he 
carries a map of the great system of lines and 
offices in his mind and this familiarity enables him 
to decide at once upon all matters referred to his 
department. Mr. Summers has had some rare 
experiences while in the line of duty. He was 
once blown up on a steamboat on the Ohio river, 
captured by the Rebels, shot by the Greasers on 
the Mexican border, blown up in an underground 
man-hole in the streets of Chicago, but yet he still 
may be found at his headquarters in Chicago 
attending to business as usual. Mr. Summers has 
a large acquaintance among the prominent men 
of the country as well as with the craft, and is 
perfectly at home in any part of the Western 
country. 
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]. В. TREE, 


Superintendent First district, Southern Division, 
Western Union Telegraph Company, Richmond, 
Va., was taught telegraphy by Alfred Vail, at 
Washington, D. C., in 1847, on the original copper 
wire from Washington to Baltimore, strung to test 
the Morse invention, under an appropriation of 
Congress. Не was appointed manager of Peters- 
burg, Va., office, of the Washington and New 
Orleans line in 1848, and was transferred to Wash- 
ington as chief operator in the same year. He was 
promoted to inspector of lines running from Wash- 
ington to Petersburg, Va., in 1850. When the 
office was abolished and the maintenance of the 
lines was given out by contract in 1851, he was 
appointed chief operator at Washington, and also 
appointed manager of the same office in 1852. He 
was then appointed manager of the Magnetic, 
Washington and New Orleans Telegraph Com- 
pany at Washington, and served in that capacity 
until 1854, when he was appointed superintendent 
of the Lynchburg and Abingdon Telegraph Com- 
pany, and built the line from Richmond to Lynch- 

burg. After this he was made manager of 
Raleigh, N. C ee 

aieigh, N. C., office, and later transfe 
ы Sterred to 
Washington as manager, where he served until 
1857. He was then appointed s : | 
superintendent of 
the Norfolk and Petersbur Tel 
| urg lelegraph Compan 
and served in that capacıty until 1865, acti у, 
ing the war as treasurer of the Norfolk i T е 
burg Railroad and Peters. 
urg Каггоаа Company, and as general 

tendent of the Southern Telegraph C а! Superin- 
assisting and aiding in the supervision ы, 
telegraph on Atlantic Seaboard f ої military 
States. In 1865, he wae o lor the Confederate 
Ppointed clerk in the 


engineer's office of the American Telegraph Com- 
pany, at 145 Broadway, New York, and was trans- 
ferred to Corinth, Miss., as superintendent of the 
Seventh district, Southern Division, of the Western 
Union Telegraph Company, in 1871. The head- 
quarters were removed to Louisville in 1872, and to 
Nashville, Tenn.,in 1875. He was then trans- 
ferred to Richmond, Va., in 1882, as superintendent 
of the First district, Southern Division, Western 
Union Telegraph Company. Mr. Тгееѕ tele- 
graphic career extends overa period of almost forty- 
seven years. 


CHARLES A. DARLTON, 


Superintendent of Telegraph, Richmond and Dan- 
ville Railroad Company, Washinton, D. C., was 
born in Warren County, N. J..in April,1851. He 
entered the telegraph service in the fall of 1864, 
and held positions as telegraph operator on various 
railroads until April, 1872, then he entered the 
service of the Pittsburg, Cincinnati and St. Louis 
Railroad, as train dispatcher and chief train dis- 
patcher, which position he held until December 1st, 
1881, when he accepted a position as superintendent 
of telegraph with the Cincinnati, Hamilton and 
Dayton Railroad, which he held one year from that 
date. Не then accepted the telegraph superin- 
tendency of the Lake Erie and St. Louis Railroad, 
and afterward a similar position on the Long Is- 
land Railroad, which he relinquished July 15th, 
1886, when he accepted a similar position with the 
Richmond and Danville Railroad Company, which 
position he now occupies. 


]. COMPTON, 


Superintendent of the Western Union Telegraph 
Company, Nashville, Tenn., entered the telegraph 
service as a messenger boy in 1848, on the 
O'Reilly lines, Wheeling, W. Ма. In 1850 he 
was appointed to take charge at Louisville, Ку, 
of the 2nd wire running from Pittsburg, Pa. 
Thence, after holding positions as manager and 
and operator at Tuscumbia, Ala., Holly Springs, 
Miss., Kosciusko, Miss., and Jackson, Miss., he 
was appointed in 1852 superintendent of the 
Morse and O'Reilly Lines, from Jackson, Miss., 
and Vicksburg to New Orleans. Resigning that 
position, he took charge at Jackson, Miss., as 
manager, and in 1857 he gave up the telegraph 
service, accepting a position as local editor and 
business manager of the Vicksburg, Miss., Sentinel, 
апа later was appointed general ticket agent of 
the New Orleans, Jackson and Great Northern 
Railroad. Не re-entered the telegraph service in 
1865, as superintendent of the Fifth district, with 
headquarters at New Orleans. The old Third, 
Fifth, Sixth and Seventh districts were gradually 


merged into the Second district with headquarters 
at Nashville, Tenn, 


J. A. BRENNER, 


Superintendent of the Western U 
Company at Augusta, Ga., 
August, 1849, in the Washington, D.C office of 
the Bain line. He left the Bain line М Decem- 
ber of that year and accepted a position with the 
Magnetic Telegraph Company under J. R. Baile 

manager, Washington, D. С. Mr. Brenner мы 
ed with the Magnetic Company until the early 
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part of 1850, when he accepted a place with 
Wm. Linton, manager of the Washington and 
New Orleans Telegraph Company, Washington, 
D. C., Elam Alexander, of Macon, Ga., being the 
president. He remained with that company until the 
latter part of 1852, when he accepted a position 
with a mercantile house, Washington, D. C. In 
1853, he received an appointment in the Census 
Bureau at Washington, D. C. In 1854 Amos 
Kendall, having been elected president of the 
Washington and New Orleans Telegraph Com- 
pany and Mr. J. B. Tree appointed as manager of 
Washington, D.C., office, Mr. Brenner was offered 
a position with Mr. Tree and he accepted the same. 
In July, 1855, Amos Kendall requested Mr. Brenner 


J. A. BRENNER. 


to go to Columbia, 5. С., and take charge of that 
office temporarily. In September, 1855, he was 
sent to Augusta, Ga., to take charge of that office. 
In May, 1856, he was appointed district superinten- 
dent by Amos Kendall and remained in charge 
until the latter part of the year 1859, when he was 
relieved by Wm. Heiss. He then accepted a place 
with the Southern Express Co., and took charge 
of the construction of a line for that company from 
Columbia, S. C., to Charlotte, N. C., completing 
the same on the day of the election of Abraham 
Lincoln as President of the United States. After 
the beginning of the late war he was requested to 
take charge of the present Third district, under 
Dr. Morris, president, апа J. R. Dowell, general 
superintendent, where he has remained uninter- 


ru ptedly ever since, 


J. M. STEPHENS, а 5 

Superintendent of the Western Union Telegraph 
Company, Atlanta, Ga., was born at Canton, Са., 
November 11, 1848. Like many others he began 
his telegraph career at the bottom round of the 
ladder as a messenger boy, which in his case was at 
Kingston, Ga., in 1863. Не then filled various 
positions as railroad agent and operator and train 
dispatcher on the Western and Atlantic Railroad 
until 1867, since which time he has been employed 
by the Western Union Telegraph Company at 
Atlanta, Ga., as operator and manager until 1891, 
when he was appointed superintendent of the 
Fourth district, Southern Division. 


BENJAMIN FRANKLIN DILLON 
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BENJAMIN FRANKLIN DILLON, 


Superintendent of Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany, Jacksonville, Fla., was born іп Screven 
County, Ga., April 21st, 1849. He learned tele- 
graphy in 1861, and was employed by the Confed- 
erate Government as operator from the beginning 
to the end of the war. He attended school for two 
years after hostilities were ended, and then entered 
his father’s mercantile business as clerk апа book- 
keeper. In 1870 he went west, and located in 
Kansas City, Mo., accepting a position as operator 
forthe Western Union Telegraph Company. From 
Kansas City he went to Lake City, Fla., where he 
remained only a few months, then going to Augus- 
ta, Ga., where he resided until 1873, when he was 
married and went to Savannah, Ga., as chief oper- 
ator. He was promoted to the management of 
that office, and in 1887 was made superintendent 
of the Fifth district, with headquarters at Jackson- 
ville, Fla. Не is at present president of the City 
Council, treasurer of one, and president of another 
investment company, and director of the Florida 
Saving and Investment Bank. 


JOSEPH E. FENN, 


Electrician of Southern Division, Western Union 
Telegraph Company, New York City, was born at 


Cleveland, Ohio, in 1847. He first entered the 
telegraph service as substitute operator while a 
student in the college at Hudson, O. In 1863, he 
volunteered as a private soldier in the 84th Ohio 
Volunteer Infantry. He was promoted to first 
sergeant, and in the operations at Vicksburg was 
severely wounded and discharged. Не then re- 
entered the service of the United States Telegraph 
Company in 1864, as operator at Oil City, Ра. In 
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1860, he was appointed manager of the Atlantic 
and Pacific Telegraph Company, and in 1874 was 
appointed electrician of the Gallagher Gold and 
Stock Printing Company, of New York. In 1876, 
he re-entered the service of the Western Union 
Telegraph Company, and was detailed by Elec- 
trician Prescott to assist in the experiments соп- 
nected with the Harmonic system of Elisha Gray, 
and afterwards on the electricians’ staff of the 
Western Union Telegraph Company, in connection 
with the developing and introducing of the duplex 
and quadruplex systems. In 1880, he entered the 
service of the American Union Telegraph Com- 
pany, as assistant electrician, and after the consoli- 
dation with the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany, was assigned to service in the latter company 
as assistant circuit manager. 

In May, 1884, upon the appointment of J. 
Merrihew as general superintendent of the South- 
ern Division, he was appointed electrician of the 
Southern Division, which position he still retains. 

Mr. Fenn has invented and placed in satisfactory 
service on the lines of the companies he has been 
employed in, various important improvements in 
connection with the duplex 
systems, 

In the introduction of the Wheatstone system on 
the lines of the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany, he gave very effective service. 


and quadruplex 


HARRY ELLIOTT ROBSON 
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Was born near Newcastle- 


March 27th, 1855, and in September, 1865, when 
but ten and a half years old, entered the United 
Kindom Electric Telegraph Со» service at Perth 
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Scotland, as messenger. Неге he quickly learned 
to work the Morseand other instruments, and on 
the removal of his parents to Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
in July, 1866, he joined the same company there as 
needle clerk, and a few months later was made a 
junior Morse clerk ; and in the following year was 
placed in charge of the Market St. branch office. 
Here he remained until the general transfer to the 
government service in 1870. Active, energetic, 
and ambitious, Mr. Robson practically covered 
every branch of the service until January 31, 1876. 
He then entered the Direct United States Cable 
Co’s service at Chester, England, whence, June 156, 
1877, he was transferred to their London office, 
where he remained until December 31st, 1879, and 
then began the new year of 1880, with the French 
Cable Company, at their London office. Eight 
months later he was appointed manager for 
same company at New York, and early in 1881, 
became superintendent. 

Mr. Robson’s popularity in England, as well as 
his reputation as an expert and progressive tele- 
grapher, were well known in New York before his 
arrival, and it was not long before the American 
officials recognized his good business qualifications. 

Upon the laying of the American Telegraph and 
Cable Company’s cables in August, 1881, Mr. 
Robson was tendered and accepted the appoint- 
ment to his present position as superintendent for 
that company at London. 

Mr. Robson is what Americans term a self-made 
man, courteous, cultured and educated; witty and 
humorous; and no one who comes within his in- 
fluence but are the better for it. 


G. R. MOCKRIDGE. 
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G. R. MOCKRIDGE, 


Superintendent of the Western Union Telegraph 
Company, Penzance, England, was born in 1854, 
at Bristol, England, and was educated at the 
Bristol Grammar School. 

His first startin telegraphy was made in 1869, 
when he obtained a nomination as a learner at 
Paddington Station, the London terminus of the 
Great Western Railway Company. After becoming 
proficient he was transferred to Swansea, South 
Wales, where he shortly after joined the govern- 
ment service and remained there in that service 
until 1872, when he returned to London апа en- 
tered the service of the Exchange Telegraph 
Company, which had then lately started the tickers 
for supplying stock quotations, etc. In June, 1874, 
during the construction of the Direct United 
States Company’s cable, he received an appoint- 
ment in that company, and was sent to Messrs. 
Siemens’ works at Woolwich to familiarize him- 
self with ‘ Mirror” working. In August of the 
same year he was appointed to Torbay, Nova 
Scotia. After remaining there between five and 
six years, he was transferred to the Rye Beach, 
New Hampshire station, and thence to Boston, 
Mass. He resigned from the service of the Direct 
Cable Company in June, 1881, to accept the super- 
intendency of the American Telegraph and Cable 
Company's (now Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany’s) station at Penzance, which position he still 
holds. 

Mr. Mockridge as an operator, had the repu- 
tation of being one of the best in the cable service. 
His record while with the Direct Cable Company 
at Torbay, has never been surpassed, and whether 
Mirror or Recorder—American or Continental 
Morse—his speed, and accuracy, and copy, were 
always the same. Не is well known on both sides 
of the Atlantic, has always been inclined to scien- 
tific reading and study, has an analytical mind, and 
combines with strict business methods, those 
qualities of heart that are reflected in the esteem 
and regard in which he is held, by all who have 
business and social relations with him. 

In Freemasonry, he has obtained high rank in 
the Province of Cornwall, being a Past Master in 
the Craft and Mark Past First Principal in the 
Royal Arch, and a Provincial Grand Officer in 
each. 

DANIEL LE ROUGETEL, 


Superintendent of the Western Union Telegraph 
Company, Liverpool, England, was born in Jersey, 
Channel Islands, January 22nd, 1855, and at the 
age of 16, having learned to telegraph, was assigned 
to relief work there in the English Government 
Postal service. He soon became a good operator, 


and on February 24th, 1872, took duty under an 
appointment in the Liverpool office, where during 
the next four years he ranked among the best. On 
March 15th, 1876, he entered the service of the 
Direct Cable Company, at their Chester station. 
Here he had an opportunity, and embraced it, for 
acquiring technical and practical knowledge of 
cable working, and of the methods employed in the 
cable business. Realizing that America іп point 
of time was telegraphically but a few minutes dis- 
tant, his next move was to the French Cable Com- 
pany, where we find him November st, 1880, as 
assistant manager in their New York office. This 
company’s offices were in the same building with 
the American Union Telegraph Company, and in 


DANIEL LE ROUGETEL. 


order to facilitate the transfer of business, the Op- 
erating rooms of the two companies were on the 
same floor. Mr. Le Rougetel’s energy and ability, 
and ready adaptation to American requirements, 
were soon noted, and in July, 1881, when the 
American Telegraph and Cable Company laid its 
two cables, which were leased in 1882 to the West- 
ern Union Telegraph Company, he was invited to 
its service as superintendent at Liverpool, which 
position he accepted and still holds. 

Mr. Le Rougetel has an excellent staff of oper- 
ators and clerks, whom he imbues with his own 
earnestness, activity and precision. He is of a 
studious nature and speaks several languages ; and 
combines with a rigid adherence to sterling busi- 


ness principles,a most pleasing and cordial geni- 
ality of manner. 


SOL. PALMER, 


Superintendent of Construction, Western Union 
Telegraph Company, St. Louis, was born at York- 
town, Westchester Co., №. Y., June 1, 1823. In 
the summer of 1845, he commenced the work of 
telegraph line construction on Broadway—the 
first line that was ever built in New York City— 
and from that day to thishe has been engaged in 
the same work. 

In May, 1853, when the company leased the 
O'Reilly line in Ohio, Indiana, Michigan and Hli- 
nois, Mr. Palmer was sent West to construct lines 
by the company which was then owned by Messrs. 
Wade, Speed and E. Cornell. The lines they 
owned were built on highways. After leaving 
New York city the wire ran up the Hudson through 
Peekskill to Break Neck, about two miles beyond 
where the wire crossed the river to Rutter Moun- 
tain, then up on the west side through West 
Point to Newburg to Goshen, on the Erie Railway, 
then west on the highway to Erie, Pa., taking in all 
the small towns en route. The New York office at 
that time was at the corner of Exchange Place and 
Beaver street, on the third floor. The operator in 
charge was William Butcher, who was one of the 
very first sound operators. Mr. A. B. Cornell and 
Charles Robinson, were also sound operators in 
those early days in this office. The latter accom- 


panied Professor Morse to Europe, when he went 
there with his patent. 


At the breaking out of the war, Mr. Palmer was 
attached to the departments of the Mississippi and 


Cumberland to construct government lines, and 
was constantly engaged in such work 1 


l intil June, 
1867, when he was appointed chief of ¢ 


onstruction 
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of the Second District, with headquarters at St. 
Louis, and which position he still retains. 

Mr. Palmer, has been identified with the tele- 
graph ever since Professor Morse built the first 
line between Washington and Baltimore. He is 
well and favorably known throughout the entire 


country. 


ALBERT E. SINK, 


Manager of the General Operating Department 
of the Western Union Telegraph Co., New York, 
was born at Utica, N. Y., December 1, 1848. Mr. 
Sink received his education, like many others who 
have attained prominence in the telegraph profes- 
sion, in the great school of telegraphy. 

One of his first positions at the key was to 
receive press reports at Utica, N. Y. He after: 
wards located in Buffalo, where he remained some 
time as Associated Press Operator. 

In 1872 Mr. Sink accepted a position in New 
York city as Operator for the Western Union 
Telegraph Company, and in 1875 he was appointed 
assistant chief operator. This position he held 
until 1882, when he was appointed acting night 
manager and afterwards made night manager. 

On June 16, 1893, Мг. Sink was called upon to 
occupy the manager’s chair. The appointment, 
like previous promotions, came to Mr. Sink with- 
Out any solicitation on his part whatever, which 
rendered his selection to him the more pleasing 
Mr. Sink is affable as well as approachable, and 
his appointment has met with general approval 
on all sides. He necessarily understands by his 
many years experience, the proper methods to 
pursue in the successful management of the largest 
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telegraph office оп the continent. Апа he is fre- 
quently found with parties of his own staff enjoy- 
ing with them an outing ora club dinner. He 
exacts from the employés the strict fulfillment of 
the rules of the office, but at the same time leniency 
and justice are mingled in their observance. 


THOMAS M. BRENNAN, 


Assistant Manager General Operating Depart- 
ment, Western Union Telegraph Company, New 
York, was born in Ireland, December 25, 1844. 
He came to New York in 1850 and commenced in 
the telegraph service on October 11, 1861, with the 
American Telegraph Company as messenger, at 
an office then located in the Drove Yards at Madi- 
son Ave. and 44th St., New York city. In 1862, 
he was appointed manager of a branch office at 
4tst St. апа 11th Ave., and after that was employed 
at various offices in New York and Brooklyn for a 
few years. Then he was transferred to the Super- 
intendent’s office, at 145 Broadway. About this 
time the American and Western Union Telegraph 
Companies combined. In 1870 he was transferred 
to the general operating department, as night chief 
of city department; in 1880, transferred to day 
duty as chief of force and assistant manager of 
Operating department. 
EDWARD F. CUMMINGS, 


Night Manager of the Western Union Telegraph 
Company, New York, was born at Staatsburg, N. 
Y., February 16th, 1856. Не entered the tele- 
graph service as messenger boy in 1866, and was 
appointed operator in 1868. In 1871, he held the 
position of manager at the Grand Central Depot 
railroad office of the Hudson River Railroad Com- 
pany at the opening of the new depot. He was 
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EDWARD F. CUMMINGS. 


transferred to 195 Broadway in 1876, and was 
appointed chief operator in 1880, and in 1891 was 
appointed assistant night manager, and іп 1893 
was made night manager. 


EDWARD P. GRIFFITH, 


The General Wire Chief of the Western Union 
Telegraph Company, New York, was born in 
Brooklyn, N. Y., in 1858. 

He entered the telegraph service in Brooklyn 
in 1872, and was employed by various railroads 
and press associations throughout the country 
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until 1878, when he returned to the New York 
Western Union Office. Since that time he has 
been identified with the cable service, race bureau, 
Southern traffic, and the wires generally. 


JAMES C. ROBINSON, 


Assistant night manager, general operating depart- 
ment, Western Union Telegraph Company, New 
York, was born at Portsmouth, N. H., January 14, 
1849. He entered the office of the American Tel- 
egraph Company as messenger, at Saco, Me., in 
October, 1864, and was employed as operator in 
various offices in Superintendent Bedlow’s district, 
until the spring of 1871, when he accepted a posi- 
tion as operator in the Boston office of the Western 
Union Telegraph Company. He was transferred 
to Newport, R. I., for the summer season of 1871, 
1872 and 1873. He was also temporarily assigned 
to duty at Springfield, Mass., in the winter of 1873- 
74. Returning to Boston early in 1874, he was as- 
signed to the main press wire, nights. In Septem- 
ber, 1879, he was appointed manager of the cable 
office at Duxbury, Mass. Resigning this position, 
he came to New York in May, 1882, where he was 
appointed to the regular night force as operator. 
Не was promoted to the position of assistant chief 
of city department, June ist, 1886, and general 
traffic chiet in February, 1892, and assistant night 


manager on April т, 1893, which position he still 
retains. 


ROBERT H. MORRIS, 

Electrical Engineer of the Western Union Tele- 
graph Company, New York, was born in Mon- 
mouth County, N. J., February 23, 1844. He first 
entered the service of the United States Telegraph 


ROBERT H. MORRIS. 
Company, and remained in its employ until that 
company consolidated with the Western Union 
Telegraph Company, and he has remained with 
the latter company ever since. 
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CONRAD A. MEYER, 


Eastern Division Chief, Western Union Telegraph 
Company, New York, was born in that city, 
October 14th, 1856. He entered the telegraph 
service there in 1871, as messenger for the Western 
Union Telegraph Company, at their main office, 
but led by his ambition he soon became an office 
boy in the operating department ; later on, a clerk, 
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and finally an operator, and was for some years 
one of the staff of the original 145 Broadway 
cable room. He was next in charge of the per- 
forating department of the Edison Automatic 
System, with the Atlantic and Pacific Telegraph 
Company, and a few years later as all night chief, 
and subsequently night manager with the American 
Union. The consolidation of the American Union 
with the Western Union Telegraph Company, 
transferred him to the latter company’s New York 
office, as assistant wire chief of the Eastern 
Division. Mr. Meyer, although identified more 
particularly with the Eastern than with any other 
division of the office, has by the same character- 
istics and ambition which led him from the mes- 
senger service to the operating department, made 
himself familiar with all the divisions, and has 
served at every section of the switch, not only 
with credit to himself, but with satisfaction to all. 
Mr. Meyer is active and energetic in all the 
societies and clubs of the fraternity in New York, 
is an accomplished musician, organist in one of 
New York’s churches, an amateur actor of note, 
manager of several amateur dramatic associations, 
and appears to be always “hustling,” not only to 
the advantage of the company, but to the amuse- 
ment, entertainment, and benefit ot his associates. 


EDWIN F. HOWELL, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, 195 
Broadway, New York city, better known as the 
operator who has for eleven years tested appli- 
cants, was born on December 31st, 1854, at Car- 
bonear, Newfoundland, and was educated at the 
Harbor ,Grace Grammar School. Не then be- 


came a messenger in the office of the New York, 

Newfoundland and London Telegraph Company, 

at Harbor Grace, and while acting in that capacity, 

learned the art of telegraphy. On March 17, 1870, 

he was transferred to the cable relay station at 

Hearts Content, and in 1871 was assigned to reg- 
ular duty on cable circuits between Hearts’ Con- 
tent and Port Hastings. In 1872, while not yet 
seventeen years of age, he was transferred to the 
cable station at Port Hastings. He entered the 
service of the Western Union Telegraph Сот- 
pany, when the New York, Newfoundland, and 
London Company's lines in Cape Breton were 
consolidated. In 1878, Mr. Howell came to New 
York city, and accepted a position on the night 
force at 195 Broadway, and in 1881, he was ap- 
pointed all night wire chief, and in September, 
1883, was transferred to the day force, and after a 
few months service as traffic chief, went to the 
switchboard, and served duty first on the East, 
then on the South, and from 1888 to the present 
time on the Western section. 

In 1891, he was appointed Western divisi п 
chief, and has been chief in charge on Sundays 
since 1889. 

Mr. Howell has been identified with all efforts 
made to advance the interests cf the fraternity, 
and was one of the charter members of the Aid 


Society, the Building Loan Association, and the 
Magnetic Club. 


WM. H. JACKSON, 

Southern Division Chief of the Western Union 

Telegraph Company, New York, was born at 

Wellington, Ontario, Canada, January 3, 1854. 
He learned telegraphy at that place in 1869, and 
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worked as operator at Granger, Utah, until 1871, 
Mr. Jackson has worked as operator at Toronto, 
Montreal, Ottawa, Kingston and London, Canada, 
until 1873, when he came to New York for the West- 
ern Union Telegraph Company, then at 145 Broad- 
way. In 1886 Mr. Jackson was appointed traffic 
chief and assistant wire chief in 1890. 
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FERDINAND W. GREGORY, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, 195 
Broadway, New York City, was born at Gilboa, 
N. Y., in 1844. He learned telegraphy on the 
Erie lines, and took charge of his first office at 
Mast Hope, Pa., in 1857. He was shortly after- 
wards transferred to Narrowsburg, N. Y., anda 
few months later was placed in charge of the office 
at Lackawaxen, Pa. In 1858 he resigned and 
went to Chicago, Il., where he entered the service 
of the Illinois and Mississippi Telegraph Com- 
pany. A few months later he was employed by 
Thomas Т. Eckert, Superintendent of the Pitts- 
burg, Ft. Wayne, and Chicago lines, taking charge 
of the office at the depot, where he remained until 
the breaking out of the war. He Joined the Chicago 
Board of Trade Battery, enlisting for three years. 
He met with an accidental injury some few months 
after, which disabled him for further service, and 
he was honorably discharged | 
Chicago. In а few months he resumed work for 
the Pittsburg, Ft. Wayne and Chicago Railroad 
Company, as operator and ticket agent at their 
office near Twelfth street, Chicago, where he re- 
mained until 1863, again resigning to take a clerk- 
ship in Major DuBarry’s office, Purchasing Com- 
missary, U. S. A., Department of the South, at 
Cincinnati, O. He did not engage in the tele- 
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third national prize at the National Competitive 
Examination in 1880. 

He subsequently conducted the class in Tele- 
graph Engineering in connection with that Insti- 
tute, and was also actively concerned іп the for- 


graph business again until 1869; he then went to 
work for the Western Union Telegraph Company, 
at 145 Broadway, New York, апа has continued 
in the business ever since. He was appointed 
chief operator in 1875. 
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WILLIAM FINN, 


Electrician of the Western Union Telegraph 
Company, New York, was born in Lancaster, 
England, March 24th, 1852. He entered the ser- 
vice of the Electric and International Telegraph 
Company in that city in 1867, and shortly after- 
wards received his first appointment as “clerk in 
charge” of Workington, Cumberland. А year 
later he was transferred to Preston, and from there 
to Manchester, and subsequently to Lancaster, 
where he was stationed when the government took 
possession of the telegraphs in 1870. 

Soon after this event he received an appoint- 
ment in the Government Telegraph Service in 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, where he first commenced 
the study of electrical science. 

While a student in Lord Armstrong's Institute 
of Science, he succeeded in gaining numerous 
first class government certificates and Queen’s 
prizes as the result of various successful exami- 
nations in the subjects of electricity, magnetism, 
acoustics, light, heat, etc. 

About the year 1876, when the school of tech- 
nology was established as a Government Institute 
in Newcastle, Mr. Finn became one of its students, 
and was afterwards appointed as one of its prin- 
cipals, having meanwhile become a medallist, 
through securing the first class certificate in the 
advanced grade of technology, together with the 
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mation and tuition of a telegraphy class of about 
forty members of the telegraph service, which 
class ultimately acquired a much more than local 
reputation. 

In the meantime, Mr. Finn had been promoted 
to the position of chief test clerk, which position 
he held at the time he accepted an offer of the 
Western Union Telegraph Company, made through 
Mr. W. H. Preece in 1882, to aid in introducing 
and operating the Wheatstone automatic system 
in this country. 


He was sent to Buffalo, N. Y., in 1883, оп ac- 
count of his repeater knowledge and experience, 
and remained there about nine years, during which 
period he was more or less active in scientific and 
musical circles. 

He was largely instrumental in establishing the 
Buffalo Electrical Society, of which he was succes- 
sively made treasurer, consulting electrician, presi- 
dent, and honorary member. 

He is one of the authors of Terry and Finn's 
popular work on telegraphic apparatus, which has 
had a very extensive circulation among the tele- 
graphic fraternity. 

In 1891, he was transferred to New York, where 
he now holds the position of quadruplex repeater, 
and Wheatstone expert. 

He is also identified with the Telegraph Age, 
in the capacity of editor of the electrical depart- 
ment, and contributes the technical articles which 
appear in that journal. 


W. A. VAN ORDEN, 


Draughtsman of the Western Union Telegraph 
Company, New York, was born in Tarrytown, West- 
chester Co., №. Y., June 27th, 1855. Не began his 
telegraphic career in 1871, as an operator with the 
Franklin Telegraph Company, (afterwards соп- 
solidated with the Atlantic and Pacific) at the 
main office, Іг Broad street, New York, which 
was subsequently moved to 198 Broadway, and 
later to 145 Broadway. For several years he was 
the youngest operator on the force. In May, 
1877, he secured a position with the Board of 
Trade Telegraph line, a system of leased lines in- 
augurated by the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany to combat the Atlantic and Pacific and 
American Union Telegraph Companies, chiefly be- 
tween Commercial Exchanges, its main office being 
located in the Produce Exchange, New York. 
After the retirement of the American Union from 
the field, the Board of Trade line per se ceased 


W. A. VAN ORDEN. 


longer to exist, but the office was continued as a 
Western Union Telegraph branch, and Mr. Van 
Orden remained until 1881, when he became man- 
ager of the Mutual Union Telegraph office, in 
the Produce Exchange. 

Shortly after the telegraphers’ strike of 1883, he 
became chief operator of the Southern Telegraph 
Company’s main office at the Naval Stores Ex- 
change. This company had a brief and uneventful 
career, and fell into the Western Union hopper in 
1885. Mr. Van Orden entered the service of the 
Western Union Telegraph Co. on July sth, 1885, 
as an operator, has since served in the capacities 
of traffic chief, quadruplex chief and draughtsman. 

He is now assistant to General Wire Chief 
Mitchell, and among other duties has charge of all 
records pertaining to underground апа aerial 
cables and pole lines of the First District. 


JOHN F. SHOREY, 


Was born at Colebrook, N. H., September 7, 
1852. He commenced his telegraph service as 
messenger for the Vermont and Boston Telegraph 
Company at St. Johnsbury, Vt., October 1, 1863. 
He was appointed operator in November of the 
following year and worked the Bain system until 
it was superseded by the Morse system, and that 
company absorbed by the Western Union in 1868. 
He acted as manager of various offices in the old 
Fourth district, Eastern Division, until 1873, when 
he went to Boston with the Western Union, remain- 
ing there until the spring of 1881. In that year 
he engaged in the wholesale furniture business in 


JOHN F. SHOREY. 


New York city, where he remained until 1891, 
when he returned to the Western Union Telegraph 
Company, at 195 Broadway, New York, in March, 
1891. Не is now in charge of error and correction 
service of the New York office. 
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FRED. O. NOURSE, 


General Traffic Chief of the W 
Telegraph Company, New York, 
Littleton, N. H., October 3, 1859. Не en- 
tered the telegraph business as operator for 
a railroad at Wing Road, М. H., a small rail- 


estern Union 
was born at 


road junction іп the northern part of New 
Hampshire, in 1876. After working in several 
smaller offices he went to Boston, Mass., for the 
Western Union, in 1879. About two years later 
he was made night traffic chief, and in 1881 he was 
made manager of the Cape Cod Cable office, which 
place he held until 1882, when the French Cable 
Company was forced to withdraw from the cable 
pool. Mr. Nourse then returned to Boston and 
was soon made assistant to the night manager. 
When the Baltimore and Ohio Telegraph Com- 
pany opened their office in Boston, Mr. Nourse re- 
signed his position with the Western Union and 
entered that company’s service as chief operator. 
In 1885 he came to New York and, in a little over 
а year's time, he was detailed to the cable bureau 
at 195 Broadway, from which place he was pro- 
moted to the quadruplex department іп 1887, 
From there he was transferred to the Eastern Di- 
vision as traffic chief. When the main office was 
burned in 1890 he was made General Traffic chief, 
which position he still retains. 


FRANK D. GILES, 


General Traffic Chief of the night force, Western 
Union Telegraph Company, 195 Broadway, New 
York city, was born near Ovid, Seneca county, 
№. Y., July 28, 1849. His parents located in 
Illinois in 1855. He entered the telegraph service 
at Wyanet, Ill, on the line of the Chicago, Bur- 
lington and Quincy Railroad, in October, 1864. 
He was appointed night operator at that station 
January тї, 1865. His career as commercial 
telegrapher began in 1866, when he accepted a 
position in the Chicago office of the Illinois? and 
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Mississippi Telegraph Company (the Caton lines), 
afterwards absorbed by the Western Union Tele- 
graph Company. He remained with latter com- 
pany until 1869, then resigned to take the chief 
operatorship of the Atlantic and Pacific Telegraph 
Company's Chicago office, upon the completion of 
that company’s line into Chicago. He afterwards 
spent about one year on the Pacific Coast, at 
Ogden, Utah, Sacramento, and San Francisco, 
Cala., for the Atlantic and Pacific Telegraph Com- 
pany. He returned to Chicago in 1871, as тап. 
ager of the Atlantic and Pacific Telegraph office, 
which position he held at the time of the great 
fire, and until july, 1872, when he returned to 
Ogden, Utah, as manager of the Atlantic and 
Pacific Company’s office, and thence toSt Lake 
in 1881, as manager of the Western Union Tele- 
graph Company's office. Не came East їп 1885, 
and has since been on the night force at 195 
Broadway, New York. He was appointed Quad- 
ruplex chief of the Southwestern Division іп 
August, 1892, and General Traffic chief in April, 
1893, which position he still occupies, 


— 


є 
ee ы 


WILLIAM E. ATHEARN, 


Electrician of the Operating Department Western 
Union Telegraph Company, New York, was born 
November 15, 1856, at West Tisbury, Mass. He 
learned the art of telegraphy in Williamstown, 
Mass., in 1877, and afterward held positions as 
operator, chief operator, manager, and electrician 
for various opposition telegraph companies. Не 
joined the Western Union Telegraph Company, 
at 195 Broadway, New York, as a night chief in 
1890, and was appointed electrician of the Oper- 


ating Department in 1894. 


WILLIAM HENRY HOYT, 


Assistant Southern Wire Chief, Western Union 
Telegraph Company, New York, was born at 
Annapolis, №. S., in 1840, He learned telegraphy 
in the Nova Scotia Electric Telegraph Company's 
office, at Bridgetown in 1855, and was transferred 
to Halifax in 1857, thence to Pictou. N. S., in 
1858, and remained in charge of that office six 
years. Coming to New York in 1864, he entered 
the service of the American Telegraph Company, 
at 145 Broadway, New York, continuing with the 
Western Union Telegraph Company, after the 
consolidation of the two companies. He was ap- 
pointed assistant chief operator in the general 
office at 195 Broadway, in 1880, which position he 
still retains. 


RUSSELL D. RILEY, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, New 
York, was born in Baltimore, Md., October 7, 
1851. Не received a fair high school education. 
In 1857 his family moved to one of the lower 
counties of Maryland, where they remained dur- 
ing the маг. At the age of 14 young Riley left 
school and secured employment in the printing 
office of the Newtown, Md., Gazelle, where he 
learned type setting 

About 1867 his parents returned to Baltimore 
and he secured a position as messenger boy with the 
Bankers’ and Brokers’ Telegraph Company. His 
ambition was to become an operator. He soon 
mastered the rudiments and rapidly gained the 
object of his desire, that of a first-class operator. 

When the Bankers’ and Brokers’ Telegraph 
Company was absorbed by the Western Union Tele- 
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graph Company in 1870, Mr. Riley went with the 
Franklin Telegraph Company, in Baltimore. There 
he remained until the autumn of 1873. He then 
went to Philadelphia for the Western Union Tele- 
graph Company. After six months he accepted a 


RUSSELL D. RILEY. 


position as operator for the Atlantic and Pacific 
Telegraph Company in New York. Не subse- 
quently became wire chief for that company. 
When the Atlantic and Pacific Telegraph Com- 
pany was discontinued as a separate organization, 
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Mr. Riley was appointed assistant wire chief with 
the Western Union Telegraph Company, at New 
York, where he has always given entire satisfaction. 
Mr. Riley was one of the most expert operators of 
his day. 

GEORGE F. STAINTON, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, New 
York, was born in Wisconsinin 1856. He entered 
the Western Union Telegraph service as messenger 
in 1870. Не was ап operator in 1872 for the At- 
lantic and Pacific Telegraph Company. Не after- 
wards went with the American Union Telegraph 
Company. After the consolidation he was made 
wire chief in the main office of the Western Union, 


which position he still holds. 


GEORGE A. NEWTON, 


Assistant Wire Chief of the South Western Divi- 
sion of the Western Union Telegraph Company, 
New York, was born at Rochester, N. Y., April 
10, 1854. His first telegraph service was with the 
Atlantic and Pacific Telegraph Company, at Ro- 
chester, №. Y., in 1870, and he transferred to New 
York city for the same company in 1872, where he 
remained until the consolidation of that company 
with the Western Union Telegraph Company in 
1876, when he went with the latter, and where he 
has remained ever since. 


DAVID W. McANEENY, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, New 
York, was born in Toronto, Can., December 2oth, 
1846. He learned the art of telegraphy оп the 
New York, Albany and Buffalo Telegraph Com- 
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pany’s wires at Utica, N. Y. Through the kindness 
of Thomas R. Walker, then president of that 
company, Mr. McAneeny’s first office was Buffalo, 
where he remained three months, when he went to 
Saugerties оп the Hudson, where he instructed 
the present manager of that office, Mr. Baldwin. 
From there he located in Albany, апа finally 
brought up in New York City. Mr. McAneeny 
accepted the managership of the Atlantic and 
Pacific Telegraph Company at Utica, N. Y., when 
that company opened its office there. He was 
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DAVID W. McANEENY, 


transferred to Syracuse by the same company, and 
returned to New York after an absence of about 
two years. He has been with the American and 
the Western Union Telegraph Companies, respect- 
ively, since that time. 

In 1864 he was sent to the War Department, 
Washington, D. C., where he remained until the 
lines were transferred to the American Telegraph 
Company shortly after the close of hostilities. Mr. 
McAneeny has the honor of being the first person 
to sing through a telephone, which fact is fully 
recorded in telephonic history. 


J. R. HEIDEMARK, 


Assistant Wire Chief of the Western Union Tele- 
graph Company, New York, was born in New York 
city in 1857. Не entered the telegraph service as 
operator in 1874 and was appointed to a position 
in the general operating room in 1880. Не was 
made a traffic chief іп 1890, and appointed to his 
present position in 1892. 


J. R. HEIDEMARK. 


WILLIAM A. McALLISTER, 


Assistant Wire Chief, southern division, night 
force, of the Western Union Telegraph Company, 
New York city, was born at Stuyvesant, N. Y., 
August 25th, 1862. He entered the telegraph 
service of the New York Central and Hudson 
River Railroad Company, at that place in the fall 
of 1877, and was employed at different stations on 
the Hudson River division until 1881, when he 
accepted a position as night operator for the 
Western Union Telegraph Company, at Rondout, 
N. Y. In November, 1882, he accepted a position 
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at 195 Broadway, and was assigned to the night 
force. Later he was operator in the New York 
World office, and he was appointed night traffic 
chief, eastern division, in November, 1890, and to 
the southern switch in April, 1893; to assistant 
night wire chief, southern division, in November 
last. 


EDWARD FRANCIS WELSH, 


Assistant Wire Chief of the Western Union Tele- 
graph Company, New York, entered the telegraph 
service as messenger at New Brunswick, N. J., and 
was appointed operator therein 1872. Не entered 
the service of the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany in 1873, in New York, and in 1874, he was 
with the Pacific and Atlantic Telegraph Company, 
at Pittsburg, Philadelphia and New Brunswick. 
He returned to the Western Union Telegraph ser- 
vice in 1875 at New York, where he remained until 
1883, when he located at Helena, Mont, as night 
press operator and Deputy County Recorder until 
1886. He next engaged in the mercantile business 
at St. Paul, Minn., until 1888, when he returned to 
New York, for the Western Union Telegraph 
Company, and has filled the positions of traffic 
chief on the West and the South. He now occu- 
pies the position above mentioned. 


PAUL SHEEHAN, 


Wire Chief, all night force, of the Western Union 
Telegraph Company, New York City, was born at 
New Haven, Сопп., July 24, 1856. Не entered 
the telegraph service as messenger for the Franklin 
Telegraph Company in 1869. He left that com- 
pany and went with the Western Union Telegraph 
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Company in 1870, in thé same capacity, and was 
appointed operator in the New Haven main office 
in 1872. He resigned in 1874, to accept a position 
with the New York, New Haven and Hartford 
Railroad Company, at Belle Dock, New Haven. 
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PAUL SHEEHAN. 


He came to New York in 1876, and accepted a 
position at 195 Broadway, where he has ever since 


a a 


remained, with the exception of six months spent 


at the cable station, North Sydney, Cape Breton, 


їп 1880-81. 
He was appointed to the above mentioned posi- 


tion in September, 1887. 


THEODORE E. McALLISTER. 
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THEODORE Е. McALLISTER, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, New 
York, was born June 30, 1848, at Stuyvesant Land- 
ing, N. Y. He entered the telegraph service in 
his native town in 1864. He afterwards worked in 
various offices on the New York Central and 
Hudson River Railroad until 1885, when he was 
appointed to a position with the Western Union 
Telegraph Company, at 195 Broadway, New York. 

Mr. McAllister was appointed night traffic 
chief in the western division in 1888, and night 
wire chief іп the same division in 1892, which posi- 
tion he still holds. 
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GEORGE W. PATTERSON, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, New 
York, has been in the telegraph service since 1874. 
The first four years at the key were for the New 
Brunswick and Canada Railroad, after which he 
remained at St. John, N. B., for four years for the 
Western Union Telegraph Company. He entered 
the service of the same company in New York 
city in 1882, where he has since remained. He was 
appointed assistant wire chief, western division, 
in March 1891, which position he still occupies. 


Е. Т. BURRILL, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, New 
York, was born at Newburyport, Mass., in 1860. 
He entered the telegraph service in 1874 and 
worked at various towns and cities throughout New 
England. Не entered the service of the Western 
Union Telegraph Company at 195 Broadway, New 
York, a few years ago and now holds the position 
of eastern wire chief, nights. 


EDWARD V. WEDIN, 


Southern Wire Chief of the Western Union Tele- 
graph Company, New York, was born in New 
York city, September 21, 1851. In 1&65 he was 
а messenger for the American Telegraph Company, 
and two years later an operator in its service. He 
then joined the force of the Franklin Telegraph 
Company and worked in all the principal cities of 
the Union and fora number of years was in the 
New Orleans office of the Western Union Tele- 
graph Company, when he passed safely through 


Е. Т. BURRILL. 


several yellow fever epidemics. 


He now occupies 
the position above mentioned. 


GEORGE E. BAKER, 


wire chief of the southern division, 
Western Union Telegraph Company, New York 
city, was born at Havre de Grace, Maryland, Au- 
gust 27th, 1840, at which place on the lines of the 
Magnetic Telegraph Company he learned tele- 
graphing; after working a short time for that com- 
pany in Baltimore he was transferred to Wilmington, 
N. C., September rst, 1859. Не remained there 
until August, 1860, when he was transferred to 
Richmond, Va. It was while there at the time of 
the famous first battle of Bull Run, that he enjoyed 
the distinction of transmitting to General Beaure- 
gard, the celebrated despatch of Jefferson Davis 
suspending hostilities, and announcing that Mr. 
Davis would arrive on the field the following day 
and assume direct command of the southern forces. 
To this despatch is attributed the reason why 


Assistant 


_ General Beauregard did not proceed to Washing- 
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ton. Atan early period of the war Mr. Baker was 
commissioned by the Confederate Government and 
ordered to report to General Magruder, command- 
ing at Yorktown, Va., with a view of establishing a 
system of field telegraphy for military purposes. 
Owing, however, to the want of proper material, 
the scheme was abandoned and he returned to 
duty at the Richmond office. 

In December, 1861, he was appointed manager 
of Columbia, S. C., office, which position he filled 
until 1862, when he resigned and returned to Rich- 
mond to engage їп other business. The Conscript 
law of the Confederacy, taking in all males between 
the ages of 14 and 60, he with all citizens, was en- 


rolled as a private in the Confederate army, and he 
was detailed for telegraph work and placed in the 
main office at Richmond. In the spring of 1863 
Mr. Baker was appointed manager of Wilmington, 
N. C. He remained in this position until the latter 
part of 1864, when he returned to Richmond, and 
subsequently came through the army lines, via the 
Chickahominy, reaching General Grants head- 
quarters at City Point, December 22d, 1864. 

Mr. Baker was treated with kindness by General 
Grant and the officers of his staff, while at City 
Point, Va., and upon leaving there General Grant 
presented him with an autograph letter permitting 
him to reside south of Mason and Dixon’s line, a 
privilege not heretofore given to a refugee. Mr. 
Baker then went with the American Telegraph 
Company at Philadelphia, Pa., and resigning in 
August, 1865, came to New York city and entered 
the service of the United States Telegraph Com- 
pany at 115 Broadway, in 1865. The following 
year the Western Union Telegraph Company 
absorbed the United States Telegraph Company, 
and he was the first man at 115 Broadway that was 
transferred to 145 Broadway, then under the 
management of Mr. A. S. Brown. There he filled 
various positions until January, 1868, when he cast 
his fortunes with the New York City Telegraph 
Company, in whose service he rapidly rose from 
operator to superintendent and treasurer of the 
same company. This company became a part of 
the Western Union Telegraph Company. Then 
Mr. Baker accepted a position with the Franklin 
Telegraph Company, at 11 Broad street, New York, 
and was assigned to duty on their Boston circuit, 
upon which was being worked the first Stearns—or 
duplex system of telegraphy, that was introduced 
on any telegraph line in this country. 

In the spring of 1873 he was appointed chief 
operator for the southern section of the Franklin 
Telegraph Company, and it was under his manage- 
ment that the wires of the Southern Telegraph 
Company reached New York City. 

The Franklin and Atlantic and Pacific Telegraph 
Companies, having come together under the name 
of the latter company, he was appointed assistant 
superintendent, and in addition thereto given the 
management of their Gold Exchange office at 19 
New street, New York. 

In December, 1879, Mr. Baker went with the 
American Union Telegraph Company, and on July 
Ist, 1880, he assumed the chief operatorship for 
the American Union Telegraph Company. 

When the American and Western Union Tele- 
graph Companies consolidated, Mr. Baker resigned 
his position, and accepted that of general super- 
intendent of circuits with the Mutual Union 
Telegraph Company. Не remained with them but 
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a short time when he returned to the Western 
Union Telegraph Company where he has since 


remained. 


JOHN B. HURD, 


General Relief Traffic Chief, of the Western Union 
Telegraph Company, New York, was born in New 
York city, January 23d, 1846. He learned tele- 
graphy in 1862 and entered the service with the 
Old American line, taking charge of their office at 
Port Monmouth, New Jersey. From 1864 to 1868 
he was іп the telegraph service of the Erie Rail- 
road at Lackawaxen and Port Jervis offices. On 
November 4th, 1868, he accepted a position with 
the Western Union at 145 Broadway, New York. 
In 1875 he was assigned to the marine service at 
Sandy Hook, where he remained until 1878, when 
he returned to the New York main office. Mr. 
Hurd was an efficient operator, and worked the 
Baltimore and other heavy circuits for many years. 
He was made a traffic chief in 1883, and was 
placed in charge of the Wheatstone Department. 
Owing to his knowledge of all the divisions in the 
general operating department, he was later on made 
a general relief traffic chief, which position he 
still holds. Мг. Hurd is a genius, and an elec- 
trician of some note. In 1888 he invented a call 
bell contrivance for branch offices and leased cir- 
cuits, which the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany adopted апа still continues to use. It was 
named “ Нига” Jigger,” by which name it is known 


from Maine to Texas. 


EDWARD E. BRANNIN, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, 195 
Broadway, New York city, was born in New York 


city, March 15, 1854. He learned to telegraph at 
Mattawan, N. J., in 1872, and in 1875 he accepted 
a position with the Central Railroad of New Jer- 
sey, which he retained until 1882, when he entered 
the service of the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany, at 195 Broadway, New York city. He was 
appointed traffic chief in charge of Pennsylvania 
and New Jersey way division, in 1888, which po- 
sition he still retains. He is a member of all the 


and then returned to the employ of the Erie Rail- 
road Company and was stationed at Suffern, N. Ү. 
until 1863, when he left that company and went 
with the Hudson River Railroad Company as oper- 
ator at Poughkeepsie, N. Y. In 1864 he came to 
New York and worked at 145 Broadway. Return- 
ing to Poughkeepsie in the fall of the same year he 
was appointed Superintendent of Telegraph for the 
Hudson River Railroad Company. Later he held 


EDWARD E. BRANNIN. 


insurance and social organizations of the craft. 
He is naturally quiet and unassuming, cool, 
collected, and fearless. He is a good judge of 
human nature, and is generally successful in his 
undertakings. He has the confidence of his em- 
ployers and is popular with his associates. Mr. 
Brannin is also regent of a council of the Royal 
Arcanum, and president of a prominent social or- 
ganization in the town where he resides. 


HAMILTON FITCHETT, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph company, 195 
Broadway, New York, was born in Troy, N. Y., 
February 15th, 1839. He entered the telegraph 
service as messenger for the New York, Albany 
and Buffalo Telegraph Company in 1855, at Pough- 
keepsie, N. Y. His first appointment as operator 
was at Hale’s Eddy, N. Y. on the Erie Railroad in 
1856. He also held positions as operator at Lacka- 
waxen, Pa., Hawkins, N. Y., Rosa Switch and Port 
Jervis, N. Y., until the breaking out of war 1861, 
when he with three others, were sent to Washington, 
D. C., as operator іп the United States Military 
Telegraph Corps. He remained there six months, 
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HAMILTON FITCHETT. 


the position as train dispatcher and ticket agent, 
and in 1868 he was appointed Manager of Western 
Union Telegraph office, at Poughkeepsie, №. Y. 
In 1869 he returned to New York for the same 
company, and worked at the Produce and Cotton 
Exchange offices. In 1892 he was appointed 
traffic chief of the Jersey Division, nights, in the 
main office, at 195 Broadway and in 1893 he was 
assigned to day duty as traffic chief. 


JAMES F. McGUIRE, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, New 
York city, was born at Providence, R. I., in 1863. 
He started his telegraphic career in his native city, 
as a messenger for the Western Union Telegraph 
Company. He was made a check boy in the 
Operating room in 1879 and appointed an operator 
in 1879. Hethen joined forces with the American 
Rapid Telegraph Company and was transferred to 
the New York office of the same company, located 
at 187 Broadway, where he remained with the 
American Rapid Telegraph Company and its suc- 
cessors until 1889, when he transferred his services 
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JAMES F. McGUIRE. 


to the Western Union Telegraph Company. He 
is now western traffic chief in the main office of 


that company. 


А. J HELDMAN, 
Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, New 


York, was born in New York, November 23, 1863. 
He entered the telegraph service as messenger in 


1879. Не was appointed joint manager of the 
Western Union and District Telegraph offices in 
1881. Не entered the Western Union Telegraph 
service as operator, in the main office in 1884. Не 
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was made assistant chief in city department, New 
York office in 1890, and senior chief in the same 
department in 1892, which position he still holds. 
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EZRA М. SMITH, 


Western Traffic Chief of the Western Union Tele- 
graph Company, 195 Broadway, New York, was 
born on Long Island and is a direct descendant of 
the French Huguenots. His grand uncle, Major 
Joe Meeks, served with Washington in the Revo- 
lutionary Army, and was one ofa group of patriots 
that hoisted the flag on the Battery as the British 
evacuated New York. 

Mr. Smith received a liberal education, and first 
entered the telegraph service of the American Dis- 
trict Telegraph Company, in Brooklyn, N. Y., in 
1872. In 1878 he accepted a position with the 
Atlantic and Pacific Telegraph Company, at 145 
Broadway, New York, and remained in this com- 
pany’s employ until its absorption by the Western 
Union Telegraph Company, when he was trans- 
ferred to 195 Broadway, and in 1892 was appointed 
western traffic chief, which position he still holds. 


WILLIAM E. RATH, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, New 
York, was born in New York city, October 20, 
1861. His first telegraph experience was as mes- 
senger for the American District Telegraph Com- 
pany, in 1874. Не accepted a position as clerk for 
the Western Union Telegraph Company in 1875, 
and became an operator in 1879. He worked for 
a broker in 1882 and went with the Baltimore and 
Ohio Telegraph Company in 1884, and became 


WILLIAM E. RATH. 


one of the traffic chiefs of the New York main 
office. After the consolidation with the Western 
Union Telegraph Company, Mr. Rath returned to 
the latter company and is now eastern traffic chief. 


CHARLES J. LAWSON, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, New 
York, was born August 25, 1848. He entered the 
telegraph service for the People’s Telegraph Com- 
pany, in New York. He was afterwards employed 
by the Amcrican, the Western Union and the At- 
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lantic and Pacific telegraph companies in various 
sections of the country. He was with the Associ- 
ated Press in New York from 1886 to 1888, when 
he returned to the Western Union Telegraph 
Company’s service and was placed in charge of the 
signal and newspaper wires until 1890. At this 
time he was also placed in charge of tratfc in the 
Erie division. 


MAXWELL GREEN, 


Was born in Williamsburg, N. Y., April 14, 1862. 
He entered the telegraph service of the American 
District Telegraph Company, at Broad and Cal- 
lowhill streets, Philadelphia, May 1877, where he re- 
mained until the spring of 1879, then with the At- 
lantic and Pacific Company in Philadelphia, until 
April 30, 1881, with the American Rapid Company, 
Philadelphia, Baltimore and New York, until July 
27, 1882, with the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany, at 195 Broadway, until September 15, 1885, 
with a private brokerage house until 1887, returned 
to the Western Union service, at 195 Broadway, 
was appointed assistant night chief of the city de- 


partment, April 14, 1892, which position he now 
holds. 


A. B. McCOY, 


Western Union Telegraph Company, New York, 
was born at Mansfield, Ohio, 1849. He entered 
the telegraph business under Mr. O. H. Booth, 
Superintendent of Telegraph of the Ft. Wayne & 
Chicago Railroad Company in 1864, and worked 
at various places on that railroad until the summer 
of 1868, when, in company with Mr. George W. 
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Irwin, he went to the Union Pacific Railway Com- 
pany, then building through Wyoming Territory. 
After a few months with that company he went on 
west to the Pacific Coast, where he was afterwards 
well known throughout Californiaand Nevada In 
the spring of 1881 he was appointed all night chief 


A. В. McCOY. 


of San Francisco Western Union office, under 
Manager Flemon Drake. Не resigned in Novem- 
ber of same year to go to Chicago, where he re- 
mained until the fall of 18g0. He then came to 
New York, and in April of 1893, was appointed a 
traffic chief at 195 Broadway, which position he 


now holds. 


NATHAN BLOUNT TOPPING, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, New 
York, was born at Bath, N. C., October 27, 1843. 
He entered the telegraph service as a messenger 
in 1860 and took charge of Jarretts, Va., office 
in the spring of 1861. In November of the same 
year he entered the service of the Confederate State 
Military Telegraph Corps under the command of 
General Magruder, at Yorktown, Va., where he re- 
mained throughout the memorable Peninsula Cam- 
paign. After this he was at Fort Fisher, Suffolk, 
and other points, and was captured with Johnston's 
army at Greensboro, N. C., and paroled in 1865. 
He then joined the United States Military Tele- 
graph Corps and served one year under superinten- 
dent Richard O’Brien. In 1867, he engaged in 
mercantile business, and from 1869 to 1871 work- 
ed for the Western Union Telegraph Company 
at New York. From 1871 to 1883, he was at 
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NATHAN BLOUNT TOPPING. 
Wilmington, N. C., for the same company. He 
came to New York in 1886 for the Western 
Union Telegraph Company, where he still remains. 


JOHN C. KUNKLE, 


Traffic Chief of the Wheatstone Department of the 
Western Union Telegraph Company, New York, 
was born February 4, 1863, at Bloserville, Pa., and 
he entered the service of the Western Union Tele- 
graph Company at Carlisle, Pa., in 1882. He was 
next located at Sunbury, Berwick and Scranton, 
Pa., and later at Hoboken, N. J. In 1887 he 
joined the main office force. 


JOHN H. DWIGHT, 


Chief of the Quadruplex Department, 195 Broad- 
way, New York, was born in Aurora, Cayuga 
County, №. Y., March 20, 1841. He attended dis- 
trict schools until twelve years of age, when he en- 
tered the Falley Seminary, at Fulton, N. Y. In 
the winter of 1884-85, he learned the telegraph 
business and soon after was appointed operator at 
Syracuse, N. Y., remaining there until March, 1859, 
when he went west and was appointed railroad 
operator for the Michigan Southern and Northern 
Indiana Railroad Company, at Elkhart, Ind. From 
there he went as ticket agent for the same com- 
pany, and manager of the Tremont House telegraph 
office in Chicago. For several years he had been 
studying law while working as operator. In 1861 
he entered a law office at Hudson, Mich., and was 
about to appear for admission to the bar, when in 
August, 1862, he enlisted in the first regiment 
United States Sharp Shooters, and joined the army 
of the Potomac after the first battle of Fredericks- 
burg, in which he participated. He was soon de- 
tailed for service in the United States Military 
telegraph corps, and assigned to duty in the War 
Department office, remaining there except during 
the summer of that year, when he was stationed as 
operator at the summer residence of the secretary 
of war, Edwin M. Stanton, until mustered out of 
the service in September, 1865. During his service 
in the war department, he was sent in charge of a 
construction party, with a detachment fiom the 
Tenth Illinois Cavalry, to restore communication 
with General Hunter, in West Virginia, which had 
been cut off by General Early’s Cavalry, while mak- 
ing the historical raid on Washington. Arriving 


in Western Maryland and finding himself almost 
surrounded by the Confederates, the party took to 
the woods, skirting the Potomac, and after several 
narrow escapes from capture, succeeded in getting 
inside of the fortifications of Washington, to the 
great surprise of the people at headquarters, who 
had given up all idea of the return of the party, ex- 
cept as prisoners. 

After being mustered out he went west again, 
and was appointed manager at Jefferson City, Mo., 
anda year afterwards to a similar position at 
Leavenworth, Kans., where he remained until 1871, 
when he returned east and entered the New York 
office at 145 Broadway, where he was appointed 
night chief on the eastern and southern division. 
A year afterward he was appointed manager of the 
Albany, N. Y., office, succeeding Mr. Keep. Re- 
maining a year in Albany he was appointed chief 
operator to succeed Mr. Gerritt Smith in the New 
York office. 

At the time of the consolidation of the American 
Union and Western Union Telegraph Companies, 
he was senior chief of New York office, but was 
one of the first old Western Union Telegraph men 
to be “turned down” to make room for the men 
from the American Union. Sincethat time he has 
been chief on the night force, and now holds the 
position as chief of the quadruplex department in 
same Office. 


ORIN KELLOGG NEWTON, 


Quadruplex chief, Western Union Telegraph Com 
pany, New York, was born at Lowell, Mich., 
November 13th, 1843, and entered the telegraph 
service on the Detroit and Milwaukee Railroad. 
When the war broke out he enlisted in Co. K, 3rd 
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Michigan Infantry. He was wounded in the last 
battle of Bull Run and discharged from the service. 
A year later he entered the United States Military 
Telegraph service at New Orleans. At the close 
of the war he returned north, working at Chicago, 
Pittsburgh, Cleveland, Buffalo and Cincinnati, re- 
maining at the latter place twelve years, nearly ten 
of the time assistant to the chief operator of the 
Western Union Telegraph Company. During this 
time the multiplex system of telegraphy was de- 
veloped. Dr. Nicholson had covered the princi- 
ples of the quadruplex in his patents for a system 
of double line alphabet. Mr. Newton conceived 
the idea of making a quadruplex system of it, and 
George T. Williams, superintendent of the Western 
Union Telegraph Company, permitted the doctor 
to experiment on the wires through Mr. Newton. 
Mr. Newton had entire charge of the telegraph 
department of the National Convention which nom- 
inated Horace Greeley. He next entered the 
service of the American Union Telegraph Company 
in 1880 as chief operator. Coming to New York 
in the same year he was made chief operator and 
circuit manager of the same company, and in June, 
1881, he went with the Western Union Telegraph 
Company inthe main office, where he is still located 


WILLIS H. JONES, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, New 
York, was born at Dayton, Ohio, April ist, 1851. 
His early manhood was spent in Richmond, Indiana, 
where, after graduating from high school he 
finished a course of studies at Earlham College. 
The winter of 1869-70, found him following the 
vocation of a printer. He then learned telegraphy 
and was soon made manager of the office. With 
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the exception of a few months with the Pacific 
and Atlantic Telegraph Company, at Richmond, 
Ind., the Western Union Co., at Cincinnati, O., and 
the Pittsburg, Ft. Wayne and Chicago Railroad 
Co., at Crestline, Ohio, previous to July 3rd, 1873, 
he has been continuously with the Western Union 
Telegraph Co., at 145 and 195 Broadway, New 
York. 

In 1884 he was made traffic chief on the west, a 
position requiring great discretion, as his duties 
included the care of about 18 multiplex sets and 
the naming and placing of all duplex exchange 
loops working with western cities. This position 
he held until after the fire which consumed the 
general operating room in July, 1890, when he was 
placed in charge of the “loop switch,” on account 
of his general knowledge of the office. He has 
practically grown up with the business, and during 
the past twenty years has served satisfactorily in 
nearly every capacity pertaining to the operating 
department. 

In 1892, he, as joint partner with Mr. Charles 
Thom, published the well known work on telegraph 
apparatus, entitled ‘Telegraphic Connections” 
which received universal praise by the critics at 
home and in Europe. д | 

Mr. Jones is‘also quite a musician; he was at the 


head of an orchestra composed of brother tele- 


graphers for several seasons. 
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CHARLES THOM, 


Of the Western Union Telegrph Company, New 
York, began his telegraph work in September, 
1863, in the junction office at Stratford, Ontario, 
near which town he was born. 


In February, 1865, he was transferred to the train 
despatcher’s office at Brantford, and soon after 
made his initial step as a press operator by copy- 
ing from Buffalo for the information of the rail- 
way officials and the assembled townspeople a full 
report of the assassination of President Lincoln. 

In September of the same year he went to Buf- 

falo and, after two months with the United States 
Telegraph Company, he entered the service of the 
Western Union Telegraph Company. Within a 
month the wires and entire force of the opposition 
followed him. The prominent operators of the 
Buffalo office at that time were Thomas Henning, 
Harry Keble, William Wallace and William F. 
Archibald. With the exception of an interval of 
eighteen months he remained in Buffalo until 1873 
and during the last four years of that time was 
identified with the press service. His associates 
in the same work were T. Austin Laird, still of 
Buffalo, and A. E. Sink, now manager of the New 
York office. After six years inanother pursuit he 
came to New York in 1880, and re-entered the 
ranks at 195 Broadway, where he has since re- 
mained and has latterly been identified with the 
practical work of the quadruplex department. He 
is associated with Willis H. Jones, in the publica- 
tion of “ Telegraph Connections, ” which has had a 
ready sale in this country and is now being trans- 
lated in Germany. 
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JOHN Е. GUTHRIDGE, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, New 
York city, was born November 29, 1833, and isa 
native of Kentucky. He moved when quite young 
tu Indiana, and began telegraphing on the O'Reilly 
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lines at Attica, Ind., in the winter of 1849 and 1850. 
Soon after this he went to Kansas City, Mo., act- 
ing there as manager, chief operator, and lineman, 
then to St. Louis, Mo., and to Terre Haute, Ind., 
on the Wade lines, remaining with them until 
they became a part of the Western Union Tele- 
graph system, then to Cincinnati and Louisville, 
working with James Leonard, Samuel Bruch and 
Thomas Kennedy. He then journeyed to Wash- 
ington in 1861, joining the Military Telegraph 
Corps, working at the Navy Yard, under General 
Dahlgren, and at General McClellan’s headquarters 
under General Eckert, then in charge of the Mili- 
tary Telegraph Corps. He went with the Burn- 
side expedition to North Carolina, and witnessed 
the fight at Roanoke Island, putting up a wire in 
trees partly around the Island. He resigned in 
1862, going to Philadelphia. He was then ordered 
back to Washington, and he was transferred to 
Baltimore, in 1862, and remained there until 1891. 
He then came to the New York office, and 15 now 
located in the Wheatstone department. 


PIERSON J. WICKS, 


Quadruplex expert, Western Union Telegraph 
Company, New York, was born at Patchogue, L. I., 
February 16th, 1856, and there entered the West- 
ern Union Telegraph service at the age of 13, and 
was for several years subsequently the relief oper- 
ator on the Long Island Railroad. He joined the 
Atlantic and Pacific Telegraph Company in the 
capacity of manager of the Christopher and West 
st. office, New York, in 1876, where he remained 
about a year, when he went into private business 
for himself in Bayonne City, N. J., until 1883. 
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He re-entered the Western Union Telegraph ѕег- 
vice in that year and was employed as operator in 
the New York main office until 1891, when he was 
assigned to the quadruplex department, where he 
is at present engaged in the expert duties connected 
with that department. 

In this connection Mr. Wicks has shown a ca- 
pacity that has proved of material benefit to the 
quadruplex service, having at various times intro- 
duced devices and suggested alterations that have 
increased the working capacity of quadruplex 
circuits. 

A recent invention based upon novel principles 
has been adopted by the Western Union Company 
and is at present in practical operation over the 
New York and Chicago quadruplex circuits. 

He is also the inventor and patentee of a railway 
signalling device, and is more or less prolific as an 
inventor in various other branches of applied 


electricity. 


LAURENCE A. McCARTHY, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, New 
York, was born at Olean, N. Y., in August, 1853. 
He entered the telegraph service as messenger 
boy with the Western Union Telegraph Company, 
at Tidioute, Pa., in 1868. For the past ten years 
he has been one of the quadruplex men on the 
night force at the main office of the Western 
Union Telegraph Company. 


JAMES J. CALAHAN, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, New 
York city, was born in Boston, in 1840. After 
entering the telegraph service he held several 


positions as ship news clerk, collector for Mer- 
chant’s Exchange and News Room, and telegraph 
operator on the Hull Marine, and the Brewer and 
Baldwin, Cape Cod Marine Telegraph Companies, 
from 1857 to 1862. Не claims the distinction of 
sending the first message to Cape Cod, and also 
later on, the first message to the island of Nan- 
tucket by cable. Не сате to New York in 1862, 
and sent press and war news on eastern and 
northern circuits. He was transferred in the same 
year to army service, to fill a vacancy at Frederick 


JAMES J. CALAHAN, 


Junction, Md., and later on he was transferred to 
Washington, thence back to New York, where he 
has ever since remained. He devotes some of his 
leisure hours to art in various branches. He has 
made many illustrations for large publishing 
houses, and also for the New England Society of 
Portraiture, and has also been a frequent exhibitor 
in various exhibitions throughout the country, as 
well as at the World's Fair. 


GEORGE KING WALCOTT. 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, New 
York, is anativeof Windham, N. H. He received 
his education at Hartford, Conn., after which he 
entered a dry goods house as ап office boy. On 
Christmas day, 1853, young Walcott was engaged 
by manager O. N. Eagles, as messenger boy for 
the Union line, consisting of two wires to Boston. 
Mr. Walcott soon learned to read by sound and 
was undoubtedly one of the first to accomplish that 
achievement. After the consolidation of the Union 
lines with the American Telegraph Company, Mr, 
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Walcott was retained by superintendent C. F. 
Wood as press operator, and served in this capacity 
until the end of the rebellion, when he accepted a 
position under Manager Roberts, of the New York 
Western Union Telegraph, main office, and has 
served under every manager up to the present 
day. Mr. Walcott has repeatedly refused promo- 
tion, his only ambition being to remain at the 
“key,” and there he has faithfully remained for 
upwards of forty years. He handles press matter 
on one of the eastern circuits. 


GEORGE KING WALCOTT. 


Mr. Walcott’s musical gifts, his rich bass voice, 
as well as leader in many prominent musical ѕо- 
cieties and choirs have made hima general favorite 
in New York art circles. 


Mr. Walcott delivered the oration before Profes- > 


sor Morse, and the assemblage of distinguished 
gentlemen at the Academy of Music, New York 
city, almost 25 years ago, on the occasion of the 
transmission of the “ farewell” message from Pro- 
fessor Morse, to the telegraph fraternity of the 
world. 


JOHN BRANT, 


A prominent operator in the main office of the 
Western Union Telegraph Company, New York, 
was born at Salisbury, Conn., on December 17, 
1848. Не entered the telegraph business June т, 
1864, at Dover Plains; thence for two years at 
Pawling, N. Y. He was afterwards made agent 
and operator at White Plains, N. Y., where he re- 
mained for three years. On March 29, 1870, he 
entered the service of the Western Union, at 145 
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Broadway, New York, and was assigned to the 
Bridgeport, Conn., circuit, which wire he has con- 
tinuously worked ever since. Mr. Brant has handled 
on this wire, since he entered the service of the 
company, nearly two million messages. 

Mr. Brant is closely identified with the Aid 
Society, Building Association, Magnetic Club and 
Telegraph Club. He is aconstant attendant at the 


JOHN BRANT. 


Old-Timers’ Meetings and is a valuable member 
of the committee on transportation. 

Mr. Brant was married in 1891 to Miss Lena J. 
Allen. 

Mr. Brant is of a happy, cheerful disposition, be- 
ing possessed of опе of those sunny natures it 15 
always a pleasure іо тее. He iswell liked among 
his associates for his many good qualities, and to 
know him is to know an all-round good fellow. 


JOHN K. CALVERT, 

Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, New 
York city, was born in New York city in 1838. 
He entered the service as messenger boy for the 
Bain Chemical Telegraph Company, 29 Wall street, 
New York, in 1851. Later as messenger, assistant, 
and manager at the Metropolitan Hotel office in 
1852, which position he held for ten years, and їп 
1862, went with the House Printing Telegraph 
Company, at 145 Broadway, New York, and man- 
ipulated the Philadelphia printing circuit from 1862 
to 1869, when he went to Philadelphia, where he 
remained until 1871, when he returned to New 
York for the Western Union Telegraph Company, 
to work the Boston printing circuit, which position 
he still retains. 
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JOHN’ К. CALVERT. 


JOSEPH L. EDWARDS, 


Of Western Union Telegraph Company, 195 
Broadway, New York, was born in Philadelphia, 
Pa., October ist, 1838. He removed to Wilming- 
ton, Del., in 1846, and attended private schools 
and the Lrandywine Springs Military Academy, 
and he removed to Brooklyn, N. Y., in 1852, where 
he attended the public schools. 

He commenced telegraphy as learner of the 
House printing instrument, December, 1854, as 
Operator and manager on the New York City and 
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Suburban Printing Telegraph Company, in March, 
1855. 

He entered the employ of the Commercial Print- 
ing Telegraph Company at Boston, Mass., in the 
latter part of 1855. 

He was manager at Troy, N. Y., on the Albany 
and Springfield lines of the American Telegraph 
Company, and on the lines of the Troy and Mont- 
real House Printing Company in 1856. 

He was transferred to Springfield, Mass., in 1857, 
where he remained until the reorganization of the 
American Telegraph Company in 1859, when 
Springfield was abandoned as a repeating station 
between New York and Boston. Не was trans- 
ferred to New York сісу and detailed to service on 
the New York, Philadelphia and Washington 
printing lines, succeeding in the service of the 
Western Union Telegraph Company, on its ab- 
sorption of the American Telegraph Company in 
1866. He was chief operator of the printing service 
at 145 Broadway and assistant editor of Zhe Tele- 
erapher, in 1865. Мг. Edwards was associated 
with the late George M. Phelps in his invention of 
the printing telegraph instruments. 


JOSEPH KNITTLE, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, New 
York, was born at Rochester, N. Y., September 


roth, 1839. He entered the telegraph business іп 
1852, as messenger with the Washington and New 
Orleans Telegraph Company, at 6 Hanover street, 
New York. From there he entered the Сиу апа 
Suburban Telegraph Company, City Line, at 6 
Chatham Square, New York, House Printing 
System, as messenger and assistant operator. He 
opened and was manager of the Williamsburgh 


office, now Brooklyn, Е. D., in 1858. 


the office at Broadway and Canal street. 
then transferred to 145 Broadway. In 1864 he 
went in the army, as operator in the United 
States Military Telegraph Corps, under General 
Gilmore, Headquarters at Hilton Head, 5. C., and 
Charleston, S. C., General J. R. Gilmore, being 
superintendent of the Military Telegraph Corps. 
He remained at Hilton Head as manager up to 
1866, when he returned to New York, and accepted 
service with the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany as an operator, as relief on printers, for about 
fifteen years. He was then appointed to Boston, 
printer, where he still remains. 


JOHN F. MYERS, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, 195 
Broadway, New York, was born in the city of 
New York, August 29, 1811. In the fall of 1820, 
he was first initiated in the art of semaphore tele- 
graphy on the old line of Marine Telegraph, then 
situated on the south side of Castle Garden wall, 
New York city. The working of the system was 
by a one-arm semaphore, operated by pulleys and 
ropes, and at the Narrows, Staten Island, by a 


large frame with a circle, which contained а half’ 


disk, and a small arm above it, making a very 
complicated affair, In the winter of 1830, Mr. 
Myers took charge of the Highland station, where 
he remained until 1832, when the property was 
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He next 
went with the American Telegraph Company, as 
printer. From there he opened the Everett House 
office, New York, іп 1860, аѕ printer, and from 
there was appointed manager of the Brooklyn, N. 
Y., office in 1861, and from there took charge of 
He was 


sold. He was then employed at the Sandy Hook 
After the big fire of 1835, the New York 
station was removed to the top of what was then 
Holt’s Hotel, now known as the United States 
After the new Exchange was rebuilt, the 
station was removed back again to the top of the 
In 1859, Mr. Myers was 
transferred to the American ‘Telegraph Company, 
21 Wall street, and subsequently to the Western 
Union Telegraph Company, on their purchase of 
Mr. Myers 


station. 


Hotel. 


Merchants’ Exchange. 


the American Telegraph Company. 
still remains with the Western Union Company. 


WILLIAM J. QUINN, 


Secretary of the New York Telegraphers’ Aid 
Society for the past four years, was born in New 
York city, January 23, 1853. He entered the service 
of the Western Union Telegraph Company, at 
145 Broadway, as a messenger, July 8, 1870, and 
shortly afterwards was assigned to a clerkship in 
the delivery department, thence to the book-keep- 
ing department, and in 1872 he was placed іп 
charge of “Clark's” department and the traffic at 
nights. The latter position he held until 1884, 
when he was assigned to the pay-roll of the general 
Operating department, and is now in charge of the 
pay-rolls of the department already mentioned, as 
well as those of the Commercial News department 
and the Race Bureau. Mr. Quinn is serving his 
third year as a director of the Serial Building, 
Loan and Savings Institute. 


HORACE C. FARDON, 
Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, New 
York, was born March 10, 1840. He entered the 
service of the Magnetic Telegraph Company, in 
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HORACE С. FARDON. 


1855 or 1856—and has been in the service through- 
out all the consolidations up to the present time, 
being connected with the cashier’s and receiving 
departments, during the entire service up to May, 
1892. Now on pay-roll New York office. 


TITUS ALEXANDER BROOKS, 


Time Keeper, General Operating Department, 
Western Union Telegraph Company, New York, 
was born at Fort Montgomery, N. Y., December 
6th, 1855. He entered the service of the Western 
Union Telegraph Company in 1876, in whose em- 
ploy he has remained up to the present time. He 


19 


is а member of all of the fraternal societies con- 
nected with this office, and he has been chairman 
of the entertainment committee of the New York 
Magnetic Club for a number of years. The fact 
that he is unanimously re-elected every year is 
sufficient proof of his popularity among his 
associates. 


ALEXANDER MORISON, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, New 
York, was born at Glasgow, Scotland, in 1852, and 
learned telegraphy in Canada in 1868. He went 
west in 1873, working at various points in Cali- 
fornia, Nevada, Utah and other states. He left 
Chicago in 1885, and came to New York, and for 
the past six years he has been in charge of the 
Western Union Telegraph office, at the New York 


Sui. 
WILLIAM H. MOFFETT, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, New 
York, was born in Philadelphia, March 7th, 1855. 
His telegraphic career began as a messenger 
for the Bankers and Brokers Telegraph Company 
in 1867. He afterwards was employed as clerk in 
the Philadelphia Western Union Telegraph office, 
where he remained until 1873. From 1873 until a 
year later he was a perforator for the Automatic 
Telegraph Company in Philadelphia, Baltimore 
and Washington. When the company was con- 
solidated with the Atlantic and Pacific Telegraph 
Company, Mr. Moffett came to New York city, in 
the meantime having become a proficient Morse 
operator. He remained in the service of the 
Atlantic and Pacific Telegraph Company until 1877. 

During the subsequent five years he occupied 
the position of private operator at Bradstreet’s 


Mercantile Agency in New York city. He then 
became night manager of the Baltimore and Ohio 
Telegraph Company’s main office in New York, 
from 1882 to 1887, and entered the service of the 
Western Union Telegraph Company, in 1888, as an 


operator. He served in various capacities in the 


WILLIAM H. MOFFETT. 


testing and wire work. He is now ап assistant to 
the wire chief, having charge of all New York 
city linemen and cablemen, and supervises the 
repairing of underground cables and the running 
of all cable circuits. He is thoroughly conversant 
with all details of cable work. 


FRANK M. ALDRIDGE. 
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FRANK M. ALDRIDGE, 


Was born at Hamilton, Ont., Canada, December 
215, 1856. At the age of sixteen he learned tel- 
egraphy in the village of Mohawk, №. Y. He then 
worked at Richfield Springs, Amsterdam, and Ilion 
until 1877, then came to New York and worked in 
the large Broadway branch offices until the advent 
of the tube system in the main office of the West- 
ern Union Company, New York, since which time 
he has remaired 


SAMUEL HAMILTON BATES, 
Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, New 
York, was born at Paisley, Scotland, October 31, 
1854. Heentered the telegraph service at Newark, 


№. J.,in 1869, as messenger. In 1871, he was 
operator for the Pennsylvania Railroad, at Newark, 
and went to Somerville, N. J., and other points for 
the Central Railroad of New Jersey. He next 
went with the Pacific and Atlantic Telegraph Com- 
pany at Newark, N. J., and later at New York. 
In 1874. Mr. Bates went with the Automatic Fire 
Alarm Co., as chief inspector, and was transferred 
to Boston as superintendent for the same company 
in 1877. In 1879, he was an inspector for the 
American District Telegraph Company in New 
York, and in 1880, was appointed general superin- 
tendent of the Colorado Telephone Company, 
Denver, Colorado. Three years later he accepted 
a position with the Colorado Electric Company. 
Later he organized a District Telegraph Company, 
at Pueblo, Colo., where he worked for the Western 
Union Telegraph Company seven years. Іп 1899, 
he went into mercantile business, and in 1893, re- 
entered the Western Union Telegraph service, in 
the main office, New York city. 


Р. A. CLARK, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, New: 


York, was born at Albany, N. Y., May 24th, 1852. 
He entered the service of the New York, Albany 
and Buffalo Telegraph Company, at Albany, N. Y., 
June ist, 1863, as Associated Press messenger, and 
carried the war dispatches all during the war. He 
began work as an operator in 1869. Since then 
has been with the American Union Telegraph 
Company at 135 Broadway, with the Western 
Union Telegraph Company, at 16 Broad street, 
and is now located at 195 Broadway. 


COURTLAND М. CUNNINGHAM. 


COURTLAND M. CUNNINGHAM, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, New 
York, was born at Elmira, N. Y., in 1852. Не 
began his career as a telegrapher with the Franklin 
Telegraph Company, at тї Broad street, New 
York, in 1866. Later, after a ten years sojourn at 
Omaha and different offices in the west, he located 
with the Western Union Telegraph Company, at 
195 Broadway, New York city, where he still 
remains, 


LAWRENCE FRANCIS DOWLING, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, New 
York, was born in Ireland, 43 years ago. He en- 
tered the telegraph service in New York city in 
1866, passing through the different grades from 
messenger to operator. He has always been in 
the service of the Western Union Telegraph 
Company. 

CORNELIUS DWYER, | 
Was born, December 18th, 1838, almost within the 
shadow of the famous rock of Cashel, Ireland. He 
went to the national school at Moyne, until 18651, 
when he came to the United States with the family, 
and settled on a farm eight miles south of Cleve- 
land; soon afterward he was sent to the Rockwell] 
street school in that city. 

In 1854 he joined Wade’s Telegraph office and 
quickly mastered the business under Captain Кап- 
dall Р. Wade, son of Jeptha Н. Wade. The con- 
solidation of the Wade, Speed, O'Reilly and House 
Printing Companies took place that year, and was 
named the Western Union. General Thos. Т. 
Eckert sent him out on the Ft. Wayne road, thence 
he was sent to Xenia, Ohio, where he was appointed 
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CORNELIUS DWYER. 


agent American Express Company, but that work 
proved unsuitable and the general sent him to 
Pittsburgh, and later appointed him chief operator 
of the Central Ohio road, stationed at Zanesville, 
in the office of Hon. Hugh J. Jewett, president of 
the road. From Zanesville he returned to Cleve- 
land to care for his father and the younger 
children. In February, 1862, after the fall of Fort 
Donelson and the evacuation of Nashville, Gen- 
eral Stager ordered him to that important military 
position, where he took charge and acquitted him- 
self satisfactorily to his superiors in a most trying 
position. After the close of the war he came to 
New York, remaining until 1869, when he went 
to New Orleans, and after the death of Taylor 
Brown, chief operator, was appointed his successor. 
Dwyer got the Texas-Pacific fever in 1872, and 
started for San Diego, but was stopped at San 
Francisco by Superintendent Geo. S. Ladd, and 
worked there until the death of Thos. A. Scott and 
the consequent end of all hopes for the success of the 
Texas-Pacific. In 1877 he turned his face east- 
ward and worked in Chicago till 1880, when he 
faced west again, and was appointed night chief at 
Omaha. In 1885, he came again to New York 
with a view of obtaining the best medical advice 
for his lameness, which was caused by his horse 
throwing and dragging him through the streets in 
Nashville, hurting his spine. 


BRONSON C. EDWARDS, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, New 
York, was born at Cedar Keys, Fla., November 
22d, 1851, and entered the telegraph service in 
1868, at Baldwin, Fla. 


He was next manager at 
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BRONSON C. EDWARDS. 


St. Augustine, Fla., which position he held until 


1872, when he came to New York and where he 
has resided ever since. 


MATHIAS J. FITZPATRICK, 


Of the Western Union T 
York city, 


| elegraph Company, New 
was born іп Rome, N. Y., and entered 
the service of the United States Telegraph Com- 
pany as messenger, at the age of twelve years. 
After being there six months the co 
dated with the We i 
аф Vestern Union Telegraph, Com- 
pany. іп the meantime he had become ап орег- 
ator, and secured a position at Norwich. N. Y 
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After remaining there a short time he decided to 
go west,and secured a position on the North 
Missouri Railroad as relief operator, and worked 
at nearly every point on the road. When the 
road was completed to Kansas City, he was trans- 
ferred to that point. He resigned that position on 
account of ill health. His next office was at Fort 
Harken, and later at Ellsworth, for the Kansas 
Pacific Railroad Company. When the extension 
from Sheridan to Denver commenced, he obtained 
a position at the front, which he retained until the 
completion of the line to Denver. From Denver 
he went to Jefferson City, Mo, as press operator, 
and later to the dispatcher’s office of the Missouri 
Pacific Railroad Company, and from there to the 
Union Pacific at Fort Kearney, and Sydney, Neb., 
and later to the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy 
Railroad Company, working as superintendent's 
clerk and train dispatcher, on their different divis- 
ions for three years. Then he went to the Cairo 
and St. Louis Narrow Gauge, as chief operator, 
and thence to the Ottumwa as manager for West- 
ern Union Telegraph Company, but was soon trans- 
ferred to Rock Island. On leaving there he went 
with the Texas Pacific Railroad as superintendent's 
clerk. Healso held similar positions at Texarkana 
and Marshall, Tex., for about two years. From 
there he returned to the Western Union Telegraph 
Company at Denver, and later to Leadville. He 
then went with the Denver and Rio Grande Rail- 
road Company as train dispatcher, at Pueblo, 
Colo., and from there to New York city, with the 
Western Union Telegraph Company, where he 
still remains. 


GEORGE H. GOODFELLOW. 


GEORGE Н. GOODFELLOW, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, New 
York, was born in London, England, June 3, 1863. 
He removed to Canada in 1870, where he entered 
the employ of the old Montreal Telegraph Com- 
pany. Learning the Morse system on a register, 
he later worked for the same company as operator, 
at a number of points. He entered the service of 
the Western Union Telegraph Company, at Buffalo, 
N. Y., in 1881. From there he went through the 
west and southwest, working in the principal 
cities, arriving in New York in the spring of 1887, 
where he has since been employed by the Western 
Union Telegraph Company, with the exception of 
one year, when he held the position of associate 
editor of the Electrical Age. Mr. Goodfellow has 
worked in every branch of telegraphy, both rail- 
road and commercial. 


THOMAS W. GREENE, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, New 
York, was born at Holliston, Mass., December 1 3, 
186c. He was promoted from a messenger to ап 
operator at Lawrence, Mass., and in 1876, he be- 
came manager of the Atlantic and Pacifc Telegraph 
Company in that city. After the consolidation of 
that company with the Western Union Telegraph, 
Mr. Greene accepted a position with the Western 
Union Telegraph Company at Boston, remaining 
there until 1883. He came to New York in Nov- 
ember of that year, and has been in the employ of 
the Western Union Telegraph Company to this 
date. His present position is in the Chicago 
Inter-Ocean news bureau. 


А, М. GUEST, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, New 
York city, was born in Baltimore, Md., September 
12th, 1854. He entered the service of the West- 
ern Union Telegraph Company, at 195 Broadway, 
New York, in 1880, where he still remains. Mr. 
Guest is one of the organizers of the Serial Build- 
ing and Loan Association, and also а member of 
the Telegraphers Mutual Benefit Association, and 


other insurance societies, at 195 Broadway, New 
York. 


WILLIAM L. IVES, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, New 
York, was born at West Troy, N. Y., October 24th, 
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1841. The Senator, as he is popularly called, 
entered the telegraph service of the Syracuse, 
Oswego, and Ogdensburg Telegraph Company, at 
Syracuse, №. Y., in July, 1857, as book-keeper and 
messenger, under Sidney B. Gifford, the manager. 
After mastering telegraphy, Mr. Ives went west on 
the Lake Shore and Michigan Southern Railroad, 
locating at South Bend, Ind., Goshen, Ind., and Hud- 
son, Mich., where he remained for one year, returning 
to Syracuse in 1861, where he was made manager 
of the office. Upon the consolidation of his com- 
pany with the New York, Albany, and Buffalo 
Telegraph Company, Mr. James D. Reid, super- 
intendent, sent him to Batavia, №. Ү. Remaining 
there but a short time, he returned to Syracuse to 
take press reports. 

Mr. Ives entered the United States Military 
Telegraph Corps and was assigned to duty in the 
War Department, for a few weeks, when he was 
transferred to Alexandria, Va., as assistant to man- 
ager Maiden, and remained there until the end of 
the war. In 1865, Mr. Ives entered mercantile 
business, but returned to the Syracuse telegraph 
office. He held a position as operator at 145 
Broadway, New York, for the Western Union 
Telegraph Company in 1869, and in 1870 he was 
made manager of the Seneca Falls, N. Y., office, 
remaining there until his appointment on February 
4th, 1872, as manager of the Government Telegraph 
office in the United States Senate, at Washington. 
Mr. Ives held this position for eleven years. 
While in Washington Mr. Ives acted as corre 
spondent for several papers. Since his retirement 
from the Senate he has occupied a position with 


J. WHITE KELLY. 
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the Western Union Telegraph Company, at 195 
Broadway, New York. 


J. WHITE KELLY, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, New 
York, was born at Ballston, N. Y., August 18th, 
1833. He entered the service in Rochester, N. Y. 
in 1851, and retired from the service in 1857. Не 
re-entered the service in 1865 and left again in 1877, 
He re-entered the service again in 1887, and is now 
with the Western Union Telegraph Company, 
New York city. 


WILLIAM THOMAS KILMARTIN, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, New 
York, was born in Galway, Ireland, March 17th, 
1858. He moved to Portland, Me., when eight 
years of age, with his parents, and soon after en- 
tered the telegraph service as office boy for the 
International Telegraph Company in that city. 
After becoming an operator he remained with that 
company until it was absorbed by the Western 
Union Telegraph Company, when he was trans- 
ferred to the latter company. 

In 1879, Mr. Kilmartin came to New York and 
entered the service of the Atlantic and Pacific 
Telegraph Company, at 145 Broadway. When 
that company was absorbed by the Western Union 
Telegraph Company, he entered the service of the 
American Union Telegraph Company and re- 
mained with the latter until its consolidation with 
the Western Union Telegraph Company, when he 
was transferred to 195 Broadway, and has worked 
the New Orleans Commercial News Department 
circuit for ten years, and perhaps with one excep- 
tion, he has the longest continuous record on one 
circuit in the office up to the present time. 
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SAMUEL В. LAMBDIN, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, New 
York, was born in 1854, in Alexandria, Va. He 
learned the telegraph business in 1871. Being 
desirous of traveling, like most young operators, 
he worked in the following opposition offices: 
Greensboro, N. C., Lynchburg, Va., Washington, 
D. C., Springfield, Mass., Norwich, Conn., New 
York, and other places. 

In 1876 he accepted a position as operator in 
the Western Union Telegraph Company’s main 
office, New York, where he has been employed 
ever s'nce. 

In 1882 he wrote his famous Jumbo’s Jolly Jokes, 
regarded as one of the funniest books ever written 
by a telegrapher. 

In the summer of 1883, he visited Europe, 
taking in Glasgow and Edinburg, Scotland: Lon- 
don and Liverpool, England; Dublin апа Belfast, 
Ireland; Paris, France. and other places. 


SAMUEL B. LAMBDIN. 


He is a great collector of autographs, stamps, 
photographs, pictures, books, relics and curios 
generally. It is doubtful if there is another tele- 
grapher in the United States having such a large 
and varied collection as he. His beautiful studio 
of five rooms is a marvel of uniqueness, being a 
small art gailery and museum combined. 

His big sublime harmony music box plays 64 
different tunes and is soon to be run by electricity. 

His chief element is the literary, having been a 
contributor to various papers. Is gifted as a blank 
verse poet. Quite a number of such poems he has 
read before various assemblies, and been well 


received. 


He intends to soon publish a volume of his 
writings. They will be in blank verse, or epic form. 


JOHN C. LANE, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, New 
York, was born at West Town, Orange county, 
М. Y., 1847. About 1869, he decided to study 
telegraphy. 

He built two short sections of line on Long 
Island and was appointed manager at Sag Harbor, 
L. 1., in 1871, then at the test office in Hunter's 
Point. He went into outside business in 1882. 

He entered the New York office in 1887 and 
was detailed to the Wheatstone shop for two years 
and a half, where under the direction of Mr. S. P. 
Frier, he constructed the first lot of Wheatstone 
galvanometers and relays made in this country, 
also the pattern of Mr. Friers “Self-Polarizing 
Relay,” and the pattern for the relays now in use 
on all the duplex and quadruplex sets in the New 
York office. 

In 1892 he was employed by the Magneto-Elec- 
tric Manufacturing Co., in charge of their model 
Department, but the panic of 1893 broke up the 


concern, and he is again with the Western Union 
at New York. 


L E. C. MOORE, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, New 
York, was born at Danville, Pa., November, 1844. 
He served through the war, and entered the tele- 
graph service at Wilkes-Barre, Pa., in 1869, and 
served as treasurer for the Delaware River Tele- 
graph Company until that company was absorbed 
by the Western Union Telegraph Company. He 
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then served as cashier for the Pacific and Atlantic 
Telegraph Company, at Chicago, until that com- 
pany was also absorbed by the Western Union 
Telegraph Company. 

He then went to Savannah and later to Charles- 
ton and accepted a position with the Southern and 
Atlantic Telegraph Company as manager and 
circuit manager, which he held until that company 
was absorbed by the Western Union Telegraph 
Company. He then went to Philadelphia with the 


L. Е. С. MOORE. 


American Union Telegraph Company, until that 
company was consolidated with the Western Union 
Telegraph Company. He then accepted a position 
with the Baltimore and Ohio Telegraph Company 
at Philadelphia, and remained there until that 
company also sold out to the Western Union 
Telegraph Company. He then came to New 
York, accepting a position with the Western Union 
Telegraph Company, where he still remains. 


E. E. MORRISON, 


Of the Central Cable office, New York, was born 
in Bradford, Vt., in 1857. Не entered the tele- 
graph service 21 years ago, most of this period 
has been spent in the cable service. For the past 
eight years he has been the official telegrapher for 
the United States Senate at Washington, during 
the sessions of Congress. During the recesses his 
time is occupied in the cable service at 16 Broad 
street, New York city. 
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JOHN MORISON, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, New 
York, was born at Glasgow, Scotland, in 1850, and 
learned telegraphy in Canada, in 1864. He went 
to North Platte, Neb., in 1868. He worked in 
Nebraska, Wyoming, Utah, Nevada and Cali- 
fornia until 1879, when he came to New York, 
where he has since remained. 


FRANK D. MURPHY, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, New 
York, was born in New York city, and entered 
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the telegraph service in 1868, as operator. His 
first office was at Port Morris, N. Y., for the Har- 
lem Railroad Company, second at Brewsters, №. 
Y., for the Western Union Company, third at 
Mount Vernon, N. Y., for the Western Union 
Company. Не then accepted a position with the 
Western Union Telegraph Company, at 195 
Broadway, New York, where he has been since 
1874. Не has worked all the heavy circuits in the 
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FRANK D. MURPHY. 


main office, and (with exception of a little while, 
resigned from the business) has worked Richmond, 
Va., quadruplex for the past fourteen years. He is 
a member of the Old-Timers Association, and was 
one of the executive officers of the Telegraphers 
Aid Society. He is at present time vice-regent of 
the Royal Arcanum Council 498, of Fairview, N. 
J. He was at one time assistant advertising man- 
ager of the Commercial Advertiser, of New York. 
He is single and thoroughly temperate. 


MICHAEL Е. O'BRIEN, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, New 
York, was born in New Haven, Conn., May 1, 
1851, and entered the service of the Western 
Union Telegraph Company, at that point under 
Mr. Murray Fairchild, manager of the office. In 
1877, he came to New York for the Western 
Union Telegraph Company. From 1881 to 1884, 
he was night manager of the American Rapid 
Telegraph Company. Mr. O’Brien has the honor 
of having sent the first message out of the new 
operating room of the Western Union Telegraph 


a: ee, „. 


= —— Ф 


MICHAEL F. O'BRIEN. 


Company, which company he has been with since 
the absorption of the American Rapid Telegraph 
Company's property. 


CHARLES S. PALMER, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, New 
York, was born at Waterbury, Conn., September 
11, 1856. He mastered telegraphy at that point in 
1874, and came to New York and worked for the 
Western Union Telegraph Company at 145 Broad- 
way. Не then transferred to Newark, N. J., office 
of the same company, and also represented the 
Delaware, Lackawanna and Western Railroad 
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Company at the Morris and Essex Depot. He 
returned to 145 Broadway апа assisted іп 
moving into 195 Broadway, in 1875, In 1877, Mr. 
Palmer went to Texas, where he remained until 
1883, when he returned to New York, and has 


been with the Western Union Telegraph Company 
ever since. 


EUGENE PERKINS, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, New 
York city, was born at Kittery, Me., on October 
12th, 1851. Не began his telegraphic career in 
1871, at Lyndonville, Vt. Remaining there a few 
months, he accepted a position in the dispatchers’ 
office of the Northern Railroad Company, at Con- 
cord, N. H. Shortly after he accepted the position 
of ticket agent at Somerville Station, Boston, Mass., 
where he remained three years. He then returned 
to the Western Union Telegraph Company in 
Boston, where he remained until the consolidation 
of the Westernand Mutual Union Telegraph Com- 
panies. Не was next engaged to take charge of 
the telegraph service of four railroads at their 
junction at Willimantic, Conn. ‘Two years later he 
returned to the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany at Springfield, Mass, also at New Haven and 
Hartford, Conn. Inthe latter office he was assigned 
to the Associated Press service. One year later Mr. 
Perkins accepted the chief operatorship of е 
American Rapid Telegraph Company in Providence, 
R. I. A few months later he was transferred to 
the main office, New York, filling the position of 
night chief for four years. Inthe spring of 1885, 
the Siamese government made overtures to 
American telegraphers and Mr. Perkins was one of 
the five selected to enter that government’s service 


for three years. On reaching Bangkok, Siam, he 
was given charge of the office of the Director 
General of Telegraphs, heidquarters near the 
Palace. One year later, on the death of the chief 
of the principal office of the country (the foreign 
cable office), Mr. Perkins was selected to fill the 
vacancy, which position he retained until the end 
of his contract. Не was one of two members of 
the American party who received a medal of honor 
from the King. In 1888 he returned to New York, 
since which time he has been employed in the main 
office of the Western Union Telegraph Company. 


E. PAYSON PORTER, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, New 
York, was born June 16, 1834. In June, 1846, he 
entered the telegraph service as a messenger in 
the Geneva, N. Y., office and in 1849 he was 
made its manager. When the House Printing 
system was introduced, Mr. Porter entered the 
Rochester, N. Y., office as a student, working the 
Morse system on the Genesee Valley line at the 
same time, and later for a few weeks also at Utica, 
N. Y., and at Albany, N. Y., after which he took 
a position on the New York, Albany and Buffalo 
line at New York city. He soon returned to the 
Morse system, working upon the ‘Union Line” 
between New York and Boston, in the New York 
office, and later on the New York, Albany and 
Buffalo line in Buffalo. In 1860, Mr. Porter went 
to Chicago and became connected with the West- 
ern Union Telegraph Company, and by his efforts 
the managers of the Western Union company 
located at Cleveland, and the managers of the 
New York, Albany and Buffalo company, located 
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at Utica, connected the lines with the use of a 
“button repeater” in Buffalo, and direct communica- 
tion between New York and Chicago was establish- 
ed, the business being copied in Buffalo for the 
purpose of making the entries between the two 
companies. This direct communication was not, 
however, continued, and at the organization of the 
United States Telegraph Company, Mr. Porter 
placed some stock for that company in Chicago on 
the promise that direct communication would be 
secured with New York. 

Later on Mr. Porter constructed the Metro- 
politan Telegraph Lines in Chicago, connecting 
with the United States Telegraph Company, and 
afterwards changing to the Western Union Tele- 
graph Company, when he again became connected 
with the latter, and has continued with this company 
until the present time. When Mr. Porter learned of 
the invention of the type-writer by Mr. C. Latham 
Sholes, of Milwaukee, Wis., in 1870, he visited 
that city, and, his former experience as a “printing” 
operator enabled him to astonish Mr. Sholes with 
his expertness in manipulating the type-writer 
machine. It occurred to Mr. Porter that the type- 
writer would be of service in connection with the 
telegraph, and upon his suggestion a machine was 
made to make as little noise as possible, and was 
used by him in the Chicago office, at first copying 
Washington “specials,” and later for copying 
messages. 


JOHN RATHBONE, 


Operator at Western Union Telegraph Company, 
195 Broadway, New York, was born at New Lon- 
don, Conn., June roth, 1848. He entered the ser- 
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vice of the American Telegraph Company in 1861, 
at the New London office, as messenger boy. He 
remained there until 1867, when he came to 
Hunters Point, Long Island, N. Y., as operator 
for the Long Island Railroad Company. Не then 
gave up the key to go on the road as superintend- 
ent’s clerk and conductor, and later he entered 
the service of the New York Elevated Railroad, 
New York city, with which he held a position for 
six years. He then entered the service of the 
Western Union Telegraph Company, at 195 Broad- 
way, New York, in 1881, as operator, where he still 
remains, 


EDGAR M. TOMLINSON, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, New 
York, was born in New Haven, Conn., June 24, 
1831. Не entered the telegraph service at Hart- 
ford, Conn., in 1846, and was transferred succes- 
sively to Springfield, Worcester and Boston, He 
was a protege of F.O. J. Smith, and went with him 
to Portland, Me. Mr. Tomlinson opened the first 
telegraph office in the Naugatuck Valley at Bir- 
mingham (Derby), Conn., for Ezra Cornell. In 1849 
he entered the service of the Erie Railroad Com- 
pany, at Elmira, N. Y. Mr. Tomlinson took 
charge of the office when Mr. L. G. Tillottson was 
appointed superintendent of telegraph. Mr. 
Tillottson appointed Mr. Tomlinson manager at 
Hornellsville, where he remained until 1853. While 
there he got up a numerously signed petition ad- 
dressed to Charles Minot, general superintendent 
of the Erie Railroad, asking for a meeting to be 
held at Elmira, and about seventy-five operators 
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met there on July 4, 1851. This was the first large 
gathering of telegraph operators in the country. 
Mr. Tomlinson then went to Texas. Оп his way 
he was obliged to stop at New Orleans for a week. 
At that time the worst epidemic of yellow fever in 
the history of the country was prevailing. From 
New Orleans he continued his trip to Galveston, 
and was there taken down with the fever himself. 
This epidemic delayed the construction of the tele- 
graph until 1854, when he opened the office at 
Houston, Tex. Не was the sender of the first 
commercial telegram over the first telegraph wire 
erected in that state. While in Houston, he and 
others organized the Thespian Society. In 1856 
he engaged in the lumber trade at Port Lavacca, 
Tex., remaining there about a year, when he re- 
turned to Louisville, Ky., where he entered a large 
wholesale drygoods house, and remained there 
until 1860. It was while in Louisville that he be- 
came acquainted with Dr. Norvin Green, late 
president of the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany. From Louisville he returned to New York, 
and then went to Savannah, Ga., to engage in the 
foreign ship timber trade. He became a member 
of the Savannah Light Artillery (before the war), 
served three months in Fort Pulaski under orders 
of the governor of the State of Georgia. Shortly 
after the war began, he went to Memphis, Tenn., 
and accepted the position of chief clerk to the 
superintendent of the Memphis and Ohio Railroad 
Company, and resumed his telegraph relations in 
connection with it. About that time occurred the 
battles of Fort Henry, Fort Donelson, Shiloh and 
the concentration of the Confederate forces at 
Corinth, Miss., where Mr. Tomlinson was sent to 
take charge of the telegraph office, and remained 
there until that place was evacuated. While there 
he sent the telegram from General Beauregard to 
General N. В. Forrest, ordering the evacuation of 
Fort Pillow. Before leaving his office he wrote on 
the door with a piece of chalk “ Good-bye; Е. М. 
Tomlinson,” and the first telegrapher to read these 
words was his Louisville room-mate, Charles W. 
Hammond. At Memphis, the Union army and 
navy had captured that city, and Mr. Tomlinson 
was ordered to report їо the Provost Marshal's 
office, and take the “TIron-clad Oath.” Soon as 
possible he started for New York, and shortly after 
he accepted a position in the General Freight 
Office of the Erie Railroad at Dunkirk, N. Y., but 
did not remain long, as a better position was offered 
him on the Ohio and Mississippi Railroad, and 
while with the latter company, he with two others, 
organized an association for the purpose of settle- 
ment of lost and time freight claims between con- 
signors and railroad companies. While engaged 
in this, he was appointed to the office of chief 
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clerk in the United States Treasury Department, 
at Memphis, Tenn., and shortly thereafter was 
made local special agent under the Captured and 
Abandoned Property Regulations, at Vicksburg, 
Miss. From there he was ordered to Mobile, and 
appointed an assistant special agent under the 
same regulations. Remained there until the agency 
was abolished. While there he personally recovered 
nearly two millions of property from Confederates, 
for which service he was specially rewarded by 
Hon. Hugh McCullough, Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, which is part of the records of that department. 
He was then appointed a special agent in the In- 
ternal Revenue Department, and assigned to duty 
at Philadelphia and New York city. While in 
Philadelphia he succeeded in breaking up the gang 
of whiskey frauds which were defrauding the gov- 
ernment of enormous sums. This class of special 
agents was soon after abolished. He was then 
appointed to a position in the New York City Post 
Office, and made chief clerk at Station “A” and 
transferred to Station “ D,” which place he resigned 
to enter into other business, which he sold out. In 
1883 he was appointed chief inspector of excise 
in New York city, which office he held for three 
years. He then resumed his former position with 
the Western Union Telegraph Company, where 
he still remains. He is also interested in, and is 
one of the directors of the Deer Park Improvement 


Company. 
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ALFRED G. TRULAN, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, New 
York, was born in Whitefield, N. H., August rst, 
1857. He learned telegraphy in the Western 
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Union Telegraph office at that place іп 1875, апа 
as operator he worked at St. Johnsbury, Vt., Holy- 
oke, Mass., and Littleton, N. H., and was manager 
of the Western Union Telegraph Office at Montpe- 
lier, Vt., for several years. Has been an operator 
at 195 Broadway, New York, since 1891. 


JACOB TUCK, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, New 
York, was born in New York city, October 11, 
1869. He graduated from the public schools of 
this city, and connected himself with the tele- 
graphic profession, starting from the messenger 
service and gradually rising until he is to-day re- 
cognized as one of the best operators in the office 
In Charleston, Atlanta and Jacksonville, where he 
took Associated Press, the papers recorded his 
агр dwelling upon the fact that his copy 
was one of the best and | i 

з ы. plainest ever furnished 


J. Е. W. ULRICH, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, N 

York, was born in New York, September ч б. 
He learned to telegraph in the train dis atch с 
office of the Delaware, Lackawanna and W a 
Railroad, at Hoboken, N. J., where he Жо 
several years as operator. He went to w п = 
the Western Union Telegraph Company in К" 
у city, оп July 4, 1881, and stil] remains with 

at company, and does duty on the night Өш 


THOMAS S. WELTER, 


Of the Western Union T 
| elegraph Com 
York city, was born near Hackettstown, N, 
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J. F. W. ULRICH. 


THOMAS 5. WELTER. 


May 23, 1845. Не learned telegraphy in Hacketts- 
town, їп 1865, and he was appointed agent and 
operator at Stanhope, N. J, in 1866; was trans- 
ferred back to Hackettstown in 1867, as soon as 
the Morris and Essex Railroad was extended to 
Phillipsburg, N. J. He held the position as night 
operator until 1869, when he was appointed agent 
at Summit, №, J,, which position пе held until 
1872, when he came to New York and located at 
134 Pearl street, forthe Western Union Telegraph 
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Company, where he remained until the Baltimore 
and Ohio Telegraph Company started, when he 
was appointed manager for that company at the 
Cotton Exchange office. Не remained there until 
that company was absorbed by the Western Union 
Telegraph Company, when he was then transferred 
to the Western Union Telegraph Company’s main 


office, and is now employed in the Wheatstone 
department. 


D. J. WILLIS, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, New 
York, was born at Rochester, N. Y., April 5, 1839. 
In 1853, he entered the New York, Albany and 
Buffalo Telegraph office at Rochester, as a mes- 
senger. At that time the paraphernalia of the 
telegraph office consisted of four registers. 

After learning to telegraph, and in 1855, Mr. 
Willis was appointed manager at Medina, N. Y. 
The Bain system was then in use, but it was soon 
changed to the Morse. He was next transferred 
to Lockport, N. Y., by order of superintendent 
James D. Reid. The next change he made was to 
the Buffalo office of the Western Union Telegraph 
Company. He afterwards came to New York, 
where he remained but a short time when he went 
to Colorado, where he worked for the Denver and 
Rio Grande Railroad. He then worked for the 
Western Union Telegraph Company in Chicago, 
for a period, when he returned to New York, and 
has worked for almost every company that has been 
organized for the past fifteen years, and many 
brokers. He is now on the night force at the 
main office. 
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A. WINDER, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, 195 
Broadway, New York city, was born in Woods- 
town, №. J., October 13th, 1834. In 1851 he went 
to Indianapolis, Ind., and entered the service of 
the O’Reilly Telegraph Company. He acquired 
theart of telegraphy while acting as messenger, 
and after being two years at the key, he was ap- 
pointed manager at Perryville, Ind., and later at 
Attica, where he learned to read by sound. He 
was transferred from there to Lafayette, Ind., and 
three years later to Booneville, Mo., from there to 
New Orleans, La., thence to Baton Rouge, La. 
He came north in 1860, at the breaking out of the 
war, and applied for military service, and was sent 
to camp Bates. Не was shortly afterward trans- 
ferred to the Department of West Virginia, then 
to General Rosecran’s headquarters at Clarksburg. 
While he was out repairing lines, early in January, 
1863, he was captured апа taken to Stanton, Va., 
then sent to Libby Prison, where he remained 
three months. Reaching Clarksburg again he was 
sent to Red House Shoals, W. Va., and after a few 
months’ stay there, left for the Department of the 
Cumberland, reporting at Nashville, Tenn. He 
returned to Indianapolis in 1864, and remained 
there fifteen years as operator, assistant chief, and 
chief. He then resigned and took charge of Cen- 
tral City, Colo., office, returning to Indianapolis a 
year later. Не accepted the position of all night 
manager there, which he filled for one year. After 
the American Unionand Western Union Telegraph 
Companies consolidated, he accepted a position as 
chief operator at Williamsport, Pa. After filling 
that position for some time, he returned to Indian- 
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apolis, and accepted a position as chief operator for 
the Baltimore and Ohio Telegraph Company, and 
later was transferred to Memphis, Tenn., to open 
an office there for the same company. He then 
went to St. Louis, Mo., as operator, and later 
came to New York, where he has since remained. 
Mr. Winder has been in the telegraph service 


forty-three years. 
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LESLIE WARNICK BRADLEY, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, New 
York, was born in Utica, N. Y., in the year 1855, 
when very young, his people moved with him to 
Brooklyn, N. Y. He entered the telegraph ser- 
vice in 1868. Three years later he started west 
visiting Baltimore, Parkersburg, Cincinnati, Chi. 
cago, and Omaha. At the end of five months he 
went to New Orleans, from there he soon drifted 
to the Pacific coast, working in all the important 
places along the railroad lines. After a brief so 
journ in San Francisco, he returned east, ЖОЕ 
а short time in Reno, Corinne, Salt Lake city АП 
Chicago. Не reached New York again in 18-6 
Не then resolved оп a seafaring life, and shi ed 
on a coastwise vessel for New Orleans. ag 
second voyage when he reached New Orlean и 
again entered the telegraph service in th а И 
In 1886, he returned to New York онин pe 
since remained in the employ of the Wes = 
Union Telegraph Company, at 19. B гаң 
Мг. Bradley worked faithfully ес t пер 
rine epidemics in New Orleans. Щз ме 
cheerful in disposition, regular and ena, 


duti vori t 
les, and a general fa Orite with his associ 
a es. 


WILLIAM G. INGRAM, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, New 
York, was born in Ogdensburg, N. Y., in 1862, and 
learned the telegraph business with his brother, 
the well-known. James J. Ingram, who has been 
manager of the Ogdensburg office for many years. 

At the age of 15 he left home and since that 
time has dispatched trains over several roads, 
among them the Omaha, at St. Paul; the Wabash, 
at Chicago; the Union Pacific, at Laramie, Wyo., 
and Ellis,‘Kans.; and also at New Orleans. Не 
was at. one. time .chief > operator at the Canal 
street depot, Chicago, also manager of the West- 
ern Union office at Cheyenne, Wyo. Не was also 
at one time traffic chief of the Western Union 
office at Omaha, Neb. 

Atan early age Mr. Ingram showed a great 
fancy for the theatrical profession and when a boy 
of sixteen years won the state championship belt 
as a clog and fancy dancer. | 

Mr. Ingram has been connected with several 
theatrical companies and has managed various 
shows of his own. 


THOMAS F. MURPHY, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company 
(Race Department), 195 Broadway, New York, 
was born in New York city, May 2oth, 1856. Не 
entered the service as a messenger with the Western 
Union Telegraph Company, at 145 Broadway, New 
York, іп 1872. He later accepted a clerkship with 
same company at 791 Broadway, and for same 
company at 12 West 23rd street, and becoming 
an operator in 1876, he was assigned to the 12 
West 23d street office, after which he accepted a 
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position at Long Branch, N. J., for the same 
company. Не entered the service of the Atlantic 
and Pacific Telegraph Company, but shortly after- 
wards resigned to accept managership of the 
American Union Telegraph Company in the butter 
and cheese district. After the consolidation with 
the Western Union Telegraph Company, he 


THOMAS F. MURPHY. 


returned to the latter until 1881, when he accepted 
the managership of the Mutual Union Telegraph 
Company, at о New street, New York. In 1887 
he accepted a position with a broker, and about 
two years later he returned to the Western Union 


Company’s Main office, where he has been ever 
since. 


WALTON ORRELL SNYDER, 


Was born in Elliottsburgh, Perry Co., Pa., Jan- 
пагу 19th, 1863. He entered the telegraph busi- 
ness May, 1877, as a messenger for the American 
District Telegraph Company of Philadelphia. He 
joined the A merican Union forces shortly afterwards, 
learning the intricacies of the “ Dots and Dashes” 
a few months later. Serving in rapid succession as 
manager American Union, West Philadelphia, mana- 
ger Western Union, Westchester, Pa., and Camden, 


‚М. J., manager В. & О principal branch office in 


Philadelphia (Broad and Chestnut streets), manager 
Spellier Electric Time Co., Philadelphia. Resigning 
latter position to accept a position with a broker in 
New York, in which capacity he has been almost 
continuously engaged for the past four years, with 
the exception of a few months employment at 195 
Broadway. 
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WALTON ORRELL SNYDER. 


DAVID BRUCE MITCHELL, 


Was born in Scotland, in 1849, but settled in Canada 
in early youth. His introduction to telegraphy 
was in the service of the Montreal Telegraph 
Company, in 1865, at Port Union, Ontario, on the 
Grand Trunk Railroad. Two years later he 
accepted a position with the Northern Railroad, at 
Barre. In 1870 he was transferred to Toronto, 
and remained there until the spring of 1873, when 
he came to New York and entered the service of 
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the Western Union Telegraph Company, at 145 
Broadway, and with the exception of a few months 
spent in New Orleans and Toronto, has served 
this company for more than twenty years in the 
New York office. ' 

Besides gaining a reputation as one of the most 
expert telegraphers in the United States, he has 
occupied the positions of traffic chief, assistant 
wire chief and Race chief, finally succeeding the 
late Fred. Baldwin as general wire chief, at the 
same time (a period of nearly three years) looking 
after the interests of the Race bureau. On May 
21st, 1894, he relinquished the position of general 
wire chief to become manager of the Race bureau, 
a position for which he is eminently fitted by in- 
clination and experience. By reason of his long 
connection with the racing service, Mr. Mitchell 
is one of the most conspicuous men in the employ 
of the Western Union Telegraph Company, and 
numbers among his aquaintances nearly every 
prominent sporting man in the American racing 
world. 

Personally -he is one of the most genial and 
liberal of men. His chief characteristic is tireless 
perseverance and a pertinacity which seldom fails to 
win success in every undertaking. His department 
to-day ranks as one of the most valuable of the many 
branches of the Company’s service апа his appoint- 
ment as manager is commendable from every 
standpoint. 

Mr. Mitchell is also president of the Serial 
Building Loan and Savings Institution. 


WALTER CRAMER BURTON 


WALTER CRAMER BURTON, 


Was born October 7th, 1864, near the village of 
Carlisle, Wentworth county, Canada, and at the 
age of twelve entered the service of the Dominion 
Telegraph Company, at Dundas, Ontario, as mes- 
senger, where later he became operator and then 
manager. In 1881, upon the consolidation of the 
Dominion and Montreal, and the formation of the 
present Great Northwestern Telegraph Company, 
he was assigned to a position in Buffalo, which, 
however, he soon resigned in order to enter the 
Western Union Telegraph Company's service in 
the same city. In 1882 we find him at 195 Broad- 
way, New York, and in 1886 in the Race Bureau 
there. Here he rapidly acquired a thorough and 
useful knowledge of the varied details pertaining 
to the affairs of the sporting world, and in 1891 was 
appointed chief, which position he still retains. Mr. 
Burton's popularity is pronounced not alone among 
his associates and subordinates, but by the frater- 
nity wherever he is known. His intellectual attain- 
ments are of a high order and his name frequently 
appears among the list of debaters in the Youny 
Men’s Christian Association of Brooklyn, an insti- 
tution in which he is deeply interested. He is also 
active in the Royal Arcanum, United Workmen, 
Gold and Stock Life Insurance Association, Tele- 
graphers’ Mutual Benefit Association, New Yerk 
Telegraphers Aid Society, Magnetic Club and 
Serial Building and Loan Association, being a 
director in the latter. He is dignified, scholarly, 
and courteous, with a fine sense of the humorous, 
and altogether not only valuable апа efficient 
officially, but is also a leader in many fraternal and 
other social events. 


GARDNER IRVING. 


Was born in May, 1855, in the township of Green- 
port, N. Y. Heenteredthe service of the Atlantic 
and Pacific Telegraph Company at Hudson, N. Y., 
as messenger, in 1868, remaining, however, only a 
short time. He then engaged in other pursuits 
and returned to the service as operator at the Hud- 
son Depot, and on the opening of Grand Central 
Depot in New York, November ist, 1871, was 
transferred to Superintendent Toucey’s office. A 
year later he entered the service of the Western 
Union Telegraph Company, first at 145 Broadway, 
then for several years in city branch offices, and 
subsequently, in 1878, at 195 Broadway. Here he 
had three years experience in the cable department. 
In 1883, he was appointed traffic chief of the 
southwestern division, and in 1885, chief operator 
of the Commercial News Department, which posi- 
tion he still holds. He is thoroughly conversant with 
switchboard duties, and also with quadruplex, 


Wheatstone, ticker and transmitter systems, and 
has been largely instrumental in the development 
of the quotation service. He is just and consider- 
ate with subordinates, and eminently popular. Mr. 
Irving is a charter member of the New York Tele- 
graphers’ Aid Society, and was its President for 
four years, also one of the original members of the 
Magnetic Club, and for a time its vice-president. 
His chief activity outside of the fraternity is in con- 


GARDNER IRVING. 


nection with the great Christian Endeavor move- 
ment in which he has been for many years a faithful 
and earnest worker. He has attended the Inter- 
national Conventions at St. Louis, Minneapolis, 
and New York, being delegated as a special repre- 
sentative of the Brooklyn Union to the Minneapolis 
Convention. He is widely known апа highly 
esteemed by the workers in this movement through- 
out the United States and Canada. 


MARION H. KERNER. 


Marion H. Kerner began life as a telegrapher 
in 1856 at Oakland, Md., on the line of the Balti- 
more and Ohio Railroad Company. In 1858 he 
was appointed night operator at Camden station, 
Baltimore, and transferred to Martinsburg in 1859, 
where he was detailed for duty at Harper’s Ferry 
and thence to Charlestown during the John Brown 
episode. He also witnessed the execution of John 
Brown. When the war broke out Mr. Kerner was 
sent to the War Department at Washington by 
Superintendent Westbrook of the Baltimore and 
Ohio Railroad Company, by request of Secretary 
Stanton. Mr. Kerner was detailed to General 
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Stone’s headquarters at Poolesville, where he re- 
mained until after the battle of Balls Bluff, and was 
then transferred to T. B. A. David’s division in 
West Virginia, and he assumed charge of the office 
at Summerville, where he was captured in July, 
1862. It was here that Nancy Hart, a rebel guide 
held as a prisoner by the Federal troops, assisted 
Kerner in escaping from the office with a relay 
which he had hidden under an army blanket on his 
arm. While endeavoring to put it in circuit on the 
line running back to Gauley Bridge, he was dis- 
covered and put under arrest. He was sent from 
there to Libby prison, where he remained until the 
latter part of September, when he was paroled and 
returned to Washington. Mr. Kerner was ordered 
to Fortress Monroe by General Eckert, but soon 
after he resigned on account of sickness. He was 
afterwards connected with the Adams Express 


MARION H. KERNER. 


Company, in Baltimore, for eight years. 
went to Chicago and put the electric gas-lighting 


Then he 


apparatus in prominent buildings. He invented 


a burglar alarm system in 1882, during which 
year he went to Europe and sold the system. In 
1890. he visited Ober Ammergau, to witness the 
Passion Play, and he brought the first authentic 
views of the play to this country. Then he wrote 
several interesting lectures on his extensive tours 
in Europe. In the fall of 1892, the ‘‘Dore’s Art 
Gallery ” was sent here from London by the Inter- 
national Art Association, and Mr. Kerner was ар- 
pointed its manager in New York. A short time 
ago he re-entered the service of the Western Union 
Telegraph Company, in this city, where he still re- 
mains. 


FRANK B. SMITH, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, New 
York, was born November 20, 1850, and has been 
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in the continuous employ of the Western Union 


Telegraph Company since June 2, 1864, first 
at New London, Conn., five years, then at Spring- 


FRANK B. SMITH. 


field, 1H., for thirteen years, and since November, 
1881, in the New York main office. He is now in 


the Race department. 
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J. J. DONNELLY, 


J. J. Donnelly, of the Wester i 

| ' п Union Te] 
Company, New York city, was born in на a 
city, August 18, 1853, He first entered the tele 


graph service as a messenger in 1866, with the 
Franklin Telegraph Company, at 11 Broad street. 
He remained with them until 1867, when he ac- 
cepted a position as office boy with the Western 
Union Telegraph Company at 145 Broadway, New 
York. Two years later he was appointed check 
clerk, and in 1874 he was appointed operator. In 


1880 he went with the American Union Telegraph 
Company, where he remained until the consolida- 
tion, when he returned to 195 Broadway, where he 
has ever since remained. 


‹ 
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М. W. RAYENS, 


Was born inthe Emerald Isle, February 8th, 1864, 
and crossed the pond ere he was old enough to 
appreciate either the poetry of his native land, or 
the grandeur of the sea—but he learned of them in 
the public schools of New York, and then in Sep- 
tember, 1877, entered the telegraph service as mes- 
senger for the American District Company soon 
afterwards became clerk, and in 1880, transferred as 
such to Western Union Company at their 12 West 
23rd st., office, whence he was promoted as oper- 
ator at 791 Broadway, where he remained for three 
years with summer assignment to Long Branch. In 
1884, he was appointed manager of the Fifth Avenue 
Hotel office, in 1887, of 854 Broadway, and in 1890, 
of the delivery department at 195 Broadway, and 
in 1892, also of the receiving department. Mr. 
Rayens is a master of detail, an expert accountant, 
an excellent operator, and a strict disciplinarian. 

Ever watchful of the welfare of those under his 
charge as also of the interests of the company. 

His generous and happy nature has led him into 

close relations with the social and beneficial organ- 

izations of telegraphers and with outside fraternal 
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societies in which they are interested. He is a 
congenial spirit at the gatherings of the Magnetic 
Club, an earnest advocate of the benefits to be de- 
rived from membership іп the Aid Society, the 
Gold and Stock, and Mutual Benefit Insurance 
Associations, and a valued director of the Serial 
Building Loan and Savings Institution, and al- 
though not a bona fide Old Timer, regularly attends 
the reunions—and thus, keeping in touch with 
the old and young alike, notes in the development 
from early days, the progress yet to make, and 
builds thereon for the advancement of the service. 
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JAMES W. ENGLISH, 


Manager book-keeping department, Western 
Union Telegraph Company, New York, was born 
in Halifax, Nova Scotia, September 23rd, 1849. 
He entered the tclegraph service in 1866, at 
Rochester. N. Y., as messenger for the United 
States Telegraph Company. Не then went with 
the Western Union Telegraph Company, and later 
with the Atlantic and Pacific, until September 1st, 
1868. Не was then appointed manager, operator 
and lineman for the Atlanticand Pacific Telegraph 
Company, at Medina, N. Y., on commission. He 
remained there until March 13th, 1869. The entire 
receipts of the office were not enough to pay his 
board. On April ist, of the same year, he accepted 
a position with the New York Central and Hudson 

River Railroad, at Niagara Falls, N. Y., where he 
was until August rst. Then he went with the Erie 
Railroad Company at Lackawaxen, Pa., and later 
to Elmira, Binghamton and Suffern, N. Y. In 
May, 1870, he accepted a position with the West 

ern Union Telegraph Company at Niagara Falls, 
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N. Y., and later with the Pittsburgh, Cincinnati 
and St. Louis Railroad Company at Logansport, 
Ind., Chicago, Ill., and Burgettstown, Ра. In May, 
1871, he returned to Niagara Falls, N. Y., for the 
Western Union Telegraph Company. In October, 
he was transferred to Rochester, N. Y., for the same 
company, and in February, 1872, he accepted a posi- 
tion with the Erie Railroad Company, Greycourt, 
N. Y. Hereturned to Niagara Falls, N. Y., for the 
Western Union Telegraph Company in May, and in 
October, of the same year, he went with the Franklin 
Telegraph Company, at 11 Broad street, New York; 
then in February of the following year he accepted 
a position with the American District Telegraph 
Company, New York. In August of the same year, 
he went with the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany, at 134 Pearl street, New York. In Novem- 
ber, 1873, he accepted a position with the New 
York Central and Hudson River Railroad Com- 
pany, Niagara Falls, №. Y., and in June, 1874. he 
went with the Western Union Telegraph Company, 
at 791 Broadway, New York, then later at St. 
Nicholas Hotel, 1227 Broadway, New York, until 
February, 1887, when he was appointed manager 
of the book-keeping department. 


HENRY H. WARD. 

Henry H. Ward, now the cashier and transfer 
agent of the Western Union Telegraph Company 
at New York, commenced his telegraphic career 
in Springfield, Mass.,.in the spring of 1848. He 
was infatuated with the magnetic telegraph ; and 
he became at once the proud representative of the 
Morse New York and Boston telegraph system іп 
the form of a messenger. The system at that time 
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consisted of one frail copper wire between the two 
cities named on which were way stations at Stam- 
ford, Bridgeport, New Haven, Hartford, Spring- 
field and Worcester. About three months of ser- 
vice was put in which such faithfulness in winding 
up the register weight—deciphering the hiero- 
glyphics on the paper and fingering the key that 
the young aspirant was advanced to a position in 
the Worcester office, where with messenger service, 
the care of twenty-five cups of Grove battery and 
some recognition as an operator, ambition was 
awhile appeased. 

Construction of new lines was going on rapidly 
everywhere. The main battery at Worcester at 
that time was applied to branches extending to 
Norwich and New London in one direction and to 
Providence and New Bedford in another. ` 

The manager at Worcester was a dignitary en- 
titled Professor Strong, who was credited with 
knowing everything about electricity. He was also 
something of a mechanic and illustrated his ability 
in manufacturing small brass switches for moving 
upon brass screw heads whereby complete results 
in changing instruments and in switching wires 
were obtained. The young operator gained ex- 
perience by assisting in these manufactures and in 
their application to the lines. A year had not 
passed when a manager was needed for temporary 
service at Norwich, Conn., to which place he was 
sent—and a month later was placed in the New 
York office then at No. 5 Hanover street. Canal 
street was then considered to be “ мау up town,” 
and the Astor House about the centre. Having 
spent three months in New York, the young орег- 
ator was transferred to Boston, and soon after to 
Portland, Me., as manager. This was considered 
an important post. Portland was the repeating 
point for all down east business There were then 
no mechanical repeaters, but everything was copied 
and re-sent. Steamer news from Halifax was an 
important and voluminous matter to handle and 
waiting at night for it at бос. per hour after nine 
o'clock was a thing to be appreciated, inasmuch as 
salaries were ranging from $300 to $400 per an- 
num. At Portland, in 1850, Mr. Ward began receiv- 
ing messages by sound much to the wonder of L. 
L. Sadler, the superintendent. 

In 1851, Mr. Ward was appointed “ first oper- 
ator” in the Boston office, taking the place of the 
renowned Billy Porter. There were but two Morse 
wires to New York, one for “way,” the other for 
“through”. business. Registers and paper were 
commonly used. . The through wire was supplied 
with acopyist. Work by sound was not very gen- 
eral but from time to time was practiced, although 
the use of paper in the registers was required, and 
reading ,by sound was prohibited by the officials, 


In 1863 Mr. Ward was called to the New York 
office, then at 145 Broadway. The growth of lines 
and absorption of opposition and connecting com- 
panies had progressed. At this period the lines 
east and south of New York were controlled by 
the American Telegraph Company. The western 
business was handled by the New York, Albany 
and Buffalo Telegraph Company. 

Mr. Ward continued with the American Tele- 
graph Company as assistant manager and manager 
of the general office until 1865, when the appoint- 
ment of superintendent of the Metropolitan District 
was conferred upon him. 

In 1866, the Atlantic cable having been brought 
to successful operation, he was appointed superin- 
tendent of the cable company’s affairs. He repre- 
sented their interests until 1874, when he was made 
secretary and treasurer of the Gold and Stock Tel- 
egraph Company, where he remained until called 
to his present position in December. 1875. He 
has thus become familiar with many lines of duty 

and has gained a general experience. In business 
affairs he is systematic and untiring. Unobtrusive 
in disposition he is nevertheles affable and easily 
approached. Мапу know him as a warm and stead- 
fast friend. 


JAMES HAMBLET. 


James Hamblet, who has charge of the time ser- 
vice for the Western Union Telegraph Company, 
New York, was born at Boston, Mass., June 16, 
1824. His first position was with Wm. Bond and 
Son, the celebrated astronomers, which he held 
from 1853 to 1862, when he went into business for 
himself, and which he retained until 1870, manu- 
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facturing electrical apparatus and telegraph instrv- 
ments. Не then went with Е. Howard and Co., the 
clockmakers, until 1876, when he went to Califor. 
nia for the Electrical Construction Company, and 
a year later returned to New York, where in 1878, 
he established the time service for the Western 
Union Telegraph Company, since which time he 
has had entire charge of the same. 


SAMUEL С. FREIR, 


Mechanical under the well known 
Western Union Telegraph Company's electrical 
engineer, Мг. A. S. Brown, was born іп Lincoln- 
shire, England, in 1851. He commenced his tele- 
graphic career when fifteen years of асе, at Shef- 
held, England. Becoming familiar with all the 
various systems in vogue at that time in the service 
of the Electric and International Telegraph Com- 
pany, and after seven or eight years at the key, 
was promoted to more responsible positions; the 
result of making a study of telegraphy. He came 
came to this country in April, 1882, with two other 
Britishers to introduce the Wheatstone system of 
telegraphy in America. He was retained at the 
New York end, and made the study of adopting 
the machinery to a more practical use than its con- 
dition for English uses qualified it, and made very 
many improvements and changes to which, proba- 
bly more than anything else, the success of the 
system has depended. Mr. Freir is also the inventor 
of a system of quadruplexing the automatic, and 
also of the No. 2 Relay, used on the Western Union 
Telegraph Company’s quadruplex, which is doing 
much toward perfecting that System, He is now 
devoting his time and ability to further improve- 


electrician, 
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ments, not only in the interests of the Wheatstone 
system, but also in the other branches of the 


service. 


EDWARD DELANY, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, New 
York, was born near Queenstown, Ireland. April 
30th, 1859. Being the son of an English army 
officer, he shared the ups and downs of a soldier's 
life, and at the age of five years, made an overland 
trip to India, passing through a part of Egypt on 
the journey. After a short stay in Calcutta, he 
returned to England with his father, and was sent 
to a semi-military school, the intention being to 
educate him for a military life. An outbreak of 
the natives of New Zealand took his father's regi- 
ment to that country, where he fell at the hands of 
bushwhackers. The family then decided to come 
to America, and landed here in the winter of 1870. 
After two years schooling at a village school in 
Ohio, the subject of this sketch was employed as 
assistant agent at the railroad station, and in a 
short time became an operator. Since that time 
he has been employed in тапу of the principal 
cities of the Union. Не first attracted attention 
as a writer by his short, crisp epigrams, which ap- 
peared at intervals in the Operator, and after- 
wards in the Zelegraph Age, under the caption 
of “ De’s Brevities,” and is perhaps better known 
all over the country as “ The Brevity Мап.” Mr. 
Delany has written some very creditable verses. 
He has appeared on the stage at various times, 
and always displayed a talent for mimicry and de- 
lineation. His last appearance was in “ John 
Malone,” and he was heard to remark as he left 
the stage that “ My make-up is wonderful and 
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fearful.” He might have added that his combina- 
tion of talents is something rare. He is at present 
employed in the Commercial News department at 
195 Broadway, New York. 


BENJAMIN Е. ELY, 


Of the Auditor's office of the Western Union Tele- 
graph Company, New York, was born in Spring- 
field, Mass., and entered the telegraph service in 
June, 1847, at Philadelphia, when 17 years of age. 
He joined the O'Reilly or National line, the 
pioneer line of the western states, then being con- 
structed, and during that year was operator at 
Wheeling, W. Va., Zanesville, O., and Louisville, 
Ку. He was the first manager of the Louisville office, 
being appointed in February, 1848, on the organiza- 
tion of the Pittsburgh, Cincinnati and Louisville 
Telegraph Company. 

In April, 1851, Mr. Ely went abroad on leave of 
absence, and traveled through Europe, Egypt and 
the Holy Land, returning in July, 1852. Не con- 
tinued to be manager at Louisville, until Septem- 
ber, 1852, when he was appointed manager of the 
New York office of the same range of lines. In 
the summer of 1855, he accompanied the expedition 
which sailed from New York, to lay the section of 
the Atlantic cable between Newfoundland and Cape 
Breton, and acted as electrician during the laying of 
the cable. On board of the steamship on this occa- 
sion, were Professor Morse, Cyrus W. Field, Peter 
Cooper, Rev. Gardiner Spring, Dr. Lewis A. Sayre, 
Bayard Taylor, and about fifty other guests. Mr. Ely 
travelled in Europe four months in 1860. He con- 
tinued to be manager at New York until the con- 
solidation of the National with the American and 
Western Union companies, in 1864, when he was 


given charge of the book-keeping department of 
the New York office of the consolidated companies. 
Не resigned that position in 1866, and was ap- 
pointed to a clerkship in the Auditor's department, 
which he still holds. Mr. Ely hasa record of forty- 


seven years of continuous telegraph service. 


WATSON D. SCHRAM, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, New 
York, was born at Adams, Jefferson County, New 
York, April 4th, 1837, where he entered the tele- 
graph service in about 1853. He was afterward 
operator at Oswego, N. Y., thence in 1856, trans- 
ferred to take charge of office at Watertown, N. Y., 
where he remained about a year, when he resigned 
and accepted position in the Chicago Western Union 
Telegraph office as operator; was afterwards pro- 
moted to be bookkeeper of the same office. In 
the spring of 1858 he came to New York and en- 
tered the office of the Union Line, as operator, at 
23 Wall street, under the management of the late 
Chas. T. Smith. Upon the consolidation of the 
Union Line, with the American Telegraph Com- 
pany he entered the service of the latter company 
at 21 Wallstreet. Resigning, he went with the New 
York, Albany and Buffalo Telegraph Company in 
the same building as operator, having as compa- 
nions, A. S. Brown, now electrical engineer of the 
Western Union Telegraph Company, Enos M. 
Barton, and Chas. L. Whiting, who was the office 
manager. 

In 1865, Mr. Schram was appointed manager of 
office in the Gold Room, New street, and afterwards, 
in addition was placed in charge of the office at No. 
21 Wallstreet. In 1872 he was succeeded by M. H. 
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Redding, now assistant superintendent, and was ap- 
pointed manager of the receiving and delivery de- 
partments at No. 145 Broadway. In 1875 he was 
appointed chief clerk to J. C. Hinchman, general 
superintendent of the Eastern Division, Western 
Union Telegraph Company, and afterwards to 
same position under Chas. A. Tinker, general su- 
perintendent of that division. 


GEORGE F. FAGAN, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, New 
York, was born in New York city on September 8th, 
1856. Не entered the telegraph business in 1872 
as messenger, for the Atlantic and Pacific Tele- 
graph Co., at 34th street and Broadway, New York, 
under the management of Albert J. Hatch. Later 
with the Western Union Telegraph Company at 
the old Allerton’s Hotel, stock yards office, at the 
foot of West 415ї street. Soon after he was ap- 
pointed to a clerical position in the delivery de- 
partment in the old 145 Broadway office, under 
Mr. John Dauler, manager, and his ability as a 
rapid and expert penman soon secured for him a 
place as clerk in the executive office of the Western 
Union Telegraph Company, under president Wil- 
liam Orton and vice-president Geo. H. Mumford. 
He has acted as stenographic amanuensis for these 
gentlemen, and also for the then vice-president, 
А. В. Cornell, A. К. Brewer, secretary, D. Н. 
Bates, assistant general manager, and now holds 
the position of private secretary to general super- 
intendent Charles A. Tinker. 

He was one of the charter members of the 
Magnetic Club, and has been its secretary since 
the organization. He also acts as secretary of the 
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Telegraphers Mutual Benefit Association at all its 
annual meetings. Mr. Fagan isa rare entertainer 
and one of the most popular men in the service in 
New York. No affair of the New York boys is 
considered complete without his presence. 


CHARLES M. HOLMES, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, New 
York, was born February то, 1838, near Syracuse, 
N. Y. When quite young he sailed around the 
world, visiting many countries en route. 

When the southern states seceded, young Holmes 
enlisted as a blue jacket in the United States Navy. 
He was on board of the United States brig of war 
Perry when she captured the Savannah, the first 
rebel privateer, and Mr. Holmes hauled down the 
stars and bars and hoisted the stars and stripes, 
for which he was honorably mentioned in the com- 
mander’s report of the engagement. Mr Holmes 
was promoted to aid-de-camp to Commander Fox- 


CHARLES M. HOLMES. 


hall A. Parker, who was in command of the naval 
brigade at Washington 

After the war he engaged in various lines of 
business until 1871, he accepted a position with the 
Western Union Telegraph Company, New York, 
as lineman, being assigned to duty on the cable 
boat William Orton. When the Western Union 
Telegraph Company’s building at 195 Broadway 
was completed he was appointed floor walker and 
placed at the door of the the president's office to 
keep cranks and other objectionable people from 
annoying the executive officers of the company. 
Since the death of President Orton, he has acted 
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as executive messenger, which duties he has faith- 
fully and conscientiously performed. 

Mr. Holmes is of a cheerful and humorous dis- 
position and is well known. ‘There is a chapter in 
“Lightning Flashes and Electric Dashes,” a book 
devoted to telegraph stories, reciting his jokes and 
witty sayings. 


М. J. O'LEARY. 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, New 
York, was born in Cork, Ireland, December 4, 
1854. He received his education at Presentation 
Brothers Academy and engaged in mercantile busi- 
ness in his native city for many years. 

On arrival in this country he joined the telegraph 
service as clerk with the French Atlantic Cable 
Company, in November, 1880, where he remained 
till that office was closed June зо, 1882, when he 
entered the cable service of Western Union Tele- 
graph Company, in which he has since remained. 
He is now in charge of registration and cable cor- 
respondence of the General Manager's office. 

He has been prominently identified with the 
various telegraph societies for many years, being a 
member of the auditing committee of the Telegraph- 
ers Mutual Benefit Association, director of Serial 
Building Association and chief collector and clerk 
to the Gold and Stock Life Insurance Association, 


TELEGRAPH SOCIETIES. 


The oldest telegraph society extant is the Tele- 
graphers Mutual Benefit Association, Itwas born 
out of necessity, nursed by sentiment, and grew 
and flourished under successful business manage- 
ment. Thinking men, with love and pride in the 


profession, were not disposed to look upon the 

subscription list, evidence not alone of improvi- 

dence and forgetfulness, but of criminal careless- 
ness, with favor. They were not forgetful of the 
demands of a brother or a brother’s family in times 
of need, but they believed they could be enabled 
through organization to help themselves, and thus 
these men, one hundred and twenty-five of them, 
met in the old 145 Broadway office, New York, and 
organized the association which was then called the 
Telegraphers Mutual Insurance Association. The 
band of 125 grew and multiplied; earnest men 
without a selfish thought worked in season and out 
of season for its success, without money and with- 
out price. Under the original plan there was no 
limitation as to age, nor was medical examination 
required, the idea of the founders being to help 
each and every member of the fraternity, through 
the organization. Upon the death of a member 
his heirs received the total amount collected, less 
the cost of collecting, which was trifling. This 
plan continued until a heavy mortality set in, tak- 
ing off a number of the weaker men. Мапу lost 
heart in those days and predicted failure, but the 
wiser heads were ready for the emergency, and, by 
the advice of the late Wm. Orton, the amount of 
insurance was regulated, and a fixed sum paid At 
this time also limitations as to age was inaugurated 
and, shortly after medical examination was required 
on all applications. Since then the work has passed 
from one board of officers to another, increasing 
every year. Ву the excellence of its plan and by 
the bond of fraternity existing among telegraphers 
throughout the United States and Canada, the in- 
crease in membership and assets has been steady 
and gradual, and altogether free from the fluctua- 
tion which occurs in many other associations due 
to frequent changes in plans and rosy promises, 
uncertain as to fulfillment, The T. M. B.A. offers 
straight insurance, backed by a guarantee or re- 
serve fund at the lowest possible rate consistent 
with security, and stands to-day asa living example 
of what honest, economical and conservative con- 
duct can accomplish on the co-operative plan. 

At this writing the association has over 3850 
members in its first division, holds a reserve fund 
of $116,000, and has never contested a claim. Its 
Presidents have been: James D. Reid, Clarence 
Cary, and A. К. Brewer. Present incumbent, 
James Merrihew. 

It has had for Treasurers: James D. Reid, R. H. 
Rochester, S. M. Taylor, W. H. Baker and E. T. 
Mackay. Present incumbent, G. W. E. Atkins. 

It has had as Secretaries: D. R. Downer, Wil- 
liam Holmes, J. №. Ashley, W. D. Schram, А. Н. 
Watson, A. К. Brewer and Chas. P. Bruch. 
- Present incumbent, Thomas Е. Fleming. 
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With the exception of J. N. Ashley, all who have 
held office are living. James D. Reid is U. S. 
Consul at Dunfermline, Scotland. Clarence Cary 
15 a prominent corporation lawyer in New York 
city. D. R. Downer is engaged in commercial 
business in New Jersey, and A. H. Watson is a 
successful business man in New York city. АП of 
the others have remained in the telegraph service 
and sketches of them will be found under proper 
classification. The Secretary devotes all his time 
to the Association. 


THOMAS E. FLEMING, 


The Secretary of this association, is serving his fifth 
term inthat capacity. His telegraphic career began 
in 1875, when he entered the Western Union 
Company, in New York city, asa messenger. In 
1877 he became clerk in the cable department, 
which position he resigned to accept a higher one 
with the French Cable Co. Next we find him 
with the American Union Co.and later on as clerk 
to General Superintendent Leslie, with the Mutual 
Union Co. Subsequently he embarked in com- 
mercial business, but finding it uncongenial, re- 
turned to telegraph service and engaged first with 
the Baltimore and Ohio Telegraph Company and 
afterwards with the Western Union Telegraph 
Company. In 1889 he was chosen secretary of the 
Telegrapher’s Mutual Benefit Association, to fill 
the vacancy caused by Mr. C. P. Bruch’s retire- 
ment, and since then has continued to administer 
that office. The position of Secretary in any insur- 
ance order is one of great responsibility, but in the 
Telegraphers Mutual Benefit Association it is 
peculiarly so. It requires unceasing watchful- 
ness and close attention. It is through the Secre- 
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tary’s hands that all the little details that are so 
important have to pass. Though still a young 
man, the varied experiences he has had have been 
valuable to Mr. Fleming. He is a deep thinker, 
and of a methodical turn of mind, and critically 
and energetically pursues the study of the science 
of co-operative life insurance. He believes it to be 
one of the important duties of mankind to be in- 
sured, and claims that co-operative life insurance 
offers to the man of moderate income the surest 
and safest means of providing a legacy for his 
family. Mr. Fleming is of a genial social disposi- 
tion, highly esteemed by all who know him. Не is 
a Vice-President of the Magnetic Club, a director 
in the Serial Building Loan and Savings Institu- 
tion, and an active and earnest worker generally 


for the benefit of his fellow men. 


JOHN SIMMONDS, 


Manager Western Union Telegraph Company's 
office, at 120 Front street, New York city, was born 
at Springfield, Mass., February 25th, 1859. He en- 
tered the service of the Atlantic and Pacific Tele- 
graph Company, at Syracuse, N. Y., as messenger 
in 1873, and served in the same capacity for the 
Western Union Telegraph Company, under D. L. 
Pike’s management. He removed to New York 
in August, 1875, and obtained employment as 
clerk in the Atlantic and Pacific and Franklin Tele- 
graph offices, at 198 Broadway, and 145 Broadway. 
He entered the service of Board of Trade Tele- 
graph Company as operator when they opened 
their office in the New York Produce Exchange in 
1877, and remained there until the office was trans- 
ferred to the Western Union Telegraph Company, 
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when he resigned in December, 1882, to open the 
“Sugar District ” office for the Baltimore and Ohio 
Telegraph Company, Wall and Front streets, New 
York. He left there October, 1883, to accept the 
position of manager of the Mutual Union Tele- 
graph Company’s office, Produce Exchange, New 
York, and was later transferred to 120 Front 
street (Sugar District), office of the Western 
Telegraph Company, as manager, where he is at 
present located. 
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FREDERICK A. COLEMAN, 


Who has been in charge of the Western Union 
office in the Windsor Hotel, New York city, for 
fourteen years, was born at Goshen, N. Y., March 
7th, 1855. 

When eleven years old, his parents removed to 
Green Cove Springs, Fla., where he soon entered 
upon life’s work as a “sailing master” and general 
trader, in which he made considerable money. 

Leaving home in 1869, he sailed for New York, 
finding employment in a jewelry store, where he 
learned the Morse alphabet, and soon secured an 
appointment as operator, and later, as manager 
for the Western Union, at the Westchester House, 
on the Bowery, corner of Broome street. 

In 1873, General Superintendent, J. C. Hinch- 
man, selected young Coleman to relieve Manager 
Springsteen, at the Cosmopolitan Hotel. 

This was one of the most important offices of 
the company, it being a telegraph, and general 
railroad and steamboat ticket office combined, the 
monthly reports showing ticket sales running into 
the thousands; having in stock a full issue of each 
“Trunk Line.” The telegraph receipts were also 


very large. 


Manager Springsteen died a few months later, 
when came a struggle for possession of the office 
by the late J. W. Burnham, and others. Coleman 
held the fort, however, receiving his appointment 
as agent and manager. 

The hotel proprietors became his bondsmen, 
while one of them, Mr. John P. Huggins, opened 
his bank account, and invested several thousand 
dollars in a block of tickets, giving Coleman the 
profits, and requiring not even the interest on the 
money so invested. 

With this kind of backing, Mr. Coleman made 
his first venture in real estate, which proved a good 
investment. 

On September 15%, 1880, he was transferred to the 
Windsor Hotel, and while in charge of that office 
has never dabbled in stocks, but placed his savings 
іп real estate, where he says “It cannot burn ир.” 

He isa member of the Serial Building Loan and 
Savings Association. He was the first to bor- 
row, and build a home in which when completed, 
he placed his Virginia bride. 

Never has there existed a home where more 
perfect harmony rested as its blessing than here, is 

the opinion of those who have enjoyed its hos- 
pitality. 

As a telegraph man, and representing the West- 
ern Union at the Windsor, he has secured the 
confidence and esteem of prominent pcople from 
every part of the globe, which he considers the 
best investment of all. 


GUSTAVUS SWAN, 


Westernville, Oneida county, N. Y., іп 1828. He 
learned to be an operator under the instruction of 
Professor Morse and Mr. O.S. Wood, in the Utica 
office of the New York, Albany and Buffalo Tele. 
graph Company, in 1845, that line being then in 
course of construction by Theo. S. Faxton and 
associates, and Ezra Cornell, founder of the Uni- 
versity. The same year, Mr. Swan opened the 
office at Rome, remaining there until the fall of 
1848, when he took charge of the office at Roches- 
ter for one year. | 

In 1849, һе became connected with the Bain line, 
then building between New York and Boston, and 
opened the offices at New Haven, Conn., and 
Providence, R. I. Afterwards he was assistant in 
the New York office, then manager, and when the 
line was consolidated with the Morse line, was for 
some time its superintendent. 

In 1851, while superintendent of the Union line, 
Mr. Swan opened a branch office of that line at the 
Astor House, New York. This was the beginning 
of the city line system in New York and elsewhere. 
Afterwards he combined a general railroad ticket 
agency with the telegraph. The office at the Astor 
House became widely known and patronized. 

Mr. Swan was the author of the statute first 
passed by the Legislature of New York about 
1856, exempting telegraph operators from military 
and jury duty. 

Since 1878, Mr. Swan has resided at Western- 
ville, his native place. 


үз — 


JOHN WILLIAM LEWIS, 
Manager of the General Railroad Ticket and Tele- 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, Astor graph office, Astor House, New York, was born in 


House, New York city, was born in the town of 


London, England, in 1841. 
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When about six months old the family sailed for 
America, locating permanently in New York city. 

In 1854, Mr. Lewis left school at the age of 13 
to accept a position as office boy in Gustavus 
Swan’s Telegraph office, Astor House, New York, 
and has been located in the same office up to the 
present time. 

In 1856 he learned to be an operator, and in 
1873 became a partner with Gustavus Swan, the 


that genial Old-Timer and Magnetic Club favorite, 
Mr. R. J. Hutchinson. In 1887, Mr. Hennessey 
was united in marriage to Miss M. E. Costello, for- 
merly of the C. N. D., 195 Broadway, a lady oper- 
ator of the gilt edge order, and an accomplished 
musician. Her name will, no doubt be quite fam- 
iliar to the hundreds who peruse the pages of the 
“ Telegraphers of To-day.” 


firm being ever since that time Swan and Lewis. 


W. A. HENNESSEY, Jr. 


The subject of this sketch, Mr. W. A. Hennessey, 
Jr., was born at Springfield, Mass., September 13, 
1857, and began his career as a messenger in the 
Western Union office in that city in 1873. Не took 
his first position as an operator at Newport, К. L., in 
1876. He needs no introduction to the old tele- 
graphers of New York, Boston, Worcester, and 
various places throughout the East, his ability as an 
operator of the first class is conceded by all who 
know him. He came to New York in 1880, and 
entered the employ of the Atlantic and Pacific 
Company. During the famous sleet storm of 1881, 
when the wires were completely prostrated in this 
city, he was personally complimented by superin- 
tendent W. C. Humstone forthe marvellous speed 
and accuracy with which he handed that company’s 
Boston business on a box relay from a temporary 
office in East 125th street. Notwithstanding his 16 
years of very active service he still retains his ac- 
customed “ grip,” and frequently has an opportunity 
to display it, on the wires of the New York Stock 
Exchange, where he is at present employed as a 
reporter of quotations, under the supervision of 
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CHARLES E. ORR, 


Born March 11, 1859, at Brantford, Ont., Canada, 
learned telegraphy with the Montreal Telegraph 
Company, at Brantford, 1873. Chief operator Do- 
minion Telegraph Company, London, Ont., 1878. 
Transferred to American Union, Buffalo, 1880, 
shortlyafterwards appointed night manager; worked 
in Chicago and Pittsburgh, where he was two years ; 
later chief operator at Oil City for Postal, after which 
time he went with Western Union Company at 
Oil City, and in 1887 came to New York city, where 
he has been with the Western Union and a broker 
firm ever since. 


JOHN NICHOLSON JOHNSON, 


Of the Central Cable office, New York, well known 
throughout the east and south, was born in Edge- 
field County, South Carolina, March 2oth, 1867. 

He began the study of telegraphy in 1885, enter- 
ing the employ of the Western Union Telegraph 
Company the following year at Jacksonville, Fla. 
He subsequently served as operator in all the prin- 
cipal cities of the United States, gaining by his 
quiet disposition the confidence and esteem of his 
employers and the friendship and regard of all his 
associates. 
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He was for several years chief operator at Sa- 
vannah, Ga., giving up that position in 1892, and 
coming to New York for the purpose of pursuing 
the study of electrical science. He had charge of 
and was manager of the Western Union Telegraph 
Company's exhibit at the World's Fair, Chicago, in 


a brief period in the Cable Department in New York, 
he was transferred to Duxbury, Mass., cable station, 
where he remained until after the fall of 1876, re- 
turning to the oil regions, where he settled in Oil 
City, and remained five years. (During this period 
Mr. Keene performed the then remarkable feat of 


JOHN NICHOLSON JOHNSON. 


1893. Returning to New York at the close of Fair, 
he accepted a position in the Central Cable office, 
Broad street, where he is at present located. Early 
in life he developed a marked interest in mechanics. 
Mr. Johnson is the inventor of a number of mechan- 
ical and electrical devices, and he devotes his spare 
time to scientific work and study. | 


EDWARD A. KEENE, Jr., 


Was born in Washington, D. C., February 13th, 
1853. His parents went to the oil regions of 
Pennsylvania during the early excitement of 1865. 
He entered the Western Union office as messenger 
at Rouseville, Pa., in 1867, and was appointed man- 
ager of Pacific and Atlantic Telegraph office at 
Tarr Farm, Pa., at the age of 15, shortly after re- 
signing to accept a more lucrative position with 
the Titusville Pipe Line at National Wells. He 
was made manager of Western Union Telegraph 
office at Pleasantville, Pa., in 1869. From this 
point he drifted to Parkers Landing, Petroleum 
Centre, and Titusville, and in 1871, accepted a po- 
sition in New York at the main office at 145 Broad- 
way. Early in 1872, he went to St. Louis where 
he remained three years with the Pacific and Atlan- 
tic and Western Union Telegraph Companies. 
Returning east in the latter part of 1875, and after 


transmitting 220 short messages in one hour.) In 
1881, Mr. Keene returned to New York and was 
assigned to the Western Press Circuit. In 1882, 
he again returned to the oil country, to accept a 
position on a private wire between Oil City and 
Warren, at the latter point. In 1883 Mr. Keene 
returned to New York for the third time, entering 


EDWARD A. KEENE, Jr. 


the Cable Department at 195 Broadway, and a few 
months later, to 16 Broad street, in which depart- 
ment he has remained for the past ten years, 
having been appointed night manager in Febru- 
ary, 1892. 

Mr. Keene is an artist of no mean ability, the 
numerous handsome pictures in his home are ample 
proof of his ability with the brush. He married 
Miss Ivah Hawley, in 1876, and is devoted to his 
family. 

RICHARD D. ALLISON, 


Manager of the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany, Leadville, Col., was born in 1868, and entered 
the telegraph profession in 1881, as a messenger 
boy for the Western Union Company at Springfield, 
Ohio. Не was afterwards a check boy іп the 
Columbus, Ohio, office of the same company, where 
he soon blossomed as an operator,serving there in 
that capacity until 1889, when he went to Galves- 
ton, Texas, working there for a period of about 
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eight months, when he resigned and went to 
Mexico. Theclimate there not agreeing with him, 


he headed for Colorado, working at Colorado 
Springs, Fort Collins, and Cheyenne, Wyo., the 
latter places for the Union Pacific Railroad Com- 


pany; thence to Denver, Col., in 1891, where he 
accepted a position with the Western Union. 


RICHARD D. ALLISON. 


About ayear later, he was appointed manager of 
the Western Union office at Leadville, Col. That 
city is known as the “City of the clouds,” it being 
10,021 feet above the level of the sea, and the 
greatest mining camp of the world. Mr. Allison 
was married September 14th, 1893, to Miss Bruce 
Denman, of Leadville. 


DENNIS HARMON, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, New 
York, was born on February 24th, 1851, at Bruns- 
wick, Maine, and entered the service of the 
American Telegraph Company in his native town 
in 1865, where he soon became an operator ; after 
a short assignment at Augusta, he was appointed 
Operator at Lewiston, and afterwards promoted to 
be manager. After working in all the principal 
cities of Maine, and for a time at Boston, he went 
to Saratoga in 1872, having received an appoint- 
ment from Superintendent A. B. Chandler. He 
came to New York in 1873, and entered the service 
of the Western Union Telegraph Company, and 
is still employed at 195 Broadway. 

He is a genial, friendly man, much esteemed by 
his associates, and well known as an expert tele- 
grapher, and one of the pioneer operators in the 
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DENNIS HARMON. 


Race bureau, having been assigned to that depart- 
ment of the service in 1884. 


D. Р. SMITH, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, New 
York, was born at Phillipsburg, N. J., June 16, 
1857. Не entered the telegraph service as а mes- 
senger at that place, in 1872. He was promoted 
to operator in 1874, at Washington, N. J., for the 
Delaware, Lackawanna and Western Railroad. 
After a few monthsservice, he went with the Phila- 
delphia and Reading and Pottsville Telegraph 


Company, as manager at Easton, Pa. When that 
company’s wires were transferred to the Western 
Union Telegraph Company in 1877, he accepted a 
position with the Central Railroad of New Jersey, 
as extra operator fora short period, then at Somer- 
ville, N. J., as manager, where he remained until 
june 1, 1881, when he entered the New York main 
office of the Western Union Telegraph Company, 


where he has since remained. 


DAVID S. ANDERSON, 


Manager Western Union Telegraph Company, 
Board of Trade office, Chicago, Ill., маѕ Богп at 
Mansfield, Ohio, in 1847; began the telegraph 
business as a messenger at his home in 1862. After- 
wards worked as operator at Orrville, Ohio, Al- 
liance, Ohio, Fort Wayne, Ind., Crestline, Ohio, 
Mansfield, Ohio, Oil City, and Titusville, Pa., 
Cleveland, and Sandusky, Ohio, coming to Chicago 
in 1867 as operator for the Western Union Tele- 
graph Company. For three years previous to 1872 
he worked as operator at Indianapolis, and as chief 
operator and manager of the Pacific and Atlantic 
Company at Chicago. Ile began service with the 
Western Union at Chicago again in 1872, as oper- 
ator at their Board of Trade office, and shortly after- 
` wards was appointed assistant wire chief in their 
main office. Shortly after this he was made assist- 
ant manager of the Chicago main office, and in 
1889 was appointed manager of the Board of Trade 
office, which position he now holds, 

Except to those who have visited the Chicago 
Board of Trade, the importance of this, the largest 
branch office in the world, cannot be appreciated. 
It goes without saying that Mr. Anderson gives sat- 


isfaction both to the patrons of the company and 


its officials. 


JOHN F. ALLEN, 


Night chief operator, Western Union Telegraph 
Company, Sacramento, Cal., is a native of Canada, 
and has served as а telegrapher in Montreal, Que., 
Washington, D. C., in the Army of the Potomac, 
Virginia city, Nev. and San Francisco, Cal, and 
is now in Sacramento, Cal., for the Western Union 
Telegraph Company. 


JESSE ALEXANDER, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, Chi- 


cago, Ill., was born in Boston, Mass., October 224, 
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1872. While attending school he learned tele- 
graphy. In the fall of 1886 he went to New York 
city and secured a positionas clerk with the Grand 
Trunk Railroad Company, remaining there until 
the spring of 1887, when he went to Chicago. for 
a private firm which he held until the fall of 1888. 
In 1889, he was given a place with the Missouri- 
Pacific Railroad Company, as operator. He then 
went with the Postal Telegraph Company until the 
spring of 1890. He then returned to Chicago, Ill., 
where he secured a place with the Postal Telegraph 
Company, at their main office. He then was ap- 
pointed as manager at the Auditorium office. From 
there he accepted a place with the Santa Fe Railway 
Company, as assistant dispatcher on the Chicago 
division, and later returned to Chicago again for 
the Western Union Telegraph Company, and later 
was with a broker, as private operator. In the 
spring of 1891, he made a circuit of the United 
States, working in most of the larger cities. Leav- 
ing Chicago again in the spring of 1891, he went 
to New York city, and other points, until March, 
1893. He then returned to Chicago for the 
Western Union Telegraph Company, where he is 
now located. 


FRANK W. BRODRICK, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, Lafay- 
ette, Ind., was born at New Madison, Ohio, April 
21, 1872. Не removed to Arcanum, Ohio, where 
he was clerk for one year, previous to his entering 
the telegraph service on the Big Four Railroad, in 
1888, Не worked at Kokomo, Reading, New Cas- 
tle, and other Indiana towns, as operator for the 
Pennsylvania, Lake Erie and Western Railroads 


during 1889 and 1890. Не then entered the ser- 
vice of the Western Union Telegraph Company, 
working at Nashville, Indianapolis, Cincinnati, 
Atlanta, Jacksonville, Chicago, and thence to La- 
fayette, Ind., where he now copies Associated Press 
forthe Morning Journal. 


J. R. BAILEY, 


Manager of the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany, San Jose, Cal., was born at Walworth, Wis, 
February 15, 1851. He left the high school in 
1870, to accept a messenger’s position at Carlinville, 
Ill., on the Chicago and Alton Railroad. Mr. №. 
C. Van Horne, now president of the Canadian 
Pacific Railroad, was then division superintendent 
of the Chicago and Alton Railroad Company. He 
was soon made night operator, freight clerk, etc. 

In July, 1871, Mr. Bailey assumed charge of the 
L'Anse, Mich., office of the Chicago and North- 
western Railroad Company, under Geo. H. Bliss, 
superintendent of telegraph. 

On September 12th, Mr. Bailey relieved Мг. 
John I. Sabin, as manager at Austin, Nevada, and 
he shortly afterwards exchanged positions with the 
manager of the Santa Cruz, Cal., office. 

In 1876, he was appointed manager of the San 
Jose, Cal., office of the Western Union Telegraph 
Company, which position he still holds. 


MADISON BUELL, 


One of the oldest telegraphers and electricians in 
the world, in point of years of service, was born at 
Lebanon, Conn., July, 31, 1834. His experience 
as a telegrapher is almost as old as the invention 
itself, for it was only seven years after Morse 
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patented his invention that Mr. Buell entered as a 
messenger boy the Buffalo, N. Y., office of the 
New York, Albany and Buffalo Telegraph Com- 
pany, the first business telegraph company estab- 
lished. 

The Buffalo office was opened in the basement 
of the Mansion House, July 3, 1846, and Mr. Buell 
entered the office in February, 1847. 

In November, 1847, he was the operator at Nia- 
gara, C. W., now Niagara-on-the-Lake; andin 1849 
was operator at Niagara Falls, N. Y. From 1849 
to 1857-58, Mr. Buell was connected with the New 
York, Albany and Buffalo Telegraph Company, 
and was chief operator at Buffalo for the Western 
Union Telegraph Company on the Eastern division. 

At the breaking out of the war, in 1861, Gen. E. 
S. Sanford, president of the then American Tele- 
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MADISON BUELL. 


graph Company, at New York, wired him to come 
on and go with him to Washington in connection 
with telegraphic service for the government. Mr. 
Buell remained on duty in the War Department 
office until just previous to the movement of the 
army across the Potomac into Virginia when he 
was assigned for duty with Captain Carlisle of the 
regular army. In May, 1861, he was assigned for 
duty with General Irwin McDowell, at Arlington 
Heights, and again at Alexandria, Va. 

In May, 1862, young Buell was ordered by Col. 
Stager to Strasburg, Va., with a locomotive and 
telegraphic supplies for the military line in the 
Shenandoah Valley. 

After McClellan commenced the “ Peninsular 
Campaign,” telegraphic communication was kept up 


with his army by the lines running north from 
Washington to Wilmington, Del., and thence over 
the military telegraph line which was built in Feb- 
ruary, 1862, down the Delaware railroad to Salis- 
bury, Md., and on the turnpike. It was the main 
artery of communication between the commanding 
generals and the War Department. 

It was important to the government and to 
McClellan that this line should be of the most trust- 
worthy character, and young Buell was selected by 
Secretary Stanton and Major Eckert for the post 
of honor and assigned as superintendent of that 
line June 25, 1862. 

He was in charge of this line nearly four years. 
How well Mr. Buell performed the duty assigned 
to him during the time he was in charge of this, 
the most important of all the government tele- 
graphs, the official letters he holds will fully testify, 
and they are documents of which any man may 
well be proud. 

Mr. Buell invented and introduced the universal 
switchboard now in general use throughout the 
United States and probably other countries. 

In 1876 Mr. Buell was recommended by the gov- 
ernor and the legislature of the State of Dela- 
ware, and also by the Hon. Thomas F. Bayard and 
the three U. S. Centennial Commissioners, for the 
position of superintendent of telegraphs for the U. 
5. Centennial. 

Mr. Buell has held important telegraphic trusts 
for years and is now connected with the Western 
Union Telegraph Company at Buffalo. He is vice- 
president of the Buffalo Electrical Society and con- 
sulting electrician for the Academy of Music and 
other prominent buildings. Не has been a frequent 
contributor to the daily and electrical press, and it 
is evident that his whole electrical career furnishes 
material of a most valuable and interesting nature, 
not merely for occasional articles, but for a volume. 


J. Р. BARNHART, 


Chief operator, Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany, Omaha, Neb., was born at Curwensville, Pa., 
January 2nd, 1858. He entered the service of the 
Pennsylvania Railroad as operator in June, 1870 ; 
resigned to go west in 1876. In September, 1880, 
Mr. Barnhart entered the railroad service as agent 
at Wisner, Neb. Two years later he was trans- 
ferred to Long Pine, Neb. In 1885 Mr. Barnhart 
entered the employ of the Union Pacific Railroad 
as operator. He finally located in Omaha and 
entered Western Union's service in 1886, filling 
the positions of operator, wire chief, assistant night 
chief, night chief and chief operator, respectively, 
being appointed to the latter position March st, 
1892. 
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J. Р. BARNHART. 


J. C. BARCLAY, 


Night chief operator for the Western Union Tele- 
graph Company at Chicago, was born at Greens- 
burg, Pa., on April 17th, 1856. 

Before he was 13 years of age, he had become 
а good operator. Starting as а messenger, for the 
Pennsylvania Railroad, he soon worked up to the 
position of relieving operator ; and in 1870 he was 
employed by the the Old Pittsburgh and Connells- 
ville Railroad, at Connellsville, Pa. 

In 1876 we find him at Crestline, under the 
veteran H. W. Wynkoop; but seeing an oppor- 
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tunity to better himself, accepted a position with 
the Pacific and Atlantic Telegraph Company at 
Pittsburgh, under George Hamilton. 

In 1872 he was with the Jersey Central Railroad 
Company at Elizabeth, N. J., and was there ten- 
dered the position of inspector for the Automatic 
Fire Alarm system in New York, with headquar- 
ters at No, 31 Great Jones street. 

Somewhat later, he is found with the Western 
Union Telegraph Company at Baltimore, and has 
remained with the same company up to the present 
writing, with the exception of the period of exist- 
ence of the American Union Telegraph Company, 
he being with that company at Chicago, up to the 
time of the consolidation with the Western Union 
Telegraph Company in 1882. 

Mr. Barclay has been very rapidly advanced, by 
the latter company, to his present position. He is 
noted for his sterling integrity, energy and per- 
sonal magnetism, and has the happy faculty of 
making himself very acceptable, both to his sub- 
ordinates, and the company he represents, 


D. E. BOHANNON, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, San 
Francisco, Cal., was born at Stockton, Cal., Feb- 
ruary 22nd, 1858. Не learned telegraphy at Chico, 
Cal., in 1875, and has held positions as telegraph 
operator for the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany in several western cities. Не has also held 
positions on several railroads. 


THOMAS H. BROWN, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, San 
Francisco, Cal., first saw the light of day at New 
Baltimore, N. Y. He entered the telegraph busi- 


THOMAS H. BROWN. 


ness at Petaluma, Cal., and has been with the 
Western Union Telegraph Company continu- 
ously until the present time, with the exception of 
three years, which time was devoted to the Ameri- 
can District Companies of San Francisco and 
Sacramento, Cal. He occupies the position of 
all night chief of the San Francisco, Cal., main 
office. 


CHARLES E. BLISS, 


Manager of the Western Union Telegraph Co., 
Bangor, Me., was born at Bradford, Vt., July 234, 
1833. He learned telegraphy at Waldoboro, Me, 
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іп 1850, when he was 16 years old, and after serving 
four years as an operator at Boston, Cleveland, 
and Toledo, Ohio, he came to Bangor, Me., in 1855, 
where he relieved an operator who could not read 
by sound, but took the press despatches by an 
old fashioned Morse Register, reading aloud from 
the strip as it passed through the instrument, while 
the editors of the two morning dailies copied what 
they desired for their papers. 

At this time the European news brought by the 
Cunard steamers every two weeks, was telegraphed 
from Halifax to New York, and while this long 
newspaper message of three thousand words was 
being transmitted over the single wire then existing 
between Boston and Halifax, the offices where the 
news was then copied were closed, the doors locked, 
and the business of the line through the whole state 
suspended. 

Mr. William B. Clum, now of the Postal Tele- 
graph Company’s New York office, was manager of 
the Boston office during Mr. Bliss’ term of service 
there. Mr. Clum was then considered one of the 
best operators in the country; it is said that, while 
he was manager of the Portland office, he was for- 
bidden by the superintendent of the company to 
receive messages by sound without comparing them 
with the paper strip which run through the register, 
in order to prove their correctness. In 1865, Mr. 
Bliss was appointed manager of the Bangor, West- 
ern Union Telegraph Company's office, where he has 
remained ever since. Mr. Bliss’ management of the 
office in Bangor has been of the most satisfactory 
character, not only to his superiors, but to the public 
which he has so faithfully and urbanely served. 
Since he has been in Bangor he has been offered 
and has refused the superintendency of two tele- 
graph lines—the International and the Western 
Union—also the management of the main office in 
Boston, of an opposition company, which he de- 
clined, preferring to make his home in Bangor. 


WILLIAM J. BODELL, 


Manager Western Union Telegraph Company, 
Fortress Monroe, Va., was born at Greenville, Pa., 
March 12th, 1842. Не received а common school 
education, and in 1860 entered the Argus office to 
learn the printing trade. In 1862 he joined the 
Tenth Pennsylvania Reserves, and went to the 
front. On June 156, 1863, he was detailed as clerk 
in the Military Telegraph Corps (War Department) 
where he learned theart of telegraphy. In August, 
1865, he was sent to General Hancock’s headquar- 
ters, Baltimore, Md., as cipher operator, and re- 
mained there until December 12th, when he was 
transferred to Fortress Monroe, Ма, In 1866, he 
was transferred to the American Telegraph Com- 
pany, as manager, the Military Telegraph Corps 
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WILLIAM J. BODELL. 


like the army, having disbanded. Later on, when 
the American Telegraph Company was merged 
with the Western Union Telegraph Company he 
was retained as manager and is still acting in that 


capacity. 


RICHARD JOHN BLOXHAM, 


Manager of the Baltimore, Md., office of the West- 
ern Union Telegraph Company, was born March 
15th, 1840, in Birmingham, England. He moved 
to Baltimore with his parents in October, 1850. 


At the age of 14 years he entered the service of 
the Independent Telegraph Company as a mes- 
senger boy. His quickness and diligence, ambition 
and reliability won speedy recognition, and he was 
Promoted within the year to the position of oper- 
ator. The Independent Company was afterwards 
merged into the United States Telegraph Com- 
рапу,апа later with the American Telegraph Com- 
pany was consolidated with the Western Union Tele- 
graph Company. Mr. Bloxham was transferred to 
the last named company, and has most creditably to 
himself and satisfactorily to the company filled the 
position of Operator, assistant chief Operator, chief 
Operator, and manager, having been made manager 
In 1883. 

Official authority sometimes spoils a good man, 
making him dictatorial and overbearing, but there 
is no “big head” about manager Bloxham, he has 
the same warm, affectionate heart that he started 
Out with when a boy in this business 31 years ago, 
and to see him on the street or in the office is a 
pleasure to everybody who knows him. 


RUDOLPH H. BOHLE, 


Manager Western Union Telegraph Company, St. 
Louis, Mo., was born in St. Louis, Mo., on Septem- 
ber 2nd, 1850. Не entered the service of the 
United States Military Telegraph Corps, Novem- 
ber 6th, 1861, as the first messenger boy employed 
in St. Louis, in that service. He learned teleg- 
raphy and for a time worked at Camp and St. 
Louis Arsenal. When the military telegraph was 
abandoned, he obtained employment with the 
Western Union Telegraph Company, and on 
November 15, 1866, he was appointed manager of 
the branch office on the Board of Trade, where he 


remained continually until September 28th, 1886, 
when upon the endorsement of the Merchants Ex- 
chanve, bankers, and the entire business commu- 
nity, he was appointed manager of the St. Louis 
main office. He is exceedingly popular with the 
patrons of the company and the employees at St. 


Louis. 


GEORGE BRAGGS, 


Clerk in charge or chief operator of the Western 
Union Telegraph Company, London, England, 
entered the telegraph service in 1872, and was in 
the service of the government until 1881. He was 
in the latter year appointed to a position with the 
Anglo-American Cable Co., and later on with the 
Western Union Telegraph Company. Не was at 
one time stationed at Penzance, England. The 
main office of the company is located at No. 21 
Royal Exchange, under H. E. Robson. 


JOHN W. BROWN, 


Chief operator of the Western Union Telegraph 
Company's office at Augusta, Ga., entered the office 
of the American Telegraph Company, at Wilming- 
ton, N. C. Dec. Ist, 1859, as a messenger. Hewas 
appointed assistant operator at Goldsboro, N. C., 
July, 1861, for the Southern Telegraph Company, 
the successor of the American Company in the 
south during the war. Не worked successively at 
Weldon, N. C., Petersburg, Va., Fort Pulaski, Ga., 
Savannah, Augusta and Macon, Ga. Returning to 
Wilmington, N. C., tn 1863, he was appointed 
manager of that office at the age of 17, and he re- 
mained at Wilmington until the city was captured 
by the Federal army in 1865. Не then went north 
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and accepted a place in Washington, D. C., with 
the American Telegraph Company as an operator, 
remaining there five months. Не returned to 
Wilmington, №. С. in the latter part of '65, and 
worked forthe United States Military Telegraph un- 
til the wires were turned over to the American Tele- 
graph Company, which was about that time absorbed 


JOHN W. BROWN. 


by the Western Union Telegraph Company, when 
he was appointed manager of the Wilmington office 
for the second time, December rst, 1866. Не oc- 
cupied that position until January, 1870, when he 
accepted a position as operator at Augusta, Ga. 
He was appointed chief operator in 1872, and still 
holds that position. 


GEORGE ALMY BURNETT, 


Was born in Louisville, Ky., in 1838. In his boy- 
hood he became infatuated with a desire to go to 
sea, which he gratified, to the extent of circum- 
navigating the globe, returning in 1854. 

In 1855, he learned telegraphy in Paris, Canada 
West, and was placed in charge of that office. 
Shortly afterward he was transferred to the Mon- 
treal Telegraph office, Buffalo, thence to Toronto. 

Desiring to yo west, he secured а position with 
the Western Union Telegraph Company іп Mi- 
waukee, Wis., at which time, 1856-7, he was the 
only operator, and one wire carried all regular and 
railroad business. Mr. Burnett went to Chicago 
in 1857, where he remained for several years, oc- 
cupying the positions of manager of the Pacific 
Telegraph office, and chief operator and manager 
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GEORGE ALMY BURNETT. 


of the Western Union Telegraph office. In 1862, 
he joined the 45th Illinois Infantry, and was de- 
tailed for military telegraphic service. He was 
in charge of Cairo, Ills., office, during the cam- 
paign of Fort Henry, Fort Donelson and Pitts- 
burg Landing. These campaigns were planned in 
his office, by General Grant and Commodore 
Foote, in consultation with the war department at 
Washington. The correspondence between Gen- 
erals Grant and Halleck, after the battle of Pitts- 
burgh Landing, was transcribed into cipher by Mr. 
Burnett, and was very interesting, from the fact, 
that Halleck criticised Grant’s action at this battle, 
which Grant answered by repeatedly forwarding 
his resignation, which Halleck refused to accept. 
In 1866, Mr. Burnett returned to his old love, the 
Montreal Telegraph Company, and in 1867, was 
appointed its manager in Buffalo, which office he 
has continuously occupied ever since, and is now 
serving under the supervision of the same gentle- 
man, general manager H. P. Dwight, to whom he 
was indebted for his first position. 


FRANK H. BENDER, 


Night chief operator, Western Union Telegraph 
Company, Pittsburgh, Pa., made his first appear- 
ance as an operator for the Baltimore and Ohio 
Railroad Company, in Whecling, W. Va., in 1873. 
About one year later he went to the Western 
Union Telegraph Company. In 1876, Mr. Bender 
accepted a position with the Associated Press, 
which he filled until 1881, when he went to Pitts- 
burgh, Pa. In 1883, he was promoted to Western 
wire chief, and in 1885, to night chief operator of 
the Pittsburgh office. 


FRANK H. BENDER. 


M. D. CRAIN, 


Night chief of the Western Union Telegraph 
Coinpany, St. Louts, was born on April 15, 1841, 
at Norwich, N. Y. Не mastered the Morse alpha- 
bet out of Parker's Natural Philosophy, while 
attending the Norwich Academy in 1856, and in 
1857 he took charge of the telegraph office, at the 
above place, on a line extending from Oxford to 
Utica. 

In the Spring of 1858, he went to Terre Haute, 
Ind., and it was here that Mr. Crain's ability began 
to be recognized. He opened every telegraph 
office on the Indianapolis and St. Louis Railroad, 
between Terre Haute and St. Louis, as fast as the 
wires were strung, and in the following autumn he 
was operator at Shelbyville, Ill., where he copied 
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President Buchanan’s second message. For this 
and other efficient services he was promoted to 
chief ticket clerk and operator for the same com- 
pany, in the St. Louis general office, where he 
remained until the civil war broke out, when he 
joined the Military Telegraph Corps as operator to 
General Halleck. He was present at the battle of 
Shiloh and was afterwards with General Halleck 
through the seige of Corinth, and was military man- 
ager of Corinth, Miss., office until General Halleck 
was ordered to Washington, when he returned to 
St. Louis, and was assigned to the command of 
General A. J. Smith, as cipher operator. 

He accompanied General Smith in his chase 
after General Price through the famous “ bush- 
whacker” regions of Missouri, and was present and 
took an active part in the battles. Не returned 
to St Louis, Mo., in 1863, where he was appointed 
chief operator of the Military office by Colonel R. 
С. Clowry, as a reward for meritorious conduct in 
the field. He remained in this position until Gen- 
eral Lee surrendered, when he took a position with 
the North Missouri, afterwards the Missouri-Pacific 
Railway, as chief ticket clerk and superintendent of 
telegraph, which position he retained for four years. 

For the next fifteen months he was a conductor 
for the same road. He went to Kansas City 
shortly after this, and in 1871 returned to St. 
Louis, where he was appointed chief operator for 
the Western Union Telegraph Company, which 
position he filled for two years. He was then 
transferred to Kansas City as chief operator for the 
same company. Пе again returned to St. Louis in 
1877, where he has served the Western Union 
Telegraph Company as assistant chief operator 
and wire chief constantly, until March, 1892, when 


he was appointed night chief, the position he now 
Alls. 


JAMES C. DE LONG, 
Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, Los 
Angeles, Cal., was born at Cambridge, Ohio, in 


1852. At the age of 15 he learned telegraphy, and 
is now an expert telegraph operator. He worked 
through the south and east forthe old Atlantic 
and Pacific Telegraph Company, and going to 
Chicago in 1881, he worked on the 7rcbuxe, for the 
Mutual Union Telegraph Company, as chief oper- 
ator. He later worked for the Western Union, 
the Postal Companies, and again for the Western 
Union Telegraph Company while in that city. He 
is now with the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany, at Los Angeles, Cal. 


| 


J. В. COLSON, 


All night chief, Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany, Boston, Mass., was born in New York city 
in 1851. Acquired the art of telegraphy at 
Athens, N. Ү., іп 1866, leaving it after a few 
months service to engage in “ steamboating” on 
the Hudson river. 

In 1868, again entered the telegraphic profes- 
sion, serving in various offices in the New England 
States. 

Accepted a position іп the Boston Western Union 
office, in 1873, and during the following year made 
one of the quartette of operators “ manning ” the 
Edison quadruplex, having the pleasure of receiv- 
ing 63 messages from the lamented “ Biff ” Cook, 
in the course of the hour set for the trial of that 
invaluable invention. 

In 1880, was appointed ‘‘all night chief,” which 
position he has since held. 


J. M. CREAMER, 

Manager, Western Union Telegraph office at 
Knoxville, Tenn., was born in Baltimore, Md., Jan- 
uary 25th, 1860. He entered the Western Union 


114 


+ eee oo „_ 


Г —a 


J. M. CREAMER. 


service as messenger, іп 1878. Опе year later was 
promoted to a clerkship. After working asa clerk 
for about two years, he started out as an operator, 
working for the Northern Central Railroad Com- 
pany at Baltimore, Md., the American Union Tele- 
graph Company at Richmond, Va.: for the same 
company at Petersburg, Va. After the consolidation 
of the American Union and Western Union Com- 
panies, he was sent to Salisbury, №. C. Returning 
to his home a few months later he accepted a po- 
sition with the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany, where he remained until 1884, at which time 
he was offered a position at Cleveland, Ohio. On 
January rst, 1855, he was transferred to St. Louis, 
Mo., where he divided his labor between the 
Western Union Main office and the Globe- Democrat 
office. Returning to Baltimore in the latter part 
of 1885, he went to work for the Baltimore and 
Ohio Telegraph Company. Shortly afterwards he 
was offered a position in Boston for the same com- 
pany, which he accepted. With bright prospects 
before him, he went to New York and was ap- 
pointed western quadruplex chief for the Baltimore 
and Ohio Telegraph Company, which position he 
held until that company was absorbed by the 
Western Union. The latter company then em- 
ployed him as an operator, and part of the time 
was on the cable staff. 

In January, 1889, he resigned to accept a position 
with the Evening News at Baltimore. The Evening 
News failing a few weeks afterwards, he was given 
employment at the Western Union office. On 

ay Ist, 1889, he accepted a position as quadruplex 


chief in Richmond, Va., where he remained until 
October, 1889, when he accepted the position he 
now holds. 


ITHAMAR W. COPELAND, 


Manager of the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany, Troy, N. Y., was born at Walpole, Mass., 
October oth, 1846. He shouldered a musket and 
went to the war at the age of 15, with the 44th 
Massachusetts Volunteers. He was injured at the 
battle of Kinston, N. C., by reason of which he was 
discharged. In 1867, he began his telegraph and 
railroad career at Vergennes Depot, Vt., as oper- 
ator, and remained there a year and a half, when 
he was promoted to the Western Union manage- 
ment at Brandon, Vt. In 1870, he resigned to 
accept a position at Fishkill, N. Y., as train dis- 
patcher superintendent of telegraph, and clerk to 
railroad superintendent on the New York, Boston 
and Montreal Railroad. In 1874, he accepted the 
management of the Atlantic and Pacific Telegraph 
Company, at Saratoga, for a year. He then en- 
tered mercantile business at Brandon, Vt., for 
three years. When the American Union Tele- 
graph Company launched forth, Mr. Copeland went 
with it as assistant to Superintendent Hosmer, and 
also as manager at Rutland, Vt. When the con- 
solidation with the Western Union Telegraph 
Company was consummated, he was appointed 
manager at Troy, N. Y., for Western Union, where 
he still remains. In 1888, he was appointed on the 
staff of General Parker, commanding the Third 
Brigade, National Guard, State of New York, as 
signal officer, with rank of captain, and was one of 
the few who were retained upon General Oliver’s 
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staff, who succeeded General Parker, in 1891. After 
about five years of service on the staff, he resigned. 
Inasmuch as General Parker and General Oliver 
were unknown to Mr. Copeland, and as the latter 
had not been in military service since the war, the 
appointment was accepted as an unusual honor. 


CHARLES J. DILLON, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, 
Chicago, IIl, first saw the light of day іп the 
state of New York, in 1863. 

His first telegraphic service was at Aubrey, Kan- 
sas, asagentand operator for the Atchison, Topeka 
and Santa Fe Railroad, during the year 1880. Six 
years later found him in Mexico, on the line of the 
Mexican Central Railroad, where, in addition to 
his telegraphic duties, he served as a foreign cor- 
respondent for a number of newspapers in the 
states. He wrote many articles descriptive of 
Mexicans, their customs and manners, also, of mines 
and mining in that country. 

Severing his connection with the Mexican Cen- 
tral, Mr. Dillon visited the West Indies, making 
his home for a short time in Havana, Cuba, and in 
1888, returned to his native land to become a train 
dispatcher at Winslow, Arizona, for the Atlantic 
and Pacific Railroad, and later on at the Needles, 
Cal. Finally he joined the Western Union force 
at San Francisco, one year later, and with the ex- 
ception of one year with the Canadian Pacific at 
Vancouver, В. C, he has remained with that com- 
pany up to the present time. 

At the opening of the World’s Columbian Ex- 
position, on May 1st, Mr. Dillon was chosen one 


of twelve to assist in sending out the news from 
the administration building. 


S. T. DAVIDSON, 


Traffic chief of the Western Union Telegraph 
Company, San I‘rancisco, Cal., was born іп Belle 
Vernon, Pa., March 8th, 1849. He entered the ser- 
vice of the Monongahela Valley Telegraph Com- 
pany in 1864. Hais first office was Brownville, Ра. 
He worked for the Pacific and Atlantic Telegraph 
Company in Pittsburgh, and entered the service of 
the Western Union Telegraph Company at Dayton, 
O.,in 1868, and with the exception of a few months 
devoted to the interests of the Pacific and Atlantic 
Telegraph Company in Pittsburgh, in 1871, he has 
been іп the Western Union Telegraph Company's 
employ ever since. He worked in Cincinnati, St. 
Louis, Atlanta and Macon, Ga., Buffalo, Los An- 
geles and San Francisco. He went to Buffalo in 
1872, and remained there fifteen years, acting traffic 
chief for the last three years. Mr. Davidson was 
night manager in Los Angeles, when he accepted a 
position in San Francisco, in 1877, where he has 
remained, and is now traffic chief of the Western 
Union Telegraph Company’s main office at that 
point. 


E. C. DUNN, 


Manager of the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany, Chattanooga, Tenn., was born at Salem, Ala., 
April 1st, 1865. While attending the High School 
at that place he acquired the art of telegraphy and 
in 1881 he was appointed manager of the Western 
Union office at Butler, Ga., but resigned in a few 
months to accept a position as operator with the 
the same company at Newman, Ga. In 1882 he 
was transferred to the Western Union office at 
Atlanta, Ga., and in 1890 was made traffic chief 
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E. C. DUNN. 


operator of the same office. In 1891 he was ap- 
pointed manager of the Western Union office at 
Chattanooga, Tenn. His entire telegraphic career 
has been in the service of the Western Union Tele- 


graph Company. 


CHARLES В. DUNHAM, 


тше Western Union Telegraph Company, 
мри N. S., was born at St. John, N. B., Novem- 
А tst, 1847. Не entered the service of the Old 

Merican Telegraph Company at St. John, N. B., 


in August, 1861, as messenger, and was appointed 
operator in 1863. In 1869, he was transferred to 
the cable relaying station at Port Hastings, Cape 
Breton, where he remained until 1875, when he re- 
turned to St. John, N. B. He was appointed man- 
ager of the Canso cable station in March, 1882, 
which position he still retains. 


H. E. DOOLITTLE, 


Manager of the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany, Lafayette, Ind., was born in Camden, Oneida 
county, N. Y., May 30, 1832. He went to Spring- 
field, Ohio, in the fall of 1850, and learned telegra- 
phy in the O'Reilly office (Pittsburgh, Cincinnati 
and Louis: ille line). He went to Morrowtown as 
operator in the spring, remaining through the sum- 
mer, and in the fall he took a position on the Wade 
lines as extra operator, remaining one year doing 
service as operator, repairer, or almost any other 
service needed, between Columbus and Cleveland 
and Sandusky, O. Inthe fall of 1852, he accepted 
a position as operator at Cleveland, O., on the 
O'Reilly Lake line, and two years later he accepted 
a position as manager of the Sandusky, Ohio, office 
for the same company. That company sold out to 
the House Printing Telegraph Company a short 
time after. This purchase was the commencement 
of the consolidations of the various small companies 
in the country, resulting finally in the present 
Western Union Telegraph Company. He then 
accepted a position as chief operator with the 
Western Union Telegraph Company, at Pittsburgh, 
Pa., in the winter of 1856. In April, 1860, he ac- 
cepted a joint position with the Western Union 
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Telegraph Company and the Associated Press, to 
go to Pike’s Peak, as Colorado was then best known 
by, to obtain information regarding facilities and 
difficulties connected with telegraph and railroad 
extension into that region, and collect news for the 
Associated Press, the news to be sent by Pike's 
Peak express to St. Joseph, Mo., and wired from 
there. Returning in the fall, he accepted a position 
as assistant chief operator at Cincinnati, O., and in 
January, 1861, he accepted the position as manager 
at Lafayette, Ind., where he still remains. 

Mr. Doolittle is one of the oldest employés in 
the service of the Western Union Telegraph Com- 


pany. 


JOHN EGAN, 


Chief operator, Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany, Sacramento, Cal., was born at Woodstock, 
Canada, September 5th, 1850, and in 1864 entered 
the telegraph service there as messenger in the 
Montreal Company’s office. Here he devoted 
every moment of his spare time to the key and 
sounder, and made such rapid progress that within 
a year we find him as operator at the Great West- 
ern Railway Company’s station at Oakville, Ontario. 
Later, he also served for the same company at 
Toronto Junction, and at Hamilton—thence in 
December, 1865, at Paris station on the Grand 
Trunk, and in 1866-7, at other points on the same 
line, until his desire to cross the border, led him in 
the latter year, to the Philadelphia and Erie Road 
at Warren, Pa, next at Corry, Kane City, and 
Renova, and in 1869, on the Lehigh Valley, at 
Mauch Chunk, whence in 1870, determining to leave 
railroad telegraphing, he entered the Western 


118 


Union Telegraph Service at 145 Broadway, New 
York, where he worked some of the heaviest cir- 
cuits, including stock wires. In March, 1872, Mr. 
Egan, in response to a call by Geo. H. Mumford, 
then general superintendent at San Francisco, for 
a few expert operators from the east, was selected 
as one of them. He was assigned temporarily at 
Reno, Virginia City, and Gold Hill, in Nevada, 
then at San Francisco; and in August, same year, 
1872, permanently at Sacramento, where he still 
remains, and where he is at present the company’s 
chief operator. Mr. Egan was a member for sev- 
eral years of the National Guard of California— 
entering it as private and leaving it with the rank 
of major. He 15 a genial, whole-souled gentleman, 
with hosts of friends in and out of the profession. 


THOMAS В, FOX, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, 
Poughkeepsie, N. Y., was born at Hudson, N. Y., 
in 1845. Heentered the service of the New York, 
Albany and Buffalo Telegraph Company, before 
the rebellion, and opened the office for the United 
States Telegraph Company at that place. At the 
time of the consolidation, he was appointed man- 
ager of the consolidated offices, and after a short 
time went to New York, in the main office of the 
Western Union Telegraph Company for about two 
years. Не then returned to Hudson, to open the 
office for the Atlantic and Pacific Telegraph Com- 
pany, remaining there about a year, when he ac- 
cepted a position with the Western Union at 
Poughkeepsie, where he has remained up to the 
present time. 
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EDWIN С. FOLGER, 


Manager of the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany, Oakland, Cal., was born at De Kalb, Illinois, 
in 1885. He entered the telegraph service as mes- 
senger in the Commercial News Department of the 
Western Union Telegraph Company at Cincinnati, 
Ohio, 1870, under Mr. H. D. Rogers, at that time 
in charge of that branch of the service. He was 
afterwards employed as operator in С. N. D., the 
same department and in the main office from 1872 
until 1880. Не then worked іп the San Francisco 
office 1880 until 1892 for the Western Union Tele- 
graph Company. Не was appointed manager of 
Oakland, Cal., office, November 23rd, 1892. 


SAMUEL FISHER, 


Manager of the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany, Santa Rosa, Cal., is a native of Indiana. He 
entered the telegraph business-in 1868, as messen- 
ger for the Western Union Telegraph Company, 
at Connersville, Ind., under the managership of №. 
W. Wright. During the year 1872, he went to the 
Pacific Coast, and was employed as Operator forthe 
American District Telegraph Company, during the 
time Mr. Greenwood was Superintendent, at 417 
California street, San Francisco, Cal. He was 
transferred to main office of the Western Union 
Telegraph Company as operator, under the mana- 
A of Mr. Drake, from there he was transferred 
° santa Rosa, Cal., for same company, where he 


has held th te 
то е position of manager for the past ten 
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SAMUEL FISHER. 


CLOYS M. FROST, 


Night wire chief, Western Union Telegraph Сот. 
pany, Buffalo, N. Y., was born in Buffalo in 1848, 
and is now 45 years of age. He entered the tele- 
graph service in 1866 at Bradford, Ont., and in 
1867 went with the Western Union Telegraph 
Company, and has remained with that company 
ever since. 


JOHN MURRAY FAIRCHILD, 
Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, San 
Francisco, Cal. was born in Sunderland, Mass., 


JOHN MURRAY FAIRCHILD. 


December 29th, 1837. He learned telegraphy in 
the Greenfield, Mass., office in 1852, and was oper- 
ator at White River Junction, Vt., in 1853; trans- 
ferred to the Boston office in 1854; went to Ohio 
in 1855, Operating at Canton, Alliance, and Tiffin. 
In 1856 was appointed assistant superintendent of 
telegraph, under Andrew C. Frey, superintend- 
ent, with headquarters at Sandusky. In 1857 he 
resigned and returned to New England, and was 
Operator at Stamford, Conn., for a short time. He 
was then ordered to the New Haven office, where re- 
mained until 1860, then transferred to the New York 
office, where remained until August 15, 1863, when 
was ordered back to New Haven to take charge of 
that office. He was manager at New Haven contin- 
uously until 1881, eighteen years. On account of ill 
health and by advice of physicians he went to Pa- 
cific Coast in 1883, and has held various positions 
as manager and operator at different points, and 
for the past three years has been operator in the 
San Francisco main office. Mr. Fairchild has a re- 
putation as an inventor of electrical apparatus and 
has taken out a large number of patents, among 
which were a telegraph switch board in 1864, a 
system of fire alarm and police telegraph іп 1865, 
a “Trap Lock” for fire alarm telegraph boxes, 
adopted and still in use in every city using the fire 
alarm or police systems, and later several patents 
for improvements in electric lighting, 


THEODORE H. GOODRICH, 


Night manager, Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany, Hartford, Conn., was born in Philadelphia, 
Pa., June 14, 1852. He first entered the service of 
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the American Telegraph Company in April, 186, 
at Hartford, Conn., which was then under the man- 
agement of John W. Stancliff, a man who was 
very prominent during the war, and afterwards 
became the famous marine painter. Continuing as 
messenger for several years, Mr. Goodrich was 
transferred to the clerical force. Later on he was 
promoted to the operating department as operator 
for the Connecticut River Telegraph Company, a 
private line between Hartford and Say brook Point, 


THEODORE H GOODRICH. 


including Fenwich, which was quite a summer 
resort. In 1872, he was added to the regular force, 
in which capacity he held different positions on the 
day force, from commercial to Associated Press 
operator. In 1885, he was made night manager, 
but his familiarity with switch and wire testings 
earned him the merited promotion of day chief 
operator, which position he still retains. Besides 
being well known in telegraph circles, he is prom- 
inently connected in military and Masonic circles. 


RUSSELL W. GILLETTE, 


Wire chief, Western Union Telegraph Company, 
San Francisco, Cal., entered the telegraph service 
on eastern division of the Michigan Central Rail- 
road Company, 1876. From there he accepted a 
position in the general office of Grand Rapids and 
Indiana Railway Company, Grand Rapids, Mich., 
of which office he was afterwards appointed man- 
ager, but resigned to go west in 1881, for the ben- 
efit of his health. He worked at a number of 
places on the Santa Fe Railroad, in Kansas, Colo- 
rado and New Mexico, thence to Kansas City, and 
finally New York city, іп 1882, Here he engaged 
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RUSSELL W. GILLETTE. 

with the Western Union Telegraph Company, at 
195 Broadway, and afterward with the Stock 
Exchange, then he entered the employ of the 
American Rapid Telegraph Company, corner 
Broad street and Exchange place, in which office he 
remained under the joint management of the Bank- 
ers and Merchants and Postal Telegraph Compa- 
nies, as chief operator and acting manager. Leaving 
there in 1885, for San Francisco, he entered the 
employ of the Western Union Telegraph Company 
the following March, as night traffic chief, which 
position he held several years, when he was 
appointed to the position he now holds. 
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JACOB T. GRAY. 
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JACOB Т. GRAY, 


Manager Western Union Telegraph Company, 
Columbia, S. C., is now 35 years of age. He first 
entered the telegraph service with the Western 
Union Telegraph Company, at Richmond, Va., in 
1875, as messenger boy, and later he was made 
check boy, and while acting in that capacity he 
picked up the art of telegraphy. Пе was given 
charge of a branch office in Richmond, which posi- 
tion he held for two years, he was then transferred 
to the Salisbury, N. C., office, as manager, which 
position he held for thirteen months. He was 
then transferred to Spartanburg, S. C., as manager 
for the same company’s office for eleven years. 
On March ist, 1892, he was again transferred to 
the managership of the Columb‘a, 5. C., office, 
which position he still retains. 


L. С HALL, 


Chief operator Western Union Telegraph Company, 
Norfolk, Va., entered the telegraph service as mes- 
senger at the Portsmouth, Virvinia, office, of the 
Western Union Telegraph Company, in the latter 
part of 1878, and was appointed a few months 
later, operator at South Mills, N. C., a small vil- 
lage near the state line, where young couples from 
Virginia ran away to be married. The chief duty 
of the operator there was to receive messages from 
irate Virginia parents, addressed to the county 
sheriff, imploring him to stop the marriage of their 
daughters. It is needless to say that these mes- 
sages were seldom delivered in time. In point of 
fact, the revenue derived in various ways from 
eloping couples was the main support of the village. 

From South Mills, Мг. Hall returned to Ports- 
mouth as manager for the Western Union Tele- 


graph Company and wastransferred a month after- 
wards to the Norfolk Cotton Exchange office. He 
has been continuously in the Western Union 
service from that time to the present, with the ex- 
ception of a month in July-August, 1883, at various 
cities and towns in the south, press operator at 
Knoxville, Tenn., later, assistant chief operator 
at the Richmond, Va., office for several years, 
and for the past five years, chief operator at 
Norfolk. 

Several times in charge of press emergencies, the 
latest of which was the Naval Rendezvous event 
at Fortress Monroe, Va., where in April, 1893, 
with} a small picked force and limited facilities, a 
vast number of words of press and messages in all 
languages were promptly and accurately handled. 


ZORT P. HOTCHKISS, 


where he was married and remained for twelve 
years, when he resigned to accept a position with 
the Central Union Telephone Company, and under 
his supervision nearly all of the Long Distance 


Telephone lines centering at Springfield, IIl., were 
built. 


In 1883 he entered the employ of the Western 


Union Telegraph Company at Chicago, and is still 
with that company. 

He was the inventor of a fire alarm telegraph 
system, based upon locking the key with which the 
alarm was sent into the alarm box. 

He has also taken out several patents pertaining 
to automatic telegraphy. His “ Automatic Morse” 
having made a record of eighty-six words of unab- 
breviated Morse per minute, for several consecutive 
hours, over an ordinary iron wire worked asa single 
circuit by the Associated Press. 

Mr. Hotchkiss is now the general manager of 
the Automatic Telegraph Improvement Company, 
which corporation controls all of his inventions in 
Automatic Telegraphy. | 

He is 54 years of age and resides with his family 
at Oak Park, a beautiful suburb of Chicago, 11. 

Mr. Hotchkiss is one of the originai members of 
the Old Timers Association and of the United 
States Military Telegraph Corps. 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company of 
Chicago, is a native of New York state, who com- 
menced his telegraphic career on the old Illinois 
and Mississippi Telegraph Company's lines in 1858, 
at the age of seventeen. 

He enlisted in the 36th Illinois Infantry early in 
the war, and was discharged therefrom, to enter 
the United States Military Telegraph Corps, where 
in Missouri he served under Colonel К. С. Clowry, 
being field operator with General Davidson. 

In the Mobile campaign he was attached to the 
non-commissioned staff of Major General E. К. 5. 
Canby as chief field operator. 

In 1866 he entered the employ of the Western 
Union Telegraph Company at Indianapolis, as 
night report operator for the Associated Press. In 


CHARLES W. HENDERSON, 


Manager of the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany, Boston, Mass., was born in Great Falls, N. 
H., in 1843. 


He acquired the art of telegraphy while attend- 


ing school at North Yarmouth Academy, Yar- 


1870 he was made manager at Richmond, Ind., mouth, Maine, їп 1858. 
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Late in the same year he made his debut, enter- 
ing the service as relief operator on the line of the 
Grand Trunk Railroad, performing the duties of 
station agent and operator at many of the principe 
points between Portland, Me., and Island Pond, 
Vt. | 

In 1859 he was appointed night operator regu- 
larly at Island Pond, in which position he served 
nearly a year. 7 

During 1860 and 1861, he filled positions by ap- 
pointment in several offices on the same road, one 
of them being night operator at Portland. 

Late in 1861 he engaged with the Portsmouth, 
Saco and Portland Railroad Company, as operator 
at North Berwick, Me., establishing the office there. 

In 1862, entered service of American Telegraph 
Company as manager of the office at South Ber- 
wick Junction, Maine, at that time considered a 
very important office, it being the junction of two 
railroads between Boston and Portland, and the 
only point where all wires touched and the point 
where the testing and switching was principally 
done. 

In 1863 he was transferred to the main office 
Boston serving satisfactorily and with credit in the 
different positions of responsibility and trust, until 
1881, when he was appointed acting manager of the 
office and branches. 

In 1883, the year of the telegraphers’ strike, he 
was made manager, which position he holds to-day. 

His advancement has been due to prompt atten- 
tion, faithful service and his adaptness in mastering 
the duties devolving upon him, in the different po- 
sitions he has filled in the line of promotion. 


LORENZO HEMPSTEAD. 
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LORENZO HEMPSTEAD, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, Hart- 
ford, Conn., was born in Bristol, Conn., January 
14th, 1838. In 1844, his parents moved to Middle- 
town, Conn., and it was there that he began his 
connection with telegraphy. In 1851, at the age of 
thirteen, he began to learn telegraphing from A. 
L. Perry, the manager of the Magnetic line. 
After three months practice with the old-time 
paper instrument, he was able to send and receive 
his first message. 

In 1854, he took a position in New Haven, 
where he worked fora short time. He was recalled 
to his former position in Middletown, at ап in- 
creased salary, on the consolidation of the Bain and 
Morse lines, the consolidation being afterwards 
called the Union lines. He worked both Bain and 
Morse systems until the Bain instruments were 
discarded. Не not only held the position of oper- 
ator, but was expected to fill the position of lineman 
and battery man, having about twenty cells of 
Grove batteries to put up mornings and take down 
nights. 

In 1856, he accepted a position in Meriden, and 
in 1857, he moved to Hartford, to take a place in 
the office of E. M. Reed, superintendent of the 
New Haven and Hartford Railroad. He remained 
in this position nine years, leaving in 1866 to intro- 
duce his patent railroad safety bridges and gate. 
This he succeeded in placing on all the roads in 
the state, and it is now used extensively on the 
elevated and cable roads. 

After disposing of his patent he opened in Hart- 
ford the Merchants Exchange, which he conducted 
for three years, when it was turned over to the 
Western Union. This resulted in the introduction 
of the stock printers in Hartford. Since that time 
he has remained with the Western Union. 

After leaving the New Haven and Hartford 
Railroad, and before starting the Merchants Ex- 
change, he worked for the United States, the 
American and the Franklin Telegraph Companies. 


A. A. HATCH, 


Chief operator, Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany, Sacramento, Cal., started in the telegraph 
business in Chicago, in 1875. He has been con- 
tinually with the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany, serving four years as Wheatstone chief at 
Kansas City, manager at Deming, New Mexico, 
and occupying other positions at various points. 
Mr. Hatch is a clever electrician, and established 
most of the Wheatstone offices on the Overland 
Wheatstone circuit. He has charge of the wires 
over the Sierra Nevada mountains, which is about 
the worst stretch of wire (on account of snows, etc.,) 
on the overland circuit. 


A. A. HATCH. 


EUGENE HOCKETT, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, San 
Francisco, Cal., was born at Westboro, Ohio, 

1868, and entered upon his career as an operator, 
in the Western Union Telegraph office at Cincin- 
nati, Ohio, at the age of 19. From there he went 
to Knoxville, Tennessee, to accept a position with 
the East Tennessee, Virginiaand Georgia Railroad, 
and was soon promoted to the position of chief 
operator in the general offices of that company, 
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which position he resigned to accept a similar one 
with the Denver, Texas and Fort Worth Railroad, 
at Denver, Colo. After working in this capacity 
for a few months, he was appointed chief clerk in 
the office of the superintendent of transportation 
and telegraph, where he remained until that road 
was merged into the Union Pacific in 1890. At 
this time, Mr. Hockett went to San Francisco, Cal., 
where he again entered the service of the Western 
Union Telegraph Company, and was finally as- 
signed to clerical duty in the office of the superin- 
tendent, which position he now holds. 


PHILO HOLCOMB, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, At 
lanta, Ga., was born at Smithport, Pa., in 1843. 
He moved to Cincinnati, O., іп 1850, and gradu- 
ated at Hughes High School in 1859. In 1862, he 
learned telegraphy at Cardington, Ohio, and in 
1864, went to Colorado. He was stationed at 
Julesburg, when the Indians burned that office and 
tore down the line for thirty miles. There was no 
railroad then west of the Missouri, and only one 
wire from Omaha to Salt Lake. In 1865, he re- 
turned to Omaha, and worked there for two years. 
His subsequent offices were New Orieans, Vicks- 
burg, Omaha, Chicago, and Memphis. In 1869, he 
moved to Atlanta, with which office he has been 
identified ever since. 

Mr. Holcomb set up the first Milliken, the first 
Stearns, the first polar and the first quadruplex that 
were brought to Atlanta. Не has always taken 
pleasure in the theory of his profession, and has a 
good collection of books and apparatus. 
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MILAN R. HULTS, 


Manager Western Union Telegraph Company, 
Bridgeport, Conn., was bern June 18th, 1858, at 
Manasquan, №. J. He entered the telegraph ser- 
vice there as messenger boy when eleven years old, 
and when 13 years of age secured the position 
of operator there for Pennsylvania Railroad and 
the Western Union Telegraph Company jointly, 
He remained in the employ of one or the other of 
those two companies as Operator or manager until 
1883, when he went into the hotel business, and re- 
mained in that business until 1885, when he went 
to Bridgeport, Conn., as operator for the Western 
Union Telegraph Company. He remained there 
until the spring of 1886, then going to main office, 
New York. He also held position in Broad street 
until the spring of 1888, when returned to Bridge- 
port as secretary and manager of the American 
District Telegraph Company. In fall of 1891 he 
was, in addition to former duties, appointed mana- 
ger of Bridgeport Western Union Telegraph office 
which two positions he now retains, 


WILLIAM ARNOLD HARRIS, 


Manager of the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany, New Haven, Conn., was born January 215, 
1848, at Providence, R. I., and entered the tele- 
graph service for a brief period as clerk at Fall 
River, Mass., in 1864, and afterwards at Providence 
in 1857. He assumed the duties of cashier at 
Hartford, Conn., in April, 1870, and was made 
Manager at Bridgeport, Conn., in September of 
same year. Mr. Harris spent the summer months 
of 1875 in charge of Newport, R. L., office. He 
as been manager at New Haven since June, 1881. 


He is a good electrician and familiar with all 
kinds of apparatus, from the plain every-day Morse 
sets to the most improved dynamotors. Мг. Harris 
is popular socially and is a member of the leading 
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WILLIAM ARNOLD HARRIS. 
clubs, having been vice-commodore of New Haven 
Yacht Club, and he is now commodore of the 
Pequot Association and vice-president of the Con- 
gregational Club. 


Н. E. JENNISON, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, 
Omaha, Neb., was born in Hubbardston, Mass., in 
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November, 1845. He entered the telegraph ser- 
vice on the Union Pacific Railroad, as lineman, in 
Wyomingin 1872. Two years later he took charge 
of construction, as foreman, for the Atlantic and 
Pacific Telegraph Company, between Omaha, Neb., 
and Kansas City, Mo., and Davenport, Іа. In 
1875 he took charge as general foreman of con- 
struction, for the American Union Telegraph Com- 
pany, at Omaha, and continued with that company 
until the consolidation of the company with the 
Western Union Telegraph Company in 1881, since 


which time he has held the position as general 
foreman of construction and repairs, for the Western 


Union Telegraph Company, the third district of the 


Western Division. Mr. Jennison is considered 


one of the most painstaking and thorough construc- 


tion men in the service of the company. 


FRANK KITTON, 


Chief operator Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany, Buffalo, N. Y., was born at St. Clair, Mich., 
July 16th, 1850. He acquired the art of telegraphy 
while engaged in the drug business at that place. 
In the spring of 1868 he entered the service of the 
Western Union Telegraph Company at Detroit, 
Mich., as operator, and was transferred to Buffalo 
for the same company in October, 1869. In 1874 
he was made night chief of the main office in Buf- 
falo, and in 1878 was transferred to the day force 
as assistant chief operator. He received his pres- 
ent appointment as chief operator in charge of the 
entire operating force in 1881. Mr. Kitton was 
actively engaged in the experimental work con- 
nected with the introduction of the duplex and 
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quadruplex systems in the earlier days of multiple 


telegraphy, with the progress of which he has ever 


since been closely associated, and is considered one 
of the most expert electricians in that direction in 
the country. He was four times elected president 
of the Buffalo Electrical Society, and has been an 


active member of that Society since its organiza- 
Mr. Kitton has not confined his 


tion in 1882. 
electrical researches to that branch pertaining to 


telegraphy, but is well known in electric lighting 


and power transmitting circles, and has written 
several papers for the electrical society on these 
subjects. 


CHARLES S. LOEWENTHAL, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, 
Chicago, Ill., was born in Germany, in 1863. His 
parents came to America when he was five years 
of age, and located at Memphis, Tenn., where 
young Loewenthal attended school. His parents 
moved to Chicago, IH, in 1872, where he entered 
the service of the Metropolitan Telegraph Com- 
pany as messenger boy, and in 1876, he was pro- 
moted to the position of operator for the same 
company. ‘Two years later he was advanced to a 
position in the main office, where he remained 
until 1881, when he entered the service of the 
Mutual Union Telegraph Company. He was the 
first operator employed in the service of that com- 
pany, west of Cleveland, and remained with it until 
it was absorbed by the Western Union Telegraph 
Company, in 1883. Не then transferred his servi- 
ces to acommission firm, and in 1884 he returned to 
the service of the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany. Mr. Loewenthal has been the agent for 
Telegraph Age, in the Chicago office for four 
years, and recently he was promoted to a more 
lucrative position on the Board of Trade, where he 
transmits the quotations to the outside world from 
the pits. 
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Р. J. CASEY, 


Manager of the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany, 23d street and Fifth avenue, New York, has 
been aptly described by George Alfred Townsend, 
in his “Notes about Town,” as а “veteran and 
thoroughly representative telegrapher,” and he 
might have added that there was probably no one 
in the telegraph service, occupying a similar posi- 
tion, better or more favorably known, both in and 
out of the profession than Һе. 

P. J. Casey entered the service of the American 
Telegraph Company in 1861, as messenger in the 
Metropolitan Hotel office, New York city. 

In 1863, young Casey was transferred to the main 
office at 145 Broadway, and was assigned to duty 
as office boy. In the following year he bloomed 
into an operator and worked a register on one of 
the city wires. His ambition, however, was to read 
by sound and before a great while he became an 
expert sound operator. Не was transferred to the 
Superintendent’s office, in 1870, as relief operator 
and manager, and in this capacity, worked іп 
nearly all the principal branch offices, acquiring 
valuable experience, which contributed largely 
toward making him the model manager which he 
has since come to be regarded. 

In 1876, when the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany occupied the building at 12 West 23d st., Mr. 
Casey was placed in charge there and remained in 
that position until the new building erected by the 


company, at the corner of 23d street and Fifth 


avenue was completed, in 1883, when he was ap- 
pointed manager of that very important office, 


which position he still holds. This is the principal 
up town office of the company, and is the terminus 
of the tube system. Mr. Casey’s assignment to so 
responsible a charge was a just recognition of his 
long and faithful service and his eminent fitness for 
the place. | | 
In 1870, Mr. Casey was appointed manager of 
the West End Hotel office at Long Branch, and 
represented the Western Union Telegraph inter- 
ests at that section of the Branch every summer 
thereafter until 1883, when he was placed in charge 
of all the offices ot the company at Long Branch. 
In the spring of 1883, Mr. Casey organized the 
Long Branch District Telegraph and Messenger 
Company, of which he is stil] president. He felt 
that such service was needed at the Branch, and 
would be largely patronized, and the remarkable 
success achieved by the company has amply justi- 
fied his expectations. He was probably the first 
to introduce successfully the use of bicycles in con- 
nection with the district messenger service. The 
company owns a couple of dozen first-class bicycles 
and the messengers present a pleasing sight in 
their bright uniforms, mounted on their wheels, 
There is an extensive night patrol established by 
the company, for the purpose of guarding the 
cottages of its subscribers, which has rendered 
good service in preventing robberies, capturing 
burglars and extinguishing fires. Although in 
operation only four months of each year, yet there 
is perhaps no district company in the country that 
yields so handsome a returnon the capital invested. 
Mr. Casey possesses a bright genial disposition 
and has the happy faculty of making and retaining 
friends. He has good natural ability, a singularly 
clear judgment and what Sir Joshua Reynolds 
called genius, namely: the capacity for hard work. 
If his past record be any indication of his 
future he will achieve in an eminent degree what 
we are all striving to attain—success. | 


JOSEPH W. LARISH, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, Bos- 
ton, Mass.,was born at Fountain Springs, Pa., March 
31st, 1848. During atwo years course of study at 
the Lewisburg, Pa., University, һе picked up the 
art of telegraphy at the railroad office in that town, 
in 1864. His first office was at Lock Haven, Pa., 
on the Philadelphia and Erie Railroad. He became 
manager at Kane, Ра., іп 1866, and went to Kansas 
in 1867, and for three years was operator in the 
office of the general manager of the Kansas Pacific 
Railroad. Returning east in 1870, he entered the 
service of the Western Union Telegraph Company, 
at Buffalo, N. Y., where he remained as night press 
operator for four years, and was made repeater 
chief, in charge of quadruplex and other repeating 
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apparatus until 1884, when he was appointed man- 
ager of the Baltimore and Ohio Telegraph 
Company at Buffalo. He was made assistant 
superintendent in 1886, and subsequently became 
superintendent of that company at Boston, Mass., 
which position he held at the time when the com- 
pany was absorbed by the Western Union Tele- 
graph Company, after which he was appointed in 
1887, electrician for the latter company in New 
England (third and fourth districts), which position 
he now holds. He is the inventor of several im- 
provements in quadruplex apparatus, which the 
Baltimore and Ohio Company used successfully, 
and which are now the property of the Western 


Susquehanna county, Pa., December 29, 1842. He 
studied telegraphy in the office of the Delaware, 
Lackawanna and Western Railroad at Montrose 
Station, Pa., in 1858. He was next operatorand agent 
from 1858 to 1861, when he accepted a position as 
operator for the Old American Telegraph Company 
in Washington, D. C. In 1864, he was made night 
chief operator. He was almost immediately pro- 
moted to day chief operator, acting as assistant 
manager. This position he retained until 1870, 
when he was appointed night manager of the 
Western Union Telegraph Company. In 1873, 
he was made assistant manager. In 1884, he 
was appointed manager of the Western Union 
Telegraph Company, which position һе still 
holds. 

Mr. Marean has done some very efficient and 
praiseworthy work both for the company and its 


JOSEPH W. LARISH. 


Union Telegraph Company. Не is also the co- 
inventor, with Mr. Clausen, of the electric semaphore 
block signal system, now used on the Boston and 
Maine Railroad. Since occupying his present 
position, he has originated and carried out numer- 
ous wise economies, among them, the application 
of the Edison 110 volt lighting leads, direct to the 
main switchboard at Boston and other offices, thus 
displacing about 8000 cells of battery ; also super- 
imposing the secondary circuit of motor-dynamos 
upon these same leads, to get any desired voltage 
above 110, and releasing 10,000 additional cells at 
Boston alone. His reputation as a practical elec- 
trician is such, that his opinion is eagerly sought 
by others. 


MORELL MAREAN, 


Manager of the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany, Washington, D. C., was born at Hartford, 


MORELL MAREAN. 


patrons. He assisted in restoring the broken cir- 
cuits at the great fires of Baltimore, Chicago and 
Pittsburgh. He had entire charge of the press 
service at Long Branch and Cleveland during 
President Garfield's illness and funeral. He had 
charge of the Morse Memorial in the House cf 
Representatives. 

Upon the opening of the New Orleans E xposi- 
tion in 1884, Mr. Marean took entire charge of the 
telegraph arrangements. For his valuable work to 
the management of the Exposition, Mr. Marean was 
presented with a handsome ring inscribed as follows: 
“ Morell Marean. From the Board of Management 
in appreciation of his efficient services at \\ hite 
House, in opening by electricity the World’s Ex- 
position, New Orleans, Dec. 16, 1884.” 
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CHARLES E. MICHAELS, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, San 
Antonio, Tex., was born in Portland, Maine, De- 
cember 4th, 1860. He moved to Illinois when 
quite young and learned telegraphy in 1874. Не 
first worked for the Chicago, Burlington and 
Quincy Railroad, when F. H. Tubbs was superin- 
tendent of that road. He went to Colorado during 
the Leadville excitement in the latter part of 1878, 
and was at the front when the Atchison, Topeka 
and Santa Fe was fighting the Denver and Rio 
Grande Railroad at the point of the gun for right 
of way through the Grand Cafion to Leadville. As 
the latter won the fight and spread their narrow 
gauge through the “ Royal Gorge,” and ultimately 
reached Leadville, he found a lucrative position 
with the Cafion City Coal Company and opened up 
the first set of books for that corporation in Rock- 
vale, Colo. He then went to Pueblo, as operator, 
for the Western Union Telegraph Company in 
1882, and was appointed manager at Albuquerque, 
New Mexico, in 1883. Не went to Deming, N. M., 
in 1885, when Deming was the southern “ relaying” 
point for the overland апа he next accepted a po- 
sition as a train dispatcher for the Mexican Inter- 
national at Piedras Negras, Mexico, while that road 
was under construction and remained with them 
until they reached their then objective point, Tor- 
геоп, and a connection with the Mexican Central 
Railroad was effected. He then located in San 
ы: и in 1888, and was shortly after- 
Union сан е manager of the Western 
тие а a 1 Company, by manager J. L. New- 

ul retains that position. He has es- 


tablished an excellent reputation and has the en- 
tire confidence of his superiors. 


J. F. MARSHALL, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, San 
Antonio, Tex., was born at Millican, Texas, March 
12th, 1863. His parents moved from there to 
Waco, Texas. In 1867 he moved to Jacksboro, 
Texas, and in 1877 he entered the service of the 
United States Military Telegraph and Signal Ser- 
vice as lineman and messenger ; the present chief 
signal officer, Gen. A. W. Greely, was superintend- 
ent. In 1878 he was sent to Decatur, Texas, as 
manager, this being his first office. In 1879 was 
sent back to Jacksboro, as manager, and was ap- 
pointed chief operator of the Rio Grande division 
of the military line, by Lieutenant L. F. Sebree, 
superintendent of the military lines, March, 1, 1883. 
He remained with the United States Military until 
October 1st, 1883, when he was given a position in 
the Western Union Telegraph office, as operator 
and book-keeper, under manager W. A. Pillow, and 
in 1885 was appointed chief operator by manager 
J. L. Newton, which position he creditably holds 


to the present day. 


JOHN G. McNERNY, 


Was born at Dunkirk, N. Y., on March 28th, 1867, 
and is therefore 26 years old. He attended the 
High School Academy, and at the age of 15, 
secured a position as messenger, in the Lake Shore 
Railway telegraph office in Dunkirk. A year later 
he was promoted to be operator, and three months 
afterwards resigned to go with a construction gang, 
on the Western Union lines between Erie, Pa., 
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and Buffalo, №. Y. One year later, he was ap- 
pointed acting manager of the Western Union 
office in Dunkirk, during the temporary absence of 
manager John A. Townsend. In January, 1885, 
having a liking for line building, Mr. McNerny 
accepted the position of lineman for the Western 
Union at Dunkirk. 

In January, 1886, he was transferred to Buffalo, 
where he was placed in charge of the repair work 
on the American Rapid and Mutual Union lines 
between Buffalo, Dunkirk and Springville, №. Y. 


operator, at the local office of the Lake Shore and 
Michigan Southern Railway in Chicago. In 1869, 
Mr. McElroy went to Omaha as ticket agent of 
the Chicago and Northwestern Railway, which he 
held until 1873, when he was appointed travelling 
passenger agent for the Pittsburgh, Fort Wayne 
and Chicago Railroad, covering Тома, Kansas, 
Missouri, Nebraska, Colorado, Wyoming and 
Utah. Later he was in the employ of the Union 
Pacific Railroad, and then the Atlantic and Pacific 
Telegraph Company. Still later, Mr. McElroy еп. 


JOHN G. McNERNY. 


In 1890, he was selected by superintendent Barnard 
of the Western Union, to take charge of a construc- 
tion gang to build lines in the vicinity of Pittsburgh, 
Pa. He returned to Buffalo, in 1892, and was ap- 
pointed foreman of construction for the city of 
Buffalo, for the same company. He has been a 
prominent member of the Buffalo Electrical Aid 
Association, and a year ago was elected its presi- 
dent, which office he has filled with highest com- 
mendations from the members generally. 


W. A. McELROY, 


Assistant traffic chief, Western Union Telegraph 
Company, Omaha, Neb., was born in Oneida 
county, New York, 1842. At the age of 14, was 
employed in the Express and Post office at Oneida, 
in which was located the New York, Albany and 
Buffalo Telegraph office. J. D. Reid, in 1857, 
appointed Mr. McElroy manager at Batavia, New 
York, which position was held until 1863, when he 
accepted a position as assistant ticket agent and 


W. A. McELROY. 


tered the employ of the Baltimore and Ohio Rail- 
road, as travelling passenger agent, covering the 
same territory as with the Pittsburgh, Fort Wayne 
and Chicago Railroad. He was with the American 
Union Telegraph Company, until the consolidation 
with the Western Union, since which time he has 
been with the Western Union Telegraph Company, 
at Omaha. Mr. McElroy’s ripe experience and 
intelligence makes him a valuable man for the 
company. 


LEWIS McKISICK, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, San 
Francisco, Cal., was born at Memphis, Tenn., No- 
vember 17th, 1866. Не went to California іп 1879. 
Took the degree of Ph D. at the University of Ca- 
lifornia in 1890. Entering the service of the 
Western Union Telegraph Company at San Jose, 
in August, 1890, leaving there in November the 
same year for a position in the main office of same 
company at San Francisco, Cal., which position he 
still holds. 
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LEWIS McKISICK. 


JAMES S. McGINNESS, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, San 
Francisco, Cal., was born December 25th, 1865, at 
Virginia City, Nevada. He began his telegraph 
career as messenger for the American District Tele- 
С Сотрапу, in San Francisco, 1880. Не took 
first office іп 1882, and has been in the San 
Гапсіѕсо Western Union, main office, ever since. 


1. М. MILLER, Jr., 


Was born at New Vienna, Ohio, November 29, 
1868, and after graduating from high school at the 
age of 16, commenced the study of telegraphy, in 
the telegraph office at that place. After six 
months practice, he was tendered the agency for 
the Columbus and Cincinnati Midland Railroad 
Company, at Sabina, Ohio, which position he held 
until December, 1885, when he resigned to accept 
the position of night operator for the Cincinnati, 
Washington and Baltimore Railroad at New 
Vienna, Ohio. After two years service at the latter 
place, and desiring to fit himself for more respon- 
sible positions, he entered the main office of the 
Western Union Telegraph Company, at Cincinnati, 
working as operator during the day, and pursuing 
the study of shorthand at night school. After 
three months study of shorthand, he was tendered 
a position as stenographer in the office of the 
general manager of the East Tennessee, Virginia, 
and Georgia Railroad, at Knoxville, Tenn., which he 
occupied until the following year, 1881, when he was 
appointed private secretary to the superintendent 
of transportion of that system. Upon the resigna- 
tion of the latter official, in February, 1889, he left 
the service of that railroad to accept the position of 
operator in the general office of the Denver, Texas 
and Fort Worth Railroad, at Denver, Colo. Being 
desirous of locating in California, he was offered and 
accepted the position of private secretary to Frank 
Jaynes, superintendent of the Pacific district of the 
Western Union Telegraph Company, at San Fran- 
cisco, in July, 1889, which position he occupied until 
January 15, 1893, when he was appointed chief 
clerk of the district. 
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W. J. MARTIN, 


Chief operator of the Western Union Telegraph 
Company at San Francisco, Cal, was born in Mon- 
terey, Cal., in September, 1862. Не entered the 
telegraph ѕегуісе аѕ messenger boy, at Salinas, Cal., 
in 1876, where he learned the telegraph business. 
His first employment in the capacity of operator 
was іп the town of his birth, having been appointed 
operator at Monterey, in 1877, which position he 
held until 1878, when he was transferred to Salinas, 
Cal. Не resigned the latter position to accept 
employment as night operator for the American 
District and Western Union Telegraph Company, 
at San Jose, Cal. After eight months stay in San 
Jose, he was transferred to a position as operator 
in the San Francisco office. He was appointed 
manager at Stockton, Cal., in 1883, but resigned 
early in 1885, on account of poor health and re- 
turned to the key at San Francisco. Early in 
1886, he was appointed manager at Sacramento, 
Cal., and held that position until the latter part of 
1887, when he was appointed chief operator at San 
Francisco, which position he now holds. 


JOHN McROBIE, 


Manager of the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany, San Francisco, Cal., was born at Montreal, 
Can., February 15th, 1856. He entered the tele- 
graph service as office boy for the Montreal Tele- 
graph Company, in Montreal, in 1868. He was 
operator in the main office and оп the Corn Ex- 
change, Montreal, from 1869 to 1871. He was 
afterwards operator in the Toronto office of the 
Dominion Telegraph Company in 1871; night 


press operator for the Western Union Telegraph 
Company, at Grand Rapids, Mich., in 1872; night 
press operator, Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany, Detroit, Mich., in 1873; operator Western 
Union Telegraph Company, Chicago, 11, February 
to May, 1874; operator for the Atlantic and Pa- 
cific Telegraph Сотралу, Chicago, HNI., May to 
December, 1874; he was operator and division 
chief operator for the Western Union Telegraph 
Company, in Chicago, from January, 1875, to Au- 


JOHN McROBIE. 


gust, 1881; manager of the same company at Peoria, 
IH., until December, 1883; cashier and transfer 
agent Western Union Telegraph Company, Chi- 
cago, IIL, to August, 1885 ; manager Mutual Union 
Telegraph Company, Chicago, lll., to May, 1886; 
manager of the Board of Trade District, for the 
Western Union Telegraph Company to September, 
1887, and manager and transfer agent of the West 
ern Union Telegraph Company, at San Francisco, 
Cal., October, 1887, to date. 


ISAAC MORRIS, 


Chief operator Western Union, Cleveland, O., born 
Great Malvern England, August 4th, 1853. En- 
tered employ of Electric and International Tele- 
graph Company, as messenger in 1863, at Dudley- 
Port, and in 1867 took charge of Soho office, a 
manufacturin х suburb of Birmingham; double and 
single needle systems were in use at these places. 
His first experience with the Morse system was 
when the telegraphs were turned over to the gov- 
ernment in 1870, and he transferred to Birming- 


ham city office. 
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ISAAC MORRIS. 


Here he became proficient with the several sys- 
tems then gathered together by the government's 
consolidation of all companies into one system, in- 
cluding Wheatstone. 

In 1872, Mr. Morris followed friends to the 
United States, but did not enter the telegraphic 
field till April, 1878, at Buffalo, N.Y., having become 
familiar with the American code, etc., by visiting 
Buffalo office during the previous winter evenings, 
through the permission of E. P. Wright, super- 


MICHAEL LEONARD MORGAN. 
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intendent, of whose district Buffalo then formed 
a part. 

At the time of the struggle іп ’83, Morris was 
night traffic chief, and found himself, when the 
strike was declared a failure, debarred from return- 
ing to service at that point, and accepted a position 
with the Western Union, at Cleveland, О. Has 
served the company at that point as all night chief, 
night traffic chief, assistant chief operator, and on 
the death of O. A. Gurley, was appointed chief oper- 


ator, January, 1893. 


MICHAEL LEONARD MORGAN, 


Manager of the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany, at Albany, №. Y., was born at Albany, N. Y., 
and entered the profession as operator for the New 
York, Albany and Buffalo Telegraph Company, at 
Castleton, N. Y., in 1858. In 1862 he was trans- 
ferred to Albany, where he has been ever since. 
He is one of the most faithful menin the telegraph 
service. 
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LEWIS J. MAXWELL, 


Of Savannah, Ga., one of the best known Western 
Union managers in the south, was born in Griffin, 
Ga., in 1865. In 1879, at the age of fourteen years, 
he took charge of the branch telegraph office at 
the Brown House, in Macon, Ga. Не showed an 
early aptness for telegraphy, and developed those 
characteristics of accuracy and accommodation, 
which are the making of men in any calling, In 
this position, young Maxwell made enough money 
to complete his education, and after two years at 
the key, he attended the University of the South, 
Suwanee, Tenn. After his course was finished, he 


returned to the work in which he had made such a 
good start, and in 1883, commenced life in his 
chosen calling. He worked as telegraph operator 
in Macon, Charlotte, Lynchburg, and was promptly 
noted as strictly first-class in the manipulation of 
the key. In 1885, his capacity was singularly 
recognized by his appointment as manager of the 
Southern Telegraph Company, in Augusta. He 
remained in that position until 1888, when, in April 
of that year, the companies were consolidated. He 
had made a reputation as operator, chief operator, 
and manager, and had gained hundreds of friends for 
his company in Augusta. He was marked for 
having first-class men around him. His conduct 
of the office, and extensive ability in the manage- 
ment of the business, were highly complimented. 
Mr. Maxwell continued at the key for the Western 
Union Company, in Augusta, forsix months, when 
superintendent J. A. Brenner appointed him man- 
ager of the Savannah office. Since he took charge 
at Savannah, the facilities for work have been greatly 
improved, and modern appliances have been em- 
ployed. The Savannah office is regarded as one 
of the best managed and most progressive in the 
south. It has been brought to the standard of the 
best paying class. Mr. Maxwellis highly esteemed 
by the officers and employes of the Western Union 
Company, and he also enjoys the full confidence of 
the people of Savannah. 
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JERRY L. NEWTON, 


Has been manager of the Western Union Telegraph 
Company’s San Antonio, Texas office, for the past 
eleven years. San Antonio has a population of 
50,000, hence the Western Union office there is of 
considerable importance. Mr. Newton, when quite 
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young, ran away from home and entered the Union 
Army in 1862. He was assigned to the First 
Indiana Cavalry, and with a detachment from his 
regiment and the Fifth Kansas Cavalry, he was 
detailed for scouting duty. Later he was detailed 
with others to escort a supply train from Pine 
Bluff to Camden, Arkansas, to supply Steele’s 
army. On the return of this train after sharp 
skirmishing for hours, and finally a decided battle 
with the enemy, he was captured with the majority 
of the escort and made a prisoner of war, being 
sent to a Confederate stockade prison near Tyler, 
Texas. While there many hardships were experi- 
enced. He was among the prisoners who tun- 
neled out of prison, escaped, and was run down by 
blood-hounds. Не was returned to prison and re- 
mained there until exchanged in 1865, when he 
was sent to his command and soon after wounded. 
His name now adorns the much talked of United 
States pension roll. Mr. Newton was mustered out 
of the United States service in 1865. 

During the years of 1866 and '67, he was a justice 
of the peace, and taught a school in the country. 
In 1868 he entered the service of the Western 
Union Telegraph Company, under Col. Lara C. 
Baker, now superintendent of South-Western Dis- 
trict of said company, and has been continually 
with him since. Mr. Newton is 49 years of age, 
and bids fair to live many more. He is a good 
manager and his work speaks for itself. He has 
the respect and confidence of his superiors as well 
as those in his management. 
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JOHN Н. OWENS, 


Night chief operator Western Union Telegraph 
Company, Omaha, Neb., was born on a farm in 
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Saline County, Mo., February 12th, 1862. Не en- 
tered the service of the Western Union Telegraph 
Company, as messenger at Sedalia, Mo., in 1877. 
He was night chief for the Postal Telegraph Com- 
pany in 1884 and 1885 at Kansas City. He went 
to Omaha in 1886 for the United Press and re- 
mained with that corporation two and a half years. 
Leaving the United Press he went to work for the 
Western Union Telegraph Company and was ap- 


pointed night chief operator in 1890. 


CHARLES L. POND, 


All night chief operator Western Union Telegraph 
Company, Omaha, Neb, was born at Lawrence, 
Mich., February rst, 1866, but removed early in 
life to Utica, N. Y. After working in a printing 
office and as a book-keeper, he learned telegraphy, 
and in 1884 entered the service of the Bankers and 
Merchants Telegraph Company, at Utica, as oper- 
ator. In 1885 he went to Syracuse, №. Y., and 
worked as operator for the Western Union Tele- 
graph Company until April rst, 1887, when he re- 
moved to Omaha, Neb., to accept a more lucrative 
position with the same company. In November, 
1888, Mr. Pond resigned and accepted a position 
with the Union Pacific Railroad Company at its 
headquarters, returning to the Western Union 
Telegraph Company, however, in November, 1890. 
November 151, 1891, he was promoted to be 
night wire chief, and on September 12th, 1893, to 
the position of all night chief operator. Mr. Pond 
has the reputation of being one of the swiftest 
operators in the company’s service. 
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ALLEN М. PENNOCK, 
Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, Chat- 


tanooga, Tenn, was born in Bordentown, N. J., 
September oth, 1857. In 1867 he was employed 
as messenger for the old Camden and Amboy Rail- 
road, at their general offices, Bordentown, N. J. 
In 1869 he was made manager for the Western 
Union Telegraph Company, at Bordentown, N. J. 
About 1873, D. H. Bates, then superintendent 
for the Western Union Telegraph Company, Phil- 
adelphia, Pa., sent Pennock to Vineland, М. J., 
and Bridgeton, N. J., in company with a New York 
Herald correspondent, as special operator to report 
the Free Love episode, as many will remember ter- 
minated in the Landis-Carruth shooting affray. 
On his return to Philadelphia, he was appointed 
manager of Chester, Pa., in 1874-75, resigning to 
accept night managership for the Atlantic and 
Pacific Telegraph Company at the Centennial, 
Philadelphia, in 1876. Before the close of the 
Centennial, he left for Baltimore, Md., where he 
was employed for a few months by Baltimore, and 
Ohio Railroad Company at Camden Station, Balti- 
more. The Atlantic and Pacific Telegraph Com- 
pany needed ап all night chief at Baltimore, and 
Pennock was accepted. Не remained until this 
company was absorbed, when he went to Parkers- 
burg, W. Va., for Baltimore and Ohio Railroad 
Company. From there he took to roaming, going 
to Cincinnati, St. Louis, Chicago, and finally arrived 
in New York about December, 1877. Mr. Pennock 
reported the Gravesend races, the first time that 
office was opened, | 
Оп his return to New York, he was sent to New 
Haven, Conn., forthe summer, and on his arrival in 
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New York, September 15th, 1878, the yellow fever 
was raging in the south. Mr. Pennock offered his 
services, and general superintendent JohnVan Horn 
sent him to Chattanooga where he has been chief 
operator ever since—excepting a year or two at 
Richmond, Va., where he acted as quadruplex chief. 


J. EDWIN PALMER, 


Manager of the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany, Flagstaff, Ariz., was born in KirLy, Vermont, 
January 22nd, 1842, and learned telegraphy in Pitts- 
burgh, Ра. Mr. Palmer worked in Colonel Rowe's 
district for fifteen years, previous to October, 1883, 
when he transferred to superintendent Dickey’s 
district, remaining until October, 1890, when he 
was transferred to superintendent Jayne's district, 
where he still remains as above mentioned. 


C. E. PAGE, 


Manager of the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany, Cincinnati, Ohio, was born near Adams, 
N. Y., December 25th, 1849, and learned the tele- 
graphic art in Belleville, N. Y., in 1869, while em- 
ployed as clerk in a country store. He took charge 
of the office after four weeks instructions. The 
town was about to lose their telegraph connection 
on account of the office not paying expenses, and 
young Page was prevailed upon by the business 
men of the place, to learn theart. After serving 
the old Montreal Telegraph Company three years 
at Belleville, he was in 1872, appointed assistant 
agent and operator for the Rome, Watertown and 
Ogdensburg Railroad, at Camden, №. Y. In 1873, 
he entered the service of the Western Union Tele- 
graph Company at Utica, N. Y., and worked as 


C. E. PAGE. 


operator at different points until 1878, when he was 
appointed manager for the Atlantic and Pacific 
Telegraph Company, at Peoria, Ill., and in 1879, he 
transferred to the Cincinnati office of the same 
company, and assigned to the position of night 
manager. When the American Union Telegraph 
Company opened its office in Cincinnati, Mr. Page 
was chosen manager, and served the company in 
that capacity until the consolidation with the 
Western Union Telegraph Company, when he was 
transferred to the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany as cashier of the Cincinnati office. One year 
later, he was advanced to the position of manager, 
and at the same time was appointed transfer agent 
for the 7th district central division, in which posi- 
tion he is still serving. Mr. Page takes great pride 
in the fact that during his management of Cincin- 
nati office, he has succeeded in maintaining a mon- 
opoly for his company in the various hotels, and 
has controlled the exclusive patronage of the news- 


papers. 


ELISHA RYDER, 


Manager of the Western Union Telegraph office, 
at Hartford, Conn., completed histwenty-fifth year 
as an office manager for that company, on Decem- 
ber 31st, 1892. Mr. Ryder was born in Rochester, 
Mass., March 25, 1849. In February, 1862, when 
thirteen years of age, he was employed as errand 
boy and clerk of the depot restaurant, at Tremont, 
Mass., the junction of the Cape Cod and Fairhaven 
branch railroads. While here, he was soon able 
to attend to the telegraph business of the place. 
In September, 1865, he accepted a position with 


136 


—— ee ee рә 
EE O E AE- = 


Isaac Keith, station agent at West Sandwich, 
Mass., having entire charge of the railroad, postal 
and telegraph business, also keeping the books for 
Isaac Keith and Son, car builders. 

In November, 1867, the car shops were destroyed 
by fire. Мг. Ryder then turned his attention to 
the telegraph business exclusively, and was ар. 
pointed manager of the Western Union Telegraph 
office, at Hyannis, Mass., January Ist, 1868. Re- 
maining there but six months, he was transferred 
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ELISHA RYDER. 


by superintendent Charles F. Wood, to the man- 
agement of the office at Meriden, Conn., July 21, 
1868. He remained there for thirteen years, until 
the consolidation of the Western Union and 
American Union Telegraph Companies, in 1881, 
when he was transferred to the office at Bridgeport, 
Conn., by superintendent Thomas Roche. On 
December 1, 1883, Mr. Ryder was transferred by 
superintendent W. С. Humstone to the Hartford 
office, which position he still occupies, 


W. J. RUSLAND, 


Traffic chief, Western Union Telegraph Company, 
Omaha, Neb., was born at Perth, Ontario, January 
18th, 1858. Не entered the telegraph service as 
messenger for the Dominion Telegraph Company, 
at Whitby, September 18th, 1872. А year later, 
he was employed as an operator for the same сот. 
pany, at Port Perry, and later at Lindsay and 
various other points, in the Dominion’s service, up 
to August, 1880, when Mr. Rusland entered the 
service of the Western Union Telegraph Company, 
at Omaha, as an Operator. He was later on pro- 
Moted to the positions of wire chief, night chief 


W. J. RUSLAND. 


operator, and in 1886, was appointed traffic chief, 
which position he has since filled with great credit 
to himself and the company. Mr. Rusland is a 
perfect encyclopedia on matters pertaining to the 
telegraph service in the west; has the reputation of 
being a great hustler and is very popular. 


WILLIAM SANDFORD, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, Gads- 
den, Ala., was born in Fayetteville, №. С., May 24, 
1833. 

While attending school he learned telegraphy on 
the Washington and New Orleans Telegraph Com- 
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pany’s lines, and on October 1, 1850, he took charge 
of the office at Fayetteville. After remaining there 
a year, he was transferred to Raleigh, N. С. Mr. 
John Kendall was the general superintendent of 
the company. Mr. Sandford was next transferred 
to Washington, D. C., where he remained three 
months, and to Philadelphia, where he remained 
two years. At that time, in 1858, the Magnetic 
Telegraph Company, which was the lessee of the 
Washington and New Orleans Telegraph property, 
had but seven wires to New York, and it was a 
common occurrence whenever it rained to abandon 
six of the circuits that the seventh could be main- 
tained, so poor was the insulation in those days. 

In 1858, Mr. Sandford was appointed manager 
of the Lynchburg and Abingdon Telegraph office, 
at Lynchburg. While there, the stirring times of 
the war commenced, and the message announcing 
the fall of Fort Sumter, passed through his hands 
from W. H. Hess, the superintendent. In 1862, 
president Dr. №. 5. Morris, appointed Mr. Sand- 
ford, manager at Mobile, Ala., and heacted in that 
capacity until May, 1881. 

He then built and operated the Mobile and Gulf 
Telegraph line, from Mobile to Fort Morgan, and 
in 1885, accepted the managership of the Western 
Union Telegraph office, at Gadsden, Ala., and the 
Southern Bell Telephone Exchange. Mr. Sand- 
ford’s telegraph service covers a period of forty- 
four years. 
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EMIL М. SHAPE, 


Chief operator of the Western Union Telegraph 
Company, Milwaukee, Wis., was born in Saxony, 
Germany, December 25th, 1842. Не сате to this 
country with his parents when he was twelve years 
of age, residing in New York city until 1857, when 
he removed to Milwaukee, Wis. In 1858 he stud- 


ied telegraphy and soon after acted as extra oper- 
ator and agent until 1860. Having become quite 
proficient, he was called to the general manager's 
office, at Milwaukee, where he held the position of 
assistant dispatcher for a time, when he left the rail- 
road service and entered the Western Union Tele- 
graph Company's service, at Milwaukee, Wis. 
Early in 1864 he went south and entered the Corps 
of Military Telegraphers, at first being employed 
in Nashville city office, under Captain Van Duzer, 
but after two months was transferred to the head- 
quarters General George H. Thomas, commanding 
the Department of the Cumberland, where he re- 
mained as operator and confidential cipher clerk 
until the close of the war, when he returned to 
Milwaukee, and again entered the employ of the 
Western Union Telegraph Company. In 1867 he 
was appointed chief operator, and holds that posi- 
tion at the present day. 

When he first entered the Milwaukee office it 
contained in all four wires and employed three 
Operators, now it contains over one hundred im- 
portant circuits, with a force of forty-five operators. 


THAD. M. SCHNELL, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, Des 
Moines, Iowa, was born at Clearfield, Pa., February 
16th, 1835, and learned telegraphy in the year 1851, 
under W. A. М. Grier, of Danville, Pa., who estab- 
lished telegraph offices, and instructed operators, 
on the Susquehanna river, north and west branch 
lines, just completed between Bellefonte and Phil- 
adelphia. Mr. Schnell continued in charge of the 
Bellefonte office several years, when he was ар" 
pointed instructor, and commissioned to open up 
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new offices. In 1853 he was appointed assistant 
to S. H. Brooks, manager of the Atlantic and Ohio 
Telegraph lines at Harrisburg, Pa. In 1856 he 
took charge of the Erie Railway Telegraph office at 
Elmira, N. Y., under L. G. Tillotson, superintend- 
ent, where he remained until the war broke out in 
1861, when he entered the United States Military 
Telegraph Corps at Washington. Mr. Schnell 
was assigned to duty with the army of the Potomac, 
at various points: Fortress Monroe, Cherry Stone 
Landing, Hagerstown, Md., Wilmington, Del., 
and other places. On account of ill health, he left 
the army and returned to the Erie Railway, and in 
1868 was manager of the Western Union Telegraph 
office at Titusville, Pa. From there, in 1869, he 
went to work for the Western Union Telegraph 
Company in Chicago, where he remained until 
after the big fire in 1871, when he went to Jackson, 
Mich., as superintendent of the American Tele- 
graph Company, a local organization. In 1873 he 
was made manager of a district of the American 
District Telegraph Company until 1874, when he 
went to Des Moines, Iowa, to take press report for 
the Atlantic and Pacific Telegraph Company. He 
has worked in Chicago several times since, but is 
now emyloyed by the Western Union Telegraph 
Company, and resides in Des Moines. 


B. C. SHEARER, 


Manager of the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany, Reno, Nevada, is a native of California, 
being born in San Jose, Santa Clara county, Cal., 
Мау 28, 1852. Не began telegraphy in 1868, at 
Lincoln, Cal., at the age of 16 years, and has 


Union ever since. He is well known toall the old 
time telegraphers of the Pacific coast. For several 
years past he has had charge of the multiplex 
repeaters at Reno. From 1871 to 1877, he was 
well known on the old overland press circuit. 
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SAMUEL STEWART, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, Buf- 
falo, N. Y., was born at Huntsville, Logan county, 
Ohio, on March 2156, 1846. 

His first experience in telegraphy was in 1861, 
in the Bellefontaine, Ohio, office of the old Mad 
River Railroad. After having gained sufficient 
knowledge of the business to enable him to take 
an office, he accepted a situation at Bridgeport, 
Ohio, where he remained about a year. 

After leaving Bridgeport, he had charge of a 
gang of men to construct the telegraph line on the 
Atlantic and Great Western Railroad, from War- 
ren to Dayton, Ohio, and opened offices at Mans- 
field, Urbana, Springfield and other points. 

After completing his labors on this line, he was 
appointed manager of the Dayton office, in 1864. 
Three months later, he resigned this position to go 
west, and accepted a position under manager Scott 
of the old Caton line at Dubuque, Iowa. A year 
later, he went to Cairo, Ill., and afterwards worked 
in Chicago, Denver, St. Louis, Cincinnati, and 
other offices. 

In 1874, he accepted a position in the Western 
Union Telegraph office, at Buffalo, N. Y., where he 
has remained ever since. 

Mr. Stewart has acceptably filled the positions 
of wire chief, repeater chief, and is now general 


worked almost continuously for the Western traffic chief. Outside of the field of telegraphy, 
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Mr. Stewart has been prominent as a society man, 
particularly in the Order of Elks and the Royal 
Arcanum, where he has been for several years a 
member of the Grand Council of New York state, 


and has been elected Grand Orator. 


GEORGE SENF, 


Manager of the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany, Sacramento, Cal., commenced his telegraph 
career, at Attica, N. Y., in 1852. He went to Cal- 
ifornia by the way of Panama, and commenced 
work for the old California State Telegraph Com- 
pany, April 15th, 1854. Не has been continually 
employed by the California State and the Western 
Union Telegraph Companies ever since. He was 
manager at Virginia City during the Comstock 
mining excitement, and was the only operator in 
San Francisco, from August, 1854, until October, 
1855,the force then consisting of operator, book- 
keeper and messenger boy. Не received the first 
President's message ever sent by telegraph to the 
coast, on December 2, 1862. He is now located 
at Sacramento, as manager of the Western Union 
Telegraph Company. Mr. Senf, in the old days, 
was known as the “ Noah of Graffy,” on the Pacific 
coast. “ Graffy” was а nick-name for telegraph. 


WILLIAM SALISBURY, 


Wire chief of the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany, at Omaha, Neb., was born in St. Louis, Mo., 
December 23, 1864. He went with the Brush 
Electric Light Company, at Cleveland, O., in July, 
1880. In August, 1882, Mr. Salisbury accepted the 
position of inspector for the Gold and Stock Tele- 
graph Company, at Detroit, Mich., which position 


WILLIAM SALISBURY. 


he held until July 1st, 1887, when he accepted a 
more responsible position in the same depart- 
ment, at Cleveland, Ohio, which was held until June, 
1891,when he was transferred to Omaha, as wire 
chief. Mr. Salisbury is acknowledged as being one 
of the best posted electricians in the company’s 
service in the west. 


SAMUEL H. STRUDWICK, 


Manager of the Wheatstone Department of the 
Western Union Telegraph Company, San Fran- 
cisco, Cal., entered the telegraph service for the 
English government, in London, England, in 1870. 
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He came to the United States in 1882 with several 
others, to introduce the Wheatstone system on the 
overland lines of the Western Union Telegraph 
Company. In September, 1882, Mr. Strudwick 
started the first Wheatstone circuit in America, 
between Chicago and New York. Later on he ex- 
tended the system west, equipping the offices at St. 
Louis, Omaha, Ogden and San Francisco with 
Wheatstone apparatus. Не has been in the San 
Francisco office for the past seven years. 
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LOUIS A. SOMERS, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, Cleve- 
land, Ohio, began his telegraphic career in 1851, as 
messenger for the Scioto Valley Telegraph Com- 
pany, at Chillicothe, Ohio. In 1852, when not 
yet thirteen years of age, he was given the man- 
agement of that company’s Columbus, Ohio, office. 
He was in the employ of the Wade Company, when 
it consolidated with the House Company, the be- 
ginning of the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany. In 1856 he was operator at Memphis, Tenn. 
Returning north he re-entered the Western Union 
Telegraph Company’s service operating for a time 
at Cleveland, Toledo and Cincinnati, locating in 
Cleveland permanently October, 1859. He entered 
the government service as military operator in West 
Virginia, May, 1861. Later on General Stager sent 
him to Washington to set up Hick’s repeaters for 
government service. He was located at Fort 
Corcoran, until March, 1862, when he went to Wil- 
mington, Del., to put in a repeater for direct com- 
munication between the War Department and 
Fortress Monroe. Returning to Washington, 
General Eckert placed him in charge of the War 


Department operating force, but desiring to return 
to Cleveland, he soon after resigned. In 1865, he 
was given the management there of the Western 
Union Telegraph Board of Trade office, and soon 
after also the agency of Gold and Stock Telegraph 
Company. In 1868, when Professor Morse wanted 
to send to the Paris Exposition specimens of the 
Morse Telegraph service in America, Mr. Somers 
was selected as one of the five or six receiving 
operators for this purpose. Professor Morse tabu- 
lated the work and the whole was sent to Paris. 
In 1885, he was appointed manager of the Western 
Union Telegraph Company’s Cleveland office, in 
connection with his Gold and Stock agency. 
After a brief experience as manager he became sa- 
tished his health could not endure the strain of the 
increased duties, and therefore resigned the West- 
ern Union Telegraph managership. He is still 
manager of the Gold and Stock Department of the 
Western Union Telegraph office at Cleveland, 


Ohio. 


HENRY V. SHELLEY, 


Ot the Western Union Telegraph Company, Al- 
bany, N. Y., was born at Rome, N. Y., August 6th, 
1846. He entered the telegraph service as mes- 
senger in the office of the New York, Albany, and 
Buffalo Telegraph Company at Rome, in July, 1862, 
and six months later was appointed operator in the 
office of the superintendent of the New York Central 
Railroad at Troy, N. Y., where he remained about 
eight months, when he accepted a position in the 
Troy office of the AmericanTelegraph Company. At 
that time all the telegraph business between the New 
England states and the west was relayed at Troy. 
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There was then but one wire from Troy to Boston, 
which was then sufficient to carry all the business. 
Three years later the New York, Albany and Buf- 
falo, the American, and the Western Union Tele- 
graph companies were consolidated, and Mr. 
Shelley was transferred to Albany, N. Y., where 
he entered the service of the Western Union Tele- 
graph Company. In February, 1870, Mr. Shelley 
was appointed night manager of the Albany office 
and holds that position at the present time. Heis 
a trustee of the First Baptist Church, was for six- 
teen years superintendent of the Sunday school of 
that church, and was president of the Baptist Social 
Union of Albany, Troy and vicinity, one year. 
For several years he has been an active member of 
the prominent musical societies of Albany ; a mem- 
ber of the Masonic order, and is the agent of the 
Telegraphers Mutual Benefit Association for the 
eastern and northern parts of New York state. 


WILLIAM F. SNYDER, 


Manager Western Union Cable Company, North 
Sydney, C. B., in 1855, when about twelve years 
old, began his telegraphic career as a messenger in 
his native city, Philadelphia, at the Magnetic Tele- 
graph Company’s office. Here he became an oper- 
ator and in the following year was appointed to his 
first office on the Philadelphia, Wilmington and 
Baltimore Railroad, at Magnolia, Md. He ге- 
mained at Magnolia nearly a year and then went 
to the testing station at Princeton, N. J., where 
after a few months service he was transferred to the 
Washington, D. C., office. In 1859 we find him 
assigned to repeater service at Petersburg, Va., 
whence a few months later he returned to Wash- 
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ington and in the following year was transferred to 
Baltimore, and in 1861 to Philadelphia. Here for 
a while he was in the main office of the American 
Telegraph Company, and afterwards manager of 
the branch office in the Stock Exchange, between 
which and New York was started the first special 
stock circuit in the United States. In 1863, Mr. 
Synder returned to Baltimore, first as manager of 
the People’s Line office, then of the American, and 
later of the Western Union Telegraph Company. 
In 1867 he entered the latter company’s cable ser- 
vice, first at Plaister Cove, Cape Breton, next in 
1870 in the “Cable Room,” New York, and in the 
latter part of that yearas manager at Duxbury, Mass. 
In 1865 upon the incorporation of the staff of the 
Anglo Cable Company with and under the manage- 
ment of the Western Union Telegraph Company, 
at Plaister Cove, Mr. Synder returned to that sta- 
tion and in October of the same year transferred 
the joint staff and business to North Sydney, Cape 
Breton, at which place he has since continued as 
manager. Mr. Snyder is widely known among 
cable men and is thoroughly familiar with every 
branch of the service, and while strict in discipline. 
is always affable and courteous, and a kind hearted, 
genial gentleman. 


JOHN A. TOWNSEND, 


Manager, Western Union Telegraph Company, 
Dunkirk, N. Y., was born at Akron, Ohio, April 
24, 1837, and he entered the telegraph busines at 
that place, March г, 1849. Не went to Wheeling, 
Va., (now W. Va.,) in the spring of 1850, as oper- 
ator, but soon returned to Akron, where he worked 
as operator until October, 1850, when he was sent 


to Roscoe, Ohio, to teach a man the telegraph 
business, and from there he was sent to McCon- 
nellsville, Ohio, on the same mission. Early in 
1851, he was given charge of the “ O'Reilly” 
Telegraph office, at Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio, and in 
November, 1851, was tranferred to Dunkirk, N. Y., 
where he has remained ever since, except for one 
month at Cleveland, and one month at Sandusky, 
Ohio, in 1852. He has been in the telegraph 
business continuously since entering it as messenger, 
although to recuperate failing health, caused by 
over work, he was given leave of absence during 
one whole season of navigation, and went on the 
Lakes asa steamboat clerk, in 1861, retaining charge 
of his office and furnishing his own substitute. 

Upon the consolidation of the numerous tele- 
graph companies, in 1854, Mr. Townsend was re- 
tained as manager of the Western Union office at 
Dunkirk, which position he now holds. He has 
always been a hard worker, and is firm in the belief 
that faithful service is appreciated by the officials 
of the company. Не was married in June, 1859, to 
Mary A., daughter of Rev. Timothy Stillman, of 
Dunkirk. They have one son and one daughter, 
both of whom are married. 


Е. A. TEUPSER, 


Manager of the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany’s office, in Harrisburg, was born іп Harris- 
burg, Pa., October 2nd, 1853. He first entered 
the telegraph service as messenger for the 
United States Telegraph Company, at Harrisburg, 
Pa., in 1864, and when that company was merged 
into the Western Union Telegraph Company, he 
returned to school. 
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He re-entered the telegraph service as messenger 
for the Western Union Telegraph Company, at 
Harrisburg, Pa., and in 1867, and the latter part of 
1868, was promoted to a clerkship, and in 1870, to 
be operator, being assigned to the northern wires, 
formerly known as the “Susquehanna Telegraph 
Company’s lines.” 

From June, 1870, to July, 1871, he worked in 
Wilkesbarre, Scranton, Jersey City and Philadelphia 
offices, returning to Harrisburg, in August, 1871. 

In September, 1872, he took charge of the Har- 
risburg office, as night manager, continuing in that 
capacity until 1878, when, at his own request, he 
was placed on the day force. On April 15, 1887, 
he was appointed chief operator, and in July, of the 
same year, was appointed manager of the office. 
The pay-roll shows 25 persons employed in various 
capacities, and the office is fully equipped for any 
emergency, and is an important repeater station, 
having fourteen sets of repeaters. Mr. Teupser is 
deservedly popular in Harrisburg, both in a business 
way and socially. In 1877, he was married to Miss 
Mary E. Scott, then telegraph operator at Gettys- 
burg, Ра His family consists of himself, wife and 
one son. | 


ASTLEY С. TERRY, 


Of Buffalo, N. Y., was born in Wellington, Ontario, 
on May 13, 1855. Не received a common school 
education, and at the age of 17, began the study 
of telegraphy in the office of the Montreal Tele- 
graph Company, in Brighton, Ont. A year later, 
he accepted a position with the Montreal Tele- 
graph Company, the duties of which required him 
to open new offices and instruct the newly appointed 


agents who were to be placed in charge of the 
offices. 

In 1873, young Terry was transferred to Toronto, 
and after remaining 18 months at that point, went 
to Montreal, where he worked for the same com- 
pany, six months. 

The early part of 1875 found him an employee 
of the Dominion Telegraph Company, in Toronto, 
and in September, 1876, he was transferred to Buf- 
falo. Shortly after, the American Union Tele- 
graph Company opened an office in Buffalo, Mr. 
Terry was offered and accepted the position of 
chief operator for that company, and when in 1881, 
the American Union and Western Union Tele- 
graph companies consolidated, he went to the 
Western Union Telegraph office as assistant chief 
operator. 

He has successively occupied the positions of 
wire chief, traffic chief, and repeater chief, and is 
at present first assistant chief operator, having 
charge of the repeater and mechanical departments. 

Mr. Terry was one of the promoters and organ- 
izers of the Buffalo Electrical Society, was elected 
its fourth president, and has been its secretary for 
seven years. Не 15 prominent in other societies, 
being president, secretary or treasurer in no less 
than six different organizations. 

He is joint author with Mr. William Finn, and 
publisher of a work оп telegraphy entitled Шиѕга- 
tions and Descriptions of Telegraphic Apparatus. 


JOHN B. TWIFORD, 


Manager, Western Union Telegraph Company, 
Ogden, Utah, was born at Pittsfield, IIl., October 
4, 1851. He moved to Iowa in 1854,with his parents, 
and there entered the service of the Chicago, Rock 


Island and Pacific Railroad, local freight office, at 
16 years of age, and three months later, opened 
the office at Walcott, Iowa, and worked at various 
stations on that road as operator, agent and oper- 
ator. Since then he worked for various railroads, 
among them the “ Burlington” for ten years, and 
in 1881, entered the service of the Western 
Union Telegraph Company at Omaha, Neb., 
thence to St. Louis, and again at Omaha, where in 
1886, he was made night chief; in 1887, was made 


chief operator, and in 1890, appointed manager at 
Ogden, Utah. 


С. RESLEY TRACY, 


Prominent in the municipal affairs of Wheeling, 
and manager of the Western Union Telegraph 
Company at that city, is a native of Maryland, born 
ten miles below Cumberland, in Alleghany county, 
December 15, 1851. His father, Hiram Tracy, 
also a native of Maryland, was a worthy and es- 
timable man, and for many years was the assistant 
superintendent of the Cumberland and Washington 
Canal. In 1852, he removed to Piedmont, then in 
Hampshire county, Va., now in Mineral county, W. 
Va., where he died during Lincoln’s administration, 
previous to the fall of Richmond, being at the time 
of his death, postmaster of Piedmont. His widow 
was appointed by President Johnson, and the work 
of the office was performed by the subject of this 
mention, who learned to transact the business of 
the office before his twelfth year. The latter turned 
his attention to telegraphy at an early age, and 
began learning the business in his twelfth year. 
For some time he was in the employ of the Balti- 
more and Омо Railroad Company at Cranberry 
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Summit, but on October 24, 1869, he came to 
Wheeling and took a position as night operator at 
the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad office. His 
thorough mastery of the business was recognized 
in November, 1876, by his appointment as manager 
of the business of the Baltimore and Ohio, and 
Atlantic and Pacific lines, operating the two jointly, 
with his headquarters at Bailey's ticket office. То 


his present position as manager of the interests of- 


the Western Union Telegraph Company at this 
place, he was appointed August 15, 1881. Mr. 
Tracy has taken an active part in municipal affairs 
for several years. In 1883, he was elected to the 
second branch of the Council from the second ward 
of Wheeling, and was elected to the first branch in 
1885. From the first of his service he has acted as 
a member of the committee of the fire department, 
and on the organization of the new board in Feb- 
ruary, 1889, he was made chairman of that commit- 
tee. Mr. Tracy isa member of Wheeling Lodge, 
No. 5, F. and A M., and of the Order of Elks, being 
Exalted Ruler of the latter organization at Wheel- 
ing. He was married October 24, 1876, to Mollie 
McNaghton, of Wheeling, a granddaughter of 
the distinguished Thomas Sweeney. They have 
three children. 


W. W. UMSTED, 


Manager of the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany, Omaha, Neb., was born at Tiffin, Ohio, Feb- 
ruary 12th, 1857. In April, 1873, he entered the 
Western Union Telegraph office at Tiffin, as mes- 
senger. In the fall of the same year, having picked 
up a knowledge of telegraphy, young Umsted 
temporarily took charge of the office at Green 
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Springs, Ohio. In January, 1874, he entered the 
service of the Canada Southern Railroad at Gros- 
venor, Mich., and later at Gross Isle, Mich., the 
headquarters of the company. In the summer of 
the same year, he went with the Baltimore and 
Ohio Railroad at Chicago. 

During the fall of 1874, the Atlantic and Pacific 
Telegraph Company, opening an office at Tiffin, 
Mr. Umsted was appointed manager, under super- 
intendent W. C. Humstone, then located at Cleve- 
land. April ist, 1875, he was transferred to 
Cleveland, April rst, 1876, he was appointed 
night manager of the Cleveland office, filling that 
position creditably until the advent of the American 
Union Telegraph Company, when Mr. Umsted was 
appointed chief operator for that company at 
Toledo, one of the most important wire points in 
the American Union Telegraph system, under 
superintendent and manager Charles Selden, which 
position was held until the consolidation with the 
Western Union Telegraph Company, after which 
occurrence, he was appointed manager of the Con- 
solidated American Union and Board of Trade 
Telegraph companies offices at Toledo. 

In 1883, Mr. Umsted was transferred to Detroit 
as manager of the Board of Trade and commercial 
news department service at that point, which 
position he held until July rst, 1890, when he was 
appointed manager at Omaha, one of the most 
important and well appointed offices in the west. 


rc 


FRANK T. VILES, 
Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, Boston, 
Mass., was born at Waltham, Mass., April 23, 1856. 
He learned telegraphy of Mellie B. Hawkes, at the 


Waltham depot, in the spring of 1872, His first 


position was as operator and messenger for the 
Western Union Telegraph Company at Concord, 
Mass., July 8th, 1872. He was in the employ of 
railroad and telegraph companies at various places 
in New England, until February 12th, 1880, when 
he entered the service of the Western Union Tele- 
graph Company at New York, and was on the 
night force there until August. 1882, when he re- 
turned east. Не was employed as a substitute at 
Boston, New London, Norwich and Worcester, 
for the New England Associated Press until Nov- 
ember, 1882, when night manager Leighton of the 
Western Union Telegraph Company at Boston, 
made him his assistant, which position he held until 
the following July. 

August 23rd, 1883, he re-entered the service of 
the Western Union as operator at Boston, and was 
appointed assistant quadruplex chief, a few 
months later, and in October, 1884, he was made 
night traffic chief. On September 26th, 1887, he 
was appointed inspector of Boston branch offices ; 
his present position. He is the inventor of an im- 
proved switch-board, and has a penchant for archi- 
tectural drawing; several of the Boston branches 
having been tastefully remodelled from his plans, 
and the uniformly neat and efficient arrangements 
at all of the 60 offices under his supervision, bear 
testimony to the excellent “all round” capacity of 
Mr. Viles as a telegrapher of prominence and skill. 


THOMAS D. WILLIAMS, 


Chief operator of the Western Union Telegraph 
Company, Pittsburgh, Pa., commenced his career 
in the telegraph business as a messenger at Lafay- 
ette, Ind,, in 1861. In six months he was promoted 


to the position of operator. Subsequently he was 
employed on the Little Miami, Ohio and Mississippi, 
Pittsburgh, Fort Wayne and Chicago, and Pitts- 
burgh, Cincinnati, and St. Louis railways. Мг. 
Williams served about five months jn the military 
telegraph service in the department of Columbia. 
He then went to Philadelphia and was in the em- 
ploy of the Western Union Telegraph Company 
for six months. Не was one of the unfortunates 
arrested in 1864, under the bogus proclamation 
supposed to have been sent from New York. He 
was taken to Washington, and incarcerated in the 
old Capitol prison about ten hours. He was then 
released upon the order of secretary Seward. Mr. 
Williams went to Pittsburgh in the spring of 1865, 
and has been in the Western Union Telegraph 
Company’s service continually ever since. In 1873, 
Mr. Williams was promoted to be assistant chief 
operator, and in 1882 Mr. Williams was promoted 
to the position of chief operator, which he has 
since filled with marked ability. 


WILLIAM WALLACE, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, Chi- 
cago, IlL, was born at Geneva, N. Y., December 
14th, 1836. Atthe age of 14 he learned to tele- 
graph as a pastime, and then, to thwart his father s 
purpose of sending him to college, he ran away 
from home and “hired out” to H. P. Dwight, who 
sent him to Amherstburg, Canada, as тапавег, 
where, also, for three years he published Zhe Tele- 
graph, a weekly paper, which made itself amusingly 
famous by misquoting Shakspeare and Byron. 
Subsequently he became manager for the Caton 
Company at Rock Island, Ill., and in 1857 he 
worked for the Western Union at Chicago, when 
the entire force of that office consisted of a mana- 
ger, three operators, receiving and delivery clerk and 
five messengers. In 1858 he was sent to Kalama- 
zoo, Mich., as manager, and the next year he was 
ordered to Columbus, O., stopping on the way to 
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get married. From Columbus he returned to Buf- 
falo, his home, where on January Ist, 1864, he was 
given the position of agent at that point for the 
New York State Associated Press by Charles S. 
Jones (recently deceased). It was at this time 
that the first trial of speed was made for the infor- 
mation of the French Commissioners, and Mr. 
Wallace received six copies on Manifold of 2,464 
words of congressional proceedings in one hour 
without a break, as timed by J. D. Reid and A. S. 
Brown, of New York. Returning again to Chicago 
just after the fire, he was engaged on the National 
Live Stock Journal, and later, on the Railway Age, 
and in 1874-6, he published 7he Switch, which at- 
tained an enviable notoriety and a national reputa- 
поп. In 1881-2 and 1883 he was manager on the 
Chicago Board of Trade forthe Baltimore and Ohio 
Telegraph Company, and at present is employing 
his leisure time in preparing material for a volume 
of “ Reminiscences.” 

Mr. Wallace was one of the organizers and first 
secretary of the Chicago Telegraphers Aid Society. 
Mr. Wallace while 57 years old still retains his old 
time reputation as a fine operator, and can be 
found on one of the signal circuits at 7 A. м. in the 
Western Union Chicago office, and he is without 
doubt one of the most popular operators in the 
profession to-day. 
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EDWARD E. WILLIAMS, 


Manager of the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
panyat Birmingham, Alabama, was born at Wilson, 
N. C., September 4th, 1859, and has been identified 
with the telegraph continuously for the past twenty- 
two years. Не has filled various positions of re- 
sponsibility with the Western Union, Atlantic and 
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Pacific, American Union, and Southern and Atlantic 
Telegraph companies. 

Mr. Williams won a most enviable r€putation as 
an expert telegrapher and electrician while he was 
employed at the desk, ranking second to none in 
rapid work. 

He has occupied his present position for five 
years and has the reputation of having one of the 
neatest, best equipped and most thoroughly sys- 
tematized offices inthe Southern Division. His 15 
the first office in the south to mount its entire 
messenger force on bicycles, giving the most effici- 
ent delivery service ever known in Birmingham. 

Mr. Williams is held in very high regard in the 
community in which he lives, and has been the 
recipient of favorable mention at the hands of the 
Birmingham press. 


\ 


HERMAN LINCOLN WATERBURY, 


Manager of the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany, Saratoga Springs, N. Y., was born at Sara- 
toga Springs, N. Y., February 23rd, 1845. In 
1860 he began his telegraphic career as a messen- 
ger boy in his native town, and three years later he 
became manager of the Saratoga office for the 
Troy and Canada Telegraph Company. Only one 
wire in those days was available for the commercial 
business, and railroad business. In September, 
1863, he went to Albany for the New York Central 
Railroad and was transferred to the general head- 
quarters in December, 1863. He was chief oper- 
ator for the United States Telegraph Company in 
Albany, in 1864, and was transferred to the service 
of the Western Union Telegraph Company, when 
the two mentioned companies consolidated. Mr. 
Waterbury was appointed manager of the Saratoga 
Springs office, April rst, 1883. 


BENEDICT C. WALSH, 


Night manager, Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany, Hartford, Conn, was born November 6th, 
1851, at Boston, Mass. Going with his parents to 
New York, when five years of age, he attended 
public school there until his twelfth year, when he 
began life’s battle, at A. Т. Stewart’s, roth street 
and Broadway, as cash boy. He acted in that 
capacity for six months, when promoted to be clerk 
to the head of the carpet department of the retail 
store. 

At this time, 1864, a private wire was erected 
connecting the Chambers street (wholesale) store 
with the ioth street (retail) store. Mr. Robert 
Valentine was the operator. Business between the 
stores was quite heavy, and Mr. Walsh was fre- 
quently brought in contact with Mr. Valentine, who 
suggested that it would be a good idea to learn it. 
Acting on that suggestion he resigned his place at 
Stewart’s and engaged as messenger boy at the 
New York Hotel office, then managed by Frank 
Р, Marsh, where the opportunities were better for 
advancement in the telegraphic line. He spent 
two years and a half at hotel office, as general 
utility boy. Indoor work affected Mr. Walsh’s 
health. The next three years he was an express 
messenger on the New Jersey Central and Pennsyl- 
vania Central Railroads, and one year following he 
was in the theatrical business at the old Olympic 
Theatre, on Broadway between Bleecker and 
Houston streets, while the late George L. Fox was 
at the height of his popularity. 

_ Mr. Walsh’s parents having located in Hartford, 
Conn., he went there in 1873, and there it 
was his real work in telegraphy began. For the 


past twenty years he has been located in the Hart- 
ford office, filling all positions from junior operator 
to his present position of night manager. He has 
had charge of the Charter Oak Trotting Park office, 
at every circuit meeting since 1875, and during the 
four years of the Hartford league ball team, handled 
the cipher code messages. (In vogue at that time 
for private parties. ) 


CHARLES F. WOOD, 

Of Boston, Mass., was on November 1st, 1848, ар: 
pointed operator in the office of the Magnetic Tele- 
graph Company, at Washington, D. C. The force 
employed at that time consisted of a chief operator 
and five assistants, with a receiving and delivery clerk 
combined. Of this number Mr. Wood and judge 
Lambert Tree, of Chicago, Ill., are believed to be 
the only survivors. In the summer of 1845, Mr. 
Wood was transferred to the New York office. 

On October 26th, 1851, he was appointed chief 
operator of the New York office, which was then 
located at the corner of Hanover and Beaver streets, 
and it was during his administration that the first 
branch office was established by the Magnetic Tele- 
graph Company, at 203 Broadway, in the spring of 
1852. 

Mr. Wood was elected superintendent of the 
New York and New England Union Telegraph 
Company, whose wires extended between New 
York and Boston, on the sth of September, 1853, 
which position he continued to hold under the 
American Telegraph Company and the Western 
Union Telegraph Company, until April rst, 1881,a 
period of over twenty-seven years. 

On February 26th, 1870, the complimentary pO 
sition of assistant general superintendent of the 
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Eastern Division of the Western Union‘Telegraph 
Company was tendered to Mr. Wood in consider- 
ation of his long and faithful service. 


© 
LOUIS К. WHITCOMB, 
General traffic chief of the Western Union Tele- 
graph Company, Chicago, Ill., was born in Lowell, 
La Salle county, Illinois, March 6, 1852. He spent 
his boyhood at Amboy in the same state, receiving 
such education as was afforded by the common 
schools of that place. Learning the telegraph 
business on the Illinois Central Railroad at Tonica, 
Illinois, he began service as an operator on the 
Chicago and Alton Railroad at Braidwood, Illinois, 
in the fall of 1868. Не worked as operator, station 
agent, and ticket agent, on the above named railroad 
for two years, in the same capacity on the Indian- 
apolis and St. Louis Railroad for one year, as man- 
ager for the Great Western Telegraph Company at 
Bloomington, Ill., for about one year; night report 
Operator for the Western Union Telegraph 
Company, at Peoria, Ill., for about a year, and went 
to Chicago for the same company, on his 21st 
birthday, March 6, 1873, where he has since 
remained. For the next four years he worked as 
an operator. It 15 a matter of record that during 
the year in which operators’ daily average slips 
were kept, he had the record of handling the 
largest average number of messages per day for 
nine consecutive months. After acting as chief of 
the southern division for about eight months, he 


was appointed general traffic chief, which position 


he has held for over fifteen years. The traffic de- 
partment includes the routing and distribution of 
all business at Chicago and west to the Pacific 
coast, the assignment of wires to circuits in cases 


of interruption and emergency, and all correspond- 
ence and investigations relative to messages, errors, 
etc. The subject of this sketch has grown up and 
been educated with the phenomenal development 
of the telegraph business in the west in the last 
twenty years, and has kept abreast of the times. 
Not only has he every detail of his own depart- 
ment thorough in hand, but is just as familiar with 
the electrical, mechanical, wire, and other branches 
of the ;Биѕіпеѕѕ, making him one of the best 
posted men in the service to-day. 


W. F. WADE, 


Manager of the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany, Petaluma, Cal., was born at Angola, N. Ү., 
thirty-three years ago. He entered the telegraph 
service in 1875, with the Lake Shore and Michigan 
Southern Railroad Company, at Buffalo, N. Y. 
From 1879 to 1881, he was with the Atlantic and 
Pacific and American Union Telegraph companies, 
and is at present inthe service of the Western 
Union Telegraph Company as its manager at this 
point. Mr. Wade has worked in New York, Buffalo, 
Chicago, Denver, Salt Lake City, Los Angeles and 
San Francisco. 


CHARLES WILLOUGHBY, 


Night chief operator of Wheatstone department 
of the Western Union Telegraph Company, San 
Francisco, Cal., was born at Covington, Ky., in 
1860. He commenced his telegraphic career in 
1876, on the Illinois Central Railroad at Du Quoin, 
Ill., as agent and operator. He acted in this 
capacity at several points on the Cairo Short line 
until 1881, when he accepted a position as operator 
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CHARLES WILLOUGHBY. 


on the St. Louis division of the Mobile and Ohio 
Railroad, and latterly served as operator, agent, 
dispatcher and chief dispatcher, until 1884, since 
which time he has served the Western Union Tele- 
graph Company at Cedar Rapids, Iowa ; St. Louis, 
Mo., and Chicago, Ill. Five years ago he moved 
to San Francisco, Cal,, and for the past four years 
has been night chief of the Wheatstone department. 


EDGAR WINTER, 


Manager Western Union Telegraph Company, 
Montgomery, Alabama, was born in Chatham, 
Ontario, July 17, 1846. He entered the telegraph 


service at Chatham, Ontario, as messenger, in 
1859, of the Montreal Telegraph Company, and 
after two years service at Queenston, he gradu- 
ated as operator, in May, 1862, and worked at 
Windsor, and other points. He came to the 
United States and entered the service of the 
Western Union Telegraph Company, at Port 
Huron, Michigan, in May, 1864, remaining in the 
company’s service continuously for thirty years; 
at Detroit, three years, commencing July 1864; 
in 1867, at Louisville, Kentucky ; in 1869, went to 
Montgamery, Alabama; in 1871, appointed chief 
operator; and in 1876, became manager, which 
position he naw holds. 


WILLIAM D. WEST, 


Manager Western Union Telegraph Company, 
New Orleans, La., was born in New Jersey, Janu- 
ary 26, 1851. His parents moved to Wisconsin, 
where he first entered the telegraph service, 10 
November, 1865, for the Milwaukee and Prairie 
Du Chien Railroad, and where he remained two 
years. Не then went with the Union Pacific Rail- 
road Company, where he remained a couple of 
years and then entered the service of the Western 
Union Telegraph Company, as night press re- 
ceiving operator, at St. Louis, Mo. In November, 
1870, he left St. Louis and went to Shreveport, La., 
for the Western Union Telegraph Company, re- 
maining there one year. Later he secured a post- 
tron with the Same company at New Orleans, La. 
In April, 1872, he went with the Pacific and Atlantic 
Telegraph Company, in the same city. But in 
July of the same year, he left that point and re- 
turned to St. Louis, Mo., for the same company. 
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The following November, he again returned to 


New Orleans, La., forthe Western Union Telegraph 
Company, and in 1879 he was appointed night 
chief operator of that office. In March, 1881, he 
was appointed chief operator, but the following 
May he gave up the position to enter the service 
of the Mexican and South American Cable Com- 
pany, at Tampico, Mexico. Tiring of his Mexican 
surroundings, he returned to the States in 1881, as 
chief operator for the Western Union Telegraph 
Company, at New Orleans, La., a position which 
he held until he was appointed manager of that 
office a few months ago. 

Mr. West was a most brilliant telegrapher, being 
an expert with the Continental alphabet as with the 
Morse. He is also a most thorough electrician, 
and one of the most affable and genial gentlemen. 
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WILLIAM H. YOUNG, 


Night manager of the Western Union Telegraph 
Company, Washington, D. C., was born in the city 
of Washington, in 1838. He entered the profession 
as messenger in the Washington and New Orleans 
Telegraph Company's office, in that city іп 1854. 
With characteristic pluck and energy he soon 
graduated as operator and accepted a position with 
the Magnetic Telegraph Company. With the ex- 
ception of six months during 1856, when he was 
in charge of the Baltimore and Ohio Telegraph 
Company, at Moundsville, W. Va., Mr. Young has 
been in Washington. 

In 1861 he was appointed chief operator of the 
American Telegraph Company, a portion of the 
time acting as censor. 

In 1864 he was appointed assistant manager of 
the United States Telegraph Company and ap- 
pointed manager of the Bankers and Brokers 
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Telegraph Company, in 1866. He remained мі". 
that company until 1871, when it was purchased by 
the Western Union Telegraph Company. He 
accepted a position as assistant chief operator with 
the latter company and was shortly afterwards pro- 
moted to chief operator, which he held until he 
was appointed night manager, which position he 
still holds. 

Mr. Young is Vice-President of the Telegraphers 
Mutual Benefit Association, and is one of its 
hardest working agents. 


HARRY ZEIGLER, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, 
Savannah, Ga., was born at Batavia, N. Y., in 1859. 
His parents removed to Boston, where he received 
his education. He began his telegraphic career 
with the American District Telegraph Company in 
Boston, and then transferred to the Western Union 
Telegraph Company. He then came to New York 
and accepted a position with the Direct Cable 
Company, then at No. 16 Broad street. From 
that position he accepted a place with the Atlantic 
and Pacific Telegraph Company, at 145 Broadway. 
In New York city he has worked at the Produce 
Exchange, Cotton Exchange, for the Chicago 
Inter-Ocean, New York bureau; for the Associated 
Press, for the Western Union Telegraph Company, 
in the main office and in other offices, which have 
given him a wide experience. He finally drifted 
south, and settled in Augusta, Ga., for the Western 
Union Telegraph Company, where he remained a 
few years. He has been with the same company 
at Savannah for the past thirteen years, and was 
at one time chief operator of the office, 


Mr. Zeigler took part in the fast sending tourna- 


ment in New York, in 1884, when he acquitted 
himself as a rapid sender in a masterly fashion. 
He is a splendid operator and a bright man. 
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WILLIAM HENRY SPENCER, 


Chief operator, Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany, St. Louis, Mo., was born at Gowanda, N. Y., 
in 1844. Не began his telegraph career at the age 
of 13 years, as messenger for the New York Cen- 
tral Railroad at Buffalo, N. Y. Two years later, 
he engaged with the Lake Shore and Michigan 
Southern Railroad, as operator. He was promoted 
successively to dispatcher, superintendent of tele- 
graph and assistant superintendent of the road. 
In 1863, he resigned to serve as chief dispatcher 
at Chattanooga, Tenn., for the government. At 
the close of the war, he returned north and entered 
the commercial telegraph service. Mr. Spencer 
had charge of the constructing of the American 
Union lines in Hlinois, and remained with that 
company at St. Louis, Mo., as chief clerk апа man- 
ager, until it merged with the Western Union 
Telegraph Company, when he was made assistant 


night chief, and soon afterwards promoted to his 
present position. 


JOHN McARDLE, 


Night chief Western Union Telegraph Company, 
Detroit, Mich., was born near Troy, Ohio, March 
31st, 1862. With his parents he removed to De- 
troit in 1865, and in the spring of the following 
year he removed to Windsor, Ontario, where he 


resided up to 1889, since which time he has lived 
in Detroit, Mich, 
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JOHN McARDLE. 


He entered the service of the old Montreal 
Telegraph Company, as messenger, in 1876. Two 
years later we find him working for the Western 
Union Telegraph Company in Detroit, where he 
has been employed constantly since, with the ex- 
ception of eight months while he was night chief 
operator with the same company at Fort Worth, 
Texas. Ву strict attention to business he has 
earned successive promotion to the positions of all 
night man, assistant night chief, day wire chief, and 
is at present time night chief operator of Detroit 
office. 

He is a member of the Gold and Stock, and 
Telegraphers Mutual Benefit Associations. 

From 1888 to 1889 he was deeply interested in 
the labor movement and in 1886 was district master 
workman of the Knights of Labor in Essex county, 
as well as М. W. of an assembly of 800 members 
їп Windsor, and also a delegate to the Detroit 
Trades and Labor Council, of Detroit. He was 
prominently mentioned as a labor candidate for 
member of the Ontario parliament. He is an ex- 
pert telegrapher and has some pretensions to abil- 


ity to conduct the requirements of his position with 
promptness and despatch. 


EDWARD NEWHALL DUTTON, 


Manager of the Western Union T 
pany, Northampton, Mass., w 
Vermont, October 25th, 
graphy in 1869, and 

appointed manager of 
1874, he was transferr 
Vt, as operator, whe 


elegraph Com- 
as born in Brandon, 
tn, 1853. He learned tele- 
in February, 1871, he was 
the Brandon office. In July, 
ed to White River Junction, 
re he was appointed chief 


EDWARD NEWHALL DUTTON. 


operator in October, 1875. On December 8th 
1879, he was transferred to the office of G. W. 
Gates, superintendent of Western Union Tele- 
graph’s fourth district, eastern division, located at 
White River Junction. On the removal of fourth 
district headquarters to Boston, in November, 1883, 
Mr. Dutton was appointed manager of the White 
River Junction office. In September, 1888, he was 
made manager of the Northampton, Mass., office. 
He isa member of the Edwards Congregational 
church and of the Young Men’s Christian Associa- 
tion of Northampton, being auditor of the former. 


THOMAS P. SCULLY, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, New 
York, is also president of the North Western Tele- 
graph Company. The portrait of Mr. Thomas P. 
Scully is one that will be regarded with interest by 
a large number of persons to whom he is well and 
favorably known. Не is a veritable old timer—his 
connection with telegraphy extending back to the 
early fifties. The members of the Old Timers 
Association, who are to be found in all sections of 
the country, cannot fail to recognize him as one of 
the fraternity whose presence is usual and welcome 
at their annual meetings. 

During his career he has visited many lands and 
had experiences of a varied and interesting charac- 
ter. He has held many responsible positions in 
both North and South America—always giving 
satisfaction to those interested —and when retiring 
from them (which ill health has obliged him to do) 
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THOMAS Р. SCULLY. 


received manifestations of esteem and kindness 
from those with whom he has been associated. 

He has recently been elected to the presidency 
of the North Western Telegraph Company, and 
will doubtless prove to the satisfaction of the stock- 
holders that he is the right man in the right place. 


BEN. C. WILKINS, 


Manager, Western Union Telegraph Company, 
Ashland, Wis., was born at Fond Du Lac, Wis., 
October rgth, 1849. He entered the telegraph 
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service at Oshkosh, Wis., in 1869, and transferred 
to Clinton, Iowa, as manager in 1870, where he 
remained for thirteen years, being transferred to 
He was trans- 


Huron, South Dakota, in 1883. 
ferred to Ashland, Wis., in 1887, where he still 
remains as manager. Ashland is the largest office 
in the state, with the exception of Milwaukee. 

Besides being a telegrapher of ability, Mr. 
Wilkins is also quite successful as a writer, and 
is the author of a very interesting little book en- 
titled “ Cruise of the little Nan,” down the Missis- 
sippi river. Asa writer he has a graphic descript- 
ive style, which indicates a literary talent he would 
do well to cultivate. 


JOHN ALBERT HENNEBERRY, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, New 
York, was born at St. John, N. B., June 4th, 1853. 
He entered the telegraph service as messenger in 
1865. In 1868, with his family, he moved to Phil- 
adelphia, where he secured a position with the 
Western Union Telegraph Company. He was 
promoted rapidly, and for a number of years was 
manager of branch offices. He worked in New 
York city, first in 1874, for Automatic Telegraph 
Company, and again in 1884 for the Western 
Union Telegraph Company. Не was in Washing- 
ton two sessions of Congress, 1873-1875. He was 
engaged in other business 1884 to 1887, when he 
took up his residence in New York city. He next 
went with the Postal and then with the Western 
Union Telegraph Company until 1892, when he 
secured a position with a broker. The arbitrage 
business having been done away with, he is back 
with the Western Union Telegraph Company. 


Although beginning work when not 12 years old, 
pursued his studies at night school, and later in 
Philadelphia was an active member of La Salle 
Literary Union, attached to La Salle College. 
Mr. Henneberry is a frequent contributor to news- 
papers and magazines, and during part of 18до, 
1891 and part of 1892, was the New York Western 


Union correspondent of the Telegraph Age. His’ 


articles in the Age attracted wide attention and 
were frequently copied by metropolitan and other 
journals. His description of the opening of the 
new Western Union operating department and 
its attending incidents, on February 22nd, 1892, 
will be remembered as a specially clever article. 
Mr. Henneberry is a member of the Gold and 
Stock Life Insurance, the New York Telegraphers 
Aid Society, and of the Magnetic Club, the cele- 
brated dining clubof the New York telegraph people. 
Is aiso а member of a numbcr of social and politi- 
cal clubs and fraternal organizations. 

In politics Mr. Henneberry has always been an 
active democrat and has acted with Tammany 
Hall—being one of the secretaries of the General 
Committee and financial secretary of the Tammany 
Social Club of the 25th assembly district—until 
February of this year, when he resigned from Tam- 
many to go with the New York State Democracy 
—-the reform democratic party of New York. Mr. 
Henneberry is very well known in many cities, but 
has a particularly large acquaintance in New York 


city, among whom are many influential and prom- 
inent citizens. 


W. Н. PARKER, 
Manager of the Western то: 
pany, Auditorium Hotel, Chicag 
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Ionia, Mich., May rgth, 1870. Не entered the ser- 
vice of the Detroit, Lansing and Northern Railroad 
Company as messenger in the train dispatcher’s of- 
fices. He then learned telegraphy, and worked 
for that road in such capacity for three years when 
he transferred to the Toledo, Ann Arbor and 
Northern Michigan Railroad Company. In 1893 
he accepted a position with the Western Union 
Telegraph Company, Chicago, as above mentioned, 
which he still retains. 


A. G. STEWART, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, 
Placerville, Cal., was born at Sunbury. Pa, January 
28, 1827. In 1833, he removed to Fort Wayne, 
Ind., and in 1849, went to California, arriving there 
in July, 1850. In 1858, he entered the telegraph 
service as lineman for the Alta Telegraph Company. 
In 1860, he accepted a position as manager at Crip- 
pin’s Station, which he held until the property was 
absorbed by the California State Telegraph Com- 
pany, which also bought the Placerville and St. 
Joseph wires and was itself absorbed later on by 
the Western Union Telegraph Company. Mr. 
Stewart was in charge of the Strawberry Valley 
lines until the spring of 1862, which was during a 
portion of the great silver mining excitement at 
Virginia City, Nevada. From 1863 to 1865 he was 
in temporary charge of the Sacramento, Cal., office. 
Не then assumed charge of the Placerville, Cal., 
office, which position he has held ever since. 


WILLIAM Е. L. DELA MOTTE, 
Of the marine service of the Western Union Tele- 


graph Company, Sandy Hook, N. J., was born 
November 12th, 1842, in Hohenwedstedt, Holstein, 


WILLIAM Е. L. DE LA MOTTE. 


Germany. After the Franco-Prussian war of 1870 
and 1871, he was sent to Norburg, the postmaster 
there being unwilling to recognize the authority of 
the conqueror. This place being isolated, and 
during the winter time, frequently cut off from the 
outer world by snow filled roads, was soon to be 
connected by a permanent telegraph. А field tele- 
graph had been used during the маг. In 1865, the 
telegraph line was finished and an instructor sent. 
After four days instructions, he was called away, 
and young de la Motte mastered the art unaided. 
In 1870, he came to America. In 1873, he was 
employed by the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany, at Quarantine station, at that time located 
at Tompkinsville, Staten Island. Hewasremoved 
with the doctors to the new Quarantine station, 
near Clifton, Staten Island, in May, 1874, where he 
remained until the end of the year, when he re- 
signed and commenced work for Maritime Ex- 
change at Sandy Hook, N. J. They had built a 
new line from New York to Sandy Hook. He re- 
mained with the Exchange until 1877, when he 
again engaged with the Western Union Telegraph 
Company, and went to Fire Island, staying there a 
year. Hethen went to main office at 195 Broad- 
way, New York, where he remained two years, 
when he was again sent to Sandy Hook, N. J., 
in 1880, where he stil] remains. 

There are 365 working days and ina leap year, 
an extra working day is thrown in, for the marine 
operators. Vessels sail all the time and their move- 
ments are expected to be reported, more people 
being interested in vessels, crew and cargo, than is 
generally supposed. Besides the marine depart- 
ment at New York office, 195 Broadway, and the 
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Maritime Exchange, in Produce Exchange building, 
the Associated Press and the United Press are cut 
in on the marine report wire, and take reports 
from all stations. The office is also connected 
with the life saving stations (by telephone) along 
the Jersey coast, for purposes of receiving news of 
shipwrecks, etc., and to telegraph for assistance if 
necessary. Messages for vessels are signalled by 
the international code flags from the balcony of the 
Western Union Telegraph tower, on a 140 foot 
flag pole. 


JAMES McPARLAN, 


Chief of marine service, New York, of the West- 
ern Union Telegraph Company, entered the employ 
of that company at 145 Broadway, New York, in 
1868. Four years later he was assigned to night 
work in the marine department, and the following 
year he took charge of that important branch of 
the service. It is here that centres for promulga- 
tion the arrival and departure of every vessel com- 
ing under the observation of the reporters located 
in the Western Union look-out towers of Fire 
Island, Sandy Hook, New Jersey Highlands, Qua- 
rantine and City Island, which completely covers 


the approaches to the port of New York from all 
sides, 


HENRY DENVER, 


Manager Western Union Telegraph Company, 
Springfield, Mass., was born in that city, July 2nd, 
1844. He mastered the telegraph business at 
Northampton, Mass., on the Vermont and Boston 


Telegraph Company’s lines. He was operator there 
in 1859, and manager for that company and the 
Morse lineat Bellows Falls, Vt., in 1860. In 1861 
he was operator for the same company and the 
Union (Morse) Lines in Springfield. He was after- 
wards operator for the American and the Western 
Union Telegraph Companies at Springfield, and 
was appointed night chief, working the Associated 
Press circuit for eight years. He was then made 
day chief operator until 1885, when he became man- 
ager, taking the place vacated by his brother W. 
J. Denver, and which position he still holds. Mr. 
Denver was Grand Master of the Odd Fellows of 
Massachusetts from August, 1890 to 1891, and is 
a trustee of their home at Worcester. For two 
years he has been vice-president of the Wildey 
Savings Bank at Boston, and is also vice-president 
of the Universal Electrical Messenger Call System, 
of which he is the inventor. He is also a director 
in the Bay State Coal and Coke Company, and 


has for years been a contributor of poetry and 
prose to various newspapers, 
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THE NEW YORK MAIN OFFICE OF THE POSTAL TELEGRAPH-CABLE COMPANY. 


The Postal Building is fourteen stories high and has a frontage of over 70 feet on Broadway 


by 156 feet on Murray Street, with an L of 30 x 50 feet at the rear end. 
The eleventh floor is retained by the Company for its executive offices and for the executive 


offices of the Commercial Cable Company. 
The general operating department occupies the entire twelfth floor. 
high, and the exposure on the east, south, west and part of the north sides insures perfect light 


The ceiling is 18 feet 


and ventilation. 
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ALBERT B. CHANDLER. 


PRESIDENT AND GENERAL MANAGER POSTAL TELEGRAPH-CABLE COMPANY, NEW YORK. 
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ALBERT B. CHANDLER, President and General 
Manager of the Postal Telegraph-Cable Company, 
New York, was born in West Randolph, Vermont, 
August 20, 1840. He received an academic edu- 
cation which was supplemented by the valuable 
experience afforded by service in a printing office. 
He learned to telegraph in the intervals of school, 
between 1854 and 1858, on the Vermont and 
Boston line in his native town, where the “ Bain 
System” was then and for years afterwards em- 
ployed. 

In the summer of 1858 he went to Cleveland, 
Ohio, serving for a time in the freight department 
of the Cleveland and Pittsburgh Railway in that city. 
His entry into Western Union Telegraph service 
happened in this wise: His eldest brother, W. W. 
Chandler, then general freight agent of the rail- 
way referred to, was a friend of a superintend- 
ent of telegraph then popularly known as “Tom” 
Eckert. One day Eckert said to Chandler, in sub- 
stance, “І want you to get my youngest brother 
employment asa fireman; he is ambitious to be- 
come a locomotive engineer, and that is the first 
step.” Chandler replied, ““ My youngest brother is 
a telegraph operator; find him employment in that 
capacity and ГЇЇ see that our master mechanic finds 
a place as fireman for your brother.” ‘They shook 
hands upon it, and both carried out their promise. 
Young Chandler went to Mansfield, Ohio, for a few 
weeks to make himself better acquainted with the 
“ Morse System,” апа on the 22d of October, 1858, 
took charge of the Western Union and Railway 
Telegraph office, at Bellaire, Ohio. On the first of 
February following, he was promoted to a place in 
the railway superintendent's office in Pittsburgh, 
May 1st, 1859, he was appointed agent at Man- 
chester, opposite Pittsburgh, then an important 
station on the Cleveland and Pittsburgh Railway. 
He continued in this position four years and a 
month, also having charge of the accounts and cor- 
respondence of the machine shops and there ac- 
quired a practical knowledge of the various depart- 
ments of railwayservice. On the first of June, 1863, 
he entered the service of the United States Military 
Telegraph in the War Department at Washington 
city, as “cipher operator,” occupying what was 
knownas President Lincoln’s room during the sum- 
mer and early fall of that eventful year, the turning 
point of the war. In October, 1863, he was made 
disbursing clerk,keeping the accounts and paying all 
employees of the Telegraph department, and col- 
lecting moneys paid to military telegraph oper- 
ators for commercial telegraphing, and paying it 
over to the American Telegraph Company. He 
continued in this position until August, 1866, 
when he was placed in charge of the accounts and cor- 
respondence of the general superintendent’s office 


of the eastern division of the Western Union Tele- 
graph Company in New York city. Soon after, the 
supervision of Atlantic and Cuba Cable traffic, which 
had then but recently become established, was 
added to his duties. On the first of June, 1869, on 
the appointment of George В. Prescott as elec- 
trician, Mr. Chandler was made superintendent of 
the sixth district, eastern division, while still 
continuing in the performance of his other duties 
above referred to. He continued in these several 
capacities until the middle of January, 1875, when, 
after having been offered the general superin- 
tendence of the eastern division of the Western 
Union Telegraph Company, he resigned, and was 
appointed assistant general manager of the At- 
lantic and Pacific Telegraph Company. In June 
of the same year he was made secretary, and sub- 
sequently was elected successively to the positions 
of treasurer, member of the Board of Directors, 
vice-president and president. He continued in 
the latter position until the absorption of the 
Atlantic and Pacific Telegraph Company by the 
Western Union Telegraph Company, in May, 1882. 
His duties in this capacity were nominal, however, 
after the spring of 1881,—and in the meantime, 
foreseeing the vast importance which the business of 
electric lighting was likely to assume, he accepted by 
urgent request of friends, the presidency of the Ful- 
ler Electrical Company, which was the first to operate 
arc lamps in series, and was successful while under 
his management. His extensive acquaintance with 
telegraph men and telegraph business led to frequent 
consultations with him by telegraph owners and 
officers, and he was invited to the presidency of 
both the American Rapid and the Mutual Union, 
and to the vice-presidency and general management 
of the Baltimore and Ohio Telegraph Companies. 
The chaotic condition of the business at that time, 
and the evident impracticability. of harmonizing 
the conflicting elements, led him to decline to enter 
either service. In the summer and fall of 1884, he 
performed a special service for the Commercial 
Cable Company by request, and in December of 
that year he was employed as counsel by the Postal 
Telegraph Company, with reference to specific 
features of its business. Finding the views and 
purposes of the principal owner of this property in 
accord with his own, and being assured of full 
powers and patient continuance, both of which he 
had pointed out as necessary, he accepted the re- 
ceivership under which the indispensable foreclosure 
of the ten million mortgage that had been unwisely 
placed upon the property, was effected. Before 
this receivership had completed its mission, Mr. 
Chandler was invited, on the 1st of September, 1885, 
to take charge of, and operate in connection with 
the Postal, the United Lines Telegraph Company, 
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which had then just been organized to take posses- 
sion of the wreck of the Bankers and Merchants 
Telegraph Company. 

In the summer of 1886, he conducted the negoti- 
ations which resulted in an alliance between the 
Postal and the Canadian Pacific Railway Tele- 
graphs, and in the fall of that year, went to the 
Pacific coast to aid in establishing the Pacific Postal 
system, a joint product of the Canadian Pacific 
and Postal Telegraph companies. Immediately 
afterthe Western Union Company took possession 
of the Baltimore and Ohio telegraph property, in 
October, 1887, Mr. Chandler, whose views were 
well known, and regarded as somewhat utopian, 
yet recognized as sound,if capable of being carried 
out in actual business, was invited by Mr. Jay 
Gould to a conference, which proved the beginning 
of the end of rate cutting, rebating and other 
ruinous practices, which had resulted in wreck to 
so many telegraph properties and which had over 
and over again thrown large numbers of men and 
women out of an employment for which they had 
worked with faithfulness and zeal. 

Mr. Chandler’s efforts have always been in the 
direction of negotiation based upon equity, rather 
than of litigation, and much of the mass of litiga- 
tion to which he fell heirasa result of the wretched 
conditions which prevailed from eighteen eighty- 
three to eighteen eighty-seven, inclusive, has been 
honorably adjusted and forever ended through his 
efforts. In every way, the prediction made of him 
by Mr. J. D. Reid, in his “The telegraph in 
America,” has been justified by events. Mr. Reid, 
in his work, published in 1886, referring to Mr. 
Chandler's connection with the Postal Company, 
said: “Mr. Chandler is honorable and prudent ; 
his personal action will always be toward the ad- 
ministration of the telegraph on ап honestly 
remunerative basis and with competitive fairness 
and honor. * * * In every relation he has 
proved himself more than equal to the duties 
assigned him, honoring every trust, by conscientious 
assiduity, and by the unfailing politeness, fidelity, 
and thoughtfulness with which he administered it. 
Whatever may be the result of his present appoint- 
ment, surrounded as it is with difficulties which he 
has to meet but did not make, he can be relied 
on to exert himself to succeed if success be pos- 
sible, by methods dictated by the best judgment 
and the most untarnished honor.” 

The magnificent new “ Postal Telegraph Build- 
ing,” now completed, on Broadway opposite the 
City Hall, in New York city, is one of the most 
recent of Мг. Chandler's important projects, and 
it reflects great credit on its owner, Mr. Mackay, 
its architects, Messrs. Harding and Gooch, as 
well as on its projector, who was chairman of 


the committee having the building in permanent 
charge. 

In addition to his duties as president and general 
manager of the Postal Telegraph-Cable Company, 
Mr. Chandler is a vice-president of the Commercial 
Cable Company, acting president of the Pacific 
Postal Telegraph Company, president of the Amer. 
ican District Company of Philadelphia, president 
of the United Telegram Company of Boston, pres- 
ident of the Electric Building and Loan Associa- 
tion, and vice-president and general manager of 
the New York Quotation Company, which through 
his counsel and negotiations is now controlled by 
the New York Stock Exchange and enables that 
institution to distribute its quotations simulta- 
neously to its members. He is a member of the 
Board of Directors of several corporations, among 
them the Brooklyn District Telegraph Company, 
of which he was president during the first three 
and he is executor of a large 


years of itsexistence 
estate in Brooklyn. 

Mr. Chandler married Miss Marilla E. Stedman, 
of West Randolph, Vermont, on October rth, 
1864, and three children have been born of the 
marriage. Mr. Chandler owns a handsome home 
in Brooklyn and has a commodious country house 
in his native town, where his family passes the 
summer. Ие is а тап of extremely pleasant man- 
ner, very approachable and amid his many cares 
and responsibilities finds time to cultivate the graces 
of social life. Ilis domestic attachments are strong 
and he is a lover of music and literature, cultivat- 
ing his tastes in both these directions, and wields а 
ready pen in literary and historical work. 


JOHN WILLIAM MACKAY. 


Of all the millionaires in this country, no one 1s 
more thoroughly American than John W. Mackay, 
and no one among them all has derived his fortune 
more legitimately. His money did not come from 
speculations, watered stocks, nor gambling in any 
form, but from years of hard service. beginning 
with practical work with the pick, and rising because 
of his ability and his industry, to the superintendence 
of mining operations and thence to the ownership 
of such properties. He was already a wealthy man 
when he became the principal owner of the famous 
Comstock mines at Virginia City, Nevada, which in 
the course of a few years, added not far from a hun- 
dred and fifty millions of dollars to the gold and silver 
product of the country, and which gave him the 
title of the “ Bonanza King.” 

Mr. Mackay’s interest in the telegraph business 
may almost be said to have been the result of ассі- 
dent rather than of design on his part. He had 
long been deeply impresed with the wonderful pro- 
gress of the telegraph, and the vast influence it 
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JOHN WILLIAM MACKAY. 


exercises in the development of commerce and of 
civilization, but his first investment in connection 
with it was made without the expectation of becom- 
ing a leader, and much less a controlling spirit. 
His original purpose was rather to help others whom 
he was led to believe well understood the merit of 
their projects, but who lacked the capital for carry- 
ing them out. The laying of the Commercial Cables 
was followed by control of the Postal Telegraph, 
as it was found necessary to the complete success 
of the cable service, to establish land line connec- 
tions, particularly with the centres of trade and 
commerce throughout the country. His desire to 
accomplish this result quickly, made him the more 
ready to listen to persons who were seeking to con- 
trol certain of the fragmentary systems of telegraph 
that were in operation in 1884. Instead, however 
of these alliances facilitating and expediting the 
growth of the telegraph system which he desired 
to construct, they proved a source of serious trouble, 
litigation, disappointment and loss. But this did 
not prevent his going forward with the work to 
which he had put his hand, and the new lines and 
splendid equipment of the Postal Telegraph-Cable 
Company, which now comprises a system several 
times greater, and many times better in character 
of construction, than any competing telegraph sys- 
tem ever previously existing, are the result of his 
faith and his efforts. 

Upon the completion of the Commercial Cables 
in December, 1884, a rate of forty cents per word 
was fixed as against fifty cents charged by the 
several companies comprised in the Anglo-Ameri- 
can-Western Union pool. The “pool” companies 
met this reduction reluctantly, and soon became 


very restive under it. Several efforts were made 
by them to induce the Commercial Company to 
advance its rates to at least fifty cents, and finally 
it was threatened that unless this request was com- 
plied with, the “pool” companies would reduce 
the rateto twelve cents. To this Mr. Mackay re- 
plied that he could not object to their doing as 
they thought best with their own, but that he was 
satished with the rate as then in use, and that he 
could not be driven to advance the rate as demanded. 
Accordingly the “ pool” companies reduced their 
rate to twelve cents. The Commercial Company 
issued a frank circular stating the factsand offering 
a rate of twenty-five cents, and for the first time in 
the history of competition, the public continued 
their patronage of one competitor at a higher rate 
than that charged by another, proving their high 
appreciation of the position of the Commercial 
Company. After along struggle, involving the loss 
of a very large sum of money, the “ pool ” compa- 
nies surrendered, and agreed upon a uniform rate of 
twenty-five cents per word, which has ever since 
continued, 

Mr. Mackay was born in Dublin, November 28, 
1831. His parents brought him to New York in 
1840, and their home during his boyhood, was on 
Park Row, in this city. Не was among the first 
to embark for California when the discovery of 
gold offered such attractions to adventurous, indus- 
trious and hardy men. His acquaintance on the 
Pacific coast is very extensive, and probably no 
citizen of that section is more popular, if as much 
so, as Mr. Mackay. Although somewhat brusque 
in manner and short and decisive in speech, he is a 
very approachable man, and possessed of great 
kindness of heart. To this latter peculiarity may 
be charged most of whatever mistakes he may 
have made in his business transactions and alliances. 
He feels a warm interest in the welfare of all who 
are in any way connected with him, and appreciates 
and recognizes individual rights to an extent that 
is true of few men who occupy positions of control, 
and have large numbers of employes. He is recog- 
nized everywhere as the “soul of honor,” and it 
has often been said of him, that his word is as good 
as the bond of other men. It isa great satisfaction 
to record that, although during the past year— 1893 
—his life has been three times in great peril, once 
by the hand of an insane assassin, and twice by 
serious illness, his physical condition is fully re- 
stored, and there is good reason to anticipate many 
years more of usefulness added to his career. 


J. W. MACKAY, Jr., 


Of the Postal Telegraph-Cable Company, New 
York, was born in San Francisco, Cal., August 12th, 
1870. Не was educated in the Oxford University, 
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England. For some time he represented his 
father’s interests abroad, and on November 14, 
1890, he was appointed president and manager of 
the American Forcite Powder Manufacturing Com- 
pany. Мг. Mackay is а director and member of 
the executive committee of the Commercial Cable 
Company, and also of the Postal Telegraph-Cable 
Company. Present indications point to him asthe 
successor of his father in the control of both these 
large interests. He is possessed of remarkable 
ability, quick perception and capacity for work. 

In his remarks at the banquet given by the 
Postal Telegraph-Cable Company to the officials of 
that company, as well as those representing the 
Co nmercial Cable Company, on May 24, 1894, he 
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J. W. MACKAY, Jr. 


made use of the following language: “ Whatever 
I shall undertake in telegraph affairs, it shall be 
right and clean from top to bottom, with a due ap- 
preciation of the worth of every man, whether by 
my side ог in the struggle of rivalry. I have 
learned this thus far; that in all things, the best is 
the cheapest, because it lasts longer. Employed as 
I am with most of you in the routine of the 
machinery necessary to properly handle the large 
business we are connected with, І have a fellow 
interest with you all. If ту word or influence 15 
needed to assist you in your work, rest assured it 
is yours.” These words are a true index of the 
character of the man who is destined to become a 
power in the future telegraphs of America. 


WILLIAM HENRY BAKER, 


Vice-President Postal Telegraph-Cable Company, 
New York, was born in Buffalo, N. Y., April 13th, 


WILLIAM HENRY BAKER. 


1855. Two years subsequently, his parents re- 
turned to Brooklyn, N. Y., which had previously 
been their home, and there their son received his 
education. At the age of fourteen, he found his 
first employment іп a law office in New York, and 
afterwards entered the service of a commission 
house. Soon after entering his fifteenth year, ap- 
plication was made in his behalf to Mr. A. B. 
Chandler, who invited him to his office. The boy's 
gentlemanly manners and quick intelligence at once 
made a favorable impression, which was strength- 
ened during the course of the interview, by his 
careful observance of the rights of his then present 
employer, and the necessity for giving due notice 
of his intended change, so that no inconvenience 
should be suffered. This incident so early in his 
career is mentioned as exhibiting a commendable 
characteristic of great value. His capacity for 
work soon removed him from the post of office boy, 
and he was assigned to a clerkship under the im- 
mediate direction of Edward C. Cockey, who then 
had charge in the general superintendent’s office, 
of the accounts of all superintendents of the eastern 
division of the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany, and also of the office accounts of the sixth 
district in that division. Under the constant and 
critical instructions of this prince of accountants, 
and the counsel of both General Eckert and Mr. 
Chandler, both of whom were warmly interested in 
his development, young Baker continued in various 
capacities in the service of both the Western Union 
and Alantic and Pacific Telegraph companies, in- 
cluding the secretaryship of the Atlantic and Pacific 
Company, until early in 1885, when he was induced 
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to accept the secretaryship of the American Elec- 
tric Manufacturing Company. While his connection 
with this business was disappointing, it was so 
through no fault of his, and he acquired therein, an 
acquaintance with electric and other machinery, of 
material value. On resigning from this position, he 
bought a membership in the New York Stock Ex- 
change, having shown such aptitude for the peculiar 
business transacted there, as to lead both himself 
and some of his friends to believe it wise for him to 
engage in it. His own good sense soon led him to 
dispose of his interests in the“ street,” immediately 
after which he entered the service of Mr. Theodore 
N. Vail, then president of the Metropolitan Tele- 
phone Company, with whom he continued for more 
than two years, and by whom he was highly es- 
teemed, both for his business qualifications and his 
personal character. In the fall of 1889, he was 
invited to a vice-presidency of the Postal Telegraph 
Cable Company, and assumed the duties pertain- 
ing to that position on the first of November of 
that year. His courteous manners, his close ac- 
quaintance with the details of the telegraph busi- 
ness, a natural fondness for architecture, mechanics, 
and electrical science, his tact in dealing with the 
peculiarities of men, and his sound judgment in 
administering affairs intrusted to his care, are 
recognized by all who come in contact with him in 
business, while his personal friendliness for the 
“rank and file” of the service, as well as for all 
within range of his close acquaintance, combine to 
make him one of the most popular men in the 
telegraph business of to-day, and lead to the pre- 
diction, that if his life and health are spared, he will 
be charged with important duties in the conduct of 
that business, long after those who are now admin- 
istering it have finished their career. 


EDWARD C. PLATT, 


Treasurer of the Postal Telegraph-Cable Company 
and of the Commercial Cable-Company, was born 
in Mobile, Ala., оп the 4th of January, 1851. In 
1856, his parents removed to Petersburg, Va., where 
they remained until 1865, when they removed to 
Louisville, Ky. His father isan Episcopal clergy- 
man, of distinguished, scholarly attainments, and 
during the residence of the family in Petersburg, 
covering the entire period of the war, he was a close 
personal friend of General Robert E. Lee. 

Young Platt entered upon an active business 
career in Louisville, first, as a clerk in the Falls 
City Bank and afterwards as salesman and chief 
clerk in the wholesale grocery house of Messrs. 
Gardner and Company, where his close attention 
to business and his unusual capacity tor work and 
his accuracy in dealing with details gained him an 
enviable reputation. He left this employment to 


accept the more desirable position of managing 
clerk in the office of Mr. Е. Е. Eyre, a stock broker 
doing an extensive business in San Francisco. He 
left this employment in April, 1878, to accept a 
further promotion in the service of Messrs. Flood 
and O’Brien, and subsequently had charge of the 
books of the estate of Mr. William S. O’Brien. 
This employment led to his accepting the position 
of teller in the Nevada Bank, in which he performed 
such meritorious service as to secure for him in 
October, 1881, the appointment as agent of the 
Nevada Bank of San Francisco in New York city, 
which position he held for about ten years. After 
the death of Mr. Flood this agency was discon- 


EDWARD C. PLATT. 


tinued, and in December, 1881, Mr. Platt became 
actively engaged in the affairs of both the Postal 
and the Commercial Cable Companies, and also in 
the personal affairs of Mr. John W. Mackay. He 
was a member of the Building Committee, having 
charge of the construction of the Postal Telegraph 
Building, in New York city, and in that capacity 
rendered admirable service, and naturally became 
one of the three attorneys having permanent charge 
of the building, as landlords. 

Asa business man, Мг, Platt 15 thorough, method- 
ical, painstaking, exact, of the highest integrity and 
efficient to a degree, which renders his service in- 
valuable to those with whom he is associated. 


FRANCIS W. JONES, 


Electrical engineer Postal Telegraph-Cable Com- 
pany, New York, was born in Weymouth, Nova 
Scotia, a descendant of Lewis Jones, who with his 
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FRANCIS W. JONES. 


wife Anna, came from England, in the ship “ In- 
crease,” about 1640, and settled in Roxbury, Mass., 
where they became members of George Eliot's 
church. 

At Weymouth, Francis W., spent his youth, and 
in 1859, when thirteen years of age, he entered the 
Post Office, at Kentville, №. 5., аѕ a clerk. There, 
without any help or advice, he learned telegraphy, 
and in about three months began telegraph work 
also. Не continued in this dual capacity, varying 
the monotony by issuing marriage licenses and re- 
cording vital statistics, until 1867. 

Mr. jones then removed to St. John, New Bruns- 
wick, where he accepted a position as operator. 
He was soon given full care of the batteries in ad- 
dition. The office was then the repeater station 
for the Atlantic cables, just put in operation, and 
was one of the most important of the company. 

During 1868-9, severe electric storms occurred, 
stopping many of the circuits. On several occa- 
sions the batteries were disconnected and the wires 
were worked entirely by auroral currents. At Mr. 
Jones’ suggestion, two wires between St. John and 
Plaister Cove, the eastern repeater point, and two 
between St. John and Boston, the western repeater 
point, were looped into metallic circuits, and the 
St. John-Milliken repeater spanned the two loops 
in such a way as to eliminate all earth connections. 
Signals were immediately exchanged free from at- 
mospheric disturbances. 

Mr. Jones thinks that St. John was perhaps the 
first American city that saw a public exhibition of 
the electric light. On the occasion of a visit of 
royalty to that city about 1870, Mr. Jones arranged 
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two hundred cells of bichromate of potash battery 
in series, and using two of the new carbons as 
electrodes, produced at night a brilliant arc light 
from the window of the Telegraph office upon 
Prince William street, attracting a large crowd of 
sightseers. 

Desiring more scope for his electrical investiga- 
tions, Mr. Jones went from St. John to Chicago, in 
1872, and accepted a position as operator upon the 
night staff of the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany. His promotion from this on was rapid, be- 
coming Sunday manager, assistant day chief oper- 
ator, assistant to electrician Summers, and assistant 
manager of the Chicago office, with supervision of 
all the circuits within a radius of 500 miles. Не 
was largely instrumental in the formation of the 
Chicago Electrical Society and the American Elec- 
trical Society, also an indefatigable agent of the Tele- 
graphers Mutual Benefit Association, whose mem- 
bership was largely increased through his efforts. It 
was during his employment in Chicago, in Decem- 
ber, 1874, that he set up the first Edison quadruplex 
west of New York, and in 1875 greatly improved 
the system by changing it from the bridge to the 
differential form, and by applying condensers to 
mitigate the “kick.” In 1879, he patented a device 
to obviate the harmful effects of electro-magnets їп 
telephone circuits, and also made a drawing ofa 
plan to use the electro-magnets wound in multiple. 
This original sketch is now in the possession of Mr. 
Т. D. Lockwood, of Boston. Inan article published 
in the Journal of the American Electrical Soctety, 
Mr. Jones was the first to explain the cause of the 
remarkable electric storms that at times disturb 
and sometimes wholly prevent the operation of the 

telegraph wires inthis country. His investigations 
unmistakably traced the trouble to sand and snow 
storms, which on passing over the telegraph lines, 
allow the highly electrified particles of sand or 
snow to touch the wires ez passant, and communi- 
cate to them charges of electricity, which manifest 
themselves in varying quantities of very high volt- 
age, and discharge so frequently across the key 
points during the attempt to signal, that nothing in- 
telligible can besent at the time over the wire. On 
the vast prairies, the surfaces of which are so dry 
and well insulated, the sand flies in clouds, and by 
some mysterious means, similar to the aqueous clouds 
of the sky, become highly charged with electricity. 

In 1880, Mr. Jones accepted the newly created 
position of general circuit manager of the Western 
Union Telegraph Company, with headquarters at 
New York. It was during his two years service in 
this position that he invented the sextuplex de- 
scribed in his patent No. 254,220. 

In 1882, he became vice-president and general 
manager of the Union Electric Manufacturing Сот: 
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pany, and in 1884, he resigned to accept a position as 
electrician of the Bankers and Merchants Telegraph 
Company. He signalized his appointment by the 
invention of a duplex that did not require the use 
of Stearns condensers on long circuits and proved 
in every way as efficient. (Patent, 300,781.) 

In 1885, he was appointed general manager to 
the receiver of the Bankers and Merchants Tele- 
graph Company, and later on became assistant 
general manager and electrician of the joint United 
Lines and Postal Telegraph Company. 

At the present time Mr. Jones is the electrica] 
engineer of the Postal Telegraph Cable-Company. 
He has been instrumental in supplanting about 
96,000 cells of battery at the principal stations of 
this company with dynamos and dynamotors, ar- 
ranged in conjunction with special apparatus and 
switch devices embraced in a large number of pat- 
ents he has received. One invention of special 
importance is the holding device to bridge over re- 
versals in the quadruplex, described and claimed 
in patent No. 462,901. Mr. Jones is a life member 
of the New York Press Club, a life member of the 
American Institute of Electrical Engineers, and 
was first president of the New York Electrical So- 
ciety, and was the electrical expert of the Senate 
Committee on General Laws during its investiga- 
tion into the methods employed in furnishing elec- 
tricity, for lighting and power purposes, in New 
York state, in F ebruary, 1890. 

Mr. Jones had entire supervision of the electrical 
plant in the new home of the Postal Telegraph- 
Cable Company, at 253 Broadway, New York. 
The thoroughness in which the telegraph equip- 
ment was installed, has elicited the most favorable 
commendations of electricians everywhere. It is re- 
garded as the best equipped telegraph office in the 
world. 


EDGAR C. BRADLEY, 


Assistant general manager Postal Telegraph-Cable 
Company, New York, was born at Portland, Mich., 
November 16th, 1855, where he received a common 
school education. At the age of fifteen years heen- 
tered the service of the Michigan Central Railroad 
Company as telegraph operator, and continued in the 
service of that corporation for seven years, as oper- 
ator, station agent, and superintendent’s clerk. In 
1877, he was employed by the Pennsylvania Rail- 
road Company in the train dispatcher’s office at 
Allegheny, Pa., continuing in this position about a 
year, when he was engaged by superintendent O. 
H. Booth as his clerk, in Columbus, Ohio. In 1884, 
he was made assistant superintendent of telegraph 
of the south-western telegraph system of the 
Pennsylvania Railroad Company. Оп the ist of 
January, 1888, he was appointed superintendent of 
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telegraph of the entire Pennsylvania Railway sys- 
tem, west of Pittsburgh. Just four years later, he 
was made assistant general manager of the Postal 
Telegraph-Cable Company, with headquarters at 
New York city. He has general charge of the 
lines and physical property of the company and the 
statistics relative thereto ; the supervision of requi- 
sitions for supplies, and performs a variety of other 
duties connected with the management of the traffic 
of the company, for which his varied experience, 
energy and ability, eminently qualify him. 


THEODORE 1. CUYLER, Jr. 


THEODORE L.CUYLER, Jr., 


Assistant treasurer of the Postal Telegraph-Cable 
Company, New York, was born in Brooklyn, N. Y., 
July oth, 1863, and was educated at the Polytechnic 
Institute of that city. He entered the service of 
the Postal Telegraph Company in October, 1885, 
and was elected assistant treasurer of that company 
in 1889, which position he occupies at the present 
time. Mr. Cuyler is also assistant treasurer of the 
Pacific Postal Telegraph Company, and treasurer 
of the Electric Building Loan and Savings Asso- 


ciation. 


JOHN OSCAR STEVENS, 


Secretary of the Postal Telegraph-Cable Company, 
and also of the Commercial Cable Company, was 
born in New York city, June 1ọth, 1840. Не 
graduated from Public School No. 3, in that city in 
1851, and was unable to enter the free academy as 
he desired, because of his extreme youth, no pupils 
being allowed to enter there under fourteen years 
of age. Before the close of the year 1851, his 
father removed to what is now known as the city 
of Mt. Vernon, N. Y., which grew up as a village 
under the leadership of the elder Mr. Stevens. In 
1858, young Stevens entered the office of Messrs. 
Coudert Brothers, New York city, where he studied 
law about four years, and afterwards continued his 
studies with Judge Osborne, now of the City Court 
in Brooklyn. He was admitted to the bar in 1865, 
and practised his profession іп New York city. In 
1868, he accepted a position as private secretary to 
president Courtenay, of the New York, West 
Shore and Chicago Railway Company, and re- 
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mained in that position until the interests changed 
hands some years later. 

Mr. Stevens became connected with the Postal 
Telegraph-Cable Company, almost at the beginning 
of its history, and was assistant secretary until Nov- 
ember, 1889, when he was elected secretary, and in 
January, 1891, he was also made secretary of the 
Commercial Cable Company. 

Mr. Stevens is the personification of industry, 
kindness, and good sense. His skill in penman- 
ship is of the highest order; his attention to busi- 
ness constant and efficient. He ownsacommodious 
home at Plainfield, N. J., where he has resided for 
thirteen years past, and where, in addition to the 
charm and usefulness which a good man always 
brings to his home, he is highly valued for his 
interest in church work, and particularly as an 
organist and director of music. 


CHARLES P. BRUCH, 


Assistant secretary of the Postal Telegraph-Cable 
Company, New York, was born in Louisville, Ky., 
April 20th, 1860. His father was Captain Samuel 
Bruch, military superintendent of the division of 
the Mississippi, and superintendent of the South- 
western Telegraph Company, who is well гетет- 
bered by many of the older members of the craft, 
and to whom, at his death, in 1865, the employes 
of his division erected a beautiful monument in the 
cemetery at Canton, Ohio, where he was buried. 
After his father’s death, Mr. Bruch, with his 
mother’s family, lived in Canton, Ohio, where іп 
January, 1878, he entered the Western Union Tele- 
graph office as a student. His progress was such 


that in June of the same year he was given a posi- 
tion as operator. In the November following, he 
came to New York, and after working at the key 
in the Western Union main office for four years, 
beginning his service as operator upon the “ Jersey 
ways ” and ending it іп the Cable Department, he 
was placed in charge of the complaint bureau of 
the operating room. In this position he continued 
until, in the summer of 1883, he was offered the 
clerkship of the Telegraphers Mutual Benefit As- 
sociation, under the then secretary, Mr. Brewer. 
Upon Mr. Brewer’s election to the presidency of 
the Association in November, 1883, Mr. Bruch was 
elected secretary, to which office he was re-elected 
at the four succeeding annual meetings. Whenhe 
assumed the duties of secretary, the growth in 
membership and constantly increasing labor had 
rendered it necessary to open new accounts and 
adopt systematic methods in keeping the records 
and files, which were not needed at the time when 
the members were comparatively few and the work 
inconsiderable. All this was done under Mr. Bruch’s 
direction, in such a manner as to call forth the un- 
qualified commendation of the auditing committees 
and others who examined them. 

Mr. Bruch was also actively connected with the 
Serial Building Loan and Savings Institution, being 
one of its organizers, and serving for several years 
on its Board of Managers. He was a member 
of the Executive Committee of the Telegraphers 
Aid Society for two years, when he resigned from 
the committee, in order that there might be placed 
in his stead a representative from among the lady 
members of the society. Не was one of the or- 
ganizers and the first president of the Magnetic 
Club, which was the first social club of its kind 
among telegraphers, and which from its inception, 
has been a pronounced success Aside from his 
connection with telegraphic societies, Mr. Bruch 
has been an active member of the Ohio Society of 
New York, and of various other social organizations. 

At the conclusion of his fifth year as secretary of 
the Telegraphers Mutual Benefit Association, Mr. 
Bruch resigned that position and took charge of 
the office of the Edison Phonograph Company, 
under its general agent, Mr. E. T. Gilliland, until 
it was absorbed by the North American Phonograph 
Company, some months later. He then became 
the secretary and treasurer of the Non-magnetic 
Watch Company, remaining in that capacity for a 
year or more, when he was offered the position of 
assistant to the vice-president of the Postal Tele- 
graph-Cable Company. Не accepted this offer in 
June, 1891, and on January Ist, 1893, was made 
assistant secretary of the company, which office he 
now holds. 

Mr. Bruch was married, April 20th, 1892, to Miss 
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Elizabeth D. Lowerre, of ‘New York. They have 
one son, born December 27th, 1893. 


RUSSELL Н. ROBBINS, 


Purchasing agent and superintendent supply de- 
partment, was born in Hartford, Conn., July rst, 
1843. In 1860, at the age of 17 years, he entered 
the employment of Messrs. Robinson and Lord, at 
Baltimore, Md., and remained with that firm in 
Baltimore for about eight years, when a branch of 
the business was established in New York, of which 
Mr. Robbins took charge as a partner. 

He has served thirteen years in the National 
Guard of New York, with the rank of major, and 
was honorably discharged, 28th August, 1877. 

Soon after the organization of the American 
Rapid Telegraph Company, Mr. Robbins was in- 
duced to become the purchasing agent of that 
company, and to take charge of its supply depart- 
ment. He continued in this capacity for the Bank 
ers and Merchants Company after they obtained 
control of the property of the American Rapid 
Telegraph Company, and subsequently assumed 
the same duties for the Postal Telegraph-Cable 
Company and the Commercial Cable Company. 

Mr. Robbins is a man of thorough integrity and 
ability, and is peculiarly well qualified for the im- 
portant position which he now occupies. Courteous 
and kind to all, and exacting in the carrying out of 
every detail of the large business entrusted to him, 
he is at once, one of the most efficient and popular 


purchasing agents in the country. 
ISAAC SMITH, 


Superintendent of Tariffs, of the Postal Telegraph- 
Cable Co., New York, was born in Brooklyn, N. Y., 


am 6. м d | 


ISAAC SMITH. 


May roth, 1859. He entered the telegraph service 
in 1880, with the Bankersand Merchants Telegraph 
Company. He entered the service of the Postal 
Telegraph-Cable Company in 1884, being connected 
with the Auditor’s and Tariff departments until 
December, 1892, at which time he was appointed 
superintendent of tariffs of same company, which 
position he still holds. 


MINOR M. DAVIS, 


Assistant electrician of the Postal Telegraph-Cable 
Company, New York, is a native of the great com- 
monwealth of Massachusetts, being born at North 


Chatham, on March 28th, 1858. In 1865, his par- 
ents moved to Nantucket, Mass., where young 
Davis received most of his early education. 

Mr. Davis’ first appearance in the telegraph ser- 
vice was in 1873,when, having acquired some knowl- 
edge of telegraphy, he was appointed manager of a 
branch office of the Franklin Telegraph Company, 
in Washington, D. С. Hewas subsequently in the 
employ of the Southern and Atlantic, Automatic, 
Atlantic and Pacific and Western Union Telegraph 
Companies, in Washington and Baltimore, the 
combinations occurring among the telegraph com- 
panies rendering necessary rather frequent changes. 

In 1878, he came to New York in the service of 
the Western Union Telegraph Company, at 195 
Broadway, and remained with it for five years in 
the capacity of operator and chief operator. In 
1884, Mr. Davis entered the service of the Bankers 
and Merchants Telegraph Company, and was as- 
signed to the electrical department, in which branch 
of the telegraph service he has since continued, 
being now the assistant electrician of the Postal 
Telegraph-Cable Company. Mr. Davis was asso- 
ciated with Mr. William Maver, Jr., in the author- 
ship and production of that excellent work known 
all over the world—‘ The Quadruplex.” 

During his experience Mr. Davis devised several 
useful improvements in telegraphic apparatus, and 
has conducted difficult operations connected with 
the installation of new methods and machinery. 

He greatly assisted in the installment of the 
new Postal Telegraph building in New York. 

Mr. Davis is an enthusiastic member of all the 
electrical societies of a fraternal character in New 
York, and is a member of the Executive Committee 
of the Telegraphers Mutual Benefit Association, a 
director in the Electrical Building Association, and 
one of the auditors of the Serial Building Assocta- 
tion. 

He believes in the development of the body as 
well as the brain and takes a lively interest in 
aquatic sports, being vice-commodore of the Brook- 
lyn Canoe Club. 

Mr. Davis is a gentleman of sterling integrity, 
and his success in his chosen profession shows what 
faithful attention to business and perseverance will 
accomplish for a man who is true to himself and 
his fellowmen. 


ROCELLUS S. GUERNSEY, 


The general counsel for the Postal Telegraph- 
Cable Company, superintendent of bureau of taxa- 
tion of said company, was born in Otsego county, 
N. Y., in 1836. Не commenced the study of the 
law, and was admitted to the bar in New York city, 
in June, 1859, where he immediately commenced 
and has since continued the practice of the law, and 
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ROCELLUS S. GUERNSEY. 


was admitted to the United States Supreme Court 
bar in 1863. Heisa close student in his profession, 
and always has a hobby as a means of relaxation 
from his busines; its direction has been in the 
study of literature, the natural science, history and 
philosophy in some special branch of the law, which 
have in many instances developed into written 
essays and books. 

The list of his published works have reached 
more than a score, besides articles and book reviews 
that have appeared in periodicals. 

May 15, 1880, he became especially employed by 
the Western Union Telegraph Company at its 
principal office in New York, inthe duties of office 
attorney, more particularly in connection with the 
taxes and reports which were required of telegraph 
companies by law in the several states. 

At the time the American Union Telegraph 
Company and the Atlantic and Pacific Telegraph 
Company were absorbed and united in the Western 
Union Telegraph Company, in 1881, he wrote a 
history of the growth of the Western Union Tele- 
graph Company, which was published in the New 
York World, on January 24th, 1881, and was re- 
published in the Journal of the Telegraph, on Feb- 
ruary ist, 1881. In October of that year, he added 
to his other duties there, that of editor of the 
Journal of the Telegraph, which then was, and still 
is published by the Western Union Telegraph 
Company. He continued its editor, writing its 
chief articles, until the February issue of 1883, at 
which time his employment by the Western Union 
Telegraph Company ceased. | 

In January, 1883, he left the Western Union 
Telegraph Company, but continued in the employ 
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of the Mutual Union Telegraph Company about 
One year longer. In November, 1883, he became 
employed by the Postal Telegraph Company, in 
the same Capacity, that of office attorney. In Jan- 
uary following, added the Bankers and Merchants, 
and American Rapid Telegraph companies to his 
special clientage. The Posta] Telegraph Company 
changed its management in June, 1884, at which 
time his connection there temporarily ceased. In 
November following, the Baltimore and Ohjo Tele- 
graph Company, having then extended its lines, he 
united their clientage to his duties connected with 
the Bankers and Merchants Telegraph Company 
and its system. He continued to serve both com- 
panies until the Baltimore and Ohio was absorbed 
by the Western Union Telegraph Company, in 
October, 188 7, and when the Bankers and Merchants 
Telegraph Company became the United Lines 
Telegraph Company and united its business with 
the Postal Telegraph-Cable Company, which had 
been reorganized in January, 1886. Не again be- 
came the office attorney of the latter company, and 
now holds that position and that of superintendent 
of the bureau of taxation of the entire system of the 
Postal Telegraph-Cable Company, and also that of 
general counsel in every case in every state where 
the Postal Telegraph-Cable Company is a party. 
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WILLIAM В. VAN SIZE, 


Patent attorney of the Postal Telegraph-Cable 
Company, New York, was born in Utica, №. Y., 
April 8, 1853. He received an academic education 
in his native city, and in 1868 became a messenger 
in the service of the Western Union Telegraph 
Company, in Utica. At the end of six months he 


was made night operator at Oneida, N. Y. In 
May, 1870, he accepted a position in Troy, N. Y., 
for the Atlantic and Pacific Telegraph Company, 
and in June of the same year, he went to Albany 
for the same company, remaining there until 1877. 
He then went with the New York Central Railroad 
Company at Syracuse, N. Y. He returned to 
Utica and worked for the Western Union Tele- 
graph Company. Не remained in this place but 
ashort time, going into the service of the New 
York, Ontario and Western Railroad. He worked 
at several stations on this road. He had become 
a proficient short-hand reporter, and was at one 
session an official reporter in the Canadian Parlia- 
ment at Ottawa, and also a reporter in the New 
York state legislature. During these periods he 
held his position in Albany by employing a substi- 
tute. During his stay there he became chief oper- 
ator and circuit manager between New York and 
Syracuse. When the Atlantic and Pacific Com- 
pany was absorbed by the Western Union Tele- 
graph Company, he accepted а position as operator, 
reserving sufficient spare time, however, to attend 
the Albany Law School. In May, 1879, he grad- 
uated with the degree of Bachelor of Laws. He 
was at once admitted to the bar as attorney and 
counsellor at law, and came to New York city. In 
June, 1879, he took a position as night operator in 
the Western Union Telegraph service at 195 
Broadway, continuing his study and practice of law 
during the day. In October, 1879, he gave up this 
position to accept one in the attorney's office of 
the telegraph company. In his new position he 
had charge of the department of taxes, rights of 
way, licenses, etc., as affected by the laws of the 
different states and territories, which he collated in 
asingle volume. In 1881, he was transferred to 
the executive offices of the Atlantic and Pacific 
Telegraph Company, having charge of the depart- 
ment of claims, and other legal work. Early in 
1882, he returned to the attorney’s office of the 
Western Union Telegraph Company, and devoted 
himself to patent law and patent expert work, re- 
maining there until the spring of 1884, when he 
went with the American Bell Telephone Company 
in Boston, as solicitor of patents and patent expert. 
In 1886, he left the Bell Company, together with 
Theodore N. Vail, О. Е. Madden and Charles R. 
Truex, who had purchased a controlling interest in 
the Electrical Accumulator Company, between 
which company and the Brush Company extensive 
litigation was impending. This litigation was be- 
gun in thespring of 1887, and was but recently termi- 
nated. Mr. Van Size had charge of the supervision 
of this litigation. 
In 1890, Mr. Van Size entered the service of the 
General] Electric Company, as solicitor of patents 


and patent expert. His attention was almost ex- 
clusively given to the electric railway and its details, 
and he has been engaged in all the company’s liti- 
gation in this particular branch of its business, In 
the spring of 1894, Mr. Van Size rearranged his 
professional relations with the General Electric 
Company, so as to enable him to establish an inde- 
pendent clzenfele in all matters excepting electric 
railways. 

Mr. Van Size is an active member of the 
American Institute of Electrical Engineers. For 
the past eight years he has been chairman of the 
Board of Examiners of the Institute. 


LEANDER D. PARKER, 


General superintendent of the Western Division of 
the Postal Telegraph-Cable Company, Chicago, has 
been prominently identified with the telegraph in- 
terests of the country for nearly forty years, and in 
all its varied branches, has filled many positions of 
importance and responsibility. He was born at 
Stukley, Lower Canada, in 1837. When he was 
but two years of age, his parents removed to Medina 
county, Ohio, where they died about four years 
later. In 1849, he attended school at Ashland, 
Ohio, and about two years later, learned to tele- 
graph on the old “ Wade Line” in that town. He 
remained in the employ of that pioneer company 
as operator, and afterwards as manager, until after 
it had united with the Western Union Telegraph 
Company. 

In 1855, he removed to Chicago and entered the 
service of the Illinois and Mississippi Telegraph 
Company, taking charge at different times of several 
offices of that company in Illinois and Iowa, until 
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the beginning of the war in 1861, when he joined 
the three months troops, and was assigned to duty 
as military operater at Cairo, Il., being among the 
very first military operators in the west. He re- 
mained in the government service, connected with 
the Army of the Tennessee until 1863, when he 
returned north and renewed his service with the 
Illinois and Mississippi Telegraph Company. He 
was manager at Quincy, Illinois, for several years 
prior to 1869, when he was appointed chief clerk 
to the district superintendent of the Western Union 
Telegraph Company at Chicago, and was made 
assistant superintendent іп 1880. 

In 188, һе left this position and was appointed аѕ- 
sistant general superintendent of the Mutual Union 
Telegraph Company, which had then just been 
organized. In the fall of 1882, he undertook the 
construction of the western portion of the Postal 
Telegraph Company’s line, completing the same 
into Chicago, early in 1883. Soon after its comple- 
tion, he was appointed to the position above men- 
tioned, which he still occupies. His long practical 
experience in the various branches of telegraph 
service ; his thorough acquaintance with the west- 
ern country and its extensive business interests, 
and especially such as are in any way related to the 
telegraph ; his accurate knowledge of details and 
his sound judgment, entitle him to distinction in 
the telegraph business, and in his present post of 
duty, he is regarded as an able, industrious and 
progressive representative of the interests which 
he is serving. 
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JOHN H. EMERICK, 


General superintendent of the Postal Telegraph- 
Cable Company, New York, was born at Fulton, 


N. Y., November 7th, 1843, and received a good 
education at the Falley Seminary, Fulton, and the 
Pulaski Academy, Pulaski, №. Y. He began his 
career as а telegrapher in Fulton, in 1860, and 
worked at Oswego and Watertown, N. Y., until 
December, 1861, when he entered the military 
telegraph service at McDowell’s headquarters, 
Arlington Heights, Virginia. He was in the field 
at the headquarters of the commanders of the Army 
of the Potomac, McClellan, Burnside, Hooker and 
Meade, during the campaigns on the Peninsula in 
1862, and the campaigns of "63, '64 and ’6s, in 
Virginia and Maryland, as operator and cipher 
clerk. In January, 1865, he was made chief орет- 
ator of the Army of the James, and continued at its 
headquarters and at Richmond, until the telegraph 
corps was disbanded, when he accepted the chief 
operatorship of the Richmond office of the Western 
Union Telegraph Company. 

Mr. Emerick was one of the twelve military 
telegraph operators who were presented with 
watches by the United States government through 
Edwin M. Stanton, Secretary of War, “in recogni- 
tion of long, continued and faithful service.” This 
watch and the letter of presentation accompanying 
it, are the most highly prized of Mr. Emerick’s 
many mementos of the “ late unpleasantness,” He 
remained at Richmond until January, 1867, when 
he transferred his services to the War Department, 
at Washington, where he remained until July of 
the same year, resigning to enter the cable depart- 
ment of the Western Union Telegraph Company, 
in New York. His record of three years їп this 
most exacting branch of the telegraphic service, 
placed him in the foremost rank of the brilliant 
telegraphers of the country. 

In January, 1870, he resigned to accept a position 
with the New York Fire Alarm Telegraph, as 
operator. Later on, he was made chief operator, 
and afterwards superintendent of the service. 

In 1878, Mr. Emerick enlisted in the service of 
the Metropolitan Telephone and Telegraph Com- 
pany. 

In March, 1879, he was appointed superintendent 
of the Mutual Union Telegraph Company, which 
position he held until the consolidation, when, in 
August, 1881, he was appointed superintendent of 
the Postal Telegraph-Cable Company. 

In August, 1885, he was made general superin- 
tendent of the eastern division of the Postal Tele- 
graph-Cable Company, which position һе still 
retains to the utmost satisfaction of all. 

He is a careful, conscientious, faithful officer, an 
ideal gentleman, and is devotedly popular with his 
subordinates. | 

His long and varied experience has qualified 
him for successful management, and he has all the 


173 


prestige and advantage which excellence of charac- 
ter, and known honor and ability can give him. 


JOSEPH W. KATES, 


General superintendent of the southern division of 
the Postal, Richmond, Va., first entered the tele- 
graph service at the office of the Magnetic Telegraph 
Company, at Wilmington, Del., and was the first 
operator at the Wilmington depot office, when it 
was opened during the winter of 1856. 

In 1858, he entered the service of the Washing- 
ton and New Orleans Telegraph Company at 
Petersburg, Ма. In 1859, he was transferred to the 
Richmond office of the same company, and with 
the manager of that office, Mr. Сео. W. Rady, 
handled the entire business of the city, both com- 
mercial and railroad, and in addition the manager 
kept the books and accounts of the office. He was, 
in 1860, transferred to Alexandria, Va., as manager 
of that office, and after the evacuation of that city 
was placed in charge of the office at Manassas 
Junction, and for a time alone did the entire work 
of that office, commercial, military and railroad. 
He was afterwards operator at the headquarters of 
General Beauregard, at Columbus, Ky., and Hum- 
boldt, Tenn., and for a time was manager of the 
Southwestern Telegraph Company's office, at 
Corinth, Miss., and later an operator at General 
Beauregard’s headquarters at that place and at 
Tupelo, Miss. 

He was subsequently ordered to Charleston, as 
manager of the commercial office at that place, and 
afterwards appointed military superintendent of 
telegraph in General Beauregard’s department, 
South Carolina and Georgia. 


He established a system of wires and cables con- 
necting the various forts and batteries with Charles- 
ton, and maintained telegraphic communication 
with Forts Sumter and Moultrie during the terrific 
bombardment by the batteries on Morris Island 
and the monitors; and, although the defenders of 
Fort Sumter could not effect communication during 
daylight with the city, and the approach to the fort 
during the darkest night, one of great risk, they 
felt that they were not cut off from the outside 
world while the ticking of the telegraph was heard. 
Communication with the fort was maintained con- 
tinuously, except on one occasion when the cable 
failed, probably caused by a shot or shell, but it 
was renewed during the second night thereafter, 
when a new cable was laid between Sumter and 
Fort Johnson. 

At the close of the war, he was, with the other 
southern operators, kindly received and promptly 
employed at the office of the American Telegraph 
Company in New York, through the generosity of 
Marshall Lefferts, then general manager of the 
company. 

The American Telegraph Company about that 
time absorbed the Washington and New Orleans, 
and its successor the Southern Telegraph Com- 
pany. 

Upon the consolidation of the American, Western 
Union and Southwestern Telegraph companies, 
in 1866, Mr. Kates was appointed superintendent 
of the Western Union Telegraph Company, with 
headquarters at Lynchburg, Va., and in 1872, was 
transferred to Richmond in charge of the district 
comprising Virginia, North Carolina, and portions 
of Tennessee and Georgia. 

Shortly after the consolidation of the Western 
Union and American Union Telegraph companies 
in 1882, he entered the service of the Southern 
Telegraph Company, then building from Washing- 
ton southward, and was appointed general superin- 
tendent of that company and continued in 15 
service until its sale under foreclosure of mortgage. 

Late in the year of 1888, the Postal Telegraph- 
Cable Company decided to extend its system 
southward from Washington, and Mr. Kates was 
appointed general superintendent of the southern 
division, and under his supervision the lines of 
that company were built and the operating forces 
organized, 


EDWARD J. NALLY, 


Assistant general superintendent of the Postal 
Telegraph-Cable Company, Chicago, was born in 
Philadelphia, April 11, 1860. He commenced his 
telegraph career with the Western Union Telegraph 
Company as a messenger, at St. Louis, September 
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EDWARD J. NALLY, 


1, 1875. А year later, he was promoted to assist- 
ant book-keeper. Later, he was placed in charge 
of city line business. In 1878, he was promoted 
to a clerkship in Colonel Clowry’s office, then 
assistant district superintendent at St. Louis: after 
which he filled several important positions in the 
service until 1882, when he followed I. McMichael, 
who was Colonel Clowry’s and subsequently, Colo- 
nel Baker’s assistant, to Minneapolis; Мг. 
McMichael, having shortly before been appointed 
superintendent, and placed in charge of the lines 
formerly the property of the Northwestern Tele- 
graph Company. In 1885, he was appointed chief 
clerk to superintendent McMichael, which position 
he filled until October 20, 1890, when he accepted 
the position of assistant to the general superintend- 
ent, western division, of the Postal Telegraph- 
Cable Company, which position he filled so very 
acceptably that he was made assistant general 
superintendent, January 1, 1892. 

Mr. Nally is one of the most competent, faithful 
and hardworking men in the telegraph profession. 


L. W. STORROR, 


Superintendent of the Pacific Postal Telegraph- 
Cable Company, was born in England in 1848. 
His first telegraphic experience was in 1862, at St. 
Catherines, Ontario. Three years later he was 
transferred to the general office of the Great 
Western Railway Company at Hamilton, leaving 
there in 1868 for California, where he has since re- 
sided. Mr. Storror has gone through every grade 
in the service from messenger to superintendent, 
and has been with the Pacific Postal Company 
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since they began” operations on the coast. The 
success of that company is in no small measure due 
to the progressive and energetic methods of his 
administration, as well as to his large personal 
acquaintance апа universal popularity with the 
business community. 

While an old timer as regards the years of his 
telegraphic services, Mr. Storror is not content with 
old time ways and means. He js constantly in 
search of improved methods and was the first to 
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L. W. STORROR, 


demonstrate the utility of the type-writing machine 
for general business, and the Pacific Postal Tele- 
graph Company was the first to require that every 
operator in the larger offices must be a type-writer. 
Many other innovations and improvements have 
been introduced in the Pacific Postal system, and 
that company has a reputation for handling its 
business in a most excellent manner. 


HEMAN J. PETTENGILL, 


Superintendent of the Postal Telegraph-Cable 
Company, at Boston, Mass., was born at Bruns- 
wick, Maine, April 8th, 1851. He entered the ser- 
vice of the American Telegraph Company, at 
Brunswick, Me., in 1865, andin 1867, was appointed 
manager of the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany at Lewiston; was transferred to Augusta, 
Me., in 1868, and received Associated Press reports 
there for about two years. In 1870, he entered 
the Western Union Telegraph office in Boston, 
and remained there for eleven years. In 1881, he 
accepted the position as manager of the Boston 
office of the American Rapid Telegraph Company, 
and in 1883, was appointed superintendent of the 


HEMAN J. PETTENGILL, 


Bankers and Merchants Telegraph Company. Н 


е 


has been identified with competing companies ever 


since. 


EDWARD B. PILLSBURY, 


Assistant superintendent of the Postal-Telegraph 
Company, Boston, Mass., was born at Belfast, Me., 
May зга, 1856. Не entered the service of the 
American Telegraph Company, at Belfast, as mes- 
senger at the age of nine; learned the business 
readily and was made manager of a Western Union 
office at the age of twelve years. Two years later 


was transferred to Bangor and assigned to the As. 
sociated Press wire, at the same time pursuing 
studies witha private tutor. Не entered the Maine 
State College at the age of sixteen, remaining two 
years, working in the various offices during vaca- 
tions. Mr. Pillsbury then made a tour of the south, 
working one year for the Southern and Atlantic 
Company, at Montgomery, Ala. He removed to 
Boston in 1875, and entered the Western Union 
service under manager Milliken. He remained on 
the night force for four years with night manager 
Leighton. In 1879, Mr. Pillsbury was appointed 
chief operator of the American Rapid Company, 
at Boston, and promoted to be manager in 1882, 
and has since continued in the service of the Amer- 
ican Rapid, the Bankers and Merchants, the United 
Lines and Postal companies at Boston, as manager 
and chief operator. On February 15th, 1894, Mr. 
Pillsbury was appointed assistant superintendent of 
the first district eastern division, with headquarters 
at Boston. 
He is fond of athletics and music, and most of 
his leisure time is devoted to cycling. 
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EDWARD GILBERT COCHRANE, 


Superintendent second district eastern division. 
Postal Telegraph-Cable Company, New York, was 


born February 23rd, 1853, at Argyle, Washington 


county, N. Y. 


He graduated at Greenwich, N. Y., 


where he received a common school education, and 
at Bryant and Stratton’s Business College at Troy, 


New York, one year later, 


After one year in 


Topeka, Kansas, in commercial business, he re- 
turned to New York state and entered a law office 
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at Schuylerville, and while there was elected justice 
ofthe peace. He was the youngest justice ever 
elected in Saratoga county. 

He early became interested in electrical subjects, 
апа in 1879, served a brief apprenticeship in tele- 
graphy. Не later served as inspector, special іп- 
spector and manager in the Metropolitan Telephone 
Company in New York, resigning January, 1884, 
to enter the service of the Postal Telegraph-Cable 
Company. He was appointed, in 1887, superintend- 
ent of Metropolitan district, which includes New 
York, Brooklyn and Jersey City, and in January, 
1893, superintendent second eastern division 
with headquarters at New York city. This divi- 
sion extends from Wilkesbarre, Penn., to Richford, 
Vt., апа Greenfield, Mass., and includes Plattsburgh 
and the Adirondack region, representing over one 
thousand miles of poles and seven thousand miles 
of wire, one thousand employees and two hundred 
offices, and includes also the very extensive New 
York underground cable system of the Postal Com- 


pany and their submarine cables in New York and 


adjacent waters. 

Mr. Cochrane has to a marked degree the respect 
and esteem of his subordinates and the confidence 
of his superior officers, has made an enviable record 
as a money-saver and a money-getter for his com- 
pany and as a disciplinarian who secures willing 
as well as prompt obedience. 

He stands high in social and business circles in 
Brooklyn where he resides. Is a member of the 
Union Leavue Club and of DeWitt Clinton Council, 
19, Royal Arcanum. He is an enthusiastic bicyclist 
and all-round athlete. Is married and has a son 
and daughter. 


GEORGE H. USHER, 


GEORGE H. USHER, 


Assistant Superintendent of the Postal Tele- 
graph-Cable Company, New York, was born at 
Fort Edward, N. Y., February 15, 1858. He 
learned telegraphy at Clifton Park, N. Y., on the 
Atlantic and Pacific Telegraph Company’s lines, 
and in 1874, he went to Albany, N. Y., as ап oper- 
ator for the same company. Не was then trans- 
ferred to Buffalo, N. Y., as chief operator of same 
company. Subsequently, repeater chief for the 
Western Union Telegraph Company, at Buffalo, 
М. Y. Later he accepted the position of night 
manager for the Mutual Union Telegraph Com- 
pany, and later on went with the Baltimore and 
Ohio Telegraph Company as manager, which he 
retained until 1889, when he accepted the manager- 
ship of the Postal Telegraph Company, at 187 
Broadway, New York city, and is now assistant 
superintendent of the same company. 


CHARLES C. ADAMS, 


Was born August 13th, 1858, at Freeport, Pa., and 
was educated in the public schools of Pittsburgh, 
and the Sharpsburg Academy, leaving the latter 
institute at the age of 15 years. In 1874, he en- 
tered the telegraph field and did work as oper- 
ator and manager throughout the oil regions for 
the Western Union and the Atlantic and Pacific 
Telegraph companies. He returned to Pittsburgh 
in 1879 as operator for the Western Union Tele- 
graph Company. In 1880, hewentto Fort Wayne, 
Indiana, in the interest of the Associated Press, 
whose employ he left the following year to accept 
a more desirable appointment in New York, ten- 


dered him by the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
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pany. His marked executive ability soon attracted 
the attention of the Mutual Union Telegraph Com- 
pany, and he was appointed manager of their 
Pittsburgh office in November, 1881. Heremained 
with the Mutual Union until the consolidation in 
1883, when he entered the newspaper service, and 
subsequently returned to New York. In February, 
1884, he was appointed manager of the Postal 
Company at Philadelphia. Here his remarkable 
energy and executive ability asserted themselves 
with the result that in 1886, he was promoted to the 
superintendency of the third district. 

Mr. Adams at all times pays the strictest atten- 
tion to all the details of the great and constantly 
growing business entrusted to his charge, and by 
his great force, energetic and untiring work has 
raised the Postal’s standard to a high point of ex- 
cellence. He is a good organizer, disciplinarian 
and а keen judge of men. A courteous official, 
easily approached, well liked by all the employes 
in his district, and is exceedingly popular in the 
newspaper and business worlds. 


HARVEY D. REYNOLDS, 


Superintendent of the Postal Telegraph-Cable 
Company, Buffalo, N. Y., was born at Newfane, 
Niagara county, N. Y., January 26, 1850, received 
a good schooling in after years, and at an early 
age learned telegraphy at Lockport, N. Y. There 
he first worked as operator in the depot office, for 
the New York Central Railroad. 

Afterward he was employed at Medina, Suspen- 
sion Bridge, Syracuse, Oswego, Utica and Roches- 
ter. His first service with a commercial company 
was for the Western Union at Buffalo, N. Y., 


where he worked the New York wires, and was 
subsequently promoted to be night manager. That 
position he resigned to go with the Mutual Union 
Company in that city, as chief operator and circuit 
manager. On January 4, 1884, he was appointed 
manager for the Postal Telegraph-Cable Company 
at Buffalo, and was, on February 2 of that year, 
promoted to the position of superintendent of the 
fifth district, eastern division of that company. As 
а telegrapher Mr. Reynolds ranks А, and his 
reputation as such is as wide as the country itself. 
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JOHN CAMPBELL, 


Superintendent of the Postal Telegraph-Cable 
Company, Pittsburgh, Pa., was born at Steubenville, 
Ohio, March 8, 1848. He learned telegraphy while 
acting as messenger, and in 1863 he received his 
first appointment as operator at Salineville, Ohio, 
for the Cleveland and Pittsburgh Railroad. He 
worked at various points for fifteen years, when he 
entered the employ of the Western Union Tele- 
graph Company at Pittsburgh. He was selected 
to head the movement known as the Brotherhood 
of Telegraphers, which went on strike July 19, 
1883, and which proveda failure and was abandoned 
a month later. Mr. Campbell was several times 
elected district master workman of the organization, 
which was by far the most powerful association 
ever organized in the interest of the telegraphers 
of America. The failure of the movement cannot 
in any sense be attributed to lack of energy or 
inefficiency on the part of Mr. Campbell, who 
literally carried out the orders giyen him at a con- 
vention held at Chicago four months previous {0 
the strike, 
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He entered the service of the Postal Telegraph- 
Cable Company, in 1884, as manager of the Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., office, which he held until 1891, when 
he was promoted to be assistant superintendent, 
and in 1893 he was appointed superintendent of the 
fifth district, eastern division. 


HENRY J. KINNUCAN, 


Assistant superintendent, Postal Telegraph Cable 
Company, Detroit, Mich., was born in Detroit, 
Mich, February, 3rd, 1859. He entered the ser- 
vice of the Western Union as messenger in May, 
1873. The following year he was promoted to as- 
sistant delivery clerk, subsequently to assistant 
book-keeper, and in 1877, to audit clerk in assist- 
ant superintendent Corbett’s office. Two years 
later he was made chief clerk. which position he 
filled until July 15, 1891, when he resigned to ac- 
cept the managership of the Postal Telegraph-Cable 
Company’s offices at Detroit, and was promoted to 
assistant superintendent on January 15, 1893. 


W. I. CAPEN, 


Superintendent of the second district of the west- 
ern Division of the Postal Telegraph Cable Com- 
pany, with headquarters at Indianapolis, Ind., 
began his telegraphic career asa messenger boy in 
his native place, Brattleboro, Vt., withthe Vermont, 
Boston and Montreal Telegraph Company. Не 
made his debut as an operator with this company, 
using the old Bain alphabet. Later, having adopted 
the Morse system, he entered the employ of the 
Western Union Telegraph Company, апа subse- 
quently served with nearly all of the old opposition 


W. I. CAPEN, 


telegraph companies. When the Atlantic and Pa- 
cific Telegraph Company took charge of the lines 
of the Automatic Telegraph Company, Mr. Capen 
was then acting as manager for the latter company 
in Balttmore, Ма. Soon thereafter he left for Cin- 
cinnati, O., to set up automatic machinery, and 
finally located in that city. Returning to the 
Western Union Telegraph Company, he served as 
wire chief for several years, resigning to accept the 
position of manager of the Cincinnati, Baltimore 
and Ohio Telegraph office, when that company 
first branched out into the commercial business. 
After severing his connection with the Baltimore 
and Ohio Telegraph Company, he was appointed 
manager of the Postal Telegraph-Cable Company's 
Cincinnati office, where he remained until promoted 
to his present position. 


CHRISTOPHER DOUGHERTY, 


Superintendent of the third district, western divis- 
ion of the Postal Telegraph-Cable Company, St. 
Louis, Mo., was born at Fremont, Ohio, December 
roth, 1846. He entered the telegraph service as mes- 
senger at Fremont, Ohio, in 1859. His first service 
was at Corwin, Ind., December, 1860, as operator and 
agent, under C. H. Haskins, superintendent of 
telegraph. The spring of 1862 found him in Ten- 
nessee and Alabama in the United States military 
telegraph service. After passing through the 
usual exciting incidents connected with the early 
service in that department, he,with Messrs. Peabody, 
Pond, Kelsey and Tyler, were captured and paroled 
at Springfield, Tenn., in September, 1862. This 
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was just after the raid of General Bragg, and all 
railroads and communications being destroyed, the 
five had the pleasure of walking to Louisville. This 
is the first record of tramp operators, for being 
stripped of everything but the clothes on their backs, 
they had to tramp and subsist as best they could. 
After a straggling finish to Louisville in October, 
they were all discharged. Mr. Dougherty went to 
Omaha, Neb., then a city of 2000 inhabitants, with 
no railroad nearer than the Mississippi river, thence 
another 600 mile ride in the overland stage to 
Fort Laramie, Wyo. In those days the east and 
Pacific coast were connected by the Pacific Tele- 
graph to Salt Lake and the California State Tele- 
graph west to San Francisco, one single wire with 
repeater stations at Omaha, Fort Laramie, Salt 
Lake and Carson City, Nev. From Fort Laramie 
Mr. Dougherty drifted to Salt Lake and to Carson 
City, and stopped at Virginia City, Nevada, from 
1867 to 1870, just before the bonanza days on the 


CHRISTOPHER DOUGHERTY. 


Comstock. In Marchand April, 1865, just after 
the Indian war, it took Mr. Dougherty Just thirty- 
one days, traveling day and night, from San Fran- 
cisco to Julesburg, Colorado; all sorts of vehicles 
were used; sometimes an escort of cavalry was 
furnished in the most dangerous spots, but gener- 
ally no one but the stage driver and the operator 
occupied the stage. In 1870, Mr. Dougherty 
found employment in the St. Louis Western Union 
Telegraph office; shortly afterwards being placed 
in charge of the gold and stock department ; 
resigning this position to take charge of the Mutual 
Union Telegraph Company, in 1881. After the 
Mutual Union Telegraph Company, he followed 


the Postal Telegraph Company іп 1884. Mr. 
Dougherty built the St. Louis wires, and acted as 
manager at St. Louis from 1884 until 1893, when he 
was appointed superintendent of the third district. 


JOHN DORAN, 


Of the Postal Telegraph-Cable Company, New 
York, was born in Fredericton, N. В, Canada, on 
November 4th, 1850. Leaving school at the age 
of 14, he entered the Fredericton telegraph office 
as messenger, and two and a half years later was 
appointed operator in the St. John, М. В., office. 
In the fall of 1869, he joined the Western Union 
cable staff at New York, and spent the next six 
years in the Cable service. the last two at the Cape 
Breton end of the line. He ranked with the most 
expert and reliable operators in the profession, and 
was especially noted for his elegant penmanship, 
even when he wrote at the high speed required by 
the sending of such men as Snyder, Bedwin, Leslie 
and Kettles, in those days, when the importance of 
every second's time first began to be appreciated. 
Since 1877, during consolidations and changes, 
Mr. Doran has been employed mostly as stenogra- 
pher and veneral clerk іп the executive offices of 
the Atlantic and Pacific, the Western Union, and 
the Postal Telegraph-Cable companies, under those 
foremost telegraph managers, Messrs. Thomas T. 
Eckert, Albert B. Chandler and William H. Baker. 
For the past four years. he has had charge of the 
claim department of the Postal Company, in which 
position he has been able to greatly benefit the 
service by reason of his practical telegraph 
experience, considerate views, and familiarity with 
the legal and other features of this important and 
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troublesome branch of the telegraph business. 
Among the especial merits peculiar to Mr. Doran, 
are his close attention to whatever work he has on 
hand, his accurate judgment of facts, irrespective 
of his personal preference, and his courteous treat- 
ment of every one with whom he comes in contact, 
notwithstanding his reserved manners and dis- 
position. 


EDWARD SHERMAN BUTTERFIELD, 


Cashier of the Postal Telegraph-Cable Company, 
New York, was born at Savannah, Ga., December 
22nd. 1854. He graduated at the Hitchcock 
High School, Brimfield, Mass., in 1870. After 
nine years service in mercantile business, Mr. But- 
terfield accepted a position in the supply depart- 
ment of the American Rapid Telegraph Company 
in 1880. Shortly afterwards he was appointed 
cashier for the company at New York, and held 
that position under the American Rapid and its 
successors, the Bankers and Merchants, and United 
Lines telegraph companies, until the absorption 
of the latter company in the Postal system. Since 
then he has acted as general agent of the money 
transfer department and local cashier of New York 
city. 


W. HORTON BAKER, 


Of the Postal Telegraph-Cable Co, New York, 
Started in the telegraph business in 1863, with the 
People’s Line, at 21 Wall street, New York, an op- 
position to the American Company. Mr. Baker 
has been connected with nearly all the opposition 
telegraph companies during the past thirty years. 


W. HORTON BAKER. 


Mr. Baker joined the Postal-Telegraph Company 
when its lines were first opened to the public, when 
it carried business free between New York and 
Chicago, in 1883. At that time Mr. Baker had one 
assistant, Mr. B. Neill, now an experienced cable 
clerk. 

Mr. Baker is manager of the bookkeeping de- 
partment with a staff of seventeen competent and 
reliable telegraph clerks, who take great interest in 
the success of the Postal Telegraph-Cable Company. 


THOMAS J. CUSACK, 


Secretary to J. H. Emerick, general superintendent 
of the Postal ‘lelegraph-Cable Company, New York 
city, was born November 25th, 1861, at Bingham- 
соп, N. Y. He entered the telegraph service in 
1877, with the Western Union Telegraph Company, 
at Scranton, Pa., where he remained until 1887, 
acting as messenger, clerk and operator the last 
year. In May, 1880, he came to New York and 
accepted a position with the Gold and Stock Tele- 
graph Company, and three months later went with 
the American Union Telegraph Company. After 
the consolidation he was sent to Wilkes-Barre, Pa., 
to close the American Union Telegraph offices in 
that section. In September, 1881, he was ap- 
pointed manager of the Continental Telegraph Com- 
pany’s office in the Stock Exchange, New York. 
After the absorption of that company he was trans- 
ferred to the Western Union Telegraph Company. 
When the United Press was organized in 1882, he 
was one of the operators selected for the New York 
office. He returned to the Western Union Tele- 
graph Company in 1883, and in February of the 
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THOMAS J. CUSACK. 


Puritan stock, being the eighth in lineal descent 
from John Alden, who came over in the Mayflower, 
His father, Hiram O. Alden, was a stockholder in 
the first Atlantic Cable, and organized the Maine 
Telegraph Company and the American Telegraph 
Company, being president of the former until his 
death, and vice-president and general manager of 
the latter until it united with the Western Union 
Telegraph Company, a union that established at 
once the unquestioned pre-eminence in this country 
of the consolidated companies. 

Mr. Alden began his business life as cashier in 
the Boston office of the Maine Telegraph line to 
St. John and of the old House Line to Springfield 
and New York. Soon after he made his home in 
Illinois for some years, engaging in the real estate 
business. He rejoined the telegraph fraternity at 
about the time of the inception of the Postal Tele- 
graph-Cable Company, of which company he is the 
general bookkeeper. Не has been secretary and 
treasurer of the New Jersey Postal Telegraph Com- 
pany since its incorporation. 


following year he went with Mr. Emerick, as his 
secretary, which position he still retains. 

Mr. Cusack was one of the organizers of both 
the Serial and Electric Building Associations, and 
served as director of each. Не was also financial 
secretary of the Brotherhood of Telegraphers 
(Brooklyn branch), and has always been more or 
less prominent in different organizations connected 
with the craft. 


EDWARD ALDEN, 


Secretary and treasurer of the New Jersey Postal 
Telegraph Company, was born in Belfast, Me., of 


CHARLES SHIRLEY, 


Manager of the Postal Telegraph-Cable Company, 
New York, was born in London, England, on the 
4th day of November, 1858. He received а com- 
mon school education, and when fourteen years of 
age entered the service of the Great Western 
Railway and was assigned to duty, as telegraph 
operator, at Southall Station in his native city. He 
proved so capable that after one year he was placed 
in charge of the telegraph office and held the posi- 


tion until 1879, when he resigned and came to 
America. 
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In May, 1880, he secured employment as an 
operator in the service of the American Union 
Telegraph Company in New York. When the 
American Union Telegraph Company wound up 
its affairs, he entered the service of the Continental 
Company, where he remained about eighteen 
months, then he resigned to accept a more lucrative 
position with the American Rapid Telegraph Com- 
pany. Five years later the Bankers and Merchants 
Telegraph Company, having formed and secured 
the American Rapid plant as part of its system, Mr. 
Shirley was appointed night chief operator in the 
New York main office of that company. This 
position he held until 1887, when he was made 
night manager of the Postal Telegraph-Cable Com- 
рапуѕ main office, at 187 Broadway. In March, 
1889, he was appointed acting manager of the same 
office, and in June of the same year he received 
the appointment of assistant manager, and in June, 
1894, he was made manager. 

Mr. Shirley furnishes a striking illustration of 
the truth of the adage, “ True merit is always mod- 
est.” That he has merit and that he is modest, no 
one who knows him will deny. Не possesses to a 
marked degree the faculty of doing exactly the 
right thing at the right time. He is cool and self- 
possessed under all circumstances. He thoroughly 
understands his business and attends strictly to it 
—handling affairs entrusted to his care with rare 
good judgment, maintaining discipline with firm- 
ness and equity, and treating his subordinates in a 
manner which commands their respect, while he 
enjoys to the fullest extent the confidence of his 
superiors, 

In the various positions which he has held since 
he began his telegraphic career, he has given the 
utmost satisfaction. He has worked his way up 
from the bottom of the ladder by honest toil, and 
has made a record which entitles him to still further 
advancement at the hands of those whom he is now 
so faithfully serving. 

There is no doubt that among the names of 
those who shall be responsible for the future con- 
duct of the telegraph business, the name of Charles 
Shirley will occupy an honored place. 


JOSEPH A. McNULTY, 


Eastern wire chief of the Postal Telegraph-Cable 
Company, New York, was born at Manchester, 
England, December 15, 1861. Не first entered 
the telegraph service for the American District 
Telegraph Company in 1876. We next find him 
serving asa clerk in the Fifth Avenue Hotel office, 
of the Western Union Telegraph Company. He 
was next operator for the same company at their 
23rd street office in 1880. He accepted a position 
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JOSEPH A. McNULTY. 
with the American Rapid Telegraph Company in 
the fall of 1880, and in 1885, he became a chief 
operator for the Bankers and Merchants Telegraph 
Company, and held the position through the various 
changes of the companies until it became the Postal 
Telegraph-Cable Company. 


FRANCIS E. McKIERNAN, 


Chief operator of the Postal Telegraph Company, 
New York, was born at Chicopee Falls, Mass., 
January 13th, 1862. He entered the profession as 


a messenger at New Haven, Conn., in 1877, where 
he mastered the business, He worked as telegraph 
operator at Thomaston, Conn., during 1880-81, 
when he accepted a position with the United Press, 
at Waterbury, Conn., remaining there until April, 
1883, when he came to New York to accept a posi- 
tion, as telegraph operator, with the Bankers and 


Merchants lines. 
qualities as an electrician soon won him promotion 
to chief operator, which position he filled until the 
merging of the United Lines and Postal Com- 
panies. He retained his position after the consoli- 
dation, and is at present in charge of the western 
switch. 


DANIEL F. MALLEN, 


Traffic chief of the Postal Felegraph Company, 
New York, was born at Rahway, N. J., November 
18th, 1863. He entered the profession as a mes- 
senger for the Atlantic and Pacific Telegraph 
Company at Jersey City, N. J, in 1876, resigning 
from there in 1878, to go with the Western Union 
Telegraph Company as receiving clerk, book- 
keeper and operator in the same city. Two years 
later, in 1880, he was appointed operator in the 
Western Union’s main office, at 195 Broadway, 
where he remained until 1884, when he left the 
service of the Western Union Telegraph Company 
to accept a position as operator with the American 
Rapid Telegraph Company, with which company 
he remained through its merging with the Bankers 
and Merchants, United Lines, and Postal Tele- 
graph companies. In 1886, he was appointed to 
his present position. 


184 


His ability at the key and fine 


JOHN Е. SKIRROW, 


Quadruplex chief, Postal Telegraph-Cable Com- 
pany, New York, was born at Blackburn, England, 
February 19th, 1869, and was educated at private 
schools in that country. At the age of 14 he began 
business life as a teacher in the public schools 
there. He left forthe United States in May, 1885, 
and became an apprentice in an engineering firm 
in Hartford, Conn., coming to New York the fol- 
lowing year in the same business. The ensuing 
winter he studied telegraphy for amusement, but 
becoming infatuated with the profession, left his 
position as toolmaker with the Lidgerwood Engi- 
neering Company, to manage а commission office 
for the Postal Company in Brooklyn ; leaving them 
shortly to enter the Western Union Telegraph 
Company’s service, for whom he worked in Brook- 
lyn, 195 Broadway, New York, Jacksonville, Fla., 
Atlantic City and other places, until October, 1899, 
when he re-entered the service of the Postal Tele- 
graph-Cable Company as chief operator at Savan- 
nah, Ga. The climate at this point, however, having 
seriously impaired Mrs, Skirrow’s health, it became 
necessary to return to the north, and the Novem- 
ber of 1891, saw him a member of the extra list at 
the Postal office, New York. In a few months he 
was transferred to the regular force, and in Octo- 
ber, 1892, was appointed to his present position of 
quad chief. He gave valuable service in the fitting 
up of the new Postal office. 


THOMAS J. CASEY, 


Chief clerk, Postal Telegraph-Cable Company, 
New York, was born in New York city, November 
26th, 1862. Не entered the telegraph service aS 
messenger in 1877, for the Atlantic and Pacific 
Telegraph Company, at 8 Broad street, resigning 


є чү, e "ЧҮ 2 


THOMAS J. CASEY. 


shortly afterward to go with the Continental 
Telegraph Company, at 96 Wall street, as clerk. 
Receiving a flattering offer from the American 
Union Telegraph Company, he accepted a position 
as clerk with them, at 30 Broad street, where he 
remained until the opening up of the Mutual Union 
Telegraph Company, when he accepted a clerkship 
with thatcompany. Upon their consolidation with 
the Western Union Telegraph Company, he ac- 
cepted a position as chief clerk for the Postal Tele- 
graph Company, which position he now holds. 
“Casey,” as he is known throughout the entire 
Postal service, is modest, unassuming and courteous. 
His duties are manifold, yet they are discharged 
with despatch and accuracy, every service message 
being personally inspected by him. 


S. AUGUSTUS COLEMAN, 


Chief operator, Postal Telegraph-Cable Company, 
New York, was born at Middletown, N. Y., Sep- 
tember 15th, 1851. He entered the telegraph 
profession as messenger in the office of the Erie 
Railroad Company at that point, in 1864, and was 
appointed operator at Suffern, N. Y., resigning 
shortly after to accept а clerkship in the main office 
of the United States Express Company, in New 
York city. One year later found him again in the 
employ of the Erie Railroad Company as operator, 
working at various points on that railroad. In the 
spring of 1869, he again came to New York, as 
private operator for the late A. T. Stewart, in his 
large dry-goods house. Resigning from there 
September, 1870, to enter the service of the West- 
ern Union Telegraph Company, at 145 Broadway, 


S. AUGUSTUS COLEMAN. 


where he remained until 1883, leaving them to 
work for various broker firms. In December, 
1884, he entered the service of the Postal Tele- 
graph-Cable Company as operator. In 1887 he 
was appointed chief operator, which position he 
now holds. 


CHARLES A. RICHARDSON, 


City chief of the Postal Telegraph Company, New 
York, was born at Newburyport, Mass., September 
зга, 1861. He entered the profession as messen- 
ger at the age of 14 with his brother, W. Р. Rich- 
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ardson, manager of the Atlantic and Pacific Tele- 


graph Company, at Newburyport, Mass. in 1875. 
After mastering the art, he accepted a position with 
the Eastern Railroad as operator at that point. He 
came to New York in 1879 for the Atlantic and 


Pacific Telegraph Company, and upon its consoli- 


dation with the Western Union, Mr. Richardson 
accepted the management of the American Rapid 
office at 940 Broadway. Upon the opening of the 
Mutual Union Telegraph Company, he entered the 
service of that company as operator, and rapidly 
advanced to chief operator, retaining the position 
until its close, after which he retired from the 
profession, only to return in 1885, as city chief of 
the Postal Company. Mr. Richardson is well liked 
by the officials and those under his charge. 


WILLIAM E. TODD, 


Night chief operator, Postal Telegraph Company, 
New York, was born at Baltimore, Md., January 
sth, 1867. He entered the service of the American 
District Telegraph Company as messenger, July, 
1881, and he was promoted to a position as night 
operator. He resigned to go with the Western 
Union Telegraph Company at Philadelphia, in 
December, 1882. June, 1883, found him with the 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company, working 
at Camden Station, Baltimore, Sir Johns Run, W. 
Va., and Columbus, Ohio, respectively, until March, 
1884, when he resumed commercial work with the 
Western Union Telegraph Company at Philadel- 
phia, leaving them shortly after to go with the 
Baltimore and Ohio Telegraph Company in the 
same city. He was promoted to all night chief- 
ship with this company, December, 1885. In Octo- 


ber, 1887, when the company was absorbed by the 
Western Union Telegraph Company, Mr. Todd 
secured a similar position with the Postal at Phila- 
delphia, leaving that for one with the Commercial 
Cable Company, at No. 1 Broad street, New York. 
February, 1890, he accepted a position as operator 
with the Postal Telegraph, and was promoted to 
night chief operator, June, 1890, which position ће 
has since held. The skill and dispatch with which 
he handled the different circuits during the Na- 
tional Conventions at Minneapolis and Chicago, 
stamped him as a No. 1 electrician. 


Е. FREDERICK NORTON, 


Eastern and northern traffic chief, Postal Telegraph 
Company, New York, was born at Barton, Oxford- 
shire, England, July 23rd, 1858. He emigrated to 
Canada, July, 1869. After leaving school he served 
two years іп а dry goods store, then entered the 
profession as a student at St. Thomas, Ont., in 
1873. In 1874 he went to Ridgetown, Ont., as 
operator for the Montreal Telegraph Company, 
where he remained for one year as operator, re- 
turning to St. Thomas as operator in June, 1875, 
for the same company. Не was shortly afterwards 
appointed chief operator, which position Һе re- 
tained until September, 1880, resigning to go with 
the Dominion Telegraph Company at London, On- 
tario, as operator. In 1881 he came to New York 
as Operator for the Western Union Telegraph 
Company. In January, 1882, he cast his fortunes 
with the Baltimore and Ohio Telegraph Company 
as operator, and when that company opened Its 
main office he was made chief operator. His 
prompt and systematic manner of handling his men 
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and business, won him much favor, both with the 
company and those in his charge. Upon the ab- 
sorption of the Baltimore and Ohio by the West- 
ern Union Telegraph Company, he retired from the 
ranks, but in 1888 he again entered the service as 
operator, and in May, 1889, was appointed as all- 
night chief, for the Postal Telegraph Company, 
which post he filled until 91-92, when he was 
made city chief. He is at present eastern and 
northern chief. Personally, Mr. Norton is genial, 
courteous and exceedingly companionable, yet very 
firm in business transactions. 


GEORGE F. RANDOLPH, 


Assistant eastern traffic chief, Postal Telegraph- 
Cable Company, New York, was born in Plainfield, 
N. J, October 13th, 1858. He entered the tele- 
graph business at the age of 14, as night operator 
at that place; after one year left the service until 
1878, when he returned to 41 Murray street, at the 
бге patrol, afterwards becoming inspector of the 
Automatic Fire Alarm. From there he went to 
Harlem to take charge of the Western Union 
Telegraph office. After a year, he went to the 
main office, from which he entered the service of 
the American Rapid Telegraph Company. After 
working in different exchanges апа brokers 
throughout the city, he went to Asbury Park for 
the Western Union Telegraph Company, in charge 
of that office and its branches for one season. 
Returning to New York, he entered the Baltimore 
and Ohio service, and at the time of its consolida- 
tion, went to Newark and opened what is now 
termed the New Jersey Electrical Company. He 
next entered the paint business, being a first class 


sign painter, and succeeded very well. He returned 


to the Postal Telegraph Company, where he still 
remains. 


WILLIAM J. DAVIS, M. D., 


Night manager of the Postal Telegraph-Cable 
Company, New York city, was born in Galway, 
Ireland, in 1862. Не came to New York city in 
1864, and graduated from the public schools. He 
then entered the service of the Western Union 
Telegraph Company in 1873, as messenger. He 
next entered the service of the American District 
Messenger Company, as clerk and operator, from 
1874 to 1879, when he went with the Manhattan 
Elevated Railroad Company as ticket agent and 
operator, which position he held until 1880. He 
then accepted a position with the Pennsylvania 
Railroad Company as operator, until 1881. Since 
then he has held positions in the main offices of 
the American Rapid Telegraph Company, Bankers 
and Merchants Telegraph Company, Baltimore and 
Ohio Telegraph Company and Postal Telegraph- 
Cable Company. Не was appointed chief operator 
in 1886, handling both wires and traffic, until June 
1890. He was then called upon to fill the vacancy 
caused by the death of night manager J. W. Rolo- 
son, which position he still retains. Mr. Davis 
graduated from Bellevue Hospital Medical College 
in 1889. He isalso an expert penman, telegrapher, 
typewriter and electrician. He is a memberof the 
various telegraph organizations and the Magnetic 


Club. 
CHARLES J. McCARTHY, 


Assistant southern and western chief, Postal Tele- 
graph Company, New York, was born at Olean, 
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CHARLES J. McCARTHY. 


№. Y., February roth, 1857. During the oil excite- 
ment in 1870, with his parents he moved to Tidioute, 
Pa., where he entered the profession as messenger 
with the Pacific and Atlantic Telegraph Company. 
After mastering the business, he worked as oper- 
ator in different parts of the oil regions for private 
firms. In 1877, he settled down at Bradford, Pa., 
as operator for the Standard Pipe line, being sent 
out from there in their interests to many points in 
the oil belt. In 1881 he resigned to go to Chicago 
for the Western Union Telegraph Company. In 
the fall of the same year he accepted a position as 
operator, with the Baltimore and Ohio Telegraph 
Company, at Newark, O. Upon the opening of 
the Mutual Union Telegraph Company, in 1882, 
he came to New York as operator for that company, 
remaining with it until the consolidation with the 
Western Union Telegraph Company, in 1883, when 
he entered the services of the American Rapid, 
Bankers and Merchants, United Lines and Postal 
Telegraph companies, remaining with them through 
all their changes. In 1886, he was appointed all 
night chief for the Postal, and in 1889, he was 
appointed assistant southern and western ` wire 
chief, which position he now holds. Mr. McCarthy 
is a thorough electrician. 


HAZLETT G. FUNK, 


Night chief operator of the Postal Telegraph Com- 
pany, New York, was born March 30th, 1861, in 
Mexico, Pa. In 1877, he came east for the Dela- 
ware, Lackawanna and Western Railroad as an 
extra operator for a short time, after which he was 


located at Dover, N. J., as operator for the same 
company. In 1880 he came to New York and en- 
tered the service of the American Rapid Telegraph 
Company. In the spring of 1882, he was appointed 
southern wire chief. When the company required 
trusty and reliable men to open up new offices or 
attend to other responsible business, Mr. Funk was 
selected by the superintendent as one of them. 
Upon the consolidation of the American Rapid and 
the Bankers and Merchants Telegraph companies, 


HAZLETT G. FUNK. 


he was appointed manager of their offices in Phila- 
delphia. In 1885, he was appointed wire chief for 
the Bankers and Merchants, at Philadelphia. In 
November, 1889, he was appointed assistant night 
chief of the Postal Telegraph Company, at New 
York, and in June, 1890, was appointed night wire 
chief for the same company, from which he re- 
signed in October, 1892, to accept a position as 
operator with a broker firm, remaining there but 
a short time, returning to the Postal. He is now 
assistant night chief with the Postal Telegraph 
Company, at New York. 


EDWARD A. CONEY, 


Night eastern wire chief of the Postal Telegraph- 
Cable Company, New York, was born at Wood- 
bridge, Conn. He removed to Newark, N. J., and 
on July rst, 1885, he entered the service of the 
United Lines Telegraph Company, at Newark, 
N. J., as bookkeeper, and in December of the same 
year was placed in charge of an office in the Con- 
tinental Hotel, for that company, resigning from 
there on January Ist, 1886, to accept a position 


188 


EDWARD A. CONEY, 


with the Western Union Telegraph Company, at 
that point. He rapidly acquired a full knowledge 
of the art, and was soon in the ranks of first class 
operators. He came with the Postal Telegraph- 
Cable Company in 188ọ. During the trial of piece 
work on the first Boston quadruplex, about three 
years ago, he made a most phenomenal record, 
which established his reputation throughout the 
country. Upon the adoption of the typewriter for 
message work by the Postal, he was one of the 
many to at once avail himself of the offer of the 
company, to compensate any who might care to 
learn its use; he soon went to the front, and 15 to- 
day one of the most expert men on the machine in 
the office. On December Ist, 1891, Mr. Coney 
entered the service of the United Press, at Wash- 
ington, D. C., but left them shortly after to go 
with the Associated Press, in this city. Upon their 
consolidation with the United Press, he returned 
to the Postal Telegraph-Cable Company. On 
December ist, he was appointed to his present 
position, At the late tournament, Mr. Coney was 
fourth with a percentage of 95.29, ina class of 15 
of the most expert machine men in the country, 
and but for a misunderstanding of the conditions, 
might have been rated higher. 


JOHN TURNAN, 


Night wire chief Postal Telegraph Company, New 
York, was born at East Haddan, Middlesex Co., 
Conn., January oth, 1851. Не entered the profes- 
sion as messenger for the Western Union at Bridge- 
port, Conn., in 1865, and was made operator in 
1867. The latter part of 1867, he resigned to go 


with the Franklin. Telegraph Company, which com- 
pany opened at that point. In 1868, he came to 
New York as operator for the Western Union, re- 
maining here but a short time. Receiving a flat- 
tering offer in 1872 from an eastern mercantile 
house as traveling salesman, he resigned his posi- 
tion and started in his new enterprise. Tiring of 
the life of a traveler, he entered the Western Union 
service, at Chicago, in 1875. He did not take 
kindly to the west, however, and in 1877, he re- 
turned to New York, working for the Western 
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JOHN TURNAN. 


Union, Atlantic and Pacific, American Union, 
Mutual Union, Baltimore and Ohio Telegraph 
companies, the Associated Press, and United Press. 
In 1884, he went with the Postal. In the spring of 
1891, he was appointed traffic chief, and the follow- 
ing fall was made night wire chief. While at the 
key Mr. Turnan was considered one of the finest, 
an expert on the machine, and one who was never 
known to get rattled. He is well adapted to his 
present office, and handles the board in first class 


shape. 


HUGH O’ROURKE, 


Night traffic chief, 253 Broadway, New York, was 
born in New York city, August 2nd, 1868. He en- 
tered the profession as check boy, at 195 Broadway, 
in 1884,was promoted to operator in 1886, and sent 
to St. Louis, Mo., where he remained a short time, 
returning to New York in the fall of 1886. Here- 
mained here until 1890, when he was again sent to 
St. Louis, Mo. His attachment for his native city 
caused him to resign from the St. Louis Western 
Union, and return to New York in the fall of 18до, 
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HUGH O’ROURKE. 


when he was appointed operator in the Postal at 
187 Broadway. 

Mr. O’Rourke has covered the heaviest circuits 
in the office, and his work was always that of a first 


class machine man, 
In October last he was made night traffic chief, 
which position he now holds, filling the position 


with commendable satisfaction. 


ALBERT H. BALLIET, 


Night city chief of the Postal Telegraph Company, 
New York, was born at Easton, Pa., July oth, 1852. 
He entered the profession as a student in the office 


of the Lehigh and Susquehenna Railroad Com- 
pany, at Easton, Pa., in the spring of 1869. Three 
months later he was appointed operator at Oden- 
weldertown, Pa., and was shortly afterward located 
at Siegfrieds Bridge, Pa. Six months later he was 
transferred to the train master’s office at Mauch 
Chunk, Pa.,as day operator in the train despatcher’s 
office. After serving in that capacity for one year, 
he was appointed night train despatcher, which 
position he held for five years. Resigning from 
there, he worked temporarily for the Western 
Union, at Scranton and Bethlehem, Ра. From 
there he went with a pool room in Hoboken, М. J., 
and from there was transferred to the Western 
Union main office, at 195 Broadway, New York, 
as operator. Two years later was appointed assist- 
ant wire chief, which position he held nearly two 
years. After the telegraphers’ strike of 1883, he 
accepted a position with the Baltimore and Ohio 
Telegraph Company, resigning a short time after 
to accept a position with a broker firm where 
he remained until they failed, when he accepted a 
position as assistant manager of the United Lines 
Telegraph Company, at 25 Broad street. He was 
then transferred to the Stock Exchange, from there 
to the night force at the main office, where he has 
been ever since, and now is night city chief for the 
Postal Telegraph Company, which position he has 
held several years. In 1883, he was admitted to 
the bar of New Jersey. He has appeared in nu- 
merous cases both criminal and civil, and has been 
successful. He holds a handsome testimonial in 
the form ofa solid gold key presented to him by 
the night operators on the Lehigh and Susquehanna 
Railroad, when he severed his connection with that 
company. 


THOMAS JEROME DUNN, 


Of the Postal Telegraph-Cable Company, New 
York, was born in Jersey City, N. J., July 6th, 1868. 
When eleven years of age, he entered the service of 
the Atlantic and Pacific Telegraph Company. as 
messenger, in its Jersey City office. Afterwards he 
worked in a similar capacity for the Western Union 
and American Union Telegraph Companies, in the 
same city. 

In 1879, he was appointed clerk by the Mutual 
District Messenger Company in New York city, 
and remained with that concern until the advent of 
the Baltimore and Ohio Telegraph Company. The 
latter company tendered Mr. Dunn the position of 
chief clerk, an office which he accepted and held 
until promoted to be manager of the first uptown 
branch office—that at Broadway and 14th street— 
which the Baltimore and Ohio Telegraph Company 
established in this city. 
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THOMAS JEROME DUNN. 


In this employment he remained until the begin- 
ning of the strike of 1883, at the termination of 
which he accepted service with the Manhattan 
Elevated Railroad Company, as agent and oper- 
ator. 

Railroad life not proving congenial, Mr. Dunn, 
after an absence therefrom of a year and a half, 
re-entered the service of the Baltimore and Ohio 
Telegraph Company, as manager of one of the 
most important down-town offices of the company’s 
system. This position he retained until the consol- 
idation. 

For the past seven years Mr. Dunn has been at- 
tached to the night force of the Postal Telegraph- 
Cable Company’s New York main office, having 
during two years of that time held the position of 
traffic chief. Here his kindly and sympathetic dis- 
position, no less than his courteous consideration 
for the sensibilities of others, made him a favorite. 

His activity in all matters of interest to tele- 
graphers is exemplified in the fact that from time 
to time he served on the executive committee of 
the Telegraphers Aid Society, the Magnetic Club ; 
been vice-president of the New York Telegraph 
Club, grand vice-president of the Order of the 
Commercial Telegraphers of the United States and 
Canada, and has been prominently identified with 
all telegraphic associations. 


LEVI PARKER COLE, 
Manager dry-goods district Postal Telegraph 
Company, New York, was born at Long Pond, 
Maine, August 25th, 1848. Не entered the ser- 
vice of the Western Union Telegraph Company 
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almost immediately after its purchase of the United 
States Telegraph Company, over 30 years ago, and 
with the exception of five years service as yard- 
master for the Erie Railroad Company at its Jersey 
yards, has been continually in the service, princi- 
pally as promoter, solicitor and manager for the 
Western Union and other companies, which from 
time to time have required the services of men pos- 
sessing those qualifications indispensabie to the 
successful introduction of new enterprises. 

These qualifications Mr. Cole possesses ina 
marked degree. Не has yet to record his first fail- 
ure to discount the highest score ever made in the 
same territory, under the same conditions. 

This is doubtless due to the fact that he enters 
into his work with heart and soul, and pursues it 


LEVI PARKER COLE. 


with a tireless energy rarely witnessed. With a 
sound education, correct habits, executive ability, 
and that peculiar tact which enables him to engage 
the attention and co-operation of the most conser- 
vative and hard-to-be-approached, it is not surpris- 
ing that he should stand in the foremost rank of the 
profession in his particular line of business. 

In 1884 Mr. Cole was secured by the Postal 
Telegraph-Cable Company, and placed in charge 
of their interests in the wholesale dry-goods dis- 
trict, New York city, a position previously filled by 
him for the Western Union. 

Within a few years he was able to make returns 
of over $160,000 per annum, something unheard of 
in the annals of opposition companies in that part 
of the city. Mr. Cole’s office, 94 Leonard street, 
enjoys the proud record of having done the largest 


day’s cash business, as well as that of having trans- 
mitted the longest paid full-rate message of any 
telegraph office in the world, none excepted. 
Thrown upon his own resources at the tender 
age of seven, with no parental hand to guide, or 
powerful friends to render assistance, he slowly but 
steadily forged ahead, ultimately acquiring distinc- 
tion not only in telegraphic circles, but in the broad 
field of literature as well, having for many years 
been a valued contributor to a number of our lead- 
ing magazines and literary periodicals. He also 
established the first newspaper printed in the 
Chinese language in this country, being the first to 
overcome the difficulties in the way of such an en- 
terprise (the Chinese having no alphabet), since 
which, printing in sign languages has become so 
common as to occasion little, if any, comment. 
He also possesses inventive talents of no mean 

order, several of his inventions being in constant 
use wherever telegraphic apparatus are required. 


JOHN COSTELLOE, 


Of New York, was born at Kilkenny, Ireland, May 
rıth, 1856. He entered the telegraph service in 
1867, as operator on the Central Ireland Railroad, 
and when the government assumed control of the 
telegraphs, Mr. Costelloe accepted a position at 
Waterford, Ireland, where he remained in the ser. 


vice of the government for five years, when he 
came to America in 1875, and located at Virden, 


Ill. He entered the United States navy in 1877, 


and served in all offices up to chief petty officer. 


He left the navy in 1881, and accepted a place with 


the French Cable Company, thence to the Western 


Union Telegraph service, where he remained until 
1883. 


Mr. Costelloe was then appointed chief operator 
of the Baltimore and Ohio Telegraph Company, in 
the Cotton Exchange. In 1886, he was appointed 
chief operator at 49 Broadway for the Postal Tele- 
graph Company, and later on was made manager 
of the leather district of the same company. He 
was then placed in charge of the broker district, 
one of the most important in the service, which he 
still retains. 


HUGO WIESE, 


Manager of the Postal office, 112 Front street, 
New York, was born at Saxony, Dresden, Febru- 
ary 15th, 1857. He entered the telegraph service 
at 145 Broadway, for the Western Union Telegraph 
Company, in 1871, as messenger. He became an 
operator after passing through the clerkships of a 
telegraph office, in 1878. Не was in the marine 
department at 195 Broadway until 1883. He 
opened and closed the Baltimore and Ohio Tele- 
graph office at Castle Garden, where he remained 
for three years. Since 1888, he has been manager 
of the Stone street Postal for three years and the 
above office ever since. Mr. Wiese takes great 1п- 
terest in general athletics and is the happy posses 
sor of twenty-two gold medals as evidence of his 
proficiency. 


FRANK MURPHY, 


Manager of Postal Telegraph offices in Harlem, 
was born in Philadelphia, August 13th, 1864. At 
the age of 15, he accepted a position as operator 
with the Philadelphia and Reading Railroad at 
Fox-Chase, but he only remained there a short 
time, when he transferred his services to the West- 
ern Union Telegraph Company, at Philadelphia. 
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FRANK MURPHY. 


He joined the forces of the Bankers and Mer- 
chants Telegraph Company, in 1884, at Hartford, 
Conn., and opened the first office of the Postal 
Telegraph Company in Harlem in 1885. 

He now has charge of all of that company’s 
offices above Central Park. 

He is a member of the Catholic Benevolent 
League of Harlem, and has recently been elected 
president of the Crescent Rowing Club, whose 
vice-president he was for two successive terms. 


HARRY D. ROBINSON. 
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HARRY D. ROBINSON, 


Of the Postal Telegraph Company, New York, was 
born at Hagerstown, Md., November 22nd, 1857. 
He entered the profession as messenger for the 
Bankers and Brokers Telegraph Co., Washington, 
D. C., and with the Atlantic and Pacific Telegraph 
Company, and Southern and Atlantic Telegraph 
companies, as cashier and bookkeeper. When they 
consolidated with the Western Union Telegraph 
Company, he was then appointed cashier and book- 
keeper of the Automatic Telegraph Company. 
When the American Union Telegraph Company 
was established, he was re-apppointed cashier and 
bookkeeper for the Atlantic and Pacific Telegraph 
Company. Later he was appointed manager of 
the Atlantic and Pacific Telegraph Company’s of- 
fices in Brooklyn, N. Y., in 1880, and he established 
American Rapid Telegraph office in Brooklyn in 
1881, leaving there to go with the Western Union 
Telegraph Company in 1882, at 195 Broadway. 
He returned to Washington in 1884, for the West- 
ern Union Company, remaining there until 1886. 
He was then appointed manager of the same com- 
рапу'з office at Raleigh, N. C. He returned to 
Washington in 1889, and edited the Washington 
Society Album, and reported for several Washington 
society Sunday journals. He was also а member 
of Saville’s National Theatre Stock Company for 
five years. Heis at present the efficient agent and 
correspondent for the Telegraph Age at the Postal 
Telegraph Company's office, New York. 


JOHN P. REGAN, 


Operator for the Postal Telegraph Company, New 
York, was born in New York, October 28th, 1865. 


He entered the service as messenger for the 
American District Telegraph Company, in January, 
1879, and was promoted to a clerkship and oper- 
ator for the same company, at 407 Broadway, in 
1881. Two years later he resigned from the 
American District to accept the management of the 
Mutual District's office at 428 Broadway, remaining 
there until 1885, when he entered the service of 
the Baltimore and Ohio Telegraph Company, as 
operator. Upon the absorption of this company 
by the Western Union Telegraph Company in 
1887, he accepted a position with the latter at 16 
Broad street, and accepted а place with the 
Postal in 1889. During his career as an operator, 
he has filled many positions in broker and news- 
paper offices. He fully demonstrated his worth at 
the late national conventions held in Minneapolis 
and Chicago, and at Washington, D. C., during the 
last inauguration of President Cleveland. 


DUKE SMITH, 


Of the Postal Telegraph-Cable Company, New 
York, was born at Owenton, Ky., October 5th, 
1866. He entered the profession as messenger for 
the American District Telegraph Company, in New 
York, in 1879. In 1881, he was appointed clerk 
for the Mutual District Telegraph Company, at 950 
Broadway. In 1884, he was promoted їо be assistant 
manager at 763 Madison avenue. Having acquired 
a full knowledge of the business, severed his con- 
nection with the Mutual District in 1886, to go 
with the Postal Telegraph Company. He was ap- 
pointed temporary eastern traffic chief in 1892, 
which post he filled in a very commendable man- 


ner. Not taking kindly to his new duties, he was, 
at his own request assigned to the Albany duplex, 
which position he now holds. 


ROBERT L. McGOLDRICK, 


Of the Postal Telegraph Company, New York, 
was born at Nashville, Tenn., September 15th, 
1865. He entered the profession as messenger 
with the United States Military Telegraph Com- 
pany, at San Antonio, Tex., in 1880. Learning 
the art of telegraphy, he was soon appointed oper- 
ator, remaining in that capacity until 1883, when 
he resigned to go as operator in the office of the 
superintendent of the Louisville and Nashville 
Railroad, at Henderson, Ку. In 1885, the Balti- 
more and Ohio Telegraph Company established an 
office at Nashville, Tenn. He entered their service 
as operator, and upon their consolidation with the 
Western Union Telegraph Company was trans- 
ferred to the main office of the latter. In 1889 
he resigned from the Nashville office to accept a 
position with the Montgomery, Ala., Advertiser, 
remaining with that paper one year. In 1890, he 
came to New York, entering the service of the 
Postal Telegraph Company, where he is at the 
present time. Mr. McGoldrick is a first class 
operator and has the distinction of being the first 
man to use a typewriter on message work in the 
main office. 


THOMAS F. KEHOE, 


Of the Postal Telegraph-Cable Company, New 
York, was born at Copake Iron Works, Columbia 
county, N. Y., November 30th, 1868, at which 
place he entered the profession as messenger, iN 
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1880, Two years later he was appointed operator 
for the Western Union Telegraph Company, at 
Stamford, Conn., resigning from there in 1883, to 
accept a position as operator іп the dispatcher’s office 
of the New Haven Railroad. One year later found 
him as private operator to the superintendent of the 
New York Central and Hudson River Railroad, at 
Grand Central Depot, New York city, where he 


THOMAS F. KEHOE. 


remained until 1888, when he went with the Postal 
Telegraph Company in the main office. Mr. Kehoe 
is a “gilt-edge” operator, an expert machine man, 
and when occasion necessitates sending out men 
from this point for special work, he is always 
among them. His work at Minneapolis and 
Chicago during the late conventions received the 
highest commendation of the officials. 


JOHN J. DEFFLEY, 


Of the Postal Telegraph-Cable Company, New 
York, was born in New York city, April 7th, 1867. 
He entered the profession as messenger with the 
American District Telegraph Company, at 819 
Sixth avenue, New York. Shortly after, he was 
appointed night clerk. In 1882, he went with the 
Mutual District Messenger Company. Having 
mastered the busines two years later, he accepted 
the position of relief manager and operator, with 
the Baltimore and Ohio Telegraph Company, New 
York city. Upon the consolidation, he went with 
the Bankers and Merchants as operator, at the 91 
Wall street office, where he remained until 1889, 
when he entered the main office. Не was soon 


JOHN J. DEFFLEY. 


placed on the regular night force, working alternate 
nights at the principal newspaper offices. His 
record is that of a reliable and expert machine 


man. 


JOSEPH A. LONG, 


Better known as “ Andy” Long, of New York, was 
born January 7th, 1852, in Huntingdon, Hunting- 
don county, Pa. Не entered the service of the 
Philadelphia and Erie Railroad Company, as a 
telegraph student, at Emporia, Pa. He then went 
to Shippensburg, Pa., and took charge of his first 
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telegraph station, a few days before teaching the 
age of twelve. Mr. Long’s telegraphic career has 
been varied and interesting, having filled several 
‘positions of trust throughout the country, to the 
satisfaction of all concerned. Mr. Long is nowthe 
head of a manufacturing company which is intro- 
ducing a valuable patent of his own invention. 


JAMES E. PETTIT, 


Chief operator of the Postal Telegraph-Cable Com- 
pany, Chicago, Ill., was born in Perry, Wyoming 
county, №. Y., March 21, 1842. In 1851, he went 
west, and settled in Kenosha, Wis., and attended 
public school until 18 years of age. He learned to 
telegraph from Lyman Scholes, at that point, and 
was sent toa small place near the capital of the 
state, by С. С. Scholes, who then owned all the 
northwestern lines. While located there he enlisted 
in the tst Wisconsin Infantry, and rendezvoused 
at Milwaukee, thence to the Potomac. He first 
smelled powder at the battle of Falling Waters, 
near Martinsburg, Va. At the end of a four months 
service, he received an appointment as first lieuten- 
ant in the state militia, in 1862. Не reported to 
General Herron, Army of the Frontier, at Rolla. 
Mo., thence to the siege of Vicksburg; after its 
capture, he reported to Colonel J. C. Van Duzer, 
at Nashville, Tenn., asa military telegraph operator, 
and was sent to Pulaski, Tenn. He took charge 
of a construction party, and built the line to Athens, 
Ala., through the enemy’s country. He had one 
company of infantry as guard. He remained at 
Athens, Ala., until September, 1864, when he was 
captured by the rebel general Forrest, and was 
imprisoned eight months at Selma, Ala, Meridian, 


Miss., and Cahaha, Ala. After the war, he 
returned to Athens, Ala., as cipher operator, thence 
to Augusta, Ga., under Colonel Gilmore, and was 
one of the last to be mustered out of the service, 
September, 1866. He returned home in October, 
1866. Married Miss Ella Stryker, an old school- 
mate. He engaged with the Western Union 
Telegraph Company, as operator, in Chicago main 
office, in 1866. In 1879, he was made traffic chief, 
in 1880, assistant manager. In 1881, he was ap- 
pointed manager of the Mutual Union Telegraph 
Company, at Chicago, Ill., until it sold out. He 
was then appointed manager of the Bankers and 
Merchants Telegraph Company, 1883-4, when it 
was merged into the Postal Telegraph Company, 
he was appointed chief operator. Не has been 
with that company ever since, as manager and chief 
operator. Mr. Pettit is one of the best and most 
popular men in the service. He is also secretary 
of the United States Military Telegraph Corps. 


CHARLES E. DAVIS, 


Of the Postal Telegraph-Cable Company, New 
York, was born at Thompsonville, Conn., Novem- 
ber 13th, 1861. He entered the profession as 
messenger, July Ist, 1875. One year later he 
received an appointment as operator on the Erie 
Railroad, at Paterson, №. J. He retired from the 
business in 1877. On August 16th, 1878, he re-en- 
tered the profession as operator in the Western 
Union Telegraph office, New York. He resigned 
to go with the American Union Telegraph Com- 
pany, upon its opening up for business. He 
returned to the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany, when the consolidation was effected. He 
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was sent to Albany to help out during the legisla- 
tive deadlock. In 1881, he resigned, going to 
Chicago, Cincinnati and Pittsburgh, Pa. Не re- 
turned to New York in 1885, as operator for the 
Baltimore and Ohio Telegraph Company. After 
remaining with them a short time, he accepted 
a position as assistant chief inspector of the Gold 
and Stock Telegraph Company, at 16 Broad street. 
On June roth, 1889, he accepted a position with 
Postal Telegraph-Cable Company, where he is at 
the present time. | 


ANDREW V. KURTZ, 


Manager Postal Telegraph-Cable Company, Cleve- 
land, Ohio, was born in Cleveland, Ohio, January 
13th, 1852. In 1869, he entered the Western 
Union service as night messenger, in which capacity 
his strict attention to business soon caught the eye 
of superintendent E. P. Wright, who, a year later, 
took Mr. Kurtz into his office as clerk, where he 
remained until 1873, when he left the service to 
engage in other business. In 1874, we find him 
back in the Western Union local manager’s office 
as bookkeeper. When the Mutual Union office 
opened in Cleveland, Mr. Kurtz was engaged as 
bookkeeper and cashier, which position he filled 
until the American Rapid Company opened an 
office, when Mr. Kurtz went with the Rapid Com- 
pany, as bookkeeper, in which position he was a 
persistent and stubborn fighter of what was known 
as the “ Stamp System” of that company. In 1884, 
the American Rapid Company’s lines passed into 
the hands of the Bankers and Merchants Company 
and, later, consolidated with the Postal Telegraph- 
Cable Company. In 1886, Mr, Kurtz became man- 


ager of the latter company’s office, and has re- 
mained at the head of the Cleveland office ever 
since. During his management the Postal Tele- 
graph-Cable Company’s plant has grown fully 
sixty per cent, and Mr. Kurtz has shown marked 
ability in the responsible position of manager of its 
Cleveland office. 


EDGAR W. COLLINS, 


Of the Postal Telegraph-Cable Company, Cleve- 
land, Ohio, was a Christmas gift to his parents, in 
the back woods of Canada, near Ottawa, on De- 
cember 25th, 1852. In 1856, Edgar’s mother died, 
leaving a family of seven children, the youngest 
amere babe. The patient father put forth every 
effort to keep the family together, but his health 
soon failed, the children became scattered and the 
home broken up, the father going to the oil regions 
of Pennsylvania in 1864, where, a year later, the 
children followed like lambs to the fold. 

Soon, again, the home became broken up, and 
one by one the family drifted away, each taking 
his or her own road—some leading to prosperity 
and others to—telegraphy. Edgar chose the latter 
and is the legitimate offspring of the old depot at 
Oleopolis, Pa. 

In 1869, he held his first office on the Oil Creek 
and Allegheny Railroad. A year later he was 
with the Rochester and Oleopolis Oil Company, 
and other local pipe line companies—all of them 
emerging into what is now known as the United 
Pipe Line Company. Owing to the fickle nature 
of the pumping stations and the consequent unre- 
liability of telegraphic positions with those “wild 
cat” companies he left them, 
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Young Collins soon drifted to Ohio, where in 
1873, he was employed by the Standard Oil Com- 
pany, and in 1875, he entered the Western Union 
Telegraph Company’s service, at Cleveland, where 
he remained as an operator until July, 1883, when 
he received overtures from manager John H. Sim- 
mons of the American Rapid Telegraph Company, 
to become his chief operator, a position he at once 
accepted ; and though the company has changed 
from “Кара” to “ Bankers and Merchants,” and 
finally to what has become permanently christened 
“The Postal Telegraph-Cable Company,” Mr. 
Collins has hung on, through dark days, and bright 
ones, until all arealike bright and prosperous, under 
the able management of the officers of the latter 
company. 

When Mr. Collins went with the Rapid Tele- 
graph Company, Cleveland was the western ter- 
minal, and but six wires entered the office. To- 
day, in the Postal office there are 38 wires in the 
board, while g duplexes, 8 quadruplexes, 3 Toye, 
and 2 half-repeaters, in addition to a dozen Morse 
sets, constitute the machinery of the office, and 22 
operators are employed therein. 

Some years ago, when the late Joseph Christie 
launched upon the fraternity a telegraphic journal, 
more or less literary in its character, he persuaded 
Mr. Collins to write what was termed “The 
Cleveland Chronicles,” which were widely read, 
and which Mr. Christie referred to “with pride” 
in his valedictory. 

His character sketches “ Pap Stovey,” “Тот 
Wheeler’s Christmas Gift,” “ Gandpa,” “Pard Po- 
dunk” (a poem), and other writings which have 
appeared in the Telegraph Age, and nearly all of 
which have been copied by other journals, have 
been flatteringly received by members of the pro- 
fession, while his contributions to publications in 
his own city have met with much favor. He has 
also published two songs, which, though not 
“catchy,” are sadly and sweetly pathetic, and are 
sung in many a family circle. 

In 1886, he married Miss Anna С. Conway, of 
the New York Postal Telegraph force, and two 
little girls are the fruit of the union. 


CHARLES E. BAGLEY, 


Assistant manager of the Postal Telegraph Com- 
pany, at Boston, was born in Dorchester, now a 
part of Boston, January 7th, 1866. He first en- 
tered the telegraph service in 1881, as clerk, in the 
Boston main office of the American Rapid Tele- 
graph Company. He spent his spare time at the 
key, and in December of the same year, he was 
placed in charge of a branch office. In May, 1883, 
he was transferred to the Summer street office, 


and six months later appointed manager at 38 
Broad street, in the sugar and coffee district. Here 
he remained in the service of the Bankers and Mer- 
chants, United Lines and Postal Telegraph Com- 
panies, while the office grew from a small branch 
to be one of the most important in the city. On 
October 3d, 1892, Mr. Bagley was appointed as- 
sistant manager of the main and branch offices, a 
new position, with the added duties of traffic chief, 


CHARLES E. BAGLEY. 


and on February 15th, 1894, he was placed in im- 
mediate charge of all the Boston offices, succeeding 
Мг. Е. В. Pillsbury, the present assistant superin- 
tendent. He has been an active member of the 
Telegraphers Mutual Aid Association, a local so- 
ciety, for a number of years, and has also attained 
some note as an accurate and rapid sender. Mr. 
Bagley is married, and has one son. 


CLARENCE A. STIMPSON, 


Chief operator for the Postal Telegraph-Cable 
Company, at Philadelphia, was born in Brunswick, 
Maine, May 7th, 1859. He was educated in the 
public schools of that town. He entered the tele- 
graph service at Brunswick, in 1875. 

Two years later he was appointed manager at 
Waterville, Maine, for the Western Union, and a 
few years after was transferred to Bangor, to watch 
the cable repeaters. 

In the fall of 1879, he accepted a position with 
the American Union, at New York, and was sub- 
sequently transferred to the Western Union Tele- 
graph main office, when the consolidation of the 
two companies took place, 
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CLARENCE A. STIMPSON. 


After the strike in 1883, he returned to the 
Western Union, and was assigned to the Wheat- 
stone Department, and placed in charge of the New 
Orleans circuit, which was then being installed. 
He did not remain there long, however, but ac- 
cepted a position with the Postal Telegraph-Cable 
Company, and was there connected with the elec- 
trical department. When the Postal Telegraph as- 
sumed control of the Bankers and Merchants, he 
was made chief in charge and assistant manager of 
the consolidated main office. 

In the early part of 1886, he was offered the 
position of western chief with the Baltimore and 
Ohio Telegraph Company, which place he accepted 
and filled for a few months, when the Postal Com- 
pany again called him into their service, as chief 
Operator, at Philadelphia, which position he has 
since filled to the general satisfaction of all. 

Mr. Stimpson has a wide circle of friends among 
the fraternity. He possesses rare executive ability, 
is congenial, kind, and a brilliant telegrapher. 


THOMAS H. HUGHES, 


Chief operator of the Postal Telegraph-Cable Com- 
pany, Pittsburgh, Pa., was born March 2oth, 1859, 
at Wilmore, Pa. Hestarted his telegraphic career 
in 1871, on the Pennsylvania Railroad, and worked 
at various points for five years, until 1876, when 
he was employed by the Western Union Telegraph 
Company at Cresson Springs. He then worked at 
various points in the oil regions for the same com- 
pany until 1880, when he accepted a position in 
the main office of the same company at Pittsburgh. 
He was elected secretary of the Brotherhood of 


Telegraphers, which organization struck July 19th, 
1883, and remained out one month, when the strike 
was declared a failure. On September 18th, 1883, 
Mr. Hughes entered the service of the American 
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THOMAS H. HUGHES. 


Rapid Telegraph Company and its successors, until 
it became the Postal Telegraph-Cable Company, 
where he now is. 


LEONA LEMON, 


Manager of the Postal Telegraph-Cable Company, 
Baltimore, Md., was born June gth, 1867, near 
Mifflin, Juniata county, Pa. After receiving a 
common school education, he learned telegraphy 
on the Middle Division of the Pennsylvania Rail- 
road, and shortly afterward entered the service of 
the Western Union as night operator at Trenton, 
New Jersey. He was afterward employed in a 
number of Pennsylvania towns, and in 1884, ac- 
cepted a place with the Western Union, 195 Broad- 
way, New York. He resigned there in the spring 
of 1885, and was appointed manager for the same 
company at Lancaster, Pa. He left there to enter 
the service ot the Baltimore and Ohio Telegraph 
Company, at Newark, Ohio. He was transferred 
to Pine Bluff, Ark., as manager іп 1886, and was 
again transferred to Indianapolis, as chief operator, 
and was appointed manager shortly before the sale 
of that company to the Western Union. After a 
year’s service as chief operator for the Postal Tele- 
graph Company at Indianapolis, he established and 
took charge of the quadruplex repeating station 
on the Northern Pacific Railroad, at Glendive, 
Montana. Не came east again in 1890, and has 
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LEONA LEMON. 


been with the Postal Telegraph Company ever 
since, as manager at Baltimore, Md. Mr. Lemon 
is a member of the Mystic Shrine, and a 32nd 
degree Mason. | 


CLARK E, DIEHL, 


Manager of the Postal Telegraph-Cable Company’s 
office in Harrisburg, Pa., is one of the most ener- 
getic and efficient officials of that progressive cor- 
poration, and as an electrician, occupies an enviable 
position. Under his management, the business of 


the Harrisburg office has largely increased, and 
gives promise of further advancement. The capital 
of Pennsylvania is one of the most important news 
centres in the state, and of the large amount of 
press matter originating there. Мг. Diehl was 
born May 2nd, 1862, near Danville, Ра. He 
learned telegraphy when fourteen years old. In 
1877, he began work on the Sunbury division of 
the Pennsylvania Railroad, and continued until 
the close of the year 1879, when he accepted a 
position on the Lehigh Valley Railroad, at Hazle- 
ton, Pa. He worked at that point until the spring 
of 1882, when he went with the West Jersey Rail- 
road, at Atlantic City, N. J., and later with the 
Western Union Telegraph Company, in Philadel- 
phia. In the fall of the same year, he accepted a 
position as operator with the American Rapid 
Telegraph Company, in Harrisburg, Pa., and on 
the first of the following May, was made manager 
of the office, and continued as manager when that 
company was merged into the Bankers and Mer- 
chants Company. He has been manager of the 
Postal Telegraph-Cable Company since their office 
was opened in that city. He is also chief of the 
lines of the corporation, having a district under his 
charge. The office is well equipped as a repeating 
station. Mr. Diehl was married to Miss Laura I. 
Kannedy, of Harrisburg, in 1884, and has two very 
interesting little daughters. 


CHARLES C. KING, 


Circuit manager, Postal Telegraph-Cable Company, 
Albany, N. Y., was born at Springfield, Mass., No- 
vember 2nd, 1845. Аг the age of 18, he was em- 
ployed on the Springfield Republican, as assistant 
local editor, and while serving in that capacity, 
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became deeply interested in telegraphy. In the 
spring of 1864, he gave up his position and became 
an operator. He was appointed on the staff of the 
American Telegraph Company, at Springfield, 
December rst, 1864. During the Fenian raid into 
Canada, in 1866, Mr. King was sent to St. Albans, 
Vt., by superintendent Geo. B. Prescott, to help out 
with press matter. He was afterwards appointed 
manager of St. Albans office. In the summer of 
1867, he resigned and went to Boston. From there 
he went to Albany, in September, to accept the 
position of night press operator. In 1869, he was 
appointed night manager, which position he held 
until the memorable strike of January 4, 1870, oc- 
curred. Mr. King went out with the boys, and lost 
his position in consequence. Не returned to the 
office on February 15 as all night chief. He was 
transferred to the day force a couple of years later, 
and was subsequently appointed assistant day chief. 
After twenty years service with the Western 
Union, at Albany, Mr. King resigned on June 15, 
1887, to accept the position of circuit manager 
and chief operator, for the Commercial Union and 
Postal, at Albany, which position he still holds. 
He was married March 3rd, 1870, to Miss Lula J. 
Lyman, of Tunbridge, Vt. One son and three 
daughters have come to bless their union. 


WILBUR L. STANGER, 


Manager Postal Telegraph-Cable Company, Phila- 
delphia, was born at Glassboro, N. J., October 31, 
1856. He went to Philadelphia when quite young, 
and was educated in the public schools. He en- 
tered the telegraph service as messenger for the 
Philadelphia and Reading Railroad Company, in 
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1870, where he learned telegraphy. Не remained 
with the Reading Company until August, 1875, 
when he accepted a position with the Pennsylvania 
Railroad Company, on the New York division. 
He returned to the Reading, in January, 1876, and 
served as despatcher of the Bellevue branch, dur- 
ing the Centennial. Не filled various positions 
with the Reading, up until 1878, when he entered 
the service of the Atlantic and Pacific Telegraph 
Company, having charge of two of their best 
branch offices, at Dock street, and 3rd and Walnut 
streets, Philadelphia. He remained with that com- 
pany until the consolidation with the Western 
Union. He received several flattering offers from 
the Western Union, but decided to remain with 
the opposition. Hewas engaged by the American 
Rapid Company, and later by the Mutual Union 
at 3rd and Walnut streets, and when the Bankers 
and Merchants Company came into the field in 
1883, he was the first branch office manager en- 
gaged by that company, and was assigned to the 
sugar district, where he built up a very large busi- 
ness. He was retained by the Postal Telegraph- 
Cable Company, when they assumed control of the 
Bankers and Merchants, and in January, 1893, he 
was appointed manager at Philadelphia, for the 
latter company. Mr. Stanger has been remarkably 
successful in securing a large business at all of the 
offices with which he has been connected. He 15 
one of the most capable managers in the telegraph 
service, and is possessed of those qualities that go 
to make up a thorough and efficient official. His 
methods are systematic and painstaking. This, 
coupled with a personality that wins friends every 
where, is the secret of his success. 


JOHN A. McNICHOL, 


Night manager for Postal Telegraph Company, of 
Philadelphia, was born in that city, May 11th, 1864, 
and embarked into the telegraph business as mes- 
senger during the Centennial year, for the American 
District Telegraph Company. Не afterwards be- 
came a check boy for the Western Union Tele- 
graph Company, and soon graduated as an oper- 
ator, taking his first position with the Philadelphia 
Local Company, at the Exposition building, in 
1879. From December, 1881, to May, 1882, Mr. 
McNichol was an employe of the American Rapid 
Telegraph Company, at Washington, D. C., and 
afterward with the same company, at Pittsburgh. 
For about three years subsequent, Mr. McNichol 
was employed in New York city by the American 
Rapid and Bankers and Merchants Telegraph com- 
panies. In the spring of 1885, he migrated back 
to Washington, casting his lot with the Western 
Union Telegraph Company ; andin the summer of 
the same year, he returned to his native city, where 
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JOHN A. McNICHOL. 


he has remained ever since, serving first the Bank- 
ers and Merchants Telegraph, and then the Postal 
Telegraph companies, into which the Bankers and 
Merchants subsequently merged. Mr. McNichol 
then began to advance steadily from the rank and 
file, receiving his first appointment to the all night 
chiefship, October 15, 1889, retaining that post- 
tion over four years, when, on February Ist, 1894, 
he was further advanced to the position of night 
manager. 


WAYNE H. PARSONS, 


One of the oldest telegraphers in the country, 
was born at New Hartford, Oneida County, N. Y., 
Novemher то, 1836. He became manager of the 
Sherburne, N. Y., office, his first trust, in 1851. 
He was one of the first operators to take messages 
by sound. | 

In 1862, when working in the Utica office of 
the New York, Albany and Buffalo Telegraph 
Company, the president of that company (Geo. W. 
Curtis) saw fit to issue a general order and have it 
posted in the office, forbidding operators taking 
messages by sound. “The eye” the order read, 
“was much more to be depended оп than the ear.” 

Mr. Parsons worked in many large offices in the 
west until the war broke out, when he promptly 
joined the United States Military Telegraph Corps 
at St. Louis, after working his way north from 
Arkansas, in which state he was located when Fort 
Sumpter was fired upon. During the war he 
served with Generals Grant, Pope, Buell and 
Sherman. With the latter he remained over two 


years, and until nearly the close of the war, when 
he went home to Oneida county to recuperate his 
failing health, after which he accepted a position 
with the Western Union Telegraph Company in 
the New York office, where he remained for about 
two years, working the heaviest wire out of New 
York city, 2. е. the Old National wire to Pittsburgh. 
After leaving New York he accepted the position 
of chief in the Western Union office, at Utica, 
remaining there for eight years. He married 
while occupying this position. 

He is now 57 years old, hale and hearty, and 
says he won't take a seat behind any of the modern 


WAYNE H. PARSONS. 


operators. He has two sons, both of them tele- 
graphers, one at the Solvay Process Co.’s works, in 
Syracuse, and the younger, press operator, Standard 
office, Troy, N. Y. There are two daughters also, 
young ladies grown, who are living at home. 

Mr. Parsons is at present manager of the Postal 
Telegraph-Cable Company at Watertown, №. Y., 
and also manager of the Postal Electric Supply 


Company, a private enterprise which is quite suc- 
cessful. 


MILTON ORR. 


Manager Postal Telegraph-Cable Company, Savan- 
nah, Ga, was born in Tennessee, in August, 1861. 
He learned the telegraph business at Dalton, Ga. 
in 1874, and he was there appointed operator and 
clerk of the Selma, Rome and Dalton Railroad. 
Later he worked for various southern railroads 
until 1879, when he entered the Western Union 
and other telegraph companies’ service in New 
York city, until August, 1880, when he was ap- 
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MILTON ORR. 


pointed manager at Rome, Ga., for the Americas 
Union Telegraph Company. After the consolida- 
tion he returned to New York city and engaged in 
other business, until February, 1882, when he was 
made manager of the Southern Telegraph Com- 
рапуѕ office at Atlanta, Ga, which office he 
opened, and which position he retained until its 
consolidation with the Western Union Telegraph 
Company. He then accepted a position as a 
commercial traveler. On October 1, 1880, he 
opened the Postal Telegraph-Cable Company’s 
office at Atlanta, Ga., where he remained until 
March, 1892, when he was transferred to Savannah, 
Ga., as manager. Mr. Orr makes it a point to 
visit all his customers, cultivate their acquaintance 
and solicit new business. 


JOHN W. HAYES, 


Manager of the Postal Telegraph-Cable Company, 
Portland, Ore., was raised at Cleveland, Ohio. He 
learned telegraphy at the same time and place as 
John В. Taltavall, editor of Telegraph Age. Mr. 
Hayes soon became a very proficient operator and 
after working in various cities in Ohio, from 1570 
to 1875, he located at St. Louis in the latter year. 
While in that city, he founded a telegraph paper 
called the Electric, which was devoted to telegraphic 
gossip and one of the brightest of the fraternal 
papers ever issued. From St. Louis Mr. Hayes 
went to Omaha, Neb., later to Salt Lake City, Utah, 
and eventually to Austin, Nev., where he became 
the editor of a daily paper. Becoming interested 
іп mining, he built several telegraph lines through 
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California and Nevada. A few years later he was 
appointed manager of the Western Union Tele- 
graph Company, at Portland, Ore., which position 
he held until 1891, when he was appointed manager 
of the Postal Telegraph Company, in the same 


JOHN W. HAYES. 


city. His extensive experience and enterprise, 
combined with rare business talent, rendered him 
successful in all his undertakings, and has won for 
him unlimited confidence among the citizens of 
Portland. 
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ROBERT C. MECREDY, 


Manager of the Postal Telegraph Company's 
Commercial Exchange office, Philadelphia, which 
position he also acceptably filled with the Western 
Union Telegraph Company for twelve years, was 
born in Dublin, Ireland, in 1855. Robert first en- 
tered the telegraph service in the capacity of mes- 
senger in the town of Blenheim, New Zealand, to 
which place his father had removed to occupy a 
position under the government, in the year 1864. 
His father dying, the family returned to Ireland, 
where Robert attended college at Dundalk, until 
1869. He went to London, Ontario, and entered 
the telegraph service there in 1870, as a messenger. 
He soon became proficient, and in six months was 
appointed manager of asuburban office. He holds 
a record for 23 years of continual service. 

Mr. Mecredy’s travels have taken him completely 
around the world, an experience which rarely falls 
to the lot of telegraphers. He has worked for the 
Western Union Telegraph Company in the princi- 
pal cities of the country, and has a large acquaint- 
anceship among the fraternity. 

Мг. Mecredy’s reputation as a telegrapher was 
fully sustained by his recent performance in the 
fast sending tournament, held in New York, March 
25th, making a record of 249 words in five minutes, 

Personally he is retiring, but as occasion de- 
mands he is never found lacking in methods of en- 


tertaining his large circle of friends in and outside 
of the fraternity. 


DANIEL B. GRANDY, 


Of St. Louis, Mo., was born at Stockholm, N. Ves 
March 16th, 1852. He entered the telegraph service 
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as messenger for the American Telegraph Company, 
at Worcester, Mass., in November, 1865, and he 
served the Franklin Telegraph Company as man- 
ager at various points in Connecticut, during 1867 
and in 1868, and as operator at 11 Broad street, 
New York, in 1868 and 1869. Hewas with the West- 
ern Union Company at Boston, for ten years, end- 
ing in April, 1880, after which he was with the 
same company at New York, Washington and St. 
Louis, for two years more, going to Las Vegas, 
N. M., in December, 1882, as manager. Thence 
he drifted to the Pacific coast, and took a position 
at San Francisco, in May, 1883, going thence to 
Sacramento, where he was employed when the 
strike came, and took a vacation with the other nine 
men employed there. After hostilities ceased, he 
acted as night chief there for three months, and 
then went to Ogden, Utah, where he worked for 
the Western Union and Union Pacific companies 
at various pointsin Utah and Idaho, until June, 1886, 
when he returned to the St. Louis Western Union 
office, where he remained five years, during nearly 
two years of which he was assistant chief in charge 
of the southern division. In October, 1891, he ac- 
cepted a position as assistant chief for the Postal 
Telegraph-Cable Company, at St. Louis, which 
position he still holds, 


GEORGE J. GOALDING, 


Manager Postal lelegraph-C 
е а t 
Erie, Pa., was born ; stapn-Cable Company, а 


1841. His Parents ig 
Young Goalding 


learned telegraphy in the railroad 


office, at Erie, Ра., in 1859, and was made extra 
operator on the Lake Shore and Michigan South- 
ern system, finally drifting to the old Exchange 
street depot, Buffalo, N. Y. He accepted a posi- 
tion in the train dispatcher’s office of the Ohio and 
Mississippi Railroad in Cincinnati, thence to super- 
intendent’s office of the Marietta and Cincinnati, in 
the same city. Upon Captain Samuel Bruch, at 
Louisville, calling for volunteer operators for army 
service, Mr. Goalding offered his and маѕ ас- 
cepted. Пе was sent to General Burnside’s head- 
quarters on Fourth street, Cincinnati. Desiring to 
go to the front, he was directed by Captain Bruch 
to report to Captain W. L. Gross, at Danville, Ky., 
and on reaching there was ordered to proceed 
immediately to Cumberland Gap, where he re- 
mained during the siege of Knoxville, handling 
many of Burnside’s messages brought through 
Longstreet’s lines by scouts, to be wired from the 
Gap northward. After General Burnside was 
relieved by General Sherman, Mr. Goalding was 
ordered to Knoxville, thence to different points 
and stockades in East Tennessee, and was in that 
section during the last Wheeler raid, and in com- 
munication at one time with Norris and Allen, the 
rebel operators of that command, who had tapped 
the Federal wires near Strawberry Plains. They 
were seeking information, but were unsuccessful, 
Mr. Goalding recognizing Norris’ “ Morse.” In 
1865, Mr. Goalding was at Nashville, discharged 
from military service with many others, by Captain 
Van Duzer, their services being no longer required. 
Returning north at once, he was made manager of 
the Western Union Telegraph office, at Atchi- 
son, Kansas, in October, 1865, and on completion 
of the Kansas and Pacific Railroad as far west as 
Junction City, was transferred to the latter office 
as manager. Coming east later on, he was em- 
ployed by the Western Union Telegraph Company, 
at Louisville, Ky., for several years ; part of the 
time as assistant chief, then night manager and in- 
spector for the Gold and Stock Telegraph Com- 
pany, putting in the first “tickers” in that city. 
He left Louisville, to take a position with the same 
company, at Cincinnati, and shortly afterwards ac- 
cepted a place in Erie, his old home, where he 
remained with the Western Union Telegraph 
Company, until December, 1888, when he resigned 
to accept the management of the Postal Telegraph 
Company’s office at the same point, which position 
he still retains. Mr. Goalding was one of the 
original members of the Old Time and Military 
Telegraphers societies, attending the first meeting 
and organization at Cincinnati, in 1880. In August, 
1879, he was complimented by being commissioned 
colonel and aid-de-camp by governor James B. 
McCreary, of Kentucky. 
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M. S. HARRIS, 


Manager of the Postal Telegraph-Cable Company 
at Charleston, S. C., began his telegraphic career 
as messenger for the Western Union Telegraph 
Company, at Quitman, Georgia, in 1869. Не 
worked at several points on the line of the Savan- 
nah, Florida and Western, and at Savannah, Ga., 
until the latter part of 1872, when he was transferred 
to Charleston, S. C., and was with the Western 
Union Telegraph Company there as operator, 
until the Southern Telegraph Company opened 
their office in January, 1884. He accepted a simi- 
lar situation with the latter company. The follow- 
ing September, Mr. Harris was promoted to the 
managership, which position he held until that 
company was absorbed by the Western Union 
Telegraph Company. He was manager of the 
Southern at the time of the Charleston earthquake, 
and sent the first news of the great disaster from 
a roofless office. Не still has in his possession a 
highly prized letter from general superintendent 
J. W. Kates, in praise of the conduct of the em- 
ployes of the office, during that dangerous and 
distressing period. Не also received very compli- 
mentary notices from the northern and western 
papers as well as the local press, for the manner in 
which he conducted his office under the trying con- 
ditions. After the closing of the Southern office 
he worked for the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany in several of the southern cities. On the 
extension of the Postal Telegraph Company south, 
he was made manager first of their office at 
Columbia, S. C., and on completion of the wires to 
Charleston, S. C., was sent back to his old post 
and placed in charge of the office, in the same 
building from which he sent the earthquake news, 


Р. Н. HUGHES, 


Manager of the Postal Telegraph-Cable Company, 
Raleigh, №. C., learned telegraphy at Rock Bridge, 
Va., under Wilmer Padgett, manager of the Western 
Union Telegraph office at that point. He accepted 
a position at Cotton Hill, W. Va., where he soon 
became sufficiently proficient to take charge of an 
office, and worked as relief operator between Hunt- 
ington and Hinton, W. Va. In 1873, he was ap- 
pointed operator at Quinnimont, W. Va. Later he 
was appointed agent at Cotton Hill, W. Va. In 
1879, he was transferred to office of superintendent 
Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad, at Staunton, Va. 
In 1880, was agent for the Southern Virginia Rail- 
road, where he remained until 1883. In Septem- 
ber following, he was appointed manager of the 
Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad Company, where 
he remained until February, 1884, when he went 
to Texas as train dispatcher. He returned to Bal- 
timore in January, 1885, for the Bankers and Mer- 
chants Telegraph Company as chief operator. 
After the consolidation, he went to Pittsburgh for 
the Baltimore and Ohio Telegraph Company, and 
when the Western Union bought that concern, he 
went to Raleigh, N. C., for the Western Union 
Telegraph Company as press operator. Later he 
worked for the United Press on their leased wire, 
until appointed to his present position, which he 


fills with profit to the company and credit to him- 
self. 


JOHN ANNAND, 


Night chief operator Pacific Postal Telegraph 
Company, Portland, Oregon, was born at Hillsburg, 
Ontario, November 29th, 1864. Не entered the 
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service of the Dominion Telegraph Company at 
Barrie, Ont., as messenger in 1876; remained with 
the same company as operator until the consolida- 
tion of the Dominion and the Montreal Telegraph 
Companies, and with the consolidated company, 
now the Great Northwestern Telegraph Company, 
until 1878, when he went to Hamilton, Ont, as 
operator for the Northern and Northwestern Rail- 
road Company. 

In 1879, he was transferred to the dispatcher's 
office of same company at Allandale, Ont., and 
later to the superintendent's office at Toronto. 
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JOHN ANNAND. 


Mr. Annand entered service of Mutual Union 
Telegraph Company, at Toronto, in 1880, as oper- 
ator, and went west in the latter part of 1881, 
serving with the Northern Pacific Railroad Com- 
pany, as operator, train dispatcher, and chief dis- 
patcher and division operator, until 1888. He was 
with the Western Union Telegraph Company, at 
Portland, Oregon, from 1888 to 1890. Не entered 
the service of the Postal Telegraph Company, at 
Portland, Oregon, in 1890, where he still remains. 


W. HEARN, 
Of the Pacific Postal 
land, Ore., was born at 
1867, where his father 


Telegraph Company, Port- 
Norton Mills, Vt., July 5th, 
1: | was agent for the Grand 
lrunk Railroad Company. He learned the art of 
telegraphy while quite young, and moved to Canada 
in 1875, then to Manitoba in 1879, when his tele- 
graphic career began with the Canadian Pacific 
Railroad Company, in Winnipeg, and he remained 
with that company, working at different points 
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between Lake Superior and the Rocky Mountains 
until 1884, when he went south, and landed in New 
Orleans during the Cotton Centennial of 1884-5. 
He remained in the southern States, working in 
the principal cities, and for different railroads, and 
the Southern Express Company, until 1887. In 
the fall of 1888, he was back with the Canadian 
Pacific Railroad Company, in Winnipeg, where he 
worked for about six months, then went west to 
New Westminster, B. C., at the time the relay 
office of the Postal Canadian Pacific Telegraph 
Company. Shortly after he went to Portland, 
Ore., and entered the service of the Western Union 


CHARLES Е, LOOMIS. 


St. Louis, Mo., in 1862, under superintendent 
Captain George H. Smith. He returned to Ohio 
in the latter part of 1863, and enlisted as a private 
soldier in the 177th, О. V. I., 23rd Army Corps, 
Sherman’s army, and was promoted to first sergeant 
after the battle of Stone River, Tenn., іп 1864. 
He was commissioned rst lieutenant, after the 
battle of Fort Fisher, №. C., February, 1865, and 
mustered out as captain, May roth, 1865, at the 
close of the маг. Не returned to railroading until 
the latter part of 1869, when he entered the service 
of the Western Union Telegraph Company, at 
W. HEARN. Washington, О. С. He gave up telegraphing at 
the time of the strike in 1870, and was appointed 
clerk in the General Post Office Department, at 
Washington, and afterwards transferred to the 
Treasury Department, where he remained during 
President Grant’s administration. In 1878, he ac- 
cepted a position as chief clerk to chief engineer, 
оп the Denver and Rio Grande Railroad, іп Colo- 
rado, and afterwards employed by same company 
as conductor. In 1881, he was conductor and 
train dispatcher in the employ of the Santa Fe 
Railroad Company, until 1883, when he entered 
the service of the Northern Pacific Railroad Com- 
pany, at Tacoma, Wash., as clerk to the superin- 
tendent, and afterwards served as passenger con- 
VE eee PA COONS: ductor until March, 1886, when he accepted a 


Of the Pacific Postal Telegraph Company, Port- position with the Montana Central Railroad Com- 
land, Ore., was born in Cleveland, O., January pany, as chief clerk and purchasing agent, which 
215, 1843. Не entered the service of the Lake position he held until 1887, leaving then to re-enter 
Shore Railway Company, as an operator, in No- the service of the Northern Pacific Railroad Сот. 
vember, 1861. Не joined the United States Mil- pany, then leaving the latter company to enter the 
itary Telegraph Corps, Army of the Missouri, at service of the Western Union Telegraph Company, 


Telegraph Company. The Postal Telegraph Com- 
pany, however, were bidding for the best talent, 
and Mr. Hearn soon entered its service. He was 
appointed night chief in 1890, and traffic chief іп 
1892. He was опе of the crack typewriters ap- 
pointed to represent the Postal Telegraph Com- 
pany in the message contest at New York, in 1893, 
and їп а local contest he was a tie with champion 
Durkee. He did not enter the contest in New 
York, however, owing to private business. Mr. 
Hearn still occupies the position at Portland, as 
traffic chief. 
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again at Portland, Ore. Не left that company in 
1889, to accept a position with the Pacific Postal 
Telegraph Company, at Portland, Ore., as night 
chief, under the present manager J. W. Hayes, and 
is still in that company’s employ. He isa member 
of the Old-Timers Association, United States Mil- 
itary Telegraphers, and also a member of the 
Order of Railway Conductors of the United States 
and Canada. 


B. S. DURKEE, 


Of the Pacific Postal Telegraph Company, Port- 
land, Ore., was born in Olathe, Kan., February 2d, 
1872, and moved to the Pacific coast, in 1877, 
where he entered the service of the Western Union 
Telegraph Company, in Portland, Ore., as messen- 
ger, in 1884. In 1887, he went to San Francisco, 
Cal., as operator for the Western Union Telegraph 
Company, and the year after transferred his services 
to the Postal Telegraph Company in San Francisco, 
and was one of the first operators on the Pacific 
coast to use the typewriter. He returned to Port- 
land, Ore., in 1890, remaining іп the employ of the 
latter company. Не was опе of the Pacific coast 
operators, selected by John W. Mackay, to represent 
the Postal Company in the message receiving con- 
test in New York, March, 1893, and he won the 
first prize against fifteen competitors, selected 
from the best talent east апа west. It was certainly 
a remarkable feat, considering his age. Mr. Durkee 
is still with the Postal Telegraph Company, in 
Portland, Ore., and is a bright star in the profession. 


С. УУ. THURMAN, 


Of the Pacific Postal Telegraph Company, Port- 
land, Ore., was born in Oregon in 1854. He en- 
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G. W. THURMAN. 


tered the service of the Western Union Telegraph 
Company in 1868, and was promoted to the posi- 
tion of chief operator for same company at Port- 
land, Ore., in 1881. Не retained that position 
until the telegraphers’ strike of 1883, and then 
engaged in other business. He was appointed 
agent for Wells, Fargo & Company’s Express, and 
the Sunset Telephone Company, at Port Town- 
send, Wash., afterwards he entered customs ser- 
vice at the same place as mounted inspector. He 
was promoted to a deputy collectorship, chief 
deputy, and finally filled the position of acting col- 
lector of customs for Puget Sound district until the 
close of President Cleveland’s first administration, 
when he returned to Portland, Ore., and accepted 
a position as chief operator with the Postal Tele- 
graph Company, which position he still occupies. 


JOHN HENDERSON, 


Of the Pacific Postal Telegraph Company, Pendle- 
ton, Ore., was born in Toronto, Canada, September 
23rd, 1840. He entered the service of the Mon- 
treal Telegraph Company, in Toronto, under Mr- 
H. P. Dwight, at the age of 14 years, as a messen- 
ger. A year afterwards he became book-keeper 
and then telegraph Operator. In 1864, he obtained 
a position as operator for the California State Tel- 
egraph Company, at San Francisco, where he 
worked the first “ Overland ” circuit across the con- 
tinent, for а year and a half. At the expiration of 
that time he was appointed manager of the first 
office opened at Victoria, B. C., where he remained 
for over three years. Upon the breaking out of 
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the first mining excitement in Eastern Nevada. he 
was transferred to the managership of the Hamilton 
and Pioche offices, and from there to Salt Lake 


JOHN HENDERSON. 


City, Utah in 1871, where he was manager for 
eight years. Since then he has been manager at 
Spokane Falls, Wash., and Astoria, Ore., and 


now stationed at Pendleton, Ore. 


GEORGE W. HOLT, 


Of the Postal Telegraph Company, San Francisco, 
Cal., was born in Unionville, Nev., February 25, 
1872. He entered the service as a messenger boy 


in 1885, at Los Angeles, Cal., and a year later was 
transferred to the book-keeping room of the 
Western Union Telegraph Company, which posi- 
tion he held for two years, and in 1888 he went to 
Riverside, Cal., as operator, and the past three and 
a half years he has been with the Postal Telegraph 
Company, in San Francisco, Cal. 


EUGENE H. SHERWOOD, 


Manager Postal Telegraph Cable Company, Fre- 
mont, Ohio, was born at Fostoria, O., in 1860. He 
entered the telegraph profession at Fremont, O., 
in 1873, and took Horace Greeley's advice and 
went West in 1875. He located at Virginia City, 
Nev., as press operator, where he remained until 
1879. He then went to San Francisco, Cal., where 
he soon became a general favorite with the entire 
management. While walking on the street in that 
city in 1882, he was stricken with paralysis. He was 
taken to his old home at Fremont, O., where he 
gradually improved and has lately returned to the 
telegraph service as above indicated. 


LEO MILLER, 


Of the Postal Telegraph Company, Philadelphia, 
Pa., was born September 22nd, 1864, in Phil- 
adelphia, Pa. In 1880, he entered the service, be- 
ginning at the bottom of the ladder as messenger 
boy for the American District Telegraph Company, 
at Third and Chestnut streets, mastering the pro- 
fession in a short time. He was first appointed 
manager for the American Rapid Telegraph Com- 
pany, in the dry goods district. From there he 
cast his lost with the Postal Telegraph Company, 
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opening their first office in the same district, thence 
to the Baltimore and Ohio Telegraph Company in 
the fish district, when after a short term of service 
with that company, he re-entered the Postal Com- 
рапу'ѕ employ, where he still remains. He 15 now 
assistant іп the Postal Telegraph Company’s office, 
on the grain floor of the Commercial Exchange, 
one of the most important offices of the company, 
where nothing but expert work is of value. Mr. 
Miller is also a popular and well liked representa- 
tive of the Telegraph Age, in Philadelphia. He ts 
one of the pioneers of the Postal Company there, 


LEO MILLER. 


being the oldest operator in point of service with 
that company. He is connected with many chari- 
table organizations in Philadelphia, being a prom- 
inent member of the Christian Endeavor Society, 
and is always on the alert to help and advise the 
unfortunates of his native city. Не 15 well known 
throughout the city, both among the members of 
the telegraph profession, and also among his towns- 
men, especially those who know of his earnest 
efforts among the unfortunate classes. He has 
two bright interesting boys, who need never be 
ashamed to follow in their father’s footsteps. 


WILLIS DURAND GREGORY, 


Night manager of the Postal Telegraph-Cable 
Company, Chicago, was born in Minnesota, in 1858. 
He was regularly installed as operator at the age 
of twelve and a half years. 

Mr. Gregory continued in the service of the rail- 
road until 1877. In 1878, he began the publication 
of a weekly newspaper, which he successfully con- 
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WILLIS DURAND GREGORY. 


ducted for two years. In 1880, he again resumed 
telegraphy in the employ of the old Northwestern, 
at St. Раш. The Western Union soon absorbed 
this system, and Mr. Gregory's promotion succes- 
sively to the night managership and chiefship of 
that office was rapid. In 1886, he was seized with 
the “Western fever,” and was transferred to Helena, 
Mont., where he was soon made chief operator. 
In 1889, he was appointed chief operator for the 
Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul Railroad, at 
Minneapolis, and in 1892, entered the service of 
the Postal in their main office at Chicago. In 
1893, he was appointed night manager of that 
office, which position he occupies at present. 


JOSEPH M. EDER, 


Of the Postal Telegraph Company, Newark, Neds 
was born at Bound Brook, N. J., November roth, 
1865. Mr. Eder entered the telegraph service as 
messenger for the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany, at Bound Brook, in 1880, remaining in this 
capacity about three years. His love for active 
outdoor work, led him to accept a position as line 
repairer, for the Lehigh Valley Railroad, although 
he was а good telegrapher. Leaving the Lehigh 
Valley, he entered the service of the Baltimore 
and Ohio Telegraph Company at various points. 
He resigned this position to accept the manage- 
ment of Plainfield, N. J., office, where he made а 
host of friends, and succeeded in building up a nice 
business. А year of office life was enough, and he 
resigned to return to construction work. 
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JOSEPH M. EDER, 


Mr. Eder is now in full charge of all repairs and 
construction of the New Jersey Postal Telegraph 


Company. 


FRANCIS M. HUNTINGTON, 


General Manager of the American District and 
Postal Telegraph Companies, is a native of Paines- 
ville, Ohio. When about 13 years of age, his par- 
ents removed to Saginaw, Mich., where he was 
messenger in the Western Union Telegraph office, 
his elder brother being manager. His first duties 
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as а telegrapher меге іп November, 1871, аѕ тапа- 
ger of the Western Union Telegraph Company at 
Alabaster, Mich. He served on various railroads 
in Michigan and other western states, In Novem- 
ber, 1873, we find him on the New York Midland 
Railroad, at various places in New Jersey. Com- 
mencing in March, 1875, he was employed by the 
Pennsylvania Railroad, at various places, lastly at 
526 Broadway, New York. July 2nd, 1878, he 
entered the Western Union Telegraph Company’s 
service, at 195 Broadway, New York, and on March 
4th, 1884, went with the Baltimore and Ohio Tele- 
graph Company at the Central Stock Yards, Jersey 
City, №. J. On March 15, 1893, he became gen- 
eral manager of the American District Telegraph 
Company of Jersey City, and manager of the Postal 
Telegraph Company at that place, where he is at 
present. Besides being а practical telegrapher, 
Mr. Huntington is also a practical printer, having 
worked as compositor on daily and weekly papers 
in Michigan, and published a monthly paper for a 
a number of years in Jersey. City; besides, pub- 
lishing city guides, advertising weeklies, novelties, 
etc. Healso published the Telegraphers’ Souvenir, 
in 1875, which was the forerunner-of many similar 
books, by others. Mr. Huntington was married 
in 1877, and resides at Paterson, N. J., surrounded 
by his happy family, consisting of himself, wife, 
two children and father. 


GEORGE W. DUNN, 


Traffic chief of the Postal Telegraph-Cable Com- 
pany, at Philadelphia, was born June 2nd, 1859, in 
Stroudsburg, Pa. He entered the telegraph service 
as extra operator for the Delaware, Lackawanna 


and Western Railroad Company, in 1870. In 1872, 
he was appointed night operator at East Strouds- 
burg. Two years later he was transferred to Port- 
land, Pa., as day operator, a position he filled until 
1880, when he resigned to accept a position with 
the Western Union Telegraph Company, at 195 
Broadway, New York. Mr. Dunn developed into 
a first class operator, working some of the heaviest 
circuits in that office, and became widely and popu- 
larly known among the fraternity. In January, 1883, 
he went with the Mutual Union Telegraph Company 
in Washington, D. C., where he remained until the 
absorption of that company by the Western Union 
Telegraph Company. He then returned to 195 
Broadway, New York office, where he remained 
until 1884, when he accepted a position with the 
Postal Telegraph Company in Philadelphia, being 
one of the first operators employed by that com- 
pany there. Mr. Dunn became attached to Phila- 
delphia, and has made it his home. He was 
appointed traffic chief of the Postal Telegraph- 
Cable Company, about seven years ago, a position 
that he still occupies with credit to himself and 
the company. 


JOSEPH W. DYER, 


The best known telegraph manager in Philadelphia, 
was born at Trenton, N. J., June 16, 1842, started 
his career there in 1856, as messenger with the 
House Printing Telegraph Company. He acquired 
the Morse system under difficulties, but soon be- 
came proficient enough to take charge of a small 
office, on the line from New York to Philadelphia, 
which consisted of but one wire. When the first 
Atlantic cable was laid, he copied the congratula- 


tory messages between Queen Victoria and Presi- 
dent Buchanan, posting them in the window which 
was brilliantly illuminated for the occasion. 

The commencement of the civil war found Mr. 
Dyer stationed at Perryville, Md., forwarding tele- 
grams from there to Annapolis by boat ; telegraphic 
communication having been destroyed by the seces- 
sionists. While superintendent of the Bankers and 
Brokers Telegraph Company in Philadelphia, from 
1865 to 1871, he operated the same on co-opera- 
tive principles successfully for one year. From 
1871 to 1881, he served the Western Union Tele- 
graph Company, managing several branch offices. 
He then devoted his entire energies in developing 
patents. In 1885, he re-entered the telegraph ser- 
vice, as manager of the Bankers and Merchants 
Telegraph Company, until that company was ab- 
sorbed by the Postal Telegraph Company, when һе 
returned to the Western Union Telegraph Сот- 
pany, where he remained until called upon on 
March 1st last, to take the management of the 
American District and Postal Telegraph office at 
3rd and Chestnut streets. During his telegraphic 
career he has been expert on the House, Hughes 
and combination printing and Morse systems. Mr. 
Dyer introduced the Laws system of tickers to 
furnish the gold quotations in Philadelphia. 


HOWARD T. WRIGHT, 


Of the Postal Telegraph-Cable Company, Philadel- 
phia, was born in Berlin, N. J., September 28th, 
1864. When 21 years of age he learned to tele- 
graph. He was made manager for the Bankers 
and Merchants Telegraph Company, at No. 4 
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Vine street, an up-town Philadelphia produce dis- 
trict, where he succeeded in building up quite a 
lucrative business. He was in charge of this office 
but a short time, when his ability attracted attention 
at headquarters, and, upon the consolidation of the 
company with the Postal Telegraph Company, 
superintendent Adams tendered him the manage- 
ment of the dry-goods district at Seventh and 
Market streets, which was accepted. Не soon 
achieved for the company a most desirable reputa- 
tion in his district, increasing the business, until 
now that office ranks second in the city. In October, 
1891, another vacancy occurred in the office located 
at Fifth and Market streets, and the superintendent 
having before him a practical illustration of what 
Mr. Wright could do, placed this office also under 
his charge. Here the stimulating influence of the 
new manager's touch was soon felt and that office 
bounded forth as it had never done before, the 
result showing an increase of nearly 100%, and the 
good work at both offices still goes оп. Mr. 
Wright deserves credit for the very able, business- 
like and profitable manner in which these offices 
are conducted. He enjoys the confidence and 
esteem of his patrons in both localities, and in a 
marked degree the good will of all under his 
charge. A successful future will be the sure reward 
of his efforts. 


T. A. CLOSS, 


Manager Postal Telegraph-Cable Company, At- 
lanta, Ga., learned telegraphy at Magnolia, N. C., 
in 1871, at the age of thirteen years, and was first 
employed on the Carolina Central Railroad, subse- 
quently on the Wilmington and Weldon Railroad. 


He embarked in mercantile business in 1879, which 
he followed for ten years successfully, and upon 
the advent of the Postal Telegraph Company in 
the south, returned to the telegraph business, being 
appointed manager for that company at Raleigh, 
N. C., where he remained two ycars, being trans- 
ferred to the managership at Atlanta, Ga., office, 
in March, 1892, where he still remains. 


WALTON SMITH, 


Night traffic chief for the Postal Telegraph Com- 
pany, Philadelphia, was born іп Dover, Del., March 
gth, 1849, and attended school there. 

Employed first as messenger by superintendent 
Matt. Buell, on Military Telegraph Line in Dover, 
where he “ graduated.” 

When but twelve years of age, he was made 
manager at Bridgeville, Del., with the old Morse 
paper register as his best friend. 

War times found him again in the Dover office, 
puzzling his young brain attempting to decipher 
telegrams between the War Department and Fort- 
ress Monroe. 

As night operator at Chester, Pa., he “held up” 
the Grant special to personally deliver an important 
telegram to the general. 

He narrowly escaped being made a prisoner by 
confederates at Cockeysville, Md., who captured his 
relief just one hour after reporting for duty. 

November, 1865, found him aboard United 
States sloop of war Ticonderoga, coxwain of the 
dingy, bound for a five year cruise. He was pro- 
moted coxwain of the captain’s gig. 

This cruise carried him north as faras St. Peters- 
burg, Russia; south to a point 10° below the equa- 
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tor, touching all the noteworthy cities en route, 
including a trip through the Holy Land. 

In 1870, we find him again a landsman back into 
telegraph harness, in various places. a. 

From 1879 to 1886, he was chief inspector and 
superintendent at Buffalo, for the Bell Telephone 
Company. Then he was in outside pursuits until 
1890. | 

He located with the Postal Telegraph Company, 
at Chicago, and 1891 found him in Philadelphia 
for the same company, where he was soon promoted 
to his present position. 

He is married, has a son, and he is decidedly 
popular with all. 


ROBERT ROBINSON, 


Manager of the Postal Telegraph-Cable Company, 
at Lancaster, Pa., was born in the borough of West 
Chester, Pa., in 1867, and learned telegraphy in 
the office of the United Lines in that place. 
His first employment was with a Chester broker, 
upon whose failure in 1885, he went to York, Ра 
as assistant manager in the office of the United 
Lines there. While acting in this capacity, his ca- 
pabilities attracted attention, and he was tendered 
his present position. 

The office of the Postal Telegraph Company, at 
Lancaster, in December, 1886, when Mr. Robinson 
took charge of it, was not paying expenses, and the 
necessity of some one which could reconcile the 
prejudice then existing against the service there 
was one of the prime factors in his selection. That 
the appointment was a most judicious one, was 
evidenced by the increase in business. Phenomenal 
promptness of service, diligent attention to business, 


and an unswerving determination to win, finally 
broke down the barriers of hostility and rapidly 
placed the office on a paying basis. In a city, 
whose people are noted for their conservatism and 
proneness to follow beaten paths, business was 
not attracted without a struggle, but the indomit- 
able will of Mr. Robinson carried the banners of 
the Postal to the front and firmly planted them 
there. 

He is exceeding popular and has a host of friends 
among the business public of Lancaster, who do 
not tire of showing their appreciation of his efforts, 


MORRIS H. GREF, 


Of the Postal Telegraph-Cable Company, New 
York, was born in Brooklyn, on January 4th, 1857. 
At the age of sixteen, he left school and went into 
the bell-hanging and locksmith business. The 
following year he became identified with the tele- 
graph service, entering the employ of the American 
District Telegraph Company in Brooklyn, looking 
after their circuits, etc., and while doing 50 
learned to telegraph. Leaving them in 1878, he 
went with the Gold and Stock Telegraph Company 
as an interior wireman, remaining with them until 
1883, when he entered the service of the 
Postal Telegraph Company, in the same capacity. 
He is well known to the fraternity in many 
cities outside of New York, the wiring of the 
Postal Telegraph offices at Albany, Pittsburgh, 
Chicago, Boston, Philadelphia, the Meadville 
repeater station, and many other places being done 
under his supervision. 


CHARLES E, STUMP, 


Of the Postal Telegraph Company, Philadelphia, 
isa native of Philadelphia, having been born 10 
that city on Christmas day, 1853, in the arsenal at 
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CHARLES E. STUMP. 


Gray's Ferry, under the glorious banner of our 
country. He acquired an education in the public 
schools of that city, and also at the Boy’s High 


‘School, and at the age of 16 entered into commer- 


cial life as a clerk іп the service of the old Bankers 
and Brokers Telegraph Company. While at this 
place Mr. Stump mastered the art of telegraphy. 
After the consolidation of the Bankersand Brokers 
with the Western Union, Mr. Stump entered into 
the service of the Franklin Telegraph Company as 
receiving clerk. In 1873, a vacancy occurring in 
the fish district, Mr. Stump was placed in charge 
of that office, which he proceeded to work on com- 
mission. Не continued here also as manager for 
the Atlantic and Pacific, for the Continental, and 
for the American Union Telegraph companies. 
After the consolidation of the American Unionand 
the Western Union companies, Mr. Stump re- 
mained with them until 1886, when the present 
Opposition claimed his valuable services and has 
retained him ever since. During his twenty con- 
secutive years of service in the fish district, Mr. 
Stump has gained a wonderful hold on the good 
will of the business men of that section, has become 
exceedingly popular, and built up for himself a 
valuable reputation both as a good solicitor and as 
а telegrapher. Mr. Stump’s friends are legion and 
his popularity is well deserved. 


DENNIS J. McQUADE, 


Manager Postal Telegraph Company, 154 East 
54th street, New York city, was born at Tremont, 
N. Y., in 1860. He entered the profession as mes- 
senger for the Harlem Railroad, at Morrisania, in 
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1874, апа ѕооп acquiring a knowledge of the 
duties of agent and operator, he was appointed 
assistant agent and operator at that point. Shortly 
afterwards he resigned to accept a position as 
Operator, with the New York and New Haven 
Railroad, at their Harlem river station. He did 


DENNIS J. McQUADE. 


not take kindly to railroad work, however, and in 
1881, left the service to enter the commercial field; 
accepting the management of the American Rapid 
Telegraph Company’s test station at 154 East 54th 
street. This position he has held during the 
various changes, 
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NORMAN Н. PERRIN, 


Manager of the Chicago Postal Telegraph-Cable 
Company, Board of Trade office, was born at Mount 
Pleasant, Ont., January 27, 1864. At the age of 
12 years he entered the service of the Montreal 


Telegraph Company, at Brantford, Ont., as mes- 
senger, and one year later was appointed operator. 
At the age of 14 years he went to Buffalo, N. Y., 
where he remained three years, being first employed 
by the Western Union Telegraph Company and 
afterwards by the American Union Telegraph Com- 
pany in that city. At 17 years of age he went to 
Chicago, and re-engaged with the Western Union 
Telegraph Company; remaining with that company 
only six months, he resigned to accept a position 
with the Mutual Union Telegraph Company, with 
whom he remained until 1883. At that period the 
Postal Telegraph Company sprang into existence, 
and he enlisted his services with them at the be- 
ginning, He has worked at the Board of Trade 
office many years. He is a brilliant operator, and 
he has, step by step, helped to build the exchange 
office to its present ample proportions. His 
amiable disposition, added to his superior business 
qualifications, makes him deservedly popular, both 
in the estimation of his employers and those with 
whom he is brought in contact. | 


EDWARD LELOUP, 


Manager of the Postal Telegraph Company, New 
Orleans, La., is a native of that city, and began his 
telegraphic career as messenger in Mobile, Ala., for 
the Washington and New Orleans Telegraph Com- 
pany, in the summer of 1858. A few months later 
he was sent as operator to the repeating station of 
that company, at Gainesville, Miss., about midway 
between New Orleans and Mobile. In the fall of 
1859, he left the telegraph service and became 
agent of the New York Associated Press at 
New Orleans, La., which position he held until the 
spring of 1862, when telegraphic communication 
with the Crescent city was entirely cut off. He 
was next employed іп the Confederate telegraph 


service at Mobile, Ala., and there remained, mak- 
ing an occasional professional visit to neighboring 
cities, until the cessation of hostilities, in April, 
1865. He returned to New Orleans the following 
month, and after a brief service in the United 
States military telegraph corps, was reappointed 
agent of the New York Associated Press, with 
which he remained for the following six years, 
serving the first three in New Orleans, and the re- 
mainder in Louisville, Ky. From 1871 to 1881, ће 
was either superintendent or manager, at New 
Orleans, of the following telegraph companies: 
Pacific and Atlantic, Southern and Atlantic, Atlan- 
tic and Pacific, and the American Union Telegraph 
companies. Upon the obliteration of the latter 
company, Mr. Leloup became manager of the 
Western Union Telegraph Company, at Cincinnati, 
O., but being desirous of returning south after one 
year’s service, was transferred to the managership 
of the Mobile, Ala., office, but upon the геогоапі- 
zation of the Baltimore and Ohio Telegraph Com- 
pany, under D. H. Bates, in February, 1884, he 
accepted the position of superintendent, being 
located first in St. Louis, then in New Orleans, and 
afterwards in Galveston, Tex., where, after the 
purchase of that company’s system by the Western 
Union Telegraph Company, he became superin- 
tendent of telegraph for the Gulf, Colorado and 
Santa Fe Railway Company. In July, 1891, he 
was appointed to his present position of local man- 
ager of the Postal Telegraph Company, in New 
Orleans. 


THOMAS Е. ROCHFORD, 


Manager of the Postal Telegraph Cable Company: 
Brooklyn, №. Y., has the entire control of the Postal 
Telegraph Company's affairs in the city of Brook- 
lyn. Не is considered one of the cleverest hors® 
back riders in either of the great cities. 
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A few years ago, under Mr. Rochford’s careful 
arrangements, a full and complete system of mes- 
sage service was established in Brooklyn, into 
which system he introduced new features of so 
much advantage to the patrons that he received in 
consequence most flattering notices from the metro- 
politan press. 

Mr. Rochford began with the American Tele- 
graph Company in 1864, at 145 Broadway, New 
York, where he remained until 1872, and was then 
sent to Brooklyn by superintendent J. С. Hinch- 
man, where he remained for that company and the 
Western Union Telegraph Company until 1881, 
when he was appointed manager of the Mutual 
Union Telegraph Company in that city, and re- 
mained with that company until it was merged into 
the Western Union Telegraph Company in 1883, 
when he transferred his services to the Bankers 
and Merchants Telegraph Company, then, after- 
wards to the Baltimore and Ohio Telegraph Com- 
pany, and again to the Postal Telegraph-Cable 
Company. 

He is a most successful business man. The 
sagacity of his brain has been made manifest in 
many real estate deals and various money making 
transactions of great cosequence. With his clever- 
ness in business affairs, he is also exceedingly 
popular with all who know him personally, on ac- 
count of his affable and entertaining manners and 
wide knowledge of worldly affairs. 


SAMUEL E. OSTROM, 


One of the Postal Telegraph-Cable Company's 
New York city managers, was born at Rhinebeck, 
N. Y., 31 years ago. Не started as a messenger 
boy and soon secured a position ona railroad as 
operator. He was employed on the Long Island 
Railroad, also on the New York, Lake Erie and 
Western Railroad. He entered the service of the 
Postal Telegraph-Cable Company, when it first 


opened for business, and has remained in its employ 
ever since, and has charge of a number of offices 
below the Bridge. 

Mr. Ostrom is also president and general mana- 
ger of the New York and Long Island Telegraph 
Company, a company having wire facilities on Long 
Island and connecting with the Postal Telegraph- 
Cable Company. He is the promoter of the 
Citizens District Messenger Telegraph Company 
in Brooklyn, of which he is also general manager 
as well as a stockholder, and he is also interested 
in Brooklyn suburban electric light companies. 

Socially Mr. Ostrom is a great favorite wherever 
he is known. He is а prominent Mason, a Mystic- 
shriner, and a member of several other orders and 
clubs. 


S. WELLS CHURCHILL, 


Of the Commercial Cable Company, New York, 
was born at Hatfield: Mass., February 28th, 1859. 
He learned telegraphy at Shelburne Falls, Mass., 
in 1877, and his first position was with the New 
Haven and Northampton Railroad, at Northamp- 
ton, Mass., after which he went with the Western 
Union Telegraph Company, at New Haven, Conn., 
and for eight years after he was employed by a 
banker in that city. He next accepted a position 
with the Postal Telegraph Company, at 187 Broad- 
way, New York. In 1892, he resigned to go on 
the road for Wyckoff, Seamans and Benedict, doing 
exhibition work on the Remington typewriting 
machine in the telegraph offices of the Western 
Union and Postal Telegraph Companies, in the 
larger cities of New England and in the southern 
and western states. Mr. Churchill is now with the 
Commercial Cable Company, at No. 1 Broad street, 


New York city. 
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MILTON F. ADAMS. 


A well known old timer, of New York, was born 
in Richmond, Va., June 7th, 1844. Не learned 
telegraphy at Bellaire, Ohio, and was soon engaged 
as operator on the Central Ohio Railroad. He 
worked at Bridgeport and Lima, Ohio, at Pittsburgh 
and Cincinnati, for the Western Union Telegraph 
Company ; at New York for the Franklin Tele- 
graph Company ; at Boston for the same company 
and the Western Union Telegraph Company. 

Mr. Adams was instrumental in procuring a posi- 
tion for Thomas A. Edison, in the Boston office, 
under manager George Е. Milliken. 

Mr. Adams also did service with the United 
States Military Telegraph Corps during the war, 
with Charles W. Hammond. He left the telegraph 
service at San Francisco in 1870, during the tele- 
graphers’ strike of that year, and has never touched 
a key since. 

After the strike was over, Mr. Adams went to 
South America and traveled extensively in those 
parts. He then went to South Africa, where he 
became proprietor of a circus. After traveling all 
through Africa and Europe, he returned to the 
United States in 1883, since which time he has been 
in the employ of Mr. Edison, in some of his many 
enterprises. 


CHARLES F. ANNETT, 


Assistant superintendent of the Illinois Central 
Railroad Company, Chicago, Illinois, is a Canadian 
by birth. He entered the telegraph service іп 1862, 
on the Grand Trunk Railroad, at Kingston, On- 
tario, and worked at several stations between that 


point and Detroit, Mich., until December, 1866, 


when he went with the Chicago, Burlington and 
Quincy Railroad, at Alton, Ill., thence to Peoria 
and Aurora. At the latter place he was manager 
for the Western Union Telegraph Company, and 
was made circuit manager of the wires on the 
Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad, between 
Mendota and Chicago. 

In October, 1869, Mr. Annett accepted а posi- 
tion with the Union Pacific Railroad Company, at 
Cheyenne, Wyoming, and had charge of their wires 
between North Platte, Neb., and Green River, 
Wyoming. He remained in the service of that 
company until December 31st, 1882, when he re- 
signed to devote his entire time to the telephone 
and electric light interests, he having organized 
the Wyoming Telegraph and Telephone Company, 
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CHARLES F. АММЕТТ. 


and the Brush-Swan Electric Light Company, at 
Cheyenne, in January, 1882. 

In September, 1883, Mr. Annett was appointed 
general manager of the Rocky Mountain Bell 
Telephone Company, at Salt Lake City, Utah, 
which was organized by the consolidation of several 
companies, Mr. Annett established telephone 
systems in all the largest cities and mining camps 
in Montana, Idaho, Utah and Wyoming. He re- 
tired from the telephone business in 1891, when 
the American Bell Telephone Company absorbed 
the entire property. In 1892, Mr. Annett moved 
to Chicago, Ill., and entered the service of the 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company, and later 
on accepted the assistant superintendency of the 
Illinois Central Railroad Company, where he is 
now located. 
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Е. К. ADAMS, 


Superintendent of telegraph, Philadelphia and 
Reading Railroad, and superintendent of the 
Philadelphia, Reading and Pottsville Telegraph 
Company, with headquarters at Reading, Pa., is a 
Pennsylvanian by birth, and entered the service of 
the Reading Railroad Company, in 1864. With 
the exception of four years, during which time he 
had charge of the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
рапу'ѕ interests in central Missouri, he has been 
connected with the Reading Railroad ever since, 
serving successively as telegraph operator, station 
agent, train dispatcher, and telegraph manager. 

In May, 1870, he entered the service of the 
Western Union Telegraph Company, at Chicago, 
and was transferred to Racine, Wis., as manager 
of the Western Union Telegraph office at that 
point, and in same year was transferred to Des 
Moines, Iowa, as press operator ; after several 
months service at that point, he was transferred 
to Sedalia, Mo., as manager of Western Union 
Telegraph office, and their interests in central Mis- 
souri until 1874, when he resigned his position 
with the Western Union Telegraph Company, and 
returned east, accepting a position as circuit mana- 
ger of Philadelphia and Reading Railroad Com- 
рапу'ѕ telegraph system. He was appointed assis- 
tant to the superintendent of telegraph in 1878 ; 
and in 1886, was transferred to Philadelphia, as 
manager, of the Philadelphia district, and was ap- 
pointed to the position of superintendent of tele- 
graph in 1887, 

In this position he has developed exceptional 
executive ability, as well as a thorough acquaint- 
ance with the technical and scientific phases of his 


profession, The multiplication of the uses of 
electricity and the exigencies of modern railroad- 
ing, have led to the very extensive employment of 
electric signals and other appliances on the Reading 
system. The inauguration and maintenance of 
these are among the duties committed to Mr. 
Adams, and that he has successfully met all demands 
upon his knowledge and skill, is evidenced by the 
high esteem in which he is held by the officials 
with whom he comes in contact. 

The telegraph service during Mr. Adams’ ad- 
ministration, has steadily improved in efficiency, 
and its present condition is such that it would not 
suffer in comparison with any similar department in 
the country. 


A. G. ALLISON, 


Train dispatcher of the Grand Trunk Railroad 
Company, Toronto, Ont., entered the service of 
that company, as night Operator, at Napanee, Оп, 


in 1860. In the following May he was transferred 


to Don Station, filling a similar position ; then for 
two years did duty as day operator and ticket clerk 
at Cobourg, when he was again sent to Don Station, 
this time to fill the Same position as when at Co- 
bourg. In January, 1864, the general offices were 
opened at Bay Street, Toronto, and a train dis- 
patcher’s office was added to them. Here the sub- 
Јесі of our sketch was employed ; since that time he 
has remained in the dispatcher’s office, removing 
to the Union Station, when the offices were estab- 
lished there in 1874. When the offices were first 
opened two dispatchers were employed, Mr. 
Allison taking the night tour of duty. Of nine who 
were employed in the general offices at the time 


222 


э, 


they were opened, Mr. Allison is the only one re- 
maining, and is thus the oldest officer on the staff. 
He is the oldest train dispatcher in the Grand 
Trunk Railroad service, and ranks senior in the 
Toronto office. His duties have extended at dif- 
ferent times from Sarnia to Montreal; at present 
his duty extends from Toronto to Belleville. 

In fact, Mr. Allison claims he is the oldest dis- 
patcher on the continent doing that duty. When 
we say that during the thirty years Mr. Allison has 
held that position, no accident has occurred owing 
to any neglect or error of his, it amounts to giving 
him a character for faithfulness in the discharge of 
duty of which апу man may feel proud. 


JOHN ROSS TULLIS AUSTON, 


Editor of the Weekly Telegraph, Vinton, Iowa, was 
born in San Francisco, Cal., on September 19, 
1854. Emigrated by stage coach to Star City, 
Nevada, in 1866, and entered the law office of the 
district judge of Humboldt county. While thus 
engaged he learned to send Morse and receive 
telegrams оп a register, апа became an expert 
sound telegrapher in 1868. He worked atstations 
on the “Old Overland,” and at several points on 
the Central Pacific Railroad, including the dis- 
patchers’ offices at Carlin and Wadsworth, Nev. 
In 1870, he was employed in the Atlantic and 
Pacific Telegraph Company’s office at Ogden, Utah, 
and afterwards as “ press” operator in the Western 
Union, at Denver, when the force consisted of 
only three men. Like many other telegraphers, 


Мг. Auston had a desire to see the world, and after 


working in Cheyenne and Omaha, the two princi- 
pal relay offices of the far west, he went east in 


1872. Since 1872, Mr. Auston has worked in many 
of the principal commercial and railroad offices 
from the Pacific ta the Atlantic, and from the 
Great Lakes to the Gulf. In 1881, he was em- 
ployed in the Western Union at St. Paul, Minn., 
and assisted the organizing of the Commercial 
Telegraphers, occupying the office of vice-chancellor 
of the local lodge, and afterwards being enrolled 
as a charter member of Chicago Assembly of Tele- 
graphers, K. of L. At different periods he has 
engaged in journalism, either of a special or local 
nature, and while іп the city of Mexico his 
articles on Mexican life were readily disposed of 
to American newspapers. During the past four 
years he has been in the employ of the Associated 
Press, principally at Toledo, Ohio, where for two 
years he published the Zoledo Telegrapher. When 
elected to the office of grand editor and manager 
of the official organ and printing plant of the Order 
of Railroad Telegraphers, he was in the employ of 
the Associated Press at Dallas, Tex. Mr. Auston 
is one of the best posted operators in America, 
and the management of the above publication 
could not have fallen into better hands. 


JESSE H. BUNNELL, 


The electrical supply dealer of New York city, was 
born in Ohio in 1843. He entered the Massillon, 
Ohio, telegraph office as messenger in 1854, and 
there learned telegraphy. He returned to school 
in 1856, and continued his studies until 1859, in 
the meantime keeping up his operating. From 
1859 to 1861 Mr. Bunnell was operator at Colum- 
bus, Ohio, Crestline, Ohio, Wheeling, W. Va., 
Sandusky, Ohio, and Pittsburgh, Pa. From April, 
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1861, to August, 1864, he was in the United States 
military service in the field, with the Army of 
the Potomac, at the headquarters of Generals 
McClellan and Burnside, and with the Army of the 
Cumberland in the west, at the headquarters of Gen- 
erals Rosecrans, Thomasand Sherman. Aftermany 
hardships of the campaigns through which he had 
passed, he was forced very regretfully to give ир, 
being nearly disabled at Atlanta, just as General 
Sherman was starting for the sea. Coming safely 
through some terrific telegraphing experiences at 
the battles of Chickamauga and Missionary Ridge, 
and the starvation winters of 1863 and 1864, at 
Chattanooga, he entered the Georgia campaign 
as manager of General Thomas’ headquarters, 
which was practically the field telegraph headquar- 
ters for General Sherman’s entire army. In this 
service, through the stirring scenes of General 
Sherman’s campaign from Chattanooga to Atlanta, 
rebuilding destroyed lines on the railroad and 
building field lines in the many active engagements, 
there was much arduous work and exposure. Mr. 
Bunnell was one of the brilliant operators of his 
day, particularly was he a “sender ” of great speed. 
In December, 1860, on President Buchanan’s last 
message to Congress, he made a two hour record 
at an average speed of 38 words per minute, in- 
cluding as a matter of course, in such a document, 
a large proportion of very long words. This was 
an unheard of performance in those days and the 
reports of it were not credited by the English and 
other foreign papers at the time. The work was 
done over the wire between Pittsburgh and Cincin- 
nati, Mr. L. C. Weir being the receiver, who 
accomplished his task without a “ break,” апа made 
eight manifold copies. Mr. Bunnell remained 
actively engaged in telegraph service until 1871. 
In 1872, he became a partner in the firm of Par- 
trick, Bunnell and Company, of Philadelphia, 
manufacturers of telegraph and electrical supplies. 
From 1875 to 1878, he wasconnected with the firm 
of L. G. Tillotson and Company, of New York. 
From 1878 to the present time he has been in 
business for himself in the telegraph and electrical 
supply establishment bearing his name, in New 
York city. The manufacturing department of the 
business, to which Mr. Bunnell gives his especial 
attention, is entirely distinct from the commercial 
and sales department, to the care and management 
of which Mr. McLaughlin concentrates his entire 


attention. 


EDWIN CLARK BUSH, 


Superintendent in the general post office at Cincin- 
nati, O., was born іп Rochester, №. Y., August 7th, 
1826. He entered the telegraph service on the 


EDWIN CLARK BUSH. 


O'Reilly lines, under J. D. Reid, as superintendent 
at Chambersburg, Pa., June, 1847. Не was trans- 
ferred to Pittsburgh, Pa., in October, 1847, where he 
remained until the spring of 1851. Не then went 
to Cincinnati, O., with the House Printing Tele- 
graph Company, and after serving at Cincinnati, 
Columbus and Cleveland about a year, he resigned 
and returned to Pittsburgh, engaging in other 
business. In the spring of 1861, on the break- 
ing out of the war, upon the solicitations of Colonel 
Stager, he accepted a position with the Western 
Union Telegraph Company, remaining in Colum- 
bus, O., a few months, and in October following, as- 
sumed the management of the St. Louis, Mo., office, 
remaining there until November, 1866, when he 
went into other business, which has proved quite 
successful, At present he fills a position in the 
Cincinnati, O., post office, as one of its superintend- 
ents, etc. 


DAVID HOMER BATES, 


Was born in Steubenville, Ohio, July 3d, 1843, 
and received common and high school education 
in Pittsburgh, Pa. He learned to telegraph in 
1859, and was for a time under the supervision of 
David McCargo, superintendent of telegraph, and 
Andrew Carnegie, division superintendent, Penn- 
sylvania Railroad Company, Pittsburgh division ; 
afterwards he was transferred to Colonel Thomas 
A. Scott's office in Altoona, and at the age of 18, 
at the outbreak of the late civil war, was ordered by 
Colonel Scott to Washington, together with David 
Strouse, who was the first superintendent of the 
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DAVID HOMER BATES. 


United States Military Telegraph Corps, and who 
died in October, 1861. Richard O’Brien, now super- 
intendent of the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany at Scranton, and Samuel M. Brown, of Pitts- 
burgh, since deceased, accompanied Messrs. Bates 
and Strouse to Washington, where they arrived in 
April, seven days after Fort Sumter was fired upon. 
These four operators formed the nucleus of the 
United States Military Telegraph Corps, Bates and 
O'Brien remaining in that service until 1866, a year 
after the war closed. Mr. Bates served for a few 
weeks under Captain, afterwards Admiral Dahlgren, 
then in command of the Washington Navy Yard. 
He was also assigned to duty for a week at Anna- 
polis Junction, Md., during which period General 
Butler arrested the rebel sympathizer, Ross 
Winans, in Baltimore, and brought him to Anna- 
polis, via Annapolis Junction. General Butler 
caused Mr. Bates to be aroused in the middle of 
the night and instructed him to telegraph to Anna- 
polis, so as to keep the track clear for the train 
conveying the distinguished prisoner, who reached 
Annapolis without accident. On the day Colonel 
Ellsworth was shot while tearing down a rebel flag, 
which was floating over the Jackson House, in 
Alexandria, Va. (about May 25th, 1861), Mr. Bates 
was transferred to the War Department telegraph 
office, where he remained in continuous service 
until August, 1866, at which time he was appointed 
manager of the Consolidated American and West- 
ern Union Telegraph office at Washington. After 
the death of Mr. Strouse, Colonel James R. Gilmore 
acted as superintendent of United States military 
telegraphs, but about October, 1861, Thomas T. 
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Eckert, familiarly known during the war as Major 
Eckert, took charge. To Mr. Bates and his 
comrades, Messrs. Tinker, Chandler, Stewart and 
Baldwin, was assigned the duty of preparing and 
translating cipher despatches passing between the 
government at Washington and the commanders 
in the field, and incidentally they were allotted the 
task, sometimes easy, but generally most difficult, 
of translating rebel cipher dispatches captured 
from the enemy, or brought to the war department 
by Federal spies. 

In December, 1863, cipher letters mailed at New 
York, Boston, and other northern cities, addressed 
to Alexander Keith, Halifax, N. S., a confederate 
agent at that place, were received at the War De- 
partment at Washington, and translated by Mr. 
Bates and his fellow operators above named. The 
translation revealed the fact that the Confederate 
government, through secret agents in New York 
city, was having a large amount of Confederate 
bonds and notes engraved and printed in New 
York city. Charles A. Dana, assistant secretary 
of war, now editor of the New York Sun, was 
instantly ordered to report to General Dix, com- 
manding general New York city, for the purpose 
of discovering and arresting the rebel agents. 
This was done about Christmas day, and millions 
of dollars worth of Confederate money and bonds 
were captured, together with printing presses, and 
engraved plates and designs of various kinds. It 
was also learned that a plot was on foot, having for 
its object the shipment of guns and ammunition 
packed in hogsheads or crates, supposed to contain 
merchandise, and which were already on board of 
two large ocean vessels. The plan was to have a 
sufficient number of rebel agents ship as sailors or 
passengers, and when the vessels were one or two 
days out they were to be seized and used as priva- 
teers. The translation of the rebel cipher letters 
above referred to was the means of preventing this 
plot from being carried out. Secretary Stanton 
and Major Eckert complimented the cipher opera- 
tors for their skill and success which led to such 
very important results for the government, and in 
addition, authorized a considerable increase in their 
salaries. 

When Mr. Bates had barely come of age, he was 
appointed assistant manager United States Military 
Telegraph, Department of Potomac. 

In 1875, Mr. Bates followed General Eckert to 
the Atlantic and Pacific Company, where he re- 
mained until 1879. In that year the American 
Union Telegraph Company was started, and Mr. 
Bates was made president, and later vice-president, 
when General Eckert took the reins. Then the 
ball opened, and one fine morning it came out that 
there was only one telegraph company where three 


had existed the day before, and that Gould had at 
last triumphed over Vanderbilt as a telegraph 
magnate. The greatest and most brilliant of all 
the leaders of opposition forces came back to the 
Western Union Telegraph Company, and he 
brought with him his loyal assistant, D. H. Bates, 
who was given the position of assistant general 
manager and acting vice-president. 

On January ist, 1884, Mr. Bates accepted the 
presidency of the Baltimore and Ohio Telegraph 
Company, and he continued in that service until 
October, 1887. Ina little more than three and a 
half years he built up the most powerful opposition 
to the Western Union Telegraph Company that it 
had ever had. In creating this great telegraphic 
organization, Mr. Bates disproved the accuracy of 
a statement made by Mr. Gould, which would have 
made most men hesitate, and which Mr. Gould, 
no doubt, believed was true. The last named 
gentleman, in the course of an examination before 
Judges Sedgwick and Speir, March 5th, 1881, in 
connection with litigation to set aside the famous 
consolidation, was asked the price at which the 
American Union Telegraph Company's system 
could be reproduced, and he instantly replied, “ І 
don’t believe it could be reproduced.” Six years 
later Mr. Gould purchased the Baltimore and Ohio 
telegraph property, and it was so much larger than 
the American Union that comparisons are not to 
be thought of. This magnificent plant had grown 
up under the fostering care of Mr. Bates, and it 
was no fault of his that the Baltimore and Ohio 
Company had to sell. Since there is much mis- 
apprehension on this point, it is only fair to say 
that the railroad company, by its unwise extension 
to Philadelphia, created a debt that had to be 
cleared off to save the property from bankruptcy: 
The question arose: “ What can we sell?” and it 
being found that the telegraph system could be dis- 
pensed with, it was quickly sacrified. Though 
doing business at the ruinous rates insisted upon 
by Mr. Garrett, and against the adoption of which 
Mr. Bates earnestly protested, the property was 
taking care of itself. For the year 1886, the gross 
revenue of the Baltimore and Ohio Telegraph Com- 
pany, as reported by the auditor of the railroad 
company was $1,950,000, equal to 45 per cent. of its 
entire cost ($4,250,000), and the volume of tele- 
grams handled was 7,500,000, not only without 
loss, but with a small profit after paying to the 
railroad company a year’s rental ($100,000) for the 
use of the railroad company’s wires, offices, and 
operators. If Mr. Garrett had possessed the bot- 
tomless pocket of Mr. Gould, and had the latter 
been reluctant to fight as Mr. Vanderbilt was, the 
American Union episode would probably have 
been repeated on a grander scale. Mr. Garrett 


was not big enough for the emergency, and all the 
grand work of Mr. Bates and his brilliant corps of 
lieutenants came to naught, save in so far as it de- 
monstrated their ability. 

Mr. Bates has been for many years interested in 
the important subject of electric fire and police 
alarm signals, and is vice-president of the Game- 
well Fire Alarm Teiegraph Company, whose sys- 
tems are in use in six hundred or seven hundred 
cities and towns in the United States and Canada. 
After leaving the telegraph service, Mr. Bates be- 
came connected with the Bradstreet Company, the 
mercantile agency, in which organization he acts 
as general eastern manager, having charge of all 
offices of that company east of Illinois. 


W. F. BANFIEL, 


Officiating as vice-president and superintendent of 
the National Automatic Fire Alarm Company of 
Baltimore, and also joint superintendent of a simi- 
lar company in Washington, D. C., has filled many 
positions of importance and responsibility in tele- 
graph circles and various other lines. He is a 
native of Toledo, O., where he learned telegraphy 
in the dispatcher’s office of the old Toledo, Wabash 
and Western Railway. On January 1, 1875, he 
was appointed night operator at Liberty Center, О. 
His transfers to more important offices followed in 
quick succession and he was soon qualified as an 
experienced railroad and commercial operator. In 
1878, he was appointed manager of the general 
telegraph office of the “ Wabash Railway,” at 
Toledo, O., which position he filled with marked 
ability fortwo years. Having a desire to thoroughly 
qualify himself as a train despatcher, he resigned 
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this position and entered the transportation depart- 
ment in the capacity of train baggage master, where 
he remained for six months. He severed his con- 
nection with the road, and forseveral years pursued 
the various vocations as traveling salesman, corre- 
spondent and advertising agent in the western and 
southern states and parts of Old Mexico, frequently 
managing prominent summer resort hotels, in 
which line he is quite efficient; but during all the 
time he was engaged in other lines, he kept himself 
posted in electrical matters. In 1887, he accepted 
the managership of the commercial office of the 
Baltimore and Ohio Telegraph Company, at Par- 
kersburg, W. Va., and was shortly afterwards trans- 
ferred to the managership of the general telegraph 
office of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Com- 
pany, in Baltimore, Ма. In 1889, the organizers 
of the National Automatic Fire Alarm Company, 
in that city, desiring some one thoroughly versed in 
electrical matters, and also experienced in soliciting 
business and the general routine necessary for the 
successful operation of the company, the position 
of superintendent was offered to and accepted by 
Mr. Banfiel. At the following annual meeting he 
was elected vice-president of the company, and in 
1891 was appointed joint superintendent of the 
National Automatic Fire Alarm Company, of 
Washington, D. С. He is regarded as an able, in- 
dustrious representative of the interests which he 
serves, 


RALPH D. BLUMENFELD, 


Of New York, was born at Watertown, Wis., in 


April, 1864. He is the son of a well known west- 
ern editor, from whom apparently he has inherited 


his journalistic tendencies. He learned telegraphy 
at his native town, and he accepted a position with 
the Western Union Telegraph Company. at Kansas 
City, Mo., in 1879. The following year he trans- 
ferred to the Milwaukee, Wis., office of the same 
company, where he was engaged on Associated 
Press work. He joined the Mutual Union Tele- 
graph Company’s force, at Chicago, in 1882, and in 
conjunction with Charles Colby, conducted the 
Pick Axe, a humorous telegraph paper. 

Mr. Blumenfeld next entered the service of the 
Postal Telegraph Company, and in fact, he was the 
first “ Morse” operator, engaged by that company 
in Chicago. Here he brought into life the famous 
“Tooth Pick Club,” whose imaginary meetings 
were so minutely detailed by him in the Telegraph 
Age. 
He severed his connection with the Postal Tele- 
graph Company in 1885, and became editor of a 
weekly paper, called Music and Drama. 

Mr. Blumenfeld’s next telegraphic experience was 
with the United Press, Chicago, where his abilities 
were recognized by his transfer from the Chicago 
to the New York bureau of that corporation. He 
was shortly afterwards sent abroad, as assistant 
correspondent for United Press. On his return to 
America, he did general literary work on a number 
of metropolitan journals, and finally in 1887, joined 
Mr. James Gordon Bennett’s forces on the Evening 
Telegram. Here he passed through the various 
stages, until he reached the editorship of the paper. 
He had filled the latter position only a few months, 
when he was called to Europe to conduct the 
European edition of the Mew York Herald. His 
next appointment was London correspondent of 
the same paper, which position he occupied until 
the spring of 1893. While in London, he inter- 
viewed and enjoyed the acquaintance and friendship 
of most of the statesmen, scientists and artists of 
Europe. | 

On his return to New York їп 1893, һе was ар- 
pointed superintendent of the Mew York Herald, 
which position he now occupies. His duties are 
manifold, embracing the supervision of the various 
departments, business, circulation, mechanical, etc. 

Mr. Blumenfeld was married in London in 1892, 
and is the father of a boy. Не is a member of the 
Authors Club of London, and the Lotos Club of 


New York. 


К. С. BROWN, 


Electrical engineer, of New York, was born in 
Rugby, England, in 1855. From 1871 to 1873, 
he was a telegraph operator for the Automatic 
Telegraph Company, in New York and Washing- 
ton, under the late George H. Grace, general su- 
perintendent. In 1873 and 1874, he was located 
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at the Park Hotel, New York, for the Franklin 
Telegraph Company. From 1874 to 1877, he 
acted as inspector for the Gold and Stock Tele- 
graph Company, on the New York Stock quotation 
instruments, From 1877 to 1879, he was chief 
operator on the Merchants Exchange for the Gold 
and Stock Telegraph Company, the first telephone 
central office in New York. The central system in 
use was invented by Mr. Brown. He discovered 
that a line could be grounded at the central office 
without disturbing the subscribers in communica- 
tion. 

Mr. Brown is also the inventor and patentee of 
the telephone, konwn as the “Switchman’s Tele- 
phone,” used principally in central offices, and which 


К. С. BROWN. 


consists of a receiver and transmitter, all in one 
portable piece. 

From 1879 to 1884, he was chief electrical en- 
gineer of the French Telephone Company (Société 
Générale des Téléphones, Paris, France). This 
system was put into every large city in France: 
Bordeaux, Lyons, Lille, Nancy, Marseilles, ete. 
In twocitiesin Africa, Algiers and Bone, Mr. Brown 
also opened central offices. This company was 
the first to use the metallic circuits for all sub- 
scribers, which system is still in use. 

From 1884 to 1888, he was associated with Mr. 
P. B. Delany, in the development of the Synchron- 
ous Multiplex Telegraph system. From 1888 to 
1890, he was chief electrician of the Eastern Tele- 
graph Company, New York and Boston; also con- 
sulting electrician of the Standard Multiplex Tele- 
graph Company. 


At present Mr. Brown is engaged in electrical 
experiments in his own laboratory in Brooklyn. 

He is the inventor of а system to regulate, by 
electricity, the speed of steamship engines ; also of 
the Brown duplex ріп and insulator. Не is a mem- 
ber of almost all the American and French scientific 
societies, as well as an ‘‘officier d'Académie "—with 
decoration and title conferred in 1882, by the 
French government, for services rendered in the 
field of electricity. 


RUFUS BROWN BULLOCK, 


Of Atlanta, Ga., was born at Bethlehem, Albany 
county, New York, March 28, 1834; graduated at 
Albion, New York, Academy, 1850, and now mem- 
ber of its Alumni association. Electrician, орег- 
ator and manager, inaugurating printing telegraph 
system at Buffalo, Rochester, Utica, Albany, N. Y., 
New York city, Springfield, Mass., Philadelphia. 
Pa. Inventor of the combination printing tele- 
graph instrument. Appointed assistant superin- 
tendent Adams Express Company, to extend that 
service south, with headquarters at Augusta, 
Georgia, 1857. Married 1860. Two sons апа a 
daughter, born in Augusta, Georgia. Trustee, 
secretary and superintendent of Southern Express 
Company, organized at Augusta, Georgia, 1 860. 
Member Oglethorpe Infantry, and participated in 
capture of United States Arsenal, under orders 
governor Brown, 1861. Paroled at Appomattox 
Court House, Virginia, with Lee’s army, A pril, 
1865. Rank of colonel; an acting assistant quar- 
termaster general of Confederate States army, 1N 
charge of railway transportation. Vestryman St, 
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Paul’s Church, president Southern Porcelain works, 
director National Bank of Augusta, member of 
City Council, president Macon and Augusta Rail- 
road, delegate from Richmond county to Constitu- 
tional Convention, held at Atlanta, 1867-8. Gover- 
nor of the state, 1868-71, and ex-officio president 
Western and Atlantic (state) Railroad. Leased 
this state property in 1870 at twenty-five thousand 
dollars per month for term of twenty years, whereby 
the state has received six million dollars in cash 
and still owns the railroad, unencumbered and more 
valuable than before. Opposed legislative expul- 
sion of its colored members. Maintained legal 
right of colored voter to hold office. Was sustained 
by Congress, restoring expelled colored members to 
state legislature, and by the adoption of the XVth 
Amendment to the United States Constitution. 
President and treasurer Atlanta Cotton Mills, 
1881-91, vestryman, junior and senior warden St. 
Phillips Church, vice-president Capital City Club. 
Retired from active business 1891. President 
Chamber of Commere two terms, and now vice- 
Government director Union Pacific 


president 
President Commercial Club, 


Railway four years. 
1893. 


ELLIS BENJAMIN BAKER, 


Was born in Winsted, Connecticut, on September 
24th, 1854. Like most boys who have achieved 
success in business, he left home at an early age. 
His first employment was in the job room of a 
country newspaper, where he spent several years and 
acquired a thorough knowledge of the trade. At 
the age of fifteen years he entered the employ of a 


firm engaged in general business at West Winsted, 
with whom he served three years as clerk. At the 
expiration of this term he entered the employ of 
Edward Miller and Company, of Meriden, Con- 
necticut, holding the position of paymaster, and 
also acting as telegraph operator, the firm being 
connected with its New York office by means of 
the Atlantic and Pacific Telegraph Company's 
wires, 

In the early part of 1878, Mr. Baker introduced 
the first set of Bell telephones into Meriden. He 
early saw the possibilities of the telephone, and on 
January 31st of that year, he opened the Meriden 
District Telephone Exchange, which is said to 
have been the second in the world. Three days 
before Mr. Baker opened hisexchange, New Haven, 
Connecticut, saw the first telephone exchange in 
operation. The original switchboard used in the 
Meriden exchange is still in existence, and in Mr. 
Baker’s possession. 

In 1880, the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany purchased the Meriden exchange, and Mr. 
Baker entered its employ, being engaged for the 
succeeding two years in building its exchanges at 
Springfield and Holyoke, Mass. 

Upon the consolidation of the Western Union, 
or Gold and Stock, and the Bell interests, he was 
offered the position of general superintendent of 
the Connecticut Telephone Company, which posi- 
tion he has held for the past thirteen years, during 
which time the corporation became the Southern 
New England Telephone Company, with the state 
of Connecticut as its territory. 

Мг. Baker is also superintendent of the Con- 
necticut Telegraph Company, a stock company 
operating about eight hundred miles of telegraph 
lines in the state, principally through the Connec- 
ticut valley. 


NORBORNE M. BOOTH, 


Of Evansville, Ind., was born in Louisville, Ky., 
September 7th, 1822. He learned telegraphy in 
the New Orleans and Ohio Telegraph office, at 
Louisville, in 1849, and took charge of the New 
Orleans and Ohio Telegraph office, at Bardstown, 
Ky., April, 1850. Не was continued in charge 
after Dr. Green and his associates leased the lines 
running through the town. On May 156, 1855, he 
married Miss Mary E. Porter, of Bardstown. Mr. 
Booth connected Shippingport and Portland with 
the Southwestern Telegraph office, in the fall of 
1856, and in 1866 he organized the Ohio River 
Telegraph Company, and connected the towns on 
the river from Louisville to Shawneetown, Illinois. 
He crossed the river with cable four times. In 
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NORBORNE M. BOOTH. 


1871, the Western Union Telegraph Company ex- 
tended its lines to Evansville from Nashville, and 
Mr. Booth was appointed manager. He retired 
from the telegraph business in 1884. Since then 
he has been engaged in the electrical business. 


GEORGE L, BEETLE, 


Of Chicago, Ill., was born at Edgartown, Mass., 
July 7, 1832. At the age of fourteen, he moved 
with his parents to Milwaukee, Wis. In the spring 
of 1847, entered the service of the Erie and Michi- 


gan Telegraph Company (Speed and Cornell line) 
as messenger boy. In about one year he was 
promoted to the position of operator. Soon after 
he was employed by the Wisconsin Telegraph 
Company, and opened the offices at Waukesha, 
Whitewater, Fort Atkinson, and Jefferson, Wiscon- 
sin. He returned to Milwaukee in 1848, and after 
a short stay in that city, went to work for Colonel 
Hotchkiss, and opened the telegraph offices at 
Beloit, Wis., and Rockton, Belvidere and Wood- 
stock, Illinois. In the winter of 1849, he returned 
to Milwaukee, and again entered the service of the 
Wisconsin Telegraph Company, and after remain- 
ing several years with this corporation, he accepted 
a position with the Western Union Telegraph 
Company, they having bought the controlling 
interest in the Erie and Michigan Telegraph Com. 
pany. In 1855, he was appointed manager of the 
Milwaukee office. He resigned in 1857, and re- 
moved to Janesville, Wis., having accepted a posi- 
tion with the Wisconsin, and the Illinois and 
Mississippi Telegraph Company. He remained 
with these companies until 1861, when he was ap- 
pointed joint ticket agent at Janesville, for the 
Chicago and Northwestern, and the Chicago, 
Milwaukee and St. Paul railroads, retaining his 
place as manager of the telegraph office, so far as 
related to the interests of these railroads. Although 
indirectly connected with the telegraph service 
until the winter of 1871, he was not actively en- 
gaged in the business after 1862-1863. In Febru- 
ary, 1871, Mr. Beetle resigned his position at 
Janesville and removed to Chicago. In 1874, he 
accepted a position with the Western Electric 
Company. Excepting during an absence of three 
and one-half years in Europe, and a brief business 
experience in New York, Mr. Beetle has been in 
the employ of the Western Electric Company up 
to the present time. 


MARTIN W. BARR, 


The well known old time telegrapher, of Washing- 
ton, D. C., first entered the telegraph service at 
Wheeling, W. Va., in 1847. In the same year he 
opened the first telegraph office at Columbus, Ohio. 
He then proceeded to Madison, Ind., where he had 
charge of the office at that point until March, 1848, 
when he assumed charge of the Louisville, Ky» 
end of the Louisville and St. Louis telegraph lines. 
Mr. Barr held the management at Louisville until 
1855, when he resigned to devote himself to news- 
paper work, which he has continued ever since. 


JOHN J. BURNS, 


Superintendent first division, Denver and R10 
Grande Railroad, Pueblo, Colo., first entered the 
telegraph service for the Pennsylvania Railroad, 11 
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MARTIN W. BARR. 


JOHN J. BURNS. 


1866, as messenger at the outer depot, Pittsburgh, 
Pa., and was located at Conemaugh and Altoona 
on the same road, until July, 1867. He then ac- 
cepted a position with the Kansas and Pacific 
Railroad Company, and was operator at various 
places on this line. He was consecutively em- 
ployed on this road to November, 1888, as clerk to 
superintendent, chief train dispatcher, and assistant 
Superintendent of telegraph. He then located at 


Kansas City as assistant to Mr. J. J. Dickey, then 
superintendent of the American Union Telegraph 
Company, general storekeeper, supply agent, and 
purchasing agent of the Union Pacific Railroad. 
From November, 1888, to January, 1892, he 
was superintendent of transportation and superin- 
tendent of telegraph of the Denver and Rio 
Grande Railroad. On January ist, 1892, Mr. 
Burns was appointed superintendent of the first 
division on that road, which he still retains. 


SAMUEL K. BULLARD, 


Superintendent of telegraph of the Missouri, 
Kansas and Texas Railway Company, Sedalia, 
Mo, was born in Philadelphia, Pa., March 23, 
1853. He received his education at Niles, Mich, 
and entered the telegraph service on September 1, 
1869, since which time he has been consecutively 
messenger for the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany at Indianapolis; operator for the Otter Creek 
Coal Company, Brazil, Ind. ; operator at Lafayette, 
Ind., Indianapolis, Ind., and for the St. Louis and 
San Francisco Railroad, and the Missouri Pacific 
Railroad ; traveling auditor and superintendent of 
telegraph of the St. Louis and San Francisco 
Railroad Company ; terminal agent for the Galves- 
ton, Houston and San Antonio Railroad Company ; 
traveling auditor and agent, Missouri, Kansas and 
Texas Railroad Company; chief clerk of the tele- 
graph department of the Missouri Pacific and the 
Missouri, Kansas and Texas railroads, and on 
November 1, 1888, he was appointed to his present 
position. 
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ABEL HARRISON BLISS, 


Of Chicago, Hl., was born at Troy, №. Y., March 
31, 1840. His father dying when he was twelve 
years old, young Bliss went to live with his aunt, 
now residing at Sherley Village, Mass. From there 
he went to Fitchburg, to work on a farm at $12.00 
amonth. Going west he learned telegraphy in 
1856—1859, in the city of Chicago, under the tutor- 
age of E. D. L. Sweet. After two weeks lessons, 
he took as his first office, Lane, now Rochelle, IHl., 
on the Illinois and Mississippi telegraph lines, 
where he remained until about the time of break- 
ing out of the rebellion, accepting an office for a 
few months at Turner Junction; he then found an 
opening in the military telegraph at Washington. 
Mr. Bliss is frequently mentioned in Mr. Plum’s 
“ History of the Military Telegraph.” Mr. Bliss at 
one time reported to the general commanding, 
dereliction in pickets, which was not remedied, but 
resulted in Mosby’s daring raid, a few days later. 
Mr. Bliss for his efforts, received the following 


letter: 


War DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON, 


A. Н. Buss, Esa., 
Dear Sir: The Secretary of War directs me 
to thank you for your efforts, and in future author- 
izes you to report direct to him. 


Tuomas Т. Ескект, Major and A. Р. С. 


He left the military telegraph on account of 
sickness, afterwards taking a position in Chicago 
with the Illinois and Mississippi Telegraph, and 
was promoted to chief operator. He remained 


until they consolidated with the Western Union: 
he remained with the latter until the Atlantic and 
Pacific and Mississippi Valley line opened their 
office, when he was appointed manager. After a 
few months, he became general superintendent of 
the Great Western Telegraph Company, later a 
director of the same. While there he organized a 
company of which he became president, having 
filled all the positions of trust іп а telegraph com- 
pany. He was removed by the court to give place 
to the receiver appointed by the same. 

During the past twenty years he has been a 
member of the Board of Trade of the city of 
Chicago. 


A, H. BAUER, 


Electrician of the Pullman Palace Car Company, 


was born in Baltimore, Md., August о, 1846. He 
entered the service of the Baltimore and Ohio 
Railroad Company, at Camden station, as messen- 
ger, during the winter of 1859, and learned the 
telegraph business and was assigned to the office 
at Annapolis Junction, February 15, 1861, using 
a Morse register. He continued in the railroad 
service in several offices through western Virginia, 
frequently acting as government operator during 
the campaign in that section of the country, until 
1864, when he accepted a position with the United 
States Telegraph Company, at Philadelphia, where 
with many other operators he was arrested and 
confined in the old capitol prison, at Washington, 
D. C., for being concerned іп the transmission 0 
a bogus proclamation calling for 300,000 troops by 
President Lincoln. After his release he joined the 
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Western Union Telegraph force at Baltimore, fill- 
ing various positions from operator to manager of 
the Gold and Stock Telegraph ticker service and 
Edison Telephone Company. Не afterwards was 
appointed manager of the Mutual Union Telegraph 
Company, at the collapse of which he permanently 
left the telegraph business. In 1882, he entered the 
employ of the Electric Storage Company of Balti- 
more, with which he remained two years, afterwards 
resigning to accept a position on the electrical 
staff of the Electrical Accumulator Company, of 
New York. After one year’s service, he accepted 
the position of chief electrician of the Pullman 
Palace Car Company, having charge of the electri- 
cal department with its various interests in all 
partsof the country. Mr. Bauer is a type of the 
self-made man, having risen from the position of a 
mere messenger in the telegraph service, to that of 
one of the most responsible in the electrical 


business. 


SAMUEL J. BURRELL, 


Was born at Albion, Orleans county, №. Ү., July, 
1833, and first engaged in telegraphy as assistant 
to Joseph Penney, Jr., the manager of the Albany, 
New York office, of the New York and Buffalo 
Printing Telegraph Company (using the House 
printing system), in the years of 1851 and 1852. 
Afterward he became assistant to Henry C. Skinner 
in the Buffalo office of the same company, and later 
was with George B. Prescott, the manager of the 
Hartford, Conn., office of the New York and Bos- 
ton Printing Telegraph Company, also using the 
House printing system. In 1854, he came to the 
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New York office of the latter company, as assistant 
to James M. Ashley, and upon the latter’s resigna- 
tion in that year, he became manager in his place, 
remaining for about five years. Thereafter Mr. 
Burrell was engaged in other business until 1869, 
when he returned to electrical pursuits, and after 
constructing а telegraph line for the Dutchess and 
Columbia Railroad Company, began the building 
of private telegraph lines, and the manufacture of 
printing telegraph instruments for such lines. In 
1878, the telephone coming into general use, proved 
so simple and economical as to supersede almost 
entirely private telegraph apparatus. He at once 
commenced to apply the telephone to private wires, 
and has since continued such work in connection 
with other electrical devices. 
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ROBERT CUNNINGHAM, 


Manager and proprietor of the Financial News 
Bureau, 30 Broad street, New York, was born at 
Elmira, №. Y., in 1838. His first position was оп 
the Erie Railroad at that point. Hecameto New 
York in the fifties to accept a position with the 
Magnetic Telegraph Company. During the war 
he was with General Eckert atthe War Department 
headquarters, Washington, D. С. Не was ap- 
pointed chief operator of the insulated lines, in 
1860,and afterwards he was appointed chief operator 
of the Franklin Telegraph Company, at 11 Broad 
street, New York. For many years he has been 
interested in the above mentioned news bureau. 


GEORGE W. BALCH, 


An old time telegrapher, of Detroit, Mich., was 
born іп 1832, in New York state. Не has resided 
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GEORGE W. BALCH. 


in Detroit, Mich., since 1852. Не acquired a prac- 
tical knowledge of telegraphy in 1848. In 1850, 
he went to Chattanooga, Tenn., and engaged in 
mercantile pursuits. The completion of the West- 
ern and Atlantic Railroad to that point in that year 
brought with it the telegraph. The wire for a long 
time remained unused owing to the difficulty of 
procuring an operator. Mr. Balch finally consented 
to accept the position in connection with his other 
business. Returning to Michigan in 1852, he be- 
came connected with the O’Reilly Telegraph office, 
at Detroit, having declined the superintendency of 
the Augusta, Chattanooga and Nashville Telegraph 
Company. He became manager of the O'Reilly 
office, opened in Chicago in 1853, and later ap- 
pointed acting superintendent of the Southern 
Michigan Telegraph Company. He again returned 
to Detroit in 1854, where he was manager, when 
the consolidation of the Speed and O'Reilly lines 
occurred, and was thus grafted into the Western 
Union Telegraph Company, and became the repre- 
sentative of that systemat Detroit. Не also acted 
as agent of the New York Associated Press, In 
1858, he became superintendent of telegraph of 
the Detroit and Milwaukee Railway, retaining his 
other positions. Later he was appointed superin- 
tendent of the Michigan division, under Anson 
Stager. In 1865, Mr. Balch was promoted to the 
assistant general superintendency of the Western 
Union Telegraph Company, with headquarters at 
Rochester, N. Y. He had especial charge of the 
lines between New York and Chicago, and under his 
direction, the lines onold routes were reconstructed. 
In 1866, after the consolidation of the American and 


the absorption of the United States Telegraph lines, 
Mr. Balch was transferred to New York city, with 
the executive department of the company, conti- 
nuing to act as assistant to General Stager, and for 
some monthsassistant tothe president, J. H. Wade, 
of the Western Union Telegraph Company. In 
1867 his headquarters were removed to Buffalo, 
N. Y. He was then offered the superintendency at 
Chicago, but declined it, and soon afterwards re- 
signed his position with the company, entering 
commercial pursuits at Detroit, Mich. Subse- 
quently under an agreement with the Western 
Union Telegraph Company, he undertook the con- 
struction of various new telegraph lines, chiefly in 
Michigan and Indiana. Some two thousand miles 
of new lines were constructed by the Michigan Теје. 
graph Company, of which Mr. Balch was president, 
and which was finally absorbed by the Western 
Union Company. Mr. Balch with others, intro- 
duced the district telegraph system into Detroit, 
and was a pioneer in the introduction of the tele- 
phone. In fact to Mr. Balch belongs the distinc- 
tion of having made the first written contract for 
territory, granted by Mr. Gardner Hubbard, as 
trustee for Professor Bell. Mr. Balch was for 
many years president of the Telegraph and Tele- 
phone Construction Company, and also president 
of the Michigan Bell Telephone Company. 


EDWARD CURRY, 


Treasurer of the Staten Island Rapid Transit 
Railway, New York, was born near Peterboro, 
Ont., in 1843. When a mere lad, he was employed 
temporarily at Cobourg, in a telegraph office, and 
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in a few months took charge of the Peterboro office 
as operator and manager. This was in 1856, and 
the small boy on taking charge discarded the paper 
tape, turned his Morse register into a sounder, and 
became one of the few early sound operators in the 
Province. The International Telegraph Company, 
for whom he worked, passed into the hands of the 
Montreal Telegraph Company, іп 1858. After 
substituting along the Grand Trunk Railroad at 
various points, he entered the service of the Mont- 
real Telegraph Company, at Cobourg, in 1860, 
as assistant operator, and wassoon appointed man- 
ager. While here, in 1865, his former superintend- 
ent, O. S. Wood, who had made large investments 
in western telegraph property, selected him as a 
man upon whom the wilds of wild frontier life 
would have little effect, and persuaded him to ac- 
cept charge of St. Paul, Minn., office, a prominent 
construction centre, where much responsibility was 
thrown financially and otherwise. About 1871, 
Mr. Curry was called to Kenosha, Wis., to assist 
the aged secretary of that company. Here his 
rapidity and head for figures, led to his appoint- 
ment as assistant secretary and accountant, which 
he held until 1881 or 1882, when the company was 
bought by the Western Union Telegraph Company. 
He then went back to St. Paul, Minn., and became 
a knight of the key, and later, his former business 
associates, who in the control of the Staten Island 
ferries and railway, brought him to New York, and 
elected him treasurer of their new Staten Island 
Rapid Transit Railroad Company, an office he 
still holds. In 1885, he was also elected secretary 
and treasurer of the Staten Island Rapid Transit 
Railway. Mr. Curry isa member of the Society 
of Railway Accountants, one of the managers of 
the Staten Island Singing Society, and an amateur 
artist of some skill. 


FRANK L. CATLIN, 


Of New York, was born in the city of New York, 
in 1869, his father being the well known Fred. A. 
Catlin, formerly eastern wire chief operator of the 
Western Union Telegraph Company, New York. 
Young Catlin learned the business while acting as 
messenger in the New York main office. His first 
position as operator was with the Gold and Stock 
Telegraph Company, at the Consolidated Exchange. 
In 1887, he went with Henry Clews, the banker, 
where he has remained ever since. Mr. Catlin is 
an exceptionally fine operator, particularly as a 
“sender.” In the tournament of 1890, he received 
the first prize in the second class for sending, and 
in the tournament of 1893, he secured the second 
prize in the first class. He was a tie with the 
winner of the first prize. 
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FRANK L. CATLIN. 


ALONZO B. CORNELL. 


The Western Union Telegraph Company is ad- 
ministered by a board of thirty directors, annually 
elected by its shareholders. The senior director is 
the Hon. Alonzo B. Cornell, formerly governor of 
the state of New York, and now serving his twenty- 
sixth consecutive year in the Western Union board. 
He was several years vice-president, and in 187s, 
was acting president of the company. Governor 
Cornell was born at Ithaca, N. Y., January 22, 
1832, and educated at the Ithaca Academy. 
His father, Hon, Ezra Cornell, the distinguished 


philanthropist and founder of Cornell University, 
was the superintendent of construction of Professor 
Morse’s first line of telegraph between Washington 
and Baltimore, for which Congress in 1843, appro- 
priated $30,000, to demonstrate the practical 
utility of the invention. Mr. Cornell continued for 
many years one of the most extensive and success- 
ful promoters and builders of telegraph lines in 
America. He was one of the original founders of 
the Western Union Telegraph Company, and for 
twenty years was the largest individual shareholder 
of that company. Young Cornell became a tele- 
graph operator in 1846, and has been identified 
with the telegraph service as operator, manager, 
superintendent, director, vice-president, and acting 
president, forty-seven years. He is therefore the 
senior in service in the telegraph profession of 
America, and probably of the whole world. At the 
age of sixty-one he is still in vigorous health and 
actively engaged in the direction of important 


business affairs. 

From the first organization of the Republican 
party, governor Cornell has been prominently 
identified with, and influential in its counsels. For 
many years he was chairman of the New York 
Republican State Committee and a member of the 
Republican National Committee. Не was speaker 
of the New York state assembly, New York state 
capitol commissioner, United States surveyor of 
customs for the port of New York, and also Naval 
officer of customs. Іп 1870, he was appointed 
by President Grant, assistant treasurer of the 
United States, at New York, but declined to accept 
the appointment. He was many years chairman of 
the executive committee of the Grant Monument 
Association, and is entitled to high credit for valu- 
able services in behalf of that grand work. He 15 
also a life trustee of the Cornell University, and 
president of the Cornell Library Association, at 
Ithaca, where he resides. 


THOMAS F. CLOHESEY, 


Superintendent of the Commercial Telegraph Com- 
pany, Cincinnati, Ohio, was born at Spring Valley, 
Ohio, February 2d, 1855. He learned telegraphy 
at Ottawa, Ohio, on the Cincinnati, Hamilton and 
Dayton Railroad, in 1868, and he worked at all 
the offices on the road between Toledo and Day- 
ton. He worked as extra operator on the Lake 
Shore Railroad, and despatcher - operator until 
1874, then went with the Western Union Tele- 
graph Company as operator at Toledo, where he 
remained until 1880, when he went to Kansas City, 
as chief operator for the American Union. In 1881, 
when the American Union and Western Union 


consolidated he was appointed chief operator of 
the Denver Western Union office, and he remained 
there until November, 1882, when he returned to 
Kansas City as chief operator of the Mutual Union 
Telegraph Company. When the Western Union 
and the Mutual Union consolidated, he was ap- 
pointed superintendent of the Home Telegraph 
and Signal Company. Later on, in 1883, when the 
Pacific Mutual Telegraph was organized, he was 
appointed manager of that company and remained 
with it until the spring of 1884, when he was 
appointed special agent of the Baltimore and Ohio 
Telegraph Company. In the fall of 1884, he was 
made chief operator of the office at St. Louis, and 
he remained there until July, 1886, when he went 
to Kansas City as manager of the Pacific Mutual 
Telegraph Company again. When the Postal 


THOMAS F. CLOHESEY. 


Telegraph Company came into possession of the 
Pacific Mutual in 1887,he was retained as manager 
and continued in that position until November, 
1889, when he was elected as general manager of 
the Interstate Electric Light Company, at Kansas 
City. In the spring of 1890, he went into the elec- 
trical engineering business, and continued in it for 
three years. He left Kansas City in the spring of 
1893, and went to Cincinnati, as superintendent of 
the Commercial Telegraph Company, which posi- 
tion he still holds. In 1888, he was elected to the 
Missouri Legislature as a republican from a strong 
democratic district. He was nominated for city 
treasurer of Kansas City, but was defeated by 
banks which control that office. In Kansas City: 
Mr. Clohesey was president of the Ohio Society, 
and a member of the Republican State Executive 
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Committee. Since his arrival in Cincinnati he has 
taken an active interest in military matters, having 
assisted іп the organization of the Cavalry Troopers. 
He is sergeant-major of the Troopers and treasurer 
of the Cavalry Club. He was also a member 
of the Toledo Electrical, and prominent debating 
societies. Besides his connection with the Com- 
mercial Telegraph Company, he is also general 
manager of the Ohio Valley Electrical Engineering 
Company of Cincinnati. 


CAM CULBERTSON, 


Of Knoxville, Iowa, was born May 28th, 1845. 
While attending school, preparing for college, he 
learned telegraphy at leisure hours, in the winter 
of 1860, under Oscar B. Vincent, operator at 
Vincent, Ohio, on the Marietta and Cincinnati 
Railroad. In 1861, he went to work for that com- 
pany, and was promoted to the train master’s 
office under Colonel Wm. Nash, at Chillicothe, in 
1862. In the fall of that year, he was transferred 
to Athens, and he remained there until he entered 
the military telegraph service in the spring of 
1863. In May, 1863, he reported for duty at Cairo, 
to W. С. Fuller, then superintendent of the mili- 
tary telegraph department of Tennessee, whose 
headquarters were at Memphis. He was assigned 
to Cairo. For a time he was acting manager of 
that office. He sent north the first dispatch which 
announced thesurrender of Pemberton and the fall 
ot Vicksburg. Мг. Т. A. Edison came into the 
office about this time looking for a job. Being 
short of help, Mr. Culbertson set him to work. 
This was Edison’s entry into the military telegraph 
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service. From Cairo, Mr. Culbertson went to 
Columbus, Ky., thence to Memphis and to Corinth, 
where he remained during the fall and winter of 
1863. After the evacuation of Corinth, he was 
ordered to Vicksburg, and from there sent to Big 
Black River Bridge, where he was when General 
Sherman returned from his Meridian expedition. 
He was ordered back to Memphis, and from there 
was transferred to the Department of the Cum- 
berland, and sent around to Nashville to report to 
Colonel John C. Van Duzer. While under Colonel 
Van Duzer, he was stationed at various points in 
Tennessee and Georgia, including Knoxville, 
Powels Valley, Charleston, Chattanooga, Nashville 
and Memphis. Не took charge of Resacca, Ga., im- 
mediately after its capture by Sherman, in 1864, 
and remained there until after Hood’s attack on 
the place in the fall. Early in 1865, he was trans- 
ferred with five others to the Department of the 
Potomac and sent to City Point. He was next 
ordered to cavalry headquarters in front of Peters- 
burg. He was there with J. O. Ingle, when Lee 
made the attack on Fort Steadman. He opened 
the office at Grant’s headquarters in the field, on 
April 2d, and went into Petersburg, April 3d. He 
was sent from Petersburg to Fort Monroe, and was 
there when Jeff. Davis was brought in. Mr. 
Culbertson asked to be returned to Nashville, and 
was sent back there and was stationed at various 
points in Tennessee and Georgia. He was at 
Memphis when the military telegraph lines and 
railroads were turned over to the commercial 
authorities in the winter of 1865. Then he went 
to New Orleans, where he worked until the spring 
of 1866, when he went north, and thence in the 
fall of 1866, south again to Augusta, Ga., this being 
the last point in the south at which he was 
stationed. Mr. Culbertson is now mayor of Knox- 
ville, Iowa, and his business is that of real estate 
and insurance. 


А. С. CHATMAN, Jr., 


The subject of this sketch is a native of Philadel- 
phia, where he was born January 22nd, 1864. His 
entry into the telegraph service began as a mes- 
senger with the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany, in September, 1877. He advanced through 
the clerical department and finally developed into 
an operator, starting to work in the main office, 
then serving in all of the company’s principal 
branches, including the Stock, Commercial and 
Maritime exchanges, as he soon outgrew his 
‘“ plug-hood” days, and merited a record which 
classified him as а faultless sender, ап A No, 1 
receiver, with an ability to turn out an elegant 


A. C. CHATMAN, Jr. 


copy and retain it. Later he joined the Baltimore 
and Ohio Telegraph Company, and went to 
Chicago in 1884, remaining but a short time, and 
returned to Philadelphia to assume charge of the 
American District circuit, then running into the 
Western Union Telegraph Company’s main office. 
He soon found his way back to the Baltimore and 
Ohio Telegraph Company's service, however, with 
whom he remained until he entered the commission 
brokerage business, where he is to-day controlling 
a great number of leased wires and employing 
about twenty operators in various capacities in 
this and other cities. Мг. Chatman says he never 
expects to be entirely separated from the telegraph 
business. His many generous and spontaneous 
acts of unlooked-for kindnesses have won for him the 
love and high esteem of all who have the pleasure 
to know him. Particularly is this true of those 
fortunate enough to be in his етріоу. Mr. 
Chatman’s manners are quiet, but very cordial, and 
a peep into his cheerful home, discloses a scene of 
happy contentment throughout. 


JOHN D. CRUISE, 


Of Kansas City, Mo., was born at Albany, N. Y., 
in 1844. His mother died at St. Louis in 1853, 
leaving the family, two boys, comparatively home- 
less. His father, John Cruise, being a civil engi- 
neer by profession and at this time being engaged 
in locating a new railroad line, was necessarily 
absent from home the greater part of his time. 
The subject of this sketch obtained employment as 
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clerk in a grocery store at Pacific. Мо. From this 
place he drifted to Rolla, Mo., where he was upon 
the breaking out of the civil war. In the winter of 
1862, he left the grocery business and learned the 
art of telegraphy from Geo. C. Carruthers, who 
was at that time ticket agent at North Market 
street, St. Louis, Mo., for the North Missouri 
Railroad. Не took charge of his first permanent 
office at Wyandotte, Kansas, October 22nd, 1863, 
under George T. Williams, as superintendent of 
the Missouri and Western Telegraph Company, 
and Colonel R. C. Clowry, superintendent United 


JOHN D. CRUISE. 


States military telegraph, and Dwight Byington, 
at Leavenworth, Kansas, assistant superintendent 
military telegraph. He was the principal operator 
General S. R. Curtis had, during the battle of 
Westport, Mo., one of the battles that occurred 
during the Price raid in Missouri. Mr. Cruise left 
the telegraph service in 1875, and has held several 
responsible positions upon railroads, and has been 
honored frequently by city and state. He is at 
present the traffic manager for the Kansas City 
Live Stock Exchange, at Kansas City, Mo. 


SAMUEL S. BOGART, 


Was born at Plainfield, N. J., April 6th, 1847. He 
learned telegraphy at Delaware, N. J., in winter and 
spring of 1863, and worked at different points ОП 
that road, the Delaware, Lackawanna and Western 
Railroad, until the fail, when he accepted a place 
on the Delaware division of the Erie Railroad, at 
Hankins. Не was there but a short time, when 


SAMUEL S. BOGART. 


he was appointed relief operator. In the following 
spring he went to Washington on a call for volun- 
teer telegraphers from the railroads, and returned 
to the New York and Erie in the winter of 1869. 
He left to construct lines for the United States 
‘Telegraph Company. He opened offices at Stan- 
hope, Dover, Paterson and Bloomfield. From 
Stanhope he went to Trenton, as manager of the 
United States Telegraph Company, and remained 
there until the consolidation of that company with 
the Western Union Telegraph Company, then he 
went with the Lehigh Valley Railroad, at Mauch 
Chunk general offices, subsequently he was ap- 
pointed chief operator. From there he went to 
Plainfield, N. J., as relay operator. He next ac- 
cepted a position in the New York main Office, in 
September, 1868. He was appointed chief oper- 
ator, held that position and had charge of the trans- 
fer of wires to the new office Broadway and Dey 
street, as well as the locating of the same in the 
office. He became day chief, when the moving 
was completed. Then on the redistricting of the 
office he was appointed wire chief, having super- 
vision over cables and undergrounds. Не left the 
service in 1884, and was appointed general traffic 
manager of the Baltimore and Ohio Telegraph 
Company. He was transferred to the joint super- 
intendency of the New York, West Shore and Buf- 
falo Railroad, New York, Ontario and Western 
Railroad, National and Baltimore and Ohio Tele- 
graph Company, with headquarters at Weehawken, 
№. J. He left the service in May,1889, and was ap- 
pointed inspecting engineer of Sprague and Edison 
General Electric Company's railroad systems. Не 
built a few railroads and left to accept the position 
of general agent of the Electric Selector and Signal 
Company. Не invented a number of their devices, 
and now has a complete system of railroad signals. 
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Mr. Bogart is frequently called upon as consulting 
engineer. He appraises railroad properties and 
passes on their financial and physical condition. 
Is popular and energetic. His home, Schraalen- 
burgh, N. J., has recently become a borough, 
and he is prominently mentioned for the first elec- 
tion as its mayor. 


———-—-——-————- 


FREDERICK W. CUSHING, 


Treasurer of the Gray European Telautograph 
Company, Chicago, was born at Buckingham, 
Canada, June roth, 1856. Не learned the tele- 
graph business at that place in 1868, and in 1870, 
he entered the service of the Hudson Bay Com- 
pany, in Northern Canada. In 1872, he worked at 
Ottawa, Ont., for the Montreal Telegraph Com- 
pany, and in 1873, he accepted a position at St. 
Paul, Minn., for the Northwestern Telegraph Com- 
pany. In 1874, he entered the service of the 
Western Union Telegraph Company at Chicago, 
and in 1876, was transferred to the New York 
main office of the same company. In 1881, he was 
appointed wire chief of the Metropolitan wires in 
New York. He left the telegraph service soon 
after to represent Professor Gray at the Electrical 
Exposition at Paris, France, when the Harmonic 
telegraph was exhibited. He remained abroad a 
year in the interests of Professor Gray. 

Mr. Cushing next accepted a position with the 
Postal Telegraph Company in 1883, as electrician, 
and resigned in 1885, to accept the position of 
superintendent of the Chicago Sectional Electric 
Underground Company, and he put in the first 
underground conduits in America. He is now 
with the above mentioned company. 


JOSEPH T. COOK, 


Of the Norfolk and Western Railroad Company, 
at Philadelphia, Ра., was born at Mount Holly, N. 
J., June gth, 1870. Не entered the telegraph ser- 
vice as clerk to D. A. Clune, manager Baltimore 
and Омо District Telegraph Company, Phil- 
adelphia, Pa., in 1884. He was appointed assist- 
ant agent and operator for the Pennsylvania Rail- 
road, at Florence, N. J., in 1885, and was soon 
after transferred to the general telegraph office for 
the Pennsylvania Railroad, Philadelphia Division, 
at 32nd and Market streets, West Philadelphia. 
This is the largest railroad relay office in the 
country. He was then transferred to the private 
telegraph office of general superintendent of trans- 
portation, same company, where he learned steno- 
graphy and typewriting. Не now holds a position 
as stenographer in the office of President Kimball, 
of Norfolk and Western Railroad, 333 Walnut 
street, Philadelphia. Mr. Cook won the first prize 
in a fast sending tournament, and is an experienced 
operator and an expert typewriter. 


ANDREW CARNEGIE, 


The old time telegrapher, the largest iron manu- 
facturer in the world, was born in Dunfermline, 
Scotland, in 1835, and when barely thirteen years of 
age, applied for employment at the office of the 
Ohio and Atlantic Telegraph Company, in Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., and was engaged as a messenger, at 
$2.50 per week. Previous to this he had been firing 
a small engine іп a dirty cellar not far off. On Mr. 
Carnegie's entrance into the Pittsburgh telegraph 
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office he has since written: “ My entrance into the 
telegraph office was the transition from darkness 
to light; from firing a small engine in a dirty cellar, 
to a clean office where there were books and papers. 
That was paradise to me, and I bless my stars that 
sent me to be a messenger boy in a Pittsburgh 
telegraph office.” 

As a messenger young Carnegie showed himself 
prompt, reliable and knowing, and soon became а 
favorite. He soon began to show longings to push 
upward, to learn the telegraphic art, and become 
an operator. Opportunity having been readily 
given him, he devoted all his leisure to practice, 
became a first class sound operator, and was soon 
assigned to higher duty. After atime, however, he 
was appointed operator at the office of the Pennsyl- 
vania Railroad Company, where he soon formulated 
a plan, by which trains could be run with increased 
safety and celerity under telegraphic direction. 


ANDREW CARNEGIE. 


This at once gave him prominence. He was soon 
after removed to Altoona, the headquarters of the 
general manager, where he grew rapidly in the 
esteem and confidence of the company's officers, 
and was soon after appointed, though still a mere 
lad, superintendent of the Western division of the 
Pennsylvania Railroad. 

Hereafter Mr. Carnegie’s life took a new and 
broader direction, with his new responsibilities he 
received a generous income. He was, by training; 
and by natural character and proclivity, prudent 
and economical. His judgment was sound and 
cautious. He not long afterwards became а550- 
ciated with Colonel Thomas A. Scott, and a few 


other spirited gentlemen in the purchase of oil 
lands in Pennsylvania, which proved immensely 
productive. He originated also a system of sleep- 
ing cars, which were highly remunerative. In all 
these enterprises, the strong, broad intelligence so 
characteristic of certain types of Scottish character, 
was marked and prominent. | 

Mr. Carnegie accompanied Thos. A. Scott to 
Washington, on the breaking out of the war, in 
response to the call from President Lincoln, where 
he performed meritorious service. From these rapid 
successes, Mr. Carnegie found the capital on which 
to enter the vast iron trade of the country, just ata 
period when railroad development and the rapid 
growth and spread of population gave to it vast 
significance and scope. 

To-day at less than sixty years of age, Mr. Car- 
negie is the largest manufacturer of pig-iron, steel 
rails and coke in the world. Such a rapid and wide 
reaching control of vast industry so closely related 
to the history of human progress in America, indi- 
cates phenomenal prescience, sense and courage. 
In a comparatively few years, the Pittsburgh mes- 
senger boy had become a millionaire. 

Nor have these possessions and enterprises, and 
the cares inseparable from them, prevented the 
prosecution of studies and of means of personal cult- 
ure, which have already given him a gratifying place 
among thinkers and general literature. His pri- 
vate benefactions have been many. 


F. W. DILLINGHAM, 


Of New York, was born in 1860, in Newburyport, 
Mass., educated in her public schools, he after- 
wards became a messenger in the office of the 
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Western Union Telegraph Company, where his 
father had years before been an operator. A little 
later he was an operator on the Eastern Railroad, 
going the following year to Portland, Maine. 

His next position was with the Western Union 
Telegraph Company, Boston, Mass., sending Maine 
report. 

His natural tastes and studious character made 
him a keen inquirer into something more than the 
dots and dashes, and he has had no little ехрегі- 
ence at the switch and in construction work, es- 
pecially in the laying and repairing of cables. 

In 1884, while manager for the Southern Tele- 
graph Co., at Norfolk, Va., where he was bending 
all his energies night and day to making himself a 
name, as an enterprising, business-like young man, 
he received a proposition which was accepted, from 
the most active cotton export house in that market 
to take him into its service as confidential clerk. 

When the banking and cotton commission house 
of Hubbard, Price & Co., was formed in New York, 
in 1886, he was offered а similar position in it 
which he accepted. How he filled it is best shown 
by the fact, that when, after some time, he asked 
for a brief leave of absence, it was refused with 
the remark: “We can't get along without you 
here.” Тһе logical sequence was an immediate 
request for a substantial increase in salary. Making 
good his words of a moment before, the managing 
partner said: “Instead of giving you an increase 
in salary, we will give you a partnership.” 

He is vastly proud of what is pronounced to be 
the finest collection of telegraph autographs in the 
country, containing as it does the names of the 
prominent officials of the various companies which 
have done business during his time, and those of 
the stars of the profession, living and dead. His 
library is of more than fair size and admirably 
selected. 

He is president of the Commercial Telegraph 
and Messenger Company, a local New York com- 
pany, is a member of the Bedford Presbyterian 
Church and president of its Board of Trustees; an 
officer and member of several cubs, secret orders 
and other organizations, and as a public speaker 
has a clear-cut, convincing style which is very 
effective, and makes him much sought for on 
appropriate occasions. 


MICHAEL J. DORAN, 


Of New York, was born in Fredericton, N. B., 
Canada, on August 5th, 1853. He began as mes- 
senger for the old American Telegraph Company, 
in 1866, and in 1868 was transferred to the St. John, 
N. B., office as operator. Не сате to New York in 
the fall of 1870, and for five years thereafter he 
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MICHAEL J. DORAN. 


worked the cable wires of the Western Union Tele- 
graph Company, at New York, Plaister Cove, C. B., 
and North Sydney,C. В. In September, 1876, while 
employed in the main office of the Atlantic and 
Pacific at New York, he was one of the quartet that 
made the remarkable record of 1180 ordinary mes- 
sages in 8% hours, on a duplex to Philadelphia. 
Soon afterwards, he went with the firm of Messrs. 
Belden & Co., of which the late Mr. Jay Gould 
was special partner and worked their private wires 
until the firm dissolved. He was for a time 
manager of the No. 8 Broad street office of 
the Atlantic and Pacific Telegraph Company, 
which position he resigned to go with the 
firm of Messrs. Belden, Bennett & Co. whose 
wire through the state was known as one of 
the “hottest” out of New York. In 1891 he was 
employed by the “ Laffan Bureau,” in the New 
York Sun office, where he made a fine record оп 
their leased wires until a year ago, when he re- 
signed his position to work the New York-Chicago 
grain wire of Messrs. Schwartz, Dupee & McCor- 
mick. Mr. Doran made creditable showing in the 
telegraphers’ tournaments of 1884 and 1885, and he 
retains his place among the exceptionally brilliant 
all-round telegraphers, who combine accuracy with 
extraordinary speed in practical work. His un- 
assuming and agreeable manners have won for him 
a host of friends. 


JAMES R. DENNIS, 


Of New York, entered the telegraph profession at 
Middletown, N. Y., just after the war. 


In the year 1868-69, he was made manager of 
the Delaware River Telegraph Company, at Scran- 
ton, Pa. Не сате to New York in the fall of 1869 
and entered the service of the Western Union 
Telegraph Company at 145 Broadway, and was 
finally transferred to the cable department. He 
also served in the capacity of chief operator and 
manager of down-town broker offices till the summer 
of 1879, when he went to California. After re- 
maining on the Pacific coast three years he returned 


JAMES R. DENNIS. 


east to accept the New York management of the 
Bankers and Merchants Telegraph Company. He 
remained with this company in the capacity of 
manager and metropolitan superintendent till the 
crash came in 1885, caused by the failure of the 
president, who was a stock broker, when he re- 
turned to Southern California for the benefit of 
his health. After an absence of a year on the 
Pacific coast, he came east again, and now holds a 
responsible position with a large banking house in 
this city. 


PATRICK BERNARD DELANY, 


Was born in Kings county, Ireland, January 28th, 
1845, and cameto America when nine years of age. 
He was educated in private and parochial schools. 
He learned telegraphy at Hartford, Conn., and 
was a good operator at the age of 16 years. He 
held the position of press operator at Worcester, 
Mass., at the age of 18. It was during this period 
that Mr. Delany made his reputation as an operator, 
especially as a “ receiver,” and his wonderful ability 
to copy behind the sender, the average on press 
dispatches being 20 to 25 words, In 1865, Mr. 
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Delany was appointed night circuit manager at 
Albany, for all the wires between New York and 
Buffalo. He afterwards became chief Operator of 
the Franklin Telegraph Company, at Philadelphia, 
Pa., assistant general superintendent of the 
Southern and Atlantic Telegraph Company, and 
superintendent of the Automatic Telegraph Com- 
pany. Giving up telegraphy, Mr. Delany became 
a newspaper correspondent at Washington, and 
subsequently editor of the Harrisonburg, Va., Old 
Commonwealth. Having in the meantime made 
several important inventions in telegraphy, he, in 
1880, turned his attention to inventing and has 
followed it almost exclusively ever since. Over 
one hundred patents have been granted to him, 
comprising almost every branch of electricity, but 
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mainly in telegraphy. Among the most prominent 
may be mentioned his Anti-Page relay, Anti-induc- 
tion cables and Synchronous multiplex telegraphy, 
by which six messages are simultaneously sent 
over a single wire. This system was adopted by 
the British post-office, and is now in use through- 
out the United Kingdom. For the past few years, 
Мт. Delany's time has been applied principally to ca- 
ble telegraphy. Неһаѕ already succeeded in work- 
ing the longest cable, by over 200 miles, ever worked 
by Morse, at a speed of 25 words per minute, and 
15 confident of working the Atlantic cables by this 
system. He has recently perfected an automatic 
System for cables, which shows an increase of 30 
per cent. in speed over hand signalling. Mr. 
Delany resides in South Orange, №. J., where is 
located his experimental laboratory. 
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FRANK B. De GARMO, 


Of the St. Louis Iron Mountain and Southern 
Railroad Company, De Soto, Mo., was born at 
Shelbyville, Ky., October ath, 1859. After receiv- 
ing an education at Warrensburg, Мо., he was 
employed in the capacity of messenger boy at that 
place for the Missouri Pacific Railroad Company. 
In 1879, he accepted his first position as operator 
on the same railroad, and worked at various points 
on that system until 1882, when he was appointed 
train dispatcher at Parsons, Kan., for the Missouri, 
Kansas and Texas Railroad Company, which was 
then part of the Missouri Pacific system. Mr. 
De Garmo continued as a dispatcher at Parsons, 
Kan., Knobel, Ark., St. Louis, Mo., and De Soto, 
Mo., for six years, when in 1888, he was appointed 
chief dispatcher and district Operator, with head- 
quarters at De Soto, for the St. Louis, Iron Moun- 
tain and Southern Railroad. 


GEORGE HENRY DICKINSON, 


News editor Evening Telegram, New York, was 
born in Baltimore, Md., June 24th, 1860. He was 
educated in public and private schools, and learned 
telegraphy in Charleston, N. H. He held positions 
as telegraph operator for the Western Union Tele- 
graph Company, Baltimore and Ohio Telegraph 
Company, and United Press, and later as reporter 
and desk editor, and New York correspondent for 
the Boston Globe, desk editor for the Boston Herald, 
night editor for the Boston Fost, telegraph editor 
for the Evening World, sporting editor for the 
Morning World, editor Пау American, and news 
editor Evening Telegram, which position he now 


holds. 


JOHN WYATT DAWSON, 


Superintendent of the Kanawha and Michigan 
Railroad Company, Charleston, W. Va., was born 
March 24, 1863. Не entered the service of the 
Ohio Central Railroad Company in West Virginia, 
in 1882, as foreman of grading and track laying 
forces. In March, 1883, he accepted a position as 
assistant agent for the Richmond and Allegheny 
(now Chesapeake and Ohio) Railroad Company, 
Virginia, which he held until July of the same year, 
when he was appointed telegraph operator for the 


same company. In March, 1884, he accepted a 
position as agent and telegraph operator for the 
Shenandoah Valley Railroad Company, Virginia, 
which he held until October, 1885. In January, 
1887, he went with the Newport News and Missis- 
sippi Valley, in West Virginia, as agent and oper- 
ator. In April, 1887, he went with the Kanawha 
and Ohio (now Kanawha and Michigan) Railroad 
Company, West Virginia, as agent and telegraph 
operator, which he held until August, 1887, when 
he accepted a position as yard master. He was 
then appointed passenger conductor, which he 
filled until September, 1889, when he was ap- 
pointed train master of same railroad, which he 
held until April, 1890. Не then went with the 
Kanawha and Michigan Railroad Company, as 
train master, which he held until December, 
1890, when he was appointed superintendent of 
the same railroad, also superintendent of telegraph, 
which positions he still holds. 


ISAAC T. DYER, 


Superintendent of telegraph, St. Joseph, Mo., was 
born їп La Grange, Mo., August 17th, 1860. The 
rudiments of his education, Mr. Dyer acquired ın 
the common school of Quincy, НІ., and the knowl- 
edge there gained was supplemented by a course 
in college at Canton, Mo., and Chicago, Ill. In 
1876, he became operator and agent for the St. 
Louis, Keokuk and Northwestern Railroad Com- 
pany, at Helton, Mo. Two years afterward he 
accepted a position with the Western Union Tele- 
graph Company at Quincy, where he displayed 
considerable ability as an electrician, in addition 
to having become an expert telegrapher, which led 
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to his being selected by that company to take 
charge of their office in Kansas City, Mo., which 
position he filled with much credit. In the year 
1878, he was transferred to a similar position at 
St. Joseph, Mo., serving first as press operator, and 
later on receiving the appointment of chief oper- 
ator, which position he occupied until 1889, when 
he decided to re-enter the railroad service, com- 
mencing as operator in the dispatcher’s office of 
the Kansas City, St. Joseph and Council Bluffs 
Railroad. He was soon after made train dispatcher. 
He served in that capacity until May 16th, 1887, 
when he was appointed superintendent of telegraph 
of the Hannibal and St. Joseph Railroad, and Kan- 
sas City, St. Joseph and Council Bluffs Railroad, 
and chief dispatcher of the Jatter road, which posi- 
tion he still fills, having the confidence and esteem 
of all the officials. Heis numbered among the most 
energetic and popular railroad men of St. Joseph. 
He has also attained a position commanding the 
respect of the best and most influential citizens of 
St. Joseph. Mr. Dyer is also considered one of 
the most foremost electricians in that city. Mr. 
Dyer has been a member of the School Board of 
that city fora number of years. Не is also a mem- 
ber of the Ancient Order of United Workmen, and 
is a prominent member of the Knights of Pythias, 
being a past chancellor, and at present holds the 
position of district deputy grand chancellor of the 
state of Missouri. 


WILLIAM J. DENVER, 


Assistant general manager of the New England 
Telephone and Telegraph Company, Boston, Mass., 
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was born at Springfield, Mass., August 18th, 1841. 
He learned the Bain system of telegraphy on the 
Vermont and Boston Company’s lines in 1856, at 
Northampton, Mass., and was appointed in 1857, 
operator at Bellows Falls, Vt., working both the 
Morse and Bain systems. He remained there 
about one year, and was then transferred to North- 
am pton, as telegraph operator, lineman, batteryman, 
messenger, baggage master, and time-keeper at the 
railroad company’s shops, at a salary of $35 per 
month. After eighteen months of this idleness, 
he went to New Haven, Conn., in the employ of 
the American Telegraph Company, S. B. Fairchild 
being then manager of the office, and A. A. Lovett, 
superintendent of the division. In 1860, Mr. 
Denver was sent to Springfield, Mass., remaining 
there as operator until 1864, when he was appointed 
manager, succeeding George B. Prescott, who was 
afterwards appointed electrician of the Western 
Union Telegraph Company, and whose death re- 
cently occurred. During the years 1878-79, we 
find Mr. Denver activly engaged in the telephone 
business on behalf of the Western Union Company, 
and soon afterwards he took up again the manage- 
ment of the Springfield Western Union Telegraph 
office, remaining until August rst, 1885, when he 
was appointed assistant general manager of the 
New England Telephone and Telegraph Company, 
which position he now holds. 


JOHN J. DEMPSEY, 


Of the Telegraph department of Councilman and 
Day, New York, was born in New York city, Ос- 
tober 21st, 1863. He entered the Atlantic and 


Pacific Telegraph office, at 145 Broadway, New 
York, March, 1876, as a messenger, where he mas- 
tered telegraphy, and later went with the American 
Union Telegraph Company at its inception, as 
operator at Fulton Market, and afterwards in the 
main office of the same company. Не resigned 
that position to accept one with the Baltimore and 
Ohio Telegraph Company, where he worked in the 
main and several branch offices in New York city. 
He accepted his present position December, 1882. 


THOMAS ALVA EDISON, 


This distinguished telegrapher and inventor, was 
born at Milan, Ohio, February 11th, 1847. The 
family is noted for its longevity. He derived his 
education from the lessons given him by his 
mother. At twelve years of age he began his busi- 
ness career as a newsboy on the Grand Trunk 
Railway. Besides supplying the towns between 
Detroit and Port Huron with the news of the day, 
he was conducting a book store, a vegetable store 
and a news stand in the town of Port Huron. 
Early in the year 1862, Edison purchased a lot of 
type and transferred it to his “den ” in the baggage 
car, and proceeded to issue the Grand Trunk 
Herald. The paper ran through about forty num- 
bers. Paragraphs from this journal were quoted 
in the London Zzmes, and the celebrated engineer 
George Stephenson, as he was traveling on the 
train, once bought a copy, and took occasion to 
compliment young Edison for his enterprise. 
Edison’s “sanctum” in the baggage car, was also 
used by him as a chemical laboratory. On one 
unfortunate day, when engaged in some experi- 


ments, he upset a phosphorus bottle and set the 
car on fire, in consequence of which he was sum- 
marily ejected. 

He now turned his attention to telegraphy. 
One day standing on a platform of Mount Clemens 
Station, he saw the son of the station master in 
danger of being run over by an approaching train. 
Springing to his assistance, Edison succeeded in 
getting the boy off the track, and the child’s father 
out of gratitude taught Edison telegraphy, and 
here his career as an operator commenced. He 
rapidly acquired the art. From Mount Clemens 
Edison went to Port Huron. The operator in the 
Western Union Telegraph office had gone to the 
war, and Edison took his place. His next engage- 
ment was at Stratford, Canada as night operator 
on the Grand Trunk Railway. Не lost this posi- 
tion by failing to deliver a train order. Edison's 
next employment was at Fort Wayne, Ind., where 
he remained but a brief period, going to Indian- 
apolis. The first position he accepted as report 
operator was at this point. The all absorbing 
question was how he could insure success in work- 
ing the report wire, and at last he hit upon a scheme 
which was, to say the least, ingenious. In those 
days, there could be found in every telegraph office 
old tape recorders. One of these was put in сіг- 
cuit on the report wire, and another of the same 
instruments alongside of it. The tape, after pass- 
ing through the first machine and recording the 
indentations made by the lever point was run 
through the second instrument, the result being 
that the first recorder would receive its impression 
at the rate of forty words a minute, but by feeding 
the tape more slowly into the second machine, the 
speed could be reduced to a point where he could 
make his copy with accuracy and safety. This 
scheme worked satisfactorily until one night he got 
so far behind that the paper made a complaint 
about receiving the report so late, and Mr. Edison 
was discharged. From Indianapolis, Edison went 
to Cincinnati, where he was employed as day opera- 
tor at sixty dollars per month, but his salary was soon 
increased to double that amount on account of ex- 
cellent work performed. In 1864, Edison removed 
to Memphis, Tenn., to improve his position. The 
telegraphers were under military control and re- 
ceived $125 per month and rations. Н is habits 
were still those of the student, and his investiga- 
tions and experiments ceaseless. Most of his mis- 
fortunes cameas the direct result of his experiments. 
The manager of the office was at work ona repeater 
which he hoped soon to perfect ; Edison started in 
with the same object in view and was first to suc- 
ceed. Не brought his instrument to the office опе 
evening, and for the first time in the history of tele- 
graphy, New York and New Orleans were placed 
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in direct communication with each other. А de- 
scription of Edison’s instrument was published, and 
the manager, instigated by jealousy, dismissed him. 
Edison found himself destitute of resources and in 
debt. His desire was to reach Louisville. Не had 
to walk over one hundred miles of the distance to 
reach that point. When he arrived at Louisville, 
the streets were covered with ice. The soles 
were worn off his shoes, his clothing was of the 
lightest kind, a linen duster did service for a coat, 
and a straw hat covered his head, his pockets were 
empty, and all his worldly effects were in a handker- 
chief. At the teleyraph office he found employ- 
ment, and for two years he remained in the com- 
Рапу'ѕ service at this point. His bedroom was his 
laboratory, Unfortunately, one day, he upset a 
bottle of sulphuric acid on the floor of the telegraph 
office, which leaked through to the manager's office 
on the floor below, for which he was discharged. 
About this time he became smitten, like many others 
of his class, with the South American fever. It 
was rumored that operators were in demand in 
Brazil. In company with two companions he 
started for New Orleans with the intention of em- 
barking at that point. But on arriving they found 
that the vessel they proposed sailing in had left. 
While waiting for another boat, Edison came in 
contact with a Spaniard, who told him there was 
no country he had seen, and he had been almost 
everywhere, equal to America. This Opinion de- 
cided Edison upon remaining in his native land, 
and he turned his steps toward Cincinnati, where 
he remained for a year and a half, working on 
“night report.” Tiring of work in the Cincinnati 
office, he returned to his home in Port Huron. 
He wrote to a friend in Boston for employ- 
ment, and while awaiting a response, he hung 
about the office of the Grand Trunk Railway 
Company. This company had a wire which ran 
from Detroit to Port Huron, and thence by cable 
beneath the river to Sarnia. Another wire ran 
from Toronto to Sarnia, and the authorities desired 
to continue the latter to Port Huron without laying 
а second cable. Edison solved the problem, using 
the same cable for both circuits, and just at this 
time his friend in Boston had found employment 
for him. He obtained a pass to that city as a re- 
ward for his work. Heentered Boston in about the 
Same condition as a few years previously he had 
entered Louisville. The telegraphers in the east 
were more fashionable than their western brethren, 
and Edison’s appearance when he entered the oper- 
ating room was the cause of much merriment. Of 
course, the first thing thought of was һом (Һе “ con- 
ceit” could be taken out of this new man, who had 
the audacity to announce that he was capable of 
taking report from the fastest operators in the 


country. In the New York office, an operator 


named Hutchinson was conceded to be the most 
rapid sender in the service at this time, and he was 
duly informed that there was a green young man 
at the Boston end, whom the boys wished to have 
some fun with, and they requested Mr. Hutchinson 
to “let it come” in his best style. Edison’s years of 
work upon report wires had made him very skillful, 
in addition to which he had experimented with the 
object of discovering the best style of penmanship 
for operators’ Purposes. He had settled upon a 
slight back hand with regular round letters, and by 
this mode was able to produce sixty-five words а 
minute, a rate fully one-third faster than was neces- 
sary. Indicating his readiness to begin, the instru- 
ment before him commenced to click. Faster and 
faster it came, but Edison's ear never failed him. 
The operators who stood about gazed in wonder- 
ment, and the New York man began to abbreviate 
his words. Finally, when he thought the joke had 
been carried far enough, Edison opened his key and 
quietly inquired, “ Моп” you please send with the 
other foot?” They played no more pranks of that 
kind on Edison, who was placed regularly at work 
on the wire between Boston and New York. It was 
during his engagement in Boston that Edison took 
out his first patent, which was for a chemical vote- 
recording apparatus, designed for legislative bodies. 
It wasalso at this period that Edison commenced 
work on duplex telegraphy. His engagement at 

Boston terminated and he went to New York. 
His finances, always low, were now lower than 
ever, and he found himself two or three hundred 
dollars in debt, and in want of a situation. 

From a central office near Wall street, was 
operated the Law Gold Indicator System, and 
the same office was headquarters for the Tele- 
graphers' Journal. These indicators were dis- 
tributed in about six hundred brokers’ offices, to 
show the fluctuations in the price of gold; from 
them the brokers obtained the “ points” as to buy- 
ing and selling. Whenanything occurred to inter- 
rupt the service, each broker immediately dis- 
patched a boy post-haste to the main office, and on 
such an occasion there appeared within one minute 
not five hundred boys, nor five hundred and ninety- 
nine, but the full complement of six hundred. It 
was upon such an occasion as this that Edison one 
day happened to be іп Mr. Law’s office. An acci- 
dent had occurred to the transmitting machinery 
and the whole indicator system had ceased to 
work. Gold was high, but the excitement caused 
by this disaster was higher. Within a few seconds 
the stream of boys commenced to pour in and 
transform the office into a perfect Bedlam. Mr. 
Law, a nervous man, was wildly appealing to his 
superintendent, Mr. Frank Pope, to do something, 
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while Mr. Pope’s nervous system, as badly shat- 
tered as that of his employer, rendered him just as 
incapable of doing anything. In the midst of this 
confusion, Edison walked quietly over, examined 
the apparatus, and, turning to Mr. Law, said, “I 
think, Mr. Law, I can show you where the trouble 
is. There isa contact spring which has broken and 
fallen between two cog wheels and prevents the 
gear from moving.” This removed, everything 
commenced to work again regularly and the office 
was cleared. The manager asked Edison his 
name, and the episode resulted in the latter being 
engaged as superintendent at a salary of two hun- 
dred dollars per month. 

From this time on he commenced to succeed. 
He invented a stock printer, which is in use to-day ; 
then a gold printer, followed by his automatic 
telegraph system. Then came his quadruplex and 
his inventions in his acoustic telegraphs and tele- 
phones, electric railways and many others of lesser 
importance. In 1878, he invented the phonograph, 
which is probably more widely known than any of 
his other work. His name is indelibly connected 
with electric lighting, the advances which have been 
made in that art during the past twelve or thirteen 
years being largely due to his indefatigable labor 
and exhaustless genius. So prolific is his brain of 
inventions that the commissioner of the United 
States Patent Office has described him as the 
“young man who has kept the path to the Patent 
Office hot with his footsteps.” Не has taken out 
over four hundred patents and has built up some 
of the largest and must successful manufacturing 
institutions in the country. His laboratory at 
Orange, N. J., is the only one of its kind in the 
world, and is a marvel in its variety and complete- 


ness of equipment. 


LEWIS B. FOLEY, 


Superintendent of telegraph of the Delaware, 
Lackawanna and Western Railroad, was born at 
Pittston, Pa., on February 9, 1856. In 1870, when 
fourteen years of age, he obtained employment 
with the Delaware River Telegraph Company, 
at Scranton, Pa., as messenger. His promotion 
was rapid, and in 1871, he was appointed manager 
for the Western Union Telegraph Company, and 
assigned to Associated Press duty. In 1873, he 
was promoted to the position of chief operator for 
the Western Union Company. Mr. Foley entered 
the service of the Delaware, Lackawanna and 
Western Railroad Company, in 1874, as operator 
in the general office, 26 Exchange place, New York 
city. In 1881, president Sloan, recognizing his 
abilities, appointed him to the position of superin- 
tendent of telegraph, which place he has since filled 
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LEWIS B. FOLEY. 


with honor and credit to both himself and the 


company. Mr. Foley was the first to introduce 


the quadruplex system of telegraphy as applied to 


railroad service, in the United States, which sys- 
tem has been in successful operation on the lines 
for several years. The telegraph system like that 
of the Delaware, Lackawanna and Western em- 
braces 2250 miles of railroad wire, 200 miles of 
telephone lines, and 250 telegraph offices, handling 
over two million messages annually. Mr. Foley is 
a young man, one of the army of hustlers, who 
have by their own individual exertions made their 
mark inthe world. His courteous and gentlemanly 
bearing has gained him friends in all the walks of 
life, who share with him the satisfaction of his 
success. Mr. Foley is largely interested in build- 
ing associations, and occupies the position of secre- 
tary of the New York State Mortgage Bank and 
Loan Association, an organization іп which the 
employees of the railroad and telegraph companies 
are largely interested. 


URIAS J. FRY, 


Superintendent of telegraph, Chicago, Milwaukee 
and St. Paul Railroad, Milwaukee, Wis., was born 
at Urichsville, Ohio, April 28th, 1848. During the 
winter of 1873 and 1874, he studied telegraphy at 
Hebron, Indiana, under Robert Worth, an o] 

time telegrapher, and was assigned to duty in his 
first position, at Washington Heights, Illinois, 
March 5th, 1874, He was soon transferred to the 
crossing of the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy, 
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URIAS J. FRY. 


and Pan Handle railroads, and to the Chicago office 
on May sth, 1875. In the spring of 1879, he went 
to the dispatcher’s office, at Aurora, Ill., where he 
was appointed a train dispatcher. On February 
2nd, 1884, he resigned to accept а position with 
the Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul Railroad, in 
their general telegraph office at Milwaukee, Wis. 
He became chief operator November tst, of the 
same year, and was appointed superintendent of 
telegraph of said road, October rst, 1888, in which 
position we find him to-day, with his office in 
Milwaukee. Mr. Fry was chosen president of the 
Association of Railway Telegraph Superintendents, 
at its annual convention, held in Milwaukee, June, 
1893. Не was married November 8th, 1869, and 
has two sons, one of whom, Rupert, is an operator 
in the employ of the same company. 


ROBERT J. GROSS, 


Of Dunkirk, N. Y., was born at Brighton, Canada 
West, November 2151, 1850, and commenced the 
study of telegraphy in the office of the Montreal 
Telegraph Company, at that place, October 23d, 
1863. Не afterward served in the capacity of 
telegraph operator for the Dominion Telegraph 
Company, in the same place. In the fall of 1867, 
he entered the service of the Great Western Rail- 
way, at Glencoe, as telegraph operator, and until 
the fall of 1869, served in the same capacity ; also 
as €xtra station agent at several points on the line, 
and as assistant train dispatcher, and train dis- 
patcher of the same road at London. In Septem- 
ber, 1869, he was appointed train dispatcher for 


the Erie road, at Buffalo, №. Ү. and dispatched 
trains on the Buffalo and Niagara Falls divisions of 
that road. In March, 1873, he was transferred to 
Dunkirk, and served as train dispatcher on the 
western division of the Erie road continuously, 
until October, 1878, at which time he accepted a 
position as chief train dispatcher of the Denver and 
Rio Grande, at Pueblo, Colo., and was subsequently 
appointed superintendent of transportation, retir- 
ing from that position in November, 1880. Being 
offered the position of chief dispatcher and division 
operator of the western division and Bradford 


ROBERT J. GROSS. 


branch of the Erie road, at Dunkirk, he returned 
and accepted that position, and retired from the 
same to accept a position with the Brooks Loco- 
motive Works, in March, 1882, filling successively 
the positions of travelling agent, agent and vice- 
president, which latter office he now holds. In 
addition, Мг, Gross is president of the United 
States Radiator Company, president of the Young 
Men's Building Association, owners of the Hotel 
Gratiot, and is in other ways prominently identified 
with the interests of Dunkirk, and takes a great 
interest in all matters pertaining to his old calling, 
and electrical matters in general. 


FRANK S. GANNON, 


The well known president of the Staten Island 
Railway Company, began his successful career as 
an operator. Mr. Gannon is an expert railroad 
man, and though still young in years, has had more 
solid experience in railroad business than some men 
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in that line who are old enough to be his father. 
He was born in Spring Valley, N. Y., in September, 
1851. After having received a good education up 
to the time of going into business, he entered the 
service of the Erie Railroad, as telegraph operator, 
at the age of 17, and was promoted to be station 
agent within a year. In 1871,he went to the New 
York, Susquehanna and Western, as clerk in the 
president's office, but was soon made terminal agent, 
from which he was advanced to chief clerk in the 
superintendent's office and train dispatcher іп suc- 
cession. From 1875 to 1881, he was with the 
Long Island Railroad as train dispatcher, depot 
master, train master and master of transportation. 
From January, 1881, to April of the same year, he 
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SAMUEL J. GIFFORD. 


public schools of Ashtabula, he, in 1848, entered the 
office of the Ashtabula Weekly Telegraph, in the 
capacity of office boy. During his leisure time he 
studied telegraphy, and in 1852 secured a position 
as operator in Dunkirk, for the Erie Railroad 
Company, In 1853, he was promoted to night 
train dispatcher. A year later he was given the 
position of cashier and operator of the freight 
department of the Buffalo and Erie Railroad (now 
the Lake Shore), with headquarters at Buffalo. 
While in this capacity he dispatched the first train 
that ever run over the road under telegraphic 
i — | orders. He remained in this office until 1869, 

FRANK S. GANNON. when he entered the insurance business. This he 


' ; г ave up in 1872 to become a member of the firm 
was supervisor of trains оп the Baltimore and Ohio 5 'P о я 
of Skinner & Gifford, manufacturers of engines 


Railroad. From April, 1881, to July, 1886, he was | | 
general superintendent of the New York and апе railway outfits. In 1879, the firm failed an 
Northern. From March, 1890, to date, he has been he again centered the insurance business, this time a 
е y А c 2 . 1 ” 
general superintendent of the New York division of partner with his brother-in-law, J. H. Van о. 
the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, and from July, ed stg? Apa of this — ee 
1886, general superintendent of the Staten Island Saad a reight depot of the се ee 
Rapid Transit Railroad, where he is making an taeda EN 1885, he reentered the insu 
excellent record under numerous disadvantages business and now he conducts one of the larges 
4 < с we А А А | р _ as 
By his able management he has been instrumental Ses ч the city of Dunkirk, №. Ү. ккд нна 
іп the increase of travel оп the island. In April, н p е to Магу N. Colman, ы 
1894, he was elected president of the Staten Island a ey г the late Truman К. eee He 
Railway Company, а line leased by the Staten ° the Lake Shore Bank of Dunkirk, aren 
Island Rapid Transit Railroad Company. is a member of the various Masonic organization 
in the city. Two years ago he was nominated for 


mayor of that city, by the Republicans, and al- 
а со though Dunkirk is Democratic by 250 majority, 


Of Dunkirk, N. Y., was born May 14, 1834, іп he was defeated by but 48 votes. In 1893, he was 
Ashtabula, О. After receiving an education in the elected supervisor by a handsome majority. 
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EZRA T. GILLILAND, 


Was born at at Cuba, Allegheny County, N. Y., in 
1846. Helearned telegraphy оп the western divis- 
ion of the Erie Railroad, in the year 1860, and 
was employed at different times in nearly every 
office on the division, including the train dis- 
patcher’s office at Dunkirk. In 1862, he went to 
Michigan, and was employed as extra operator 
upon both the Michigan Southern and Northern 
Indiana (now the Lake Shore), and the Michigan 
Central railroads in most of the principal offices of 
those lines, including Chicago. Inthe fall of 1863, 
Мг. Gilliland left the railroad business and en- 
gaged with the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany, at Cincinnati, remaining there a number of 
years. In 1865, he started a small shop in that 
city for the manufacture and repair of electrical 
apparatus, at the same time retaining his position 
as night operator in the Western Union office, 
until the business grew sufficiently large to demand 
all his time and attention. Later on, this business 
was sold and has been successfully continued by 
the Jones Brothers. Mr. Gilliland then became 
interested with the Bell Telephone Company, in the 
beginning of the telephone business as inventor, 
manufacturer, and promoter, remaining with this 
company until a few years ago, when he retired 
into private life. 


JAMES H. GUILD, 


Of Portland, Oregon, was born at Williamsburg, 
L. I., December 2, 1833. When 16 years of age 
he commenced his telegraph service as messenger 
in “ Snow’s ” telegraph office, Detroit, Mich. He 
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started out as operator in about year 1850, opening 
the telegraph offices at Mt. Clemens, St. Clair and 
Port Huron, on the line built by Josiah Snow. 
When Mr. Haviland was superintendent of the 
line between Cleveland and Detroit, he was oper- 
ator at Toledo, doing all the wire work in the city, 
except one operator employed on the canal line to 
Logansport. At this time, 1853 and 1854, busi- 
ness having become so brisk and having but one 
circuit, it was necessary to take our turns at using 
it. Fred. Tubbs, as every one called him in those 
days, was at Cleveland and made it very lively for 
us. Charles Brigham was messenger. In 1859, 
was operator at freight depot, Chicago, for Michigan 
Southern, and he struck on account reduction in 


JAMES Н. GUILD. 


wages ordered by General Manager Minot, and 
started for Pike’s Peak by ox team, but came 
through to California, and was appointed manager 
for State Telegraph Company, Placerville, Cal., in 
1860; transferred to Carson City, Nevada, in 1863, 
and was at this place when the overland line was 
completed, and handled the relaying of over- 
land business. In 1866, transferred to Portland, 
Oregon, and was manager of Portland office until 
1877, when he accepted position of superintendent 
of telegraph of Oregon Steam Navigation Com- 
pany’s lines, and held same until that company 
was bought out by the Oregon Railway and 
Navigation Company, and was retained by latter 
company in same capacity until this company was 
absorbed by the Union Pacific system, іп 18809, 
and has been with the U. P. Railway since that 
time as division operator, Pacific division, 


ROBERT BROWN GEMMELL, 
Superintendent of telegraph of the Atchison, 
Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad Company, was 
born in Greensburg, Westmoreland county, Penn., 


April 27, 1839. In the year 1854, he entered the 
telegraph service on the western division of the 
Pennsylvania Railroad Company under Superin- 
tendent Colonel Thomas A. Scott. He was after- 
ward employed by the Atlantic and Ohio Tele- 
graph Company as Operator, He re-entered 
the service of the Pennsylvania Railroad Com- 
pany, in 1857, as operator at Harrisburg, Pa. 
In 1850, he was made division Operator and train 
dispatcher of the eastern division, at that point. 
In 1861, he was appointed chief clerk for the 
superintendent of Eastern division. At this time 
one of the most important duties of his life 
occurred, that of having direct charge, by wire, of 
the special train that conveyed our “ Martyr 
President,” Abraham Lincoln, from Harrisburg to 
Philadelphia, on the night of February 22, 1861, 
from which place he quietly continued his journey 
to Washington, to be ready to take 
President of our great Republic. On February 
І, 1863, he was promoted to train master of the 
middle division, and transferred to Altoona, Pa. 
He resigned October 1, 1866, and removed to 
Kansas to take the position of chief clerk of the 
general superintendent, and also superintendent of 
telegraph of the Union Pacific Railroad, afterwards 
the Kansas Pacific Railway. Three years later he 
was appointed general freight and ticket agent of 
that road, retaining the position until 1872, The 
two following years he engaged in private business. 
In 1874, he was appointed superintendent of the 


his seat as 


Lawrence and Southwestern Railroad Company, 
June 1, 1875, he became connected with the general 
freight department of the Atchison, Topeka and 
Santa Fe Railroad Company, and was appointed 
superintendent of telegraph of that road, July 1, 
1878, which position he still holds. In addition to 
his duties as superintendent of telegraph, he was 
also assistant superintendent of the eastern divis- 
ion of the road from September 1, 1879, to 
September 1, 1881. 


DR. WILLIAM D. GENTRY, 


Of Chicago, Ills., is one of the oldest of old-time 
telegraphers, having learned to telegraph in 1848, 
on one of the first lines built through Kentucky. 
He was born at Richmond, Ку., September 8th, 
1836. He removed to Hopkinsville, Ky., where, 


in October, 1848, he commenced to learn tele- 
graphing, He continued to operate and at the 


same time learned the printing business, studying 


nights and odd times, so as to obtain an education, 
until 1856, when he quit telegraphing to accept the 
editorship of the National Eagle, at Savannah, Mo. 
After conducting this paper for one year, he re- 


turned to Kentucky and purchased the plant of the 
People's Press, at Hopkinsville. 
tinued to publis 


ге at all hazards and at any cost 
of life or money, met with strong Opposition from 


the pro-slavery element in the south, and its editor 


was persecuted to the extent of being forced to 


252 


kalto pe 
td With pe 


о, Te, 


| a 
aff бл 
lig Д ay ue т 


nat rig’ 


1 


S nai 


Пе Gane | 


| 


We |, [a 


give up home, press, type and everything he pos- 
sessed and fly to the northern states in order to 
save his life. Being driven from home at night, 
without time to see friends and gather together 
the necessary means, he was forced to work his 
way the best he could to Philadelphia, where he 
entered the Union service and was sent to Fort 
McHenry, off Baltimore, as operator to Gen. Dix. 
In 1868, Dr. Gentry entered the service of the 
Southern Pacific and Atlantic Telegraph Company, 
and was located at Nashville, Тепп., until 1871, 
when he met with an accident, the fracture of his 
right ankle, which prostrated and disabled him for 
a whole year. During this time he determined to 
complete his study of medicine. In 1873 the 
cholera and yellow fever was epidemic in the south. 
At Memphis the city was nearly depopulated. 
Every body who was well enough to leave left the 
the city, so that every body left was either sick or 
waiting upon those who were sick. Volunteer 
physicians and nurses were called for. Dr. Gentry 
was one of the first to go. The day he arrived 
there ninety deaths were recorded, and the next 
day there were one hundred and twenty. And so it 
was for six weeks. Dr. Gentry worked faithfully 
under the auspices of the Howard Association and 
the Odd-Fellows, of which order he is a member. 
After the disappearance of the yellow fever, the 
doctor was induced to remain in Memphis to prac- 
tice his profession, which he did for three years. 
In 1876, he removed to Emporia, Kansas, where 
he succeeded another physician in a large practice. 
In the fall of that year he thought of and com- 
menced the preparation of one of the largest and 
most important medical works ever undertaken by 
тап : the Concordance Repertory of the Homco- 
pathic Materia Medica. No one thought it possi- 
ble for him to complete the work in a lifetime, if he 
lived to be a centenarian, on account of its immens- 
ity; but Dr. Gentry proved himself equal to the 
emergency here as in every emergency that has ever 
presented itself to him through life. Не completed 
the work in six large octavo volumes, of from nine 
hundred and fifty to twelve hundred pages each, 
and had it published, and two thousand sets of the 
work were sold inside of seventeen years. He was 
fourteen years in preparing it for publication. 
During eleven years of the time he resided and 
worked, wrote and practiced medicine, so as to 
make a living and keep up his work, in Kansas 
City. In 1889, he removed to Chicago and located 
at Rogers Park, a suburb, where he purchased 
Property and established his future home. 


SYLVESTER S. GARWOOD, 


Of Philadelphia, Pa., was born at Salem, Ohio, 
November 27th, 1847. After a common school 


education he entered the telegraph service at the 
age of 15, asa messenger in his native town, sub- 
sequently became operator in the office, and was 
employed in various offices on the Pittsburgh, Fort 
Wayne and Chicago, and the Cleveland and Pitts- 
burgh railroads for some years. 

In 1864, he was appointed operator in the office 
of the president of the Pittsburgh and Connells- 
ville Railroads in Pittsburgh, and soon after that 
was detailed to Snaners Station, as ticket agent, 
operator and assistant train dispatcher. 

In 1866, he was appointed manager for the 
Pacific and Atlantic Telegraph Company, at Наг- 
risburg, and early in 1869, was manager at Pitts- 
burgh, and subsequently promoted to the manage- 
ment of the Chicago office. 

In 1870, he was appointed superintendent of the 
Delaware River Telegraph Company, with head- 


SYLVESTER S. GARWOOD. 


quarters at Wilkesbarre, Pa. He was afterwards 
elected secretary and vice-president of the company, 
and continued to manage its business until it was 
leased by the Western Union Telegraph Company. 
Declining the offers of the Western Union Tele- 
graph Company, Mr. Garwood accepted a position 
as secretary and treasurer of the Germantown Coal 
Company, but within a short time re-entered the 
telegraph service, accepting a position with the 
Pacific and Atlantic Telegraph Company, as super- 
intendent of the western division of that company 
with headquarters at Chicago. 

In 1873, Mr. Garwood accepted a place in the 
office of Mr. D. H. Bates, then superintendent and 
transfer agent of the Western Union Company, in 
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Philadelphia. When Mr. Bates resigned, Mr. Gar- 
wood was appointed transfer agent, and remained 
in that position until the consolidation of the At- 
lantic and Pacific, and Western Union Telegraph 
Companies. He was appointed by Mr. Zeublin, 
as manager of the branch offices, in the vicinity of 
Third and Chestnut streets, Philadelphia, and con- 
tinued in that position until Mr. Zeublin resigned. 
He was appointed by Mr. Merrihew manager of the 
Western Union Telegraph Company, in Philadel- 
phia, which position he resigned in 1884, to engage 
in commercial business. He is now connected 
in an official capacity with two financial institutions 
in Philadelphia. 

It was during Mr. Garwood’s term of service as 
transfer agent of the Philadelphia district that the 
present efficient money order system of the West- 
ern Union Telegraph Company was perfected and 
the rapid growth of this important branch of the 
telegraph service, during that period, was largely 
due to his energy and ability. 

Mr. Garwood has been chairman of the auditing 
committee of the Telegraphers Mutual Benefit As- 
sociation since 1883, and at one time acted as agent 
of the association at Philadelphia. 

Personally Mr. Garwood is one of the most 
social of men, and his smiling face is at all times 
greeted by the telegraph fraternity in New York 
with a hearty welcome. 

He was married in 1868 to the daughter of 
Major Bretz, of Carlisle, Pa., and has a charming 
family of five children in a happy home in Phil- 
adelphia. 


OSCAR CURTIS GREENE. 


OSCAR CURTIS GREENE, 


Superintendent of telegraph of the Northern Pa- 
cific Railroad Company, St. Paul, Minn., was born 
in Summit County, Ohio, in 1842. He learned 
telegraphy at Bellefontaine, Ohio, in 1861, and 
held an operator’s position at that point for two 
years. He moved to Hudson, Wisconsin, where 
he was out of the business for one year, but en- 
tered the service of the North Western Telegraph 
Company, at St. Paul, Minn., in 1864 and 1865. 
Не secured the poles in Northern Minnesota, and 
built lines for that company. In 1866, he was in 
the service of the North Western Packet Company, 
Commodore Davidson’s line. In 1866, Mr. Greene 
took charge of the St. Paul and Pacific, now the 
Great Northern Railroad Company, as superintend- 
ent of telegraph. He resigned that position in 
1872, to take charge of the Northern Pacific Rail- 
road Company’s telegraph system, where he has 
been located since that date. 


RICHARD JAMES HUTCHINSON, 


Superintendent of telegraph New York Stock Ex- 
change, New York city, was born in Ireland, Sep- 


tember sth, 1849, and came to this city with his 
Parents in 1850, where they have continuously 
resided. His first position was with the American 
Telegraph Company, at 145 Broadway, New York, 


in June, 1863, and worked for + 
the Western U r that company, and 


Bankers and Brokers Telegra 
he filled until 1871. Hetl 
ican Press Association, as 


ph Company, which 
en went with the Amer- 
night Manager, which 
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position he filled until 1874, when he accepted a 
position with the New York Fire Department, as 
operator, which he retained until 1880. Не then 
went as reporter for the Gold and Stock Telegraph 
Company, which he held until 1885, when he was 
appointed superintendent of telegraph for the New 
York Stock Exchange, which he still retains. 

Mr. Hutchinson was assistant grand chief oper- 
ator Telegraphers Protective League, from 1869 to 
1870, and has been president of Gold and Stock 
Life Insurance Association since 1881. President 
of New York State Council Catholic Benevolent 
Legion, term of 1893-94, and also a member of the 
Old Time Telegraphers and Magnetic Club. 


GEORGE A. HAMILTON, 


Electrician of the Western Electric Company, New 
York, was born at Cleveland, O., December зо, 
1843. Не entered the telegraph service as mes- 
senger at Salem, O., in the spring of 1861. He 
had been interested in telegraphy and given to the 
subject considerable attention for a year or two 
previous to that time. He held position as tele- 
graph operator at Ravenna, O., for the Atlantic 
and Great Western Railroad Company in the fall 
of 1861, until the summer of 1863, and afterward 
as operator and manager for the Inland and United 
States Telegraph Company, at Pittsburgh, Pa., from 
1863 to 1865, and manager for the United States 
Telegraph Company, at Franklin, Pa., and Mead- 
ville, Ра., from 1865 to 1867. He was then made 
chief operator and circuit manager of the Pacific 
and Atlantic Telegraph Company, at Pittsburgh, 
Pa., in 1867, which he held until 1873. He then 


went with Professor Moses G. Farmer, at Boston, 
on experimental work and manufacturing dynamos, 
from 1873 until 1875. Не then accepted а posi- 
tion as assistant electrician, and later as electrician 
for the Western Union Telegraph Company, which 
he held from 1875 to 1889, he then went with the 
Western Electric Company, of New York, as elec- 
trician, which he still retains. 


DENNIS J. HERN, 


Who has been one of the most prominent figures 
in the telegraphic history of New England for the 
past twenty years, was born in Boston, in 1853. 
At the age of ten years he commenced his tele- 
graphic career, entering the service of the old 
“Union ” line in 1863, as messenger. A few years 
later, when the “ Union” was consolidated with 
the Independent Telegraph Company, he became 
line repairer. He then entered the service of the 
United States Telegraph Company, whose main 
office was located in the old State House, and hav- 
ing become proficient in the art of telegraphy, was 
sent to Lawrence as manager and operator for that 
company. Upon the consolidation of the United 
States, American and Western Union companies, 
he was retained at the Boston office. In 1868, the 
opportunity for which all young and ambitious men 
long, presented itself. Mr. Hern was appointed 
manager of the Franklin street office of the Frank- 
lin Telegraph Company. Franklin street was then, 
as now, an important business centre, and by his 
untiring energy Mr. Hern increased the business 
of that office remarkably, and made business ac- 
quaintances which always ensured, to whatever 
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company he represented, their exclusive patronage. 
He rapidly acquired a reputation among the mer- 
chants and business men of Boston for the superior 
manner in which he handled the business. In 
1874, when the Atlanticand Pacific leased the lines 
of the Franklin Company, Mr. Hern was made 
inspector of the city lines in Boston, and when the 
American Union Telegraph Company came upon 
the field of competitive telegraphy, Mr. Hern was 
appointed manager of the Atlantic and Pacific 
Telegraph Company, and immediately after was 
made superintendent of the division from New 
York to Portland. Consolidation again affected his 
fortunes, and when the American Union, Western 
Union and Atlantic and Pacific were merged, Mr. 
Hern’s services were secured as superintendent of 
the Brush Electric Light Company. In 1881, the 
Mutual Union Telegraph Company began active 
competition. Mr. Hern was appointed superin- 
tendent from New York to Bangor, and the 
thoroughness of his early training in all the branches a ш aaa 
of the telegraph service gave him that familiarity CHARLES W. HAMMOND. 

with all the details of the work before, which was 
not only necessary but of the greatest value to the 
young but fearless opposition. The Mutual Union 
was absorbed into its greater rival and went the 
way of all oppositions. In 1883, superintendent 
Hern organized the Mutual District Messenger 
Company, of Boston, employing at its inception 
about forty messengers, but with his customary zeal, 
fidelity and indefatigable energy has increased the 
business of that company till it now numbers on its 
pay roll four hundred employes. Over 50,0co call 
boxes are connected with the various branches 
throughout the city, with over 250 miles of wire. 


from 1879 to 1881. On June roth, 1881, Mr. 
Hammond was appointed superintendent of tele- 
graph of the Missouri Pacific Railway system, 
which position he still retains. 


CHARLES w. HAMMOND, 


Superintendent of telegraph of the Missouri Pacific 
Railway Company, St. Louis, Mo., was born Sep- 
tember 27, 1838. He entered the service of the 
“O'Reilly Lines,” as operator at Perrysburgh, Ohio, 
Sept 3,1853. In 1855, һе was operator at Chicago, 
HI., for the Illinois and Mississippi Telegraph Com- 
pany, and was consequently one of the first oper- 
ators in Chicago. Up to 1857, he worked for the 
Western Union Telegraph Company, at Cincinnati, 
Louisville and St. Louis. From 1861 to 1862, Mr. 
Hammond was a prominent member of the United 
States Military Telegraph Corps, under Generals 
Н. W. Hallock and Don С. Buell. He was then 
appointed superintendent of Fire and Police Tele- 
graphs for St. Louis, Mo., from 1862 to 1869. He 
acted as manager of the Atlantic and Pacific Tele- Anderson, Ind.. w; . 
graph Company, at St. Louis, 1872 to 187 3; then a public ка. ac ee к е 
he was made superintendent of the American Union age he took the agency for th 7а е ман 
Telegraph Company, with headquarters at St. Louis, ап evening paper, and the оны oy si 
| 2 Times Star. 
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During the summer of 1881, he was messenger for 
the Western Union Telegraph Company, at Ander- 
son, Ind. Leaving there he went into the photo- 
graph business with his father, until 1886; he then 
re-entered the telegraph service with the Cincinnati, 
Hamilton and Dayton Railroad Company, at Cin- 
cinnati, O., as night operator, which he held until 
1887, when he started west and entered the service 
of the Missouri Pacific Railroad Company, at Cen- 
tretown and La Mont, Mo., until October, 1887, 
when he resigned to accept a position with the 
Rocky Mountain Telegraph Company, апа has 
remained in their employ ever since. He was 
manager of the Fort Assinniboine office, remaining 
there only a short time, being transferred to the 
management of the Fort Benton office, where he 
remained until November, 1890. He was made 
treasurer of the Fort Benton Water and Electric 
Light Company, treasurer of the city of Fort Ben- 
ton, and also managed a wood, coal and lumber 
business, all in connection with the telegraph office, 
until November, 1890. Не then accepted the posi- 
tion of night operator, in Helena, Mont., office, 
and in April, 1891, he was made manager of that 
office, which position he held until 1892, when he 
was appointed manager of the Rocky Mountain 
Telegraph Company, which position he has filled 
to the entire satisfaction of the company ever 
since. [In January, 1894, the Rocky Mountain 
Telegraph Company passed into his control under 
а lease, and he 15 now sole lessee and general 
manager of the above company. Mr. Hawk has 
greatly improved the Rocky Mountain service dur- 
ing the past yeir, and eventually expects to make 
the Rocky Mountain property as good as any in 
the country. Mr. Hawk was married in November, 
1891, to Miss Vesta I. Baker, of Glenwood, Iowa, 
and has one daughter. 


CHARLES C. HINE 


An old timer from way back, who quit the key 
forty years ago, was born in New Haven, Conn, 
on the 21st of December, 1825. He was a farmer 
boy in western New York up totwelve years of age, 
clerked in stores and did some studying up to about 
eighteen, when he set up as an artist and made a 
precarious living with his brush for five years or so, 
when Henry O'Reilly, in 1846, built his lines 
through Ohio. Mr. Hine was at that time living in 
Massillon, where his father had removed when he 
was a boy. These were the early days of telegra- 
phy. Anson Stager was the operator at Pittsburgh. 
A line which ran down the Ohio to Cincinnati was 
tapped at Wellsville, where a branch ran off 
through New Lisbon and Massillon to Cleveland. 
J. N. Alvord was operator at Wellsville, and James 


CHARLES C. HINE. 


Bellows, of Rochester, took charge of the office in 
Massillon. With him Mr. Hinelearned telegraphy 
as it was learned in those days, and in the winter 
of 1847, received his first appointment at New 
Lisbon, Ohio. The following year he was pro- 
moted to be the assistant operator in Detroit, 
where D. V. Benedict was in charge. Meantime, 
his friend Alvord had gone west to grow up with 
the country, the lines having reached St. Louis, 
Missouri, where Alvord was then in charge. In the 
spring of 1848, Mr. Hine went to Chicago, striking 
that notable town when it had a total population 
of 16,000. Неге he got опа canal boat and trav- 
elled a hundred miles south to the head waters of 
navigation on the Illinois river, where he struck a 
little stern wheeler, and took passage to Peoria, 
arriving on the 4th of July, 1848, the date being 
fixed inhis mind by the patriotic coincidence. Here 
he met a gentleman named Oslere, who was the 
contractor for stretching the first wire northward 
through the state of Illinois. Getting in contact 
with the line he procured instructions from St. 
Louis and returned to Peru, from which point there 
was to go off a branch line to Dixon, Dubuque, 
etc., while the main wire went on to Chicago. Mr. 
Hine opened several of the offices between Peru and 
Chicago. He remembers particularly the one at 
Ottawa, the home of Judge Caton. He remained 
in Peru for six months or so, when he was called to 
St. Louis and there given charge of the northern 
instrument; Mr. Alvord being the operator at the 
eastern instrument. In due course of time, Alvord 
was promoted to be superintendent of the Ohio and 
Mississippi line, and Mr. Hine took his place as 
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chief operator. During the great choiera year in 
St. Louis, 1849, Mr. Hine was attacked with that 
disease, and as soon as he was able to travel, ac- 
cepted an offer of Charlie Johnson, who was in 
charge of the Jacksonville, 111., office, and traded 
positions with him Jacksonville afterward became 
“опе of his homes,” but his term of office there as 
manager was only temporary. And the same may 
be said in regard to New Albany, Ind., where he 
had charge at two different times for an aggregate 
of perhaps а year. His principal work was done 
at St. Louis, where he assisted in laying the first 
cables that were ever put across the Mississippi 
river. When the line was first built the Wire was 
taken over from a mast on the Illinois shore to the 
top of the St. Louis shot-tower: but wind and rain 
and sleet made it about an even toss-up as to 
Whether broken or unbroken should be the normal 
condition of that crossing, 
ludicro-tragico experiences 

East St. Louis—resulted. On his final removal to 
New Albany, in 1554, Mr. Hine drifted out of 
telegraphy and into other business. He became 
prominently connected with educational institutions 
in southern Indiana, but in 1858 took position with 
the Апа Insurance Company. 
elected secretary of the 
Company, in 


and а good many 
їп I}linoistown— now 


In 1865, he was 
International Insurance 
the city of New York, and three 
years later bought out the Insurance Publishing 
concern, which included the monthly periodical 
that has for over forty years been known in that 
craft as the Jusurance Monitor From that time 
onward to the present date, he has been identified 
with the insurance profession, both as a writer and 
publisher of books, as well as in connection with 
the editing and publishing of the Jnsurance Afon- 
ilor and the Jusurance Law Journal. Mr. Hine 
was elected president of the Old Time Telegraphers 
Association, in 1886, and that year contributed to 
the proceedings a Paper reciting his personal remi- 
niscences of “ Early Telegraphy in America,” and 
two years following, another on 


“ The Telegraphy 
of the Ancients.” 


ALBERT HAYWARD, 


Was born in Rutland county, Vermont, June roth, 
1831. Не attended the common schools until he 
was I7 years of age, when for two years he at- 
tended school in Black River Academy, at Ludlow, 
Vt., during the summer, teaching a country school 
in the winters. April rst, 1851, he determined to 
try his fortune in the great west, going to Olney, 
Ills., when he taught school for two years, read- 
ing law during this time. He was admitted to the 
bar in 1853. At this timethe building and opening 
of the Ohio and Mississippi R, К. was the absorb- 


ing business of the country through which it passed. 
A telegraph office was opened in Olney, September 
Ist, 1853, and at the request of the railroad officials, 
Mr. Hayward took charge. This was the com- 
mencement of his telegraph work, which has been 
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ALBERT HAYWARD. 


continuous since that date. April rst, 1854, he 
was appointed manager of Vincennes, Ind., office. 
In December, 1871, he was appointed superin- 
tendent of telegraph for the Ohio and Mississippi 
Railway and Western Union Telegraph companies, 
which position he still holds. 


W. D. HENDRICKSON, 
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W. D. HENDRICKSON, 


Chief train despatcher, New York and Long 
Branch Railroad, was born near Middletown, N. J., 
September 4th, 1859. He received a private and 
public school education, and graduated from the 
high school, at Red Bank, N. J., in 1873, and ac- 
cepted a position as clerk іп a clothing store. His 
ambition was for something different, and an oppor- 
tunity offering he began studying telegraphy; after 
three months practice, he was employed by R. H. 
Woodward, then superintendent of telegraph of 
the New Jersey Southern Railroad, as operator in 
his office. From there he was employed by the 
Western Union Telegraph Company and on the 
Lehigh Valley Railroad, respectively. In 1878, he 
was appointed agent at a small station on the New 
York and Long Branch division of the Central 
Railroad of New Jersey, and when that division 
was reorganized and became known as it now is by 
the title of New York and Long Branch Railroad, 
Mr. Hendrickson was retained and has risen to the 
position of chief train despatcher. Mr. Hendrick- 
son was employed at Asbury Park when the 
American Union Telegraph Company opened its 
first line to that place in 1881, and sent the first 
message by request of President D. H. Bates. 


HENRY C. HOPE, 


Superintendent of the Chicago, St. Paul, Min- 
neapolis and Omaha Railroad of St. Paul, Min- 
nesota, was born at Rockford, Ill., in 1850. He 
commenced his telegraph career in 1868, and filled 
positions as operator and manager at several im- 
portant telegraph offices for the Western Union, 


Pacific and Atlantic, and Northwestern Telegraph 
Companies. Mr. Hope entered the railroad service 
with the Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul Rail- 
road Company, at Milwaukee, Wis, in 1873. He 
was appointed superintendent of telegraph of the 
Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis and Omaha Rail- 
road Company, in 1880, and in 1886 was made 
superintendent of telegraph and signals. Mr. 
Hope is a 32d degree Scottish Rite Mason, Knight 
Templar, and a noble of the Ancient Order Mystic 
Shrine, also a member of the Benevolent Protect- 


ive Order of Elks. 


GEORGE E. HUNTINGTON, 


Train dispatcher Fremont, Elkhorn and Missouri 
Valley Railroad Company, Fremont, Neb., was 
born in Fairport, Lake county, Ohio, in the year 
1852. He learned telegraphy at the Lake Shore 
and Michigan Southern Railroad Depot, Painesville, 
O., іп 1868. In 1869, he held the position as press 
receiver, nights, at East Saginaw, Mich. He was 
placed in charge of the Western Union Telegraph 
office, as manager, at Saginaw City, Mich., in 1870. 
He afterwards held important positions at various 
places, as telegraph operator with several western 
railroads. Also as train dispatcher for the Detroit, 
Lansing and Lake Michigan Railroad, at Detroit, 
also, with Michigan Central Railroad, at Michigan 
City, Ind. He then went with the Chicago and 
North Western Railroad in Dakota ; the Chicago, 
St. Paul, Minneapolis and Omaha Railroad in Min- 
nesota, and is now and has been for some years 
past train dispatcher at the place above mentioned. 
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W. J. HOWEY, 


A well known old timer, of New York, was born 
at Hebron, Towland county, Conn., and began 
his telegraph career with Frank Whitlesece, mana- 
ger of the Franklin Telegraph Company, at Hart- 
ford, Conn., about 1865. From there he went to 
New York with George Baker, manager of the 
New York City Telegraph Company, and from 
there he went with the Western Union Telegraph 
Company, at the Everett House, for three years, 
as clerk. From there he went to 


the Grand H otel, 


the opening of 
from there to Whitehouse, N, 
J., and thence to numerous positions up to 1878, 
when he took charge of a dramatic combination. 
For many years he was with the Western Union 
Telegraph Company in New York. Since 1888, he 
has been the president of the New York Opera 
Glass Supply Company, which position he still 
holds. Не is also one of the attorneys and gene- 


ral manager for the Protection Fire Lloyds of the 
city of New York. 


GEORGE J. JEWILL, 


General manager of the American District Tele- 
graph Company, Philadelphia, Pa., is a type of 
the successful culmination of modest beginnings, 
He was born of English parentage, July roth, 1847, 
at Geelong, Australia, from whence, in his seventh 
year, he journeyed to England. At the age of 
fourteen, he entered the British Navy as an appren- 
tice, and it was while in this service that his apt- 
ness and unfaltering attention to his duties caused 
him to be brought to the notice of the commanding 
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officers. Promotion quickly followed Promotion, 
culminating in his appointment as first Class gun- 
ner—the highest attainable position to a man from 
the ranks. In 1872, he purchased his discharge, 
sailed for America, and landed in Philadelphia, 
where he engaged with Cramp’s great ship-build- 
ing industry. In 1874, he made his first appear- 
ance in the telegraphic world, as a lineman for the 
company with which he now holds his present re- 
sponsible position. From the position of lineman, 
he was, in due time appointed superintendent of 
burglar alarms and construction, from which the 
company, in 1886, in further recognition of his 


GEORGE J, JEWILL. 


worth and abilities, promoted him to the superin- 
tendency of its affairs, and two years later, made 
him general manager. His success in business 
life seems to have followed him in other ventures, 
for we find him also an honored citizen of his 
district : having been first elected a member of the 


school board and later to the common council 
chamber of the city, 


Mr. Jewill is widely connected in fraternal asso- 


ciations, holding membership in the Masonic order, 
Knights Templar, Mystic Shrine, Lulu Temple, 
Order of Sparta, Knights of Birmingham and Odd 
Fellows, Personally he is hearty and free, and 


Just Such a Person whose friendship once gained, 
IS appreciated. 


GEORGE R. KIMBALL, 


Division chief operator of the Baltimore and Ohio 
Railroad, Newark, Ohio, was born March 11th, 


1859, at Milnersville, Ohio, where he resided with 
his parents until 19 years of age. He attended 
public schools up to that time. He then entered 
the office of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad at 
Cambridge, Ohio, at the age of to. In March, 
1879, he was appointed night operator at Cam- 
bridge, Ohio, and remained there until May rst, 
1880, when he was promoted to the day operator- 
ship. He continued there as day operator until 
January 4th, 1882, when he went to Newark, Ohio, 


GEORGE R. KIMBALL. 


and accepted a position as clerk in the trainmaster’s 
office. In March of the same year, he was ap- 
pointed train despatcher at the same point and 
continued in that capacity until December 15th, 
1885, when he was appointed chief train dispatcher 
of the Ohio division of the Baltimore and Ohio 
Railroad, occupying that position until February 
Ist, 1889, when he was appointed division chief oper- 
ator of the trans-Ohio divisions, which position he 
holds at the present time. 


FREDERICK S. KENT, 


A well-known old timer, was born at Boston, Mass., 
in 1837, and received the advantages of an academic 
education. In 1861 he did his first telegraph work 
for the Chicago and Alton Railroad Company, 
remaining in the employ of that corporation three 
years. He then accepted a position with the 
Western Union Telegraph Company, in Chicago, 
lll., where he remained until 1869, being then ap- 
pointed manager at Cairo. He filled that position 
until 1882, when he resigned, and after a brief ser- 


FREDERICK S. KENT. 


vice in the southern division, returned to Chicago. 
There he has remained ever since. Old timers 
will remember the competitive of the Morse and 
Continental systems їп 1868, when the former 
proved signally successful. Mr. Kent was one of 
those who upheld the standard of the American 
code. At that time Mr. Kent received 37% words 
а minute for half an hour from Mr. Sabin, overa 
wire 1,600 miles long, a performance which was 
almost unprecedented in those days of defective 
insulation and imperfect instruments. 


GEORGE C. KINSMAN. 
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GEORGE C. KINSMAN, 


Superintendent of telegraph of the Wabash Rail- 
road Company, was born in Ellington, N. Y., 
August 22, 1850, his father being a native of Ver- 
mont, and his mother of the Empire state. 
The subject of this sketch remained at home 
until fifteen years of age and was trained to farm 
work. He then went west and after one year's 
work as a farm hand, attended school at Oberlin, 
Ohio. He began the study of telegraphy at that 
place, and acquired proficiency in an office on the 
Lake Shore Railroad. Was appointed night 
operator for the Wabash Railroad Company, at 
Napoleon, Ohio, August 8, 1868, promoted to 
station agent in September, in which capacity he 
served at Rockfield and Delphi, Indiana, until 1870, 
when he became operator and clerk for the division 
superintendent at Lafayette, Indiana. He served 
in this capacity, and as freight conductor and car dis- 
tributor, and passenger conductor in the order 
named, until May, 1873, when he was transferred to 
Springfield, HI., as train dispatcher, remaining in 
this position until March, 1878, when he resigned 
to take a position in the Railway Mail service, but 
returned to accept the position of chief train de- 
spatcher and division operator of the Wabash lines 
in Illinois, in the fall of 1879. Was promoted to 
assistant superintendent of telegraph of the con- 
solidated Wabash lines in the summer of 1881, and 
in March, 1884, to his present position. In March, 
1885, he was appointed inspector of train despatch- 
ing, also, which position he continues to fill. He 
is also superintendent of telegraph for the Toledo, 
Peoria and Western Railway, and the Omaha and 
St. Louis Railway companies. Has been a mem- 
ber of the Association of Railway Telegraph 
Superintendents from its Inception, and served that 
association as vice-president, during 1887, and as 
president during 1888. He is also a member of 
the Academy of Science of St. Louis, Mo. 


FRANK B. KNIGHT, 


Was born in Canandaigua, N. Y., in 1848. He 
learned to telegraph at the age of fourteen, on the 
line of the old New York, Albany and Buffalo 
telegraph line at Geneva, while James D. Reid was 
superintendent. Shortly after this he worked in 
the Syracuse office of the New York Central Rail- 
road. After a short service there he was seized with 
the war fever, and entered the United States Mil- 
itary Telegraph Corps. His first service was on the 
Orarige and Alexandria Railroad, Burke’s Station, 
thence he transferred to Newport News, Va., which 
was an extensive supply depot, and was afterwards 
designated and used as a prison for captured Con- 


FRANK В. KNIGHT. 


federates. Some time before the close of the war 
he was stationed at Fortress Monroe, as operator 
for the chief quartermaster of the army of the 
James. At theclose of the war went to Rochester 
and entered the service of the Western Union 
Telegraph, in whose service he continued at various 
points until the beginning of 1870, when he was ap- 
pointed chief operator of telegraphs of the Union 
Pacific Railroad Company at Omaha, which posi- 
tion he gave up in 1872, and became chief operator 
and afterwards manager of the Western Union 
Telegraph office at Omaha. He resigned in the 
early part of 1880, to accept the position of special 
agent of the American Bell Telephone Company, 
with headquarters in the west, and since 1886, he 


has held same position with that company in the 
south-west. 


THOMAS DIXON LOCKWOOD, 


Was born in December, 1848, at Smethwick, Staf- 
fordshire, a small town near Birmingham, England. 
His education was meagre and he began earning 
his living In 1859. His first employment was in 
the Birmingham plate glass works, first in washing 
emery, and after a year's experience at that work, 
he entered the machine shop of the same establish- 
ment. He continued at the bench until 1865, 
when he migrated to this country with his father’s 
family. After a short experience in a machine 
shop and tannery at Port Hope, Ontario, he learned 
telegraphy, and was the first operator at Port 
Hope for the short-lived Provincial Telegraph 
Company. After its consolidation with the Mont: 
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THOMAS DIXON LOCKWOOD. 


real Telegraph Company in 1867, he was turned 
adrift, and as has been his practice, turned his hand 
to the first occupation that offered itself, which in 
this case was in the manufacture of paper, being 
employed as a finisher by the Smith Paper Com- 
pany of Lee, Mass. There among the Berkshire 
hills he continued in telegraphic practice by fre- 
quenting the railroad station. The first favorable 
opportunity which offered for a betterment of his 
condition was a call to New Albany, Ind., to assist 
in the establishment of a plate glass factory. While 
at this place, Mr. Lockwood contributed to the 
Scientific American his first article, which was de- 
scriptive of plate glass manufacture. In 1872 he 
returned east, working his passage, and entered the 
employ of the Housatonic Railroad, serving in 
various capacities as clerk and operator at Lee 
Station and paymaster in the master mechanics 
department, also on trains as brakeman, fireman 
and engineer. After a brief sojourn as signal 
operator at Morristown, N. J., on the Delaware, 
Lackawanna and Western Railroad, Mr. Lock- 
wood gained further electrical knowledge in the 
position of inspector for the Automatic Signal 
Telegraph Company, the Goldand Stock Telegraph 
Company, and the American District Telegraph 
Company, in New York city. With this superb 
practical training, Mr. Lockwood, in 1879, became 
one of the earliest electrical experts of the National, 
now the American Bell Telephone Company. His 
first position was that of technical inspector of 
exchanges, but later, upon the determination of the 
company to organize a Patent and Technical In- 
formation Bureau, Mr. Lockwood was selected as 


its head and it is well known that no more com- 
plete department of its kind exists. In addition to 
his management of the patent department of the 
home company, he acts as one of its electricians, 
and also as advisory electrician of the Bell Tele- 
phone Company of Canada. Mr. Lockwood's 
literary work is well known and thoroughly appre- 
ciated. His “ Notes and Queries,” in Zhe Operator, 
were subsequently incorporated in his book, “ Elec- 
tricity, Magnetism and the Electric Telegraph.” 
In the same manner his book entitled “ Practical 
Information for Telephonists” was brought out, 
which had a large sale at that time and which is 
still in demand. Although his attention, by reason 
of his position, is largely devoted to telephone 
work, Mr. Lockwood keeps well abreast of the times 
in all electrical branches and is frequently retained 
as an expert in electric lampand dynamo litigation. 
As a consequence no electrical subject brought for- 
ward for discussion finds him unprepared. Не is 
a thorough believer in organized effort and has been 
identified with various electrical associations. He 
is an honorary member of the Railway Telegraph 
Superintendents Association, and of the National 
Electric Light Association, a foreign member of 
the British Institute of Electrical Engineers, a 
member of the Imperial Institute, a life member 
of the American Instititute of Electrical En- 
gineers, of which he has also been a vice-president 
апа a manager. Не was a charter member of the 
Institute, a member of the Electrical Conference of 
1884, and of the Advisory Committee of the Chi- 
cago Congress of 1893. While not claiming to be 
an inventor, his line of work has unconsciously 
drawn him into that field, and he has taken out 
over twenty-five patents, mostly for telephonic ap- 
pliances. His only amusements are travel and 
reading, in the latter of which he is particularly par- 
tial to military and Indian biography, and military 
strategy. Mr. Lockwood was married in 1875 to 
Miss Mary Helm, of Port Hope, Ont., and has а 
son 17 years of age. Не геѕійеѕ іп Melrose, Mass., 
one of those beautiful suburban towns of Boston. 


ROBERT В. LOWN, 


Of Poughkeepsie, N. Y., was born in Red Hook, 
Dutchess county, №. Y. in 1846. Не entered the 
service of the New York, Albany and Buffalo Tele- 
graph Company in 1862, at Poughkeepsie, and 
went to New York city in 1864, and after two years 
with the United States, American, Franklin, and 
Insulated Telegraph Companies, he entered the 
main office of the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany in 1866, where he remained until the middle 
of 1877, when he resigned to engage in other busi- 
ness at Poughkeepsie, N. Y., where he now is, 
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THOMAS F. LAING, 


Of New York city, was born at Pleasant Valley, N. 
Y., May 22nd, 1862, and served as messenger for 
the Atlantic and Pacific, and Franklin Telegraph 
companies, in the Gold Exchange, New York 
city, in 1874, and remained with that company until 
the formation of the Continental Telegraph Com- 
pany, for which he opened the first opposition to 
the Western Union Telegraph Company in the 
Stock Exchange, 


Е Не transferred his services іп 1880, to the Bank- 
ers and Merchants Telegraph Company, and re. 
signed one year later to accept a position with а 
banker. In 1885, he was made chief operator for 
the Postal Telegraph Company, at their Broad 
street office, and remained there until 1889, when 
he was appointed chief operator of the same com- 
pany in the Stock Exchange, resigning in 1892, to 
go with De Haven and Townsend, brokers, with 
whom he 15 still connected. Mr. Laing has had 
twenty years of continuous service in Wall street. 


ARTHUR ROBESON LINGAFELT, 


Assistant superintendent of telegraph of the Chi- 
cago, Rock Island and Pacific Railroad, Topeka, 
Kans., was born August 6th, 1860, near Davenport, 
lowa. Не lived on a farm until eight years of age, 
when his parents moved to Davenport, where he 
attended public schools until thirteen years of age, 
when was compelled to leave on account of poor 
health. On September 1st, 1873, he entered the 
service of the Western Union Telegraph Company, 
as messenger, at Davenport, Iowa, and remained 
with that company at that point in the capacity of 
messenger, clerk, bookkeeper, operator, wire chief 
and chief operator, until May 1st, 1888, when he 
accepted his present position. He is well thought 
of by his employers as well as those under him. 


ELMER HINKLE LOCKE, 


Is a native of the Quaker City, born there on Sep- 
tember 8th, 1868, and he was educated in the pub- 
lic schools. At the age of 13, Mr. Locke entered 
the service of the American District Telegraph 
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ELMER HINKLE LOCKE. 


Company, as messenger, and on January toth, 1883, 
he received his appointment as operator. To-day 
he bears the record of being the most brilliant and 
most faithful operator ever in the employ of his 
company. From the day of his entry up to the 
present time, he has been in the constant employ 
of that company, with which he is justly held in 
high repute. Mr. Locke is working his way up- 
ward slowly but surely, and has become so thor- 
oughly conversant with the company’s work in all 
its departments, that his continued advancement is 
looked upon as a matter of natural consequence. 

In social connections, Mr. Locke’s career is of 
a high and commendable character. Не bears 
the honor of being а charter member of the Phil- 
adelphia Electrical Aid Society, and the distinc- 
tion of being a past officer of the Junior Order of 
United American Mechanics, and also of the Sons 
of Veterans. 


WILLIAM S. LOGUE, 


The well known old timer, was born at Frederick, 
Md., June 26th, 1847. Не learned telegraphy on 
the Northern Central Railway, at Baltimore, Md., 
in 1861, and he held various positions on this rail- 
road and the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, until 
1863, when he entered the Military Telegraph 
Corps and was located at Newport News, James- 
town Island, and Deep Bottom, which was known 
as Butler's advance office. After leaving the army 
Mr. Logue entered the Baltimore office of the 
American Telegraph Company. Since that time 
he has been employed in different capacities by 
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almost all the commercial telegraph companies until 
1886, when he entered the service of Thomas A. 
Edison, at Orange, N. J., where he is still located. 


GEORGE F. MILLIKEN, 


Of Boston, Mass., was born in 1834, at Portland, 
Me., and there entered the service of the Maine 
Telegraph Company, James Eddy, superintendent, 
on July 4th, 1852. The wires of this company ex- 
tended from Portland to Calais, Me,, only, but in 


October, 1853, a line to Boston was acquired by 
purchase from the late Е. О. J. Smith, and Мг. 
Milliken was then transferred to the Boston end, 
together with Мг. W. В. Clum, manager of the 
Portland office, who became manager at Boston. 
Previous to this, however, Mr. Milliken was in 
charge of the Frankfort (now Winterfort), Me., 
office for three months. Later came the organiza- 
tion of the American Telegraph Company, with 
Mr. Eddy as its first general superintendent, and a 
lease of the Maine Company’s lines, Mr. Milliken 
remaining at the Boston office as chief operator 
and assistant manager, under the management of 
the late №. Е. Richards and Mr. Frank Н. Palmer, 
respectively. On July rst, 1865, Mr. Milliken suc- 
ceeded Mr. Palmer as the Boston manager, retain- 
ing this position with the American Telegraph 
Company, and its successor the Western Union 
Telegraph Company, until May tst, 1881. Since 
that time he has been and 15 still engaged їп other 
branches of the electrical business. During his 
term of service with the Maine, American and 
Western Union companies, Mr. Milliken devised 
several improvements in telegraphic apparatus, 
among which may be mentioned the switch-board, 
embodying the principle of those used at the pres- 
ent day in all the large Western Union offices ; the 
spring jack now in universal use by telegraph and 
telephone companies ; the connecting bar for mov- 
ing two or more switches and the repeater which 
bears his пате ; the last named device having been 
invented in 1862. He also originated and put into 
practical use, the signalling device by which the 
transmission of messages through a pneumatic tube, 
operates vibrating bells at each end of the tube, and 
which bells continue to ring until the door of the 
receptacle is opened for the removal of the mes- 
sages, which action resets the trap. 


GEORGE M. MYERS, 


Was born in New York city, November 25th, 
1855. From 1856until 1867, Mr. Myers lived ona 
farm located in Yates county, New York. It was 
there that his early schooling was had. In 1867, 
Mr. Myers removed with his parents to Monroe- 
ville, Ohio, where he learned telegraphy. His first 
office was at Berea, Ohio. Between 1870 and 
1874, he worked at many railroad points, and in 
1874. was appointed night manager of the Lake 
Shore and Michigan Railroad office, at Toledo, 
Ohio, and later, day manager. In 1875, he resigned 
his position, having determined to take Horace 
Greeley’s advice. He located at Kansas City, 
where he entered the service of the Western Union 
Telegraph Company. In 1876, the Atlantic and 
Pacific Telegraph Company’s lines were extended 


to Kansas City; Mr. Myers was appointed chief 
operator, and in 1877, Mr. Dickey, superintendent 
of the company, offered him a position in his office 
at Omaha, which was accepted. In 1879, when 
the American Union Telegraph Company was ог. 
ganized, Mr. Myers was the man selected as the 
manager of the Kansas City office, and when the 
American Union and the Western Union Tele. 
graph companies consolidated, he was made man- 
ager of the Western Union Telegraph office, at 
St. Joseph, Mo. Then, in course of time, the 
Mutual Union Telegraph Company reached out to 
Kansas City, when Mr. Myers was induced to be- 
come its manager at that place. It was at this 
junction that Mr. Myers conceived the idea of or- 
ganizing the Pacific Mutual Telegraph Company. 


GEORGE M. MYERS. 


His plans were rapidly formed and a company 
organized, comprising the best business people of 
Капѕаѕ Сиу. The line was extended in connection 
with the Mutual Union Telegraph Company, and 
it was proposed to cover all the territory between 
the Missouri river and the Pacific slope, but before 
the first two hundred miles were completed, the 
announcement was made that the Western Union 
Telegraph Company had swallowed the Mutual 
Union Telegraph Company. This, of course, cut 
off the eastern connection of the Pacific Mutual 
Telegraph Company. The Western Union Tele- 
graph Company negotiated for the Pacific Mutual 
property, but Mr. Myers would not entertain any 
proposition from that company, as he fully realized 
that the Pacific Mutual Telegraph Company would 
sooner or later secure an outlet. Baltimore was 
visited and an arrangement was entered into 
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whereby the Pacifc Mutual Telegraph Company 
agreed to extend its lines to St. Louis and form a 
connection with the Baltimore and Ohio Telegraph 
system. In just ninety-one days from that time 
the lines had been extended to St. Louis, and 
the Pacific Mutual Telegraph Company was once 
more considered a full fledged corporation. The 
connection with the Baltimore and Ohio Telegraph 
Company continued until the Bankers and Mer- 
chants Telegraph Company reached St. Louis, 
when negotiations were opened with a view of con- 
necting the Pacific Mutual system with the Bankers 
and Merchants, the Pacific Mutual having extended 
its lines from the Mississippi river to Omaha and 
St. Louis, as well as touching important points in 
Kansas and Nebraska. In course of due time, 
a ninety-nine years lease was made of the 
Pacific Mutual Telegraph property by the Bank- 
ersand Merchants Telegraph Company, and Mr. 
Myers was appointed superintendent of the 
seventh district of the Bankers and Merchants 
Telegraph Company. It was not long before the 
Bankers and Merchants Company met with re- 
verses and receivers were appointed. Mr. Myers 
was accordingly appointed receiver of all lines 
from St. Louis west, a trust that Mr. Myers filled 
with honor to himself and great satisfaction to the 
creditors, as it is a matter of record that every 
claim allowed in his territory was paid and the re- 
ceivership terminated, when he turned the property 
back to its owners, free of all debts. The property 
was again turned back to the Pacific Mutual Tele- 
graph Company, and Mr. Myers continued as its 
general manager, which position he resigned in 
May, 1887, the Pacific Mutual having sold out to 
the Postal Telegraph-Cable Company, whereupon 
Mr. Myers took a long earned vacation and visited 
England and continental Europe. 

Mr. Myers has since organized several important 
enterprises, all of which have proven successful. 
He is at present general manager of the Commer- 
cial Telegraph Company, also general manager of 
the Missouri Water and Light Company, and the 
Webb City Light and Power Company. Мг. 
Myers was married in 1881, to Miss Laura V. Boyd, 
of Kansas City, a lady admired by all who have 
the pleasure of her acquaintance. 


DR. WILLIAM SYLVANUS MORRIS. 


Was born in Hanover County, Va., March 17th, 
1823. Descended on his father’s side from Welsh 
ancestry, on his mother’s English, he consequently 
inherited much sterling strength of character, which 
was plainly demonstrated in his future life. In- 
dustry and a never flagging pursuit after every 
advance in science, were his chief characteristics. 


DR. WILLIAM SYLVANUS MORRIS. 


He graduated from three colleges, viz.: Washing- 
ton College, now “Washington and Lee,” at Lex- 
ington, Va.; “ William and Mary,” at Williamsburg, 
Va., and from the “ University of Pennsylvania,” at 
Philadelphia, as M. D. This was at the age of 
twenty-three. He entered ardently upon the prac- 
tice of his profession, establishing himself at 
Lynchburg,Va. From the year of 1846 until 1859, 
he gave himself up entirely to his profession, win- 
ning distinction both as practitioner and surgeon, 
and attaching his patients most tenderly to him. 
His fellow citizens were constantly evincing their 
respect and confidence by electing him to positions 
of trust, such as councilman, director in several 
banks of the city, etc. In this year 1859, telegra- 
phy began to attract the attention of the intelli- 
gent people of this country. Dr. Morris at once 
took the most enthusiastic interest in all electrical 
inventions. In 1860 he was elected president of 
the Lynchburg and Abingdon Telegraph Company, 
the first line built through his native state, Virginia. 
In connection with this office, he was thrown in 
constant personal communication with the leading 
telegraph men of that day, Morse, Cyrus Field, 
Peter Cooper, and others. He bought heavily and 
persuaded other Virginians to purchase Western 
Union Telegraph stock, and in every way showed 
his confidence in the future prosperity of telegraphy. 
At the breaking out of the war between the sections, 
north and south, he, as a southern man ‘‘to the 
manor born,” identified himself with the south. He 
was placed in charge of the entire telegraph lines 
of the Confederacy, his headquarters at Richmond, 
Va. The story of his indefatigable exertions, 
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fertility of invention, constructive ingenuity, and tri- 
umphant success under discouragement, reads more 
like a page of fiction than the cold facts of eventful 
history. He invented a field system of telegraph, 
which was used on all the battle fields from the 
seven days fighting around Richmond, until the 
closing scenes at Appomattox. Possessing an un- 
usually strong and clear mind, engaging and courtly 
manners, a soft and winning disposition, united 
with a strikingly handsome person. he rose rapidly 
to eminence. Few men surpassed him in the charm 
of his conversational powers. His full and ripe 
information, fluent powers of discourse, apt and 
ready illustrations and pleasing and complaisant 
manners, made his society and companionship an 
ever instructive and delightful experience. His 
thrilling anecdotes of travel and adventure were 
evening stories for the listening ears of his affec- 
tionate grand-children in the closing years of his 
mellow and well spent life. 


JOHN QUINCY MASON, 


Assistant superintendent of telegraph, Northern 
Pacific Railroad Company, Tacoma, Wash., was 
born at Goodings Grove, Will county, Ill.. August 
24th, 1842. He moved to Lockport, Ill., in 1846, 
where he attended public school until 1855. Dur- 
ing the winter of 1855—56, he delivered messages 
and learned to telegraph at La Salle, Ill., on the 
Caton lines. From1857 to 1860, he was telegraph 
manager and clerk in the canal collector's office at 
Lockport, during the summer, and attended school 
during the winter. On August 7th, 1862, he en- 
listed in the Chicago Mercantile battery. After 


serving one year in the field, he was tranferred to 
the United States Military Telegraph Corps, where 
he faithfully served his country until the close of 
the war. During the last year of the war, Mr. 
Mason was military and commercial telegraph man- 
ager, and government cipher clerk at Cairo, 111. 
In 1866, he was appointed night manager of the 
I]linoisand Mississippi Telegraph office, at Chicago, 
ПІ. Heserved the latter company and the West- 
ern Union Telegraph Company, for a number of 
vears, then entered the service of the Wabash 
Railroad Company, which he served for fourteen 
years, In capacities of division operator, chief dis- 
patcher and train master. Since March Jst, 1888, 
Mr. Mason has been employed by the Northern 
Pacific Railroad Company as assistant superintend- 
ent of telegraph, with headquarters at Tacoma, 
Wash., where he enjoys the confidence and respect 
of his employers. Не is now an old-timer, but in 
the balmy days of his career as an operator, he en- 
joyed the reputation of being first class. He was 
married at Moberly, Mo., June 8th, 1875, to Miss 
Virginia Murdock Wilson, of Canonsburg, Pa., and 
now enjoys being the father of three sons. 


SAMUEL FINLEY BREESE MORSE, 


Grandson of the inventor of the telegraph, now of 
Chicago, Ills, was born іп Brooklyn, N. Y. 
November 24, 1852. His father, Charles W. 
Morse, was the eldest son of Professor S. F. B. 
Morse. Не learned the telegraph art at about the 
same time he learned his letters, but it was not 
until 1871 or 1872 that he made any practical use of 
this knowledge. About this time he decided upon 
entering the field of telegraphy as a business, an 

for that purpose continued his practice in the 
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Western Union and Connecticut River Telegraph 
offices, at Saybrook Junction and Saybrook Point, 
Conn. His first position was that of night operator 
with the American District Telegraph Company, 
of New York, in the second office opened by them. 
Not being pleased with night work, he resigned 
and accepted a position as an extra Operator on the 
Honesdale branch of the Erie Railroad. He worked 
at various offices between Port Jervis and Hones- 
dale, but as he had to work at night quite fre- 
quently, he gave that up, and was for quite a while 
on the extra force in the Western Union's office at 
145 Broadway, New York. In 1873 he was made 
manager of the Lebanon, Pa., Western Union 
Telegraph office, which position he held until 
March, 1876, at which time he resigned, to accept 
a position at the Centennial Exposition with the 
Atlantic and Pacific Telegraph Company. He 
remained at the Exposition until within a month or 
two of its close, and then resigned and went back to 
New York, where he accepted a position witha bank- 


ing house in Wall street, and his telegraph career 


practically ended then, though about eight years 
later he held the position of general ticket agent 
for a railway and steamboat corporation, and 
worked his end of the company’s private wire. Of 
late years he has been in the electrical business and 
for the past three years a member of the firm of 
Cushing & Morse, Chicago agents of Day’s Kerite 
wire and cables. 


WILLIAM MAVER, JR., 


Electrical expert, New York city, is of Scottish 


descent and birth. With his parents he went to 


Canada at the age of six years, where he had the 


advantage of an excellent private school education. 
Mr. Maver began his electrical career as a messen- 
ger in the service of the Montreal Telegraph Com- 
pany. Ina few months he was detailed as message 
clerk in the main office of that company, and 
shortly afterwards graduated as an operator. In 
1873, Mr. Maver came to New York as an Operator 
for the Western Union Telegraph Company. Upon 
the general introduction of the quadruplex, Mr. 
Maver took up the study of this system in all its 
ramifications, and in due time qualified as a quad- 
ruplex expert in the main office of the Western 
Union Telegraph Company. At the time of the 
Organization of the Baltimore and Ohio Tele- 
graph Company, 1884, Mr. Maver was appointed 
assistant electrician of the company, which office 
he held until appointed chief electrician of 
the company. In the summer of 1885, suit 
was brought by the Western Union Telegraph 
Company to restrain the Baltimore and Ohio 
Telegraph Company from using the conden- 
ser in duplex and quadruplex telegraphy. This 
opened up an opportunity to Mr. Maver to acquire 
knowledge of patentlaw, which he promptly availed 
of, and his reports and evidence in the case were 
duly appreciated and generously acknowledged. 
During the progress of the suit it was deemed im- 
portant to secure the testimony of Sir William 
Thomson (Lord Kelvin), and Mr. Maver was de- 
puted to visit Scotland with that object in view, a mis- 
sion which was successfully accomplished. Afterthe 
consolidation of the Baltimore and Ohio Telegraph 
Company and the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany, Mr. Maver was for a time attached to the 
electrical staff of the latter company, but for 
several years past he has been engaged in New 
York city as electrical expert and consulting elec- 
trical engineer. About 1882, Mr. Maver began 
contributing technical articles to the electrical 
press, which were well received. Since that time 
he has been a voluminous writer and author on 
electrical subjects, being probably best known by 
his works on “ The Quadruplex” and “ American 
Telegraphy,” although he has also contributed 
largely to the literature of underground conduits 
and cables. 


RICHARD J. MURPHY, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, New 
York city, was born in Cork, Ireland, March 7th, 
1862. Не сате to New York with his parents in 
1864, and entered the service of the American 
District Telegraph Company as messenger, at the 
Gold Exchange, April 5th, 1874. He learned tele- 
graphy at a joint office of the Atlantic and Pacific 
Telegraph Company and the American District 
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Telegraph Company, at 6 Broad street, in 1878. 
In 1880, he was appointed assistant manager of the 
American District Telegraph Company, Stock Ex- 
change, New York, and in January, 1881, he was 
appointed manager of the office at 77 Eighth ave- 
nue. In February, 1882, he joined the Mutual 
Union Telegraph Company, at their main office, 
49 William street, and was appointed manager ofa 
branch office in May of the same year, remaining 
there until the consolidation with the Western 
Union Telegraph Company in the spring of 1883. 
He then remained with the Western Union Com- 
pany. He is now statistician of the general oper- 
ating department, at 195 Broadway, New York. 


FRANK McCONNELL, 


Ticket agent, Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad 
Company, New York city, was born March 7th, 
1854. Не learned telegraphy in the city of New 
York, beginning as a messenger boy, апа Пс 
became an operator for the American Telegraph 
Company. At the latter part of the war, he be- 
came a soldier in the 80th New York Voluntcer 
Infantry. He afterwards began his railroad career 
as a trackman on the Camden and Amboy Rail- 
road, and later on went with the Adams Express 
Company, at Freehold, №. J. Не acted as con- 
ductor on the Freehold and Long Branch Railroad 
in 1870, he then entered the service of the Penn- 
sylvania Railroad Company, and later on he went 
with the Central Railroad of New Jersey. In 1889, 
he accepted a position with the Chesapeake and 
Ohio Railroad Company, and now represents that 
corporation as its ticket agent in New York city. 
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Mr. McConnell is well and favorably known among 
a large circle of acquaintances of the old time tele- 


graphers. 


WILLIAM MARSHALL, 


The well-known manufacturer of electrical con- 
densers, New York, was born at Liverpool, Eng- 
land, about 42 years ago. Mr. Marshall has been 
connected with the electrical business for the past 
twenty years and his condensers are used in almost 
every telegraph office in America as well as abroad. 
He is well and favorably known. 


CHARLES McLAUGHLIN, 


Of the firm of J. H. Bunnell & Co., New York, 
one of the pioneers in the telegraph field, was born 
in Scotland, іп 1845. Не has had an interesting 
and successful career since his first connection with 
the inland extension branch of the United States 
Telegraph Company, the construction department 
of which he entered in1863. He was yet in his teens, 
but his worth being soon recognized, he was placed 
in charge of important work before he had been 
with the company many months. А detailed 
account of the many telegraph enterprises with 
which he has been connected since then would be 
very interesting, but it would occupy too much 
space, and we can only simply refer to a few of 
them. He took a prominent part in the construc- 
tion of the first telegraph lines through Florida, 
which was then a perfect wilderness. He had many 
interesting and thrilling experiences during the 
progress of the work, These lines were built for 
the International Telegraph Company to connect 
with the Cuba cable. He was afterwards connected 
with the Automatic Telegraph Company as section 
man and test operator on the experimental line 
built by that company between New York and 
Washington. 
carried on line constructionon his own account very 
successfully, and built many lines for private indi- 
viduals, railways and other corporations. In 1876, 
he entered the commercial field as Philadelphia 
agent for a New York electrical supply house, in 
which capacity he showed such marked business 
tact and ability that he was soon called to fill a 
more important and responsible position in the New 
York house, where he remained until 1879, when 
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he, with Jesse H. Bunnell formed a partnership to 
carry on the electrical manufacturing and supply 
business. In the new firm Mr. McLaughlin took 
charge of the commercial department, leaving Mr. 
Bunnell free to devote his energies to the manu- 
facturing department. The business of the firm 
under his able and conservative management was 
soon a decided success and went steadily forward 
from the start, until to-day the house of J. H. 
Bunnell & Co. holds a position second to none in 
the country, and their handsome showrooms, 
located at No. 76 Cortlandt street, New York, are 
probably the finest in its line in the country. Mr. 
McLaughlin has also been prominently identified 
with electric street railway work, being one of the 
original directors of the Paterson Central Railway, 
and the great success of that enterprise is un- 
doubtedly due in a large measure to his foresight. 
Being still in the prime of life, he isa hard and 
constant worker, and is happy and contented when 
at work in his office, where he can be found during 
business hours every day. Не resides in Paterson, 
N. J., his home being on Park avenue, one of the 
finest resident streets of that beautiful New Jersey 
city. 


GEORGE H. MACDONALD, 


Was born November зо, 1869, in Chicago, Il., 
of Scotch-English parentage. In 1876, his family 
came east, locating at Troy, N. Y., where they re- 
mained until 1882, when Hudson, N. Y., became 
their home. While at Hudson he gained а knowl- 
edge of telegraphy ; and when in 1888, his parents 
moved to Albany, N. Y., he accompanied them, 
and took a position with the Commercial Union 


Telegraph Company, remaining in its service for a 
little over four years, 

Mr. Macdonald was sent to Saratoga Springs by 
the Commercial Union Company, in the capacity 
of manager, for three successive seasons. In June, 
1892, he entered the service of Baldwin Brothers, 
stock brokers, as operator at their Albany branch, 
and served in that capacity until January of the 
present year, when he became local representative 
of the firm. Не is a member of the Masonic Fra- 
ternity of Albany, and a member of the St. Andrews 
Scottish Society of that city. 


THOMAS B. MacMAHON, 


A well known telegrapher of Buffalo, N. Y., com- 
menced his telegraph career in the railroad service, 
and it has been only іп the few latter years that 
he has seen fit to serve in the commercial business, 
being at present employed in a broker’s office. 

Mr. MacMahon is possessed of remarkable 
natural attainments, and a most agreeable acquire- 
ment of various accomplishments, particularly as 
a speaker and worker for the Order of Railroad 
Telegraphers, in which he has no equal outside of 
tne Grand Division, and his popularity is as great 
everywhere that he is known as it is among those 
who know him most intimately, or even with his 
every day associates. He is now studying law. 
He has a brilliant future before him. 


KENNETH McKENZIE, 


Superintendent of telegraph, Mobile and Ohio 
Railroad Company, Jackson, Tenn., was born near 
Wallace, Nova Scotia, on April 15th, 1828. He 
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KENNETH McKENZIE. 


was raised on a farm and educated in the common 
schools. He followed the sea for several years, 
commencing as a common sailor, and raised to the 
position of chief mate of a large sailing ship. He 
left the sea in 1851, and located in Missouri. He 
learned telegraphy in 1853, and went to work for 
the Missouri Pacific Railroad Company, in the 
spring of :859. He was appointed superintendent 
of telegraph in 1863, and remained with that com- 
pany until the spring of 1873, when he was ap- 
pointed superintendent of telegraph of the St. Louis, 
Iron Mountain and Southern Railroad Company, 
and remained with that company until the spring 
of 1882. In April, 1884, he was appointed super- 
intendent of telegraph construction on the Northern 
Pacific Railroad, and remained with that company 
two and a half years. In April, 1887, he was ap- 
pointed superintendent of telegraph on the Mobile 
and Ohio Railroad, with headquarters at Jackson, 
Tenn., which position he still holds. 


JOHN A. McKENNA, 


Train dispatcher for the Chicago, Milwaukee and 
St. Paul Railroad, was born in Pittsburgh, Pa. 
January 27th, 1846. He entered the telegraph 
business in 1859, on the Pennsylvania Railroad, an 
in 1861 he joined the United States Military Corps. 
serving in Kentucky until General Buell relieved 
General Sherman in the fallof 1861. Mr. McKenna 
then returned to the Pennsylvania Railroad and 
remained with that company until the spring 0 
1863, when he re-entered the United States M ili- 


tary Telegraph Corps, and again served in Ken- 
tucky and Tennessee, until shortly before the battle 
of Chickamauga, when he was ordered north on 
account of sickness. Mr. McKenna then enlisted 
in Company І, 102d Pennsylvania Volunteers, early 
in the spring of 1864. In May of the same year 
he was detailed from his regiment to again serve 
in the United States Military Telegraph Corps, in 
the War Department at Washington, where he re- 
mained until March, 1865, when he was detailed to 


JOHN А. MCKENNA 


General Grant’s headquarters, City Point, Va., and 
remained at the front until the close of the rebellion. 
Since 1865, Mr. McKenna has been employed by 
the Western Union and American Union Tele- 
graph Companies, and several railroad companies, 
їп various capacities. At present he is train dis- 
patcher on the Lake Superior Division of the 
Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul Railroad, Green 
Bay, Wis. 


WALTER PERKINS, 


Now a prominent actor, was born at Biddeford, 
Me., in 1864. There he learned telegraphy and 
worked for the Boston and Maine К. R. After be- 
coming a first class operator, he found ready em- 
ployment at Boston, New York, Chicago, Kansas 
City and in Texas. While working at 109 State 
street, Boston, he secured his first theatrical en- 
gagement at the Boston Museum. His first engage- 
ment on the road resulted disastrously, the company 
stranding in Texas. Luckily, however, for Mr. 
Perkins, his knowledge of telegraphy enabled him 
at once to procure employment and return to New 


WALTER PERKINS. 


York. Mr. Perkins rapidly developed into an 
eccentric comedian of the Stuart Robson type. 
For one year he had charge of the Omaha, Neb., 
Museum, and was at another time a member of the 
Electrical Doll Comedy Со. Then he was engaged 
by Maggie Mitchell and made a great hit as the 
“ Dancing Gypsy Boy.” Mr. Perkins’ ability as an 
eccentric comedian finally came to the ears of Mr. 
Charles Frohman, thecelebrated theatrical manager 
of New York, who immediately secured him. Mr. 
Perkins has pluckily earned for himself a prominent 
position in the front ranks of histrionic ability. 


TOM O'REILLY, 


Was born and educated in Edinburgh, Scotland, 
and until 1882 was attached to the government 
telegraph department in that city. Не came to 
the States in the summer of that year to assist in 
the development of the Wheatstone system just 
then being introduced by the Western Union Tele- 
graph Company, and was engaged in the main 
office in New York until the memorable roth of 
July, 1883. Mr. О’'КеШуѕ intrepidity and self 
sacrifice during the trying period of the great strike, 
made him one of the most popular men of the pro- 
fession in America. He was comparatively a 
stranger in our midst when the uprising took place, 
but it was not long before every operator knew 
him and he secured hosts of friends. 

When the Senate Committee on Education and 
Labor met in New York, while the strike was in 
progress, Mr. O'Reilly was among the first cited to 
give testimony, and Senator Blair stated at the 
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time that he was one of the most intelligent wit- 
nesses that had ever appeared before the commit- 
tee for examination. 

Some months after the strike, Mr. O'Reilly ac- 
cepted a position with the Bankers and Merchants 
Telegraph Company, at 187 Broadway, New York 
city, where he remained until his appointment as 
general lecturer and organizer for the order of the 
Knights of Labor, one year afterwards. Мг; 
O'Reilly was elected president of the Telegraphers 
Brotherhood, and held the position for two suc- 
cessive terms, until his appointment as editor of 


TOM O’REILLY. 


the Journal of the Knights of Labor, the leading 
labor publication in America, which post he held 
for five years, when he resigned in 1893, to devote 
his entire time to literary work. 

Mr. O’Reilly’s chief characteristics аге self-re- 
liance and immutable determination ; he ts candid 
and straightforward in address, and a ready and 
fluent speaker. He always speaks with a surpris- 
ing degree of animation of the sincere and well 
tried friends he has made among the most promi- 
nent members of the profession of this country. 


RALPH WAINWRIGHT POPE, 


Born at Great Barrington, Mass., August 16, 1844. 
Early in life, Mr. Pope developed a taste for 
mechanics, and having learned the operation of the 
Hughes type-printing telegraph, in 1858, has been 
closely identified with electrical interests during his 
life. He entered the railway service in 1859, but 
owing to the abnormal demand for practical Morse 


RALPH WAINRIGHT POPE. 


telegraphers, caused by the civil war of 1861, he 
soon after became one of the skilled operators on 
the staff of the American Telegraph Company. 
Arduous night work impaired hishealth, and in 1865 
he joined the forceof the Collins Overland Tele- 
graph, spending a year in the wilds of British Colum- 
bia. Upon his return, he again devoted his attention 
to electrical pursuits, and spent ten years in the Gold 
and Stock Telegraph Company’s service. When 
his brother, Franklin L. Pope, assumed the editor- 
ial chair of the Electrician and Electrical Engineer, 
he became his associate, and found a congenial 
field in exercising that literary taste which had 
gradually assumed form during his long connection 
with telegraph interests. While holding this posi- 
tion, he was, in 1885, elected secretary of the 
American Institute of Electrical Engineers, the 
rapid growth of which made it necessary, in 1887, 
that he should devote to it the greater part of his 
attention, which he did at some personal sacrifice, 
hoping in this manner to aid in building up а 
creditable organization. Mr. Pope is still secretary 
of the Institute. In 1888, he established a monthly 
journal called Electric Power, in association with 
his brother, Henry W. Pope, and Mr. George H. 
Stockbridge. At the Chicago Exhibition in 1893, 
he was appointed one of the judges in the depart- 
ment of electricity, and was elected chairman of the 
sub-committee to which was assigned the groups of 
telegraph, telephone, and signalling apparatus. 
He has given much attention to association work, 
and was the organizer of the Telegraphers Protect- 
ive League, and the Gold and Stock Life Insur- 
ance Association. 


274 


О. Р. $. PLUMMER, М. D., 


An old timer, of Portland, Oregon, was born in 
Greenville, Pa., on the 13th of April, 1836. In 
1850, the Pew telegraph line was built through 
Greenville. It extended from Dunkirk, N. Y., to 
Pittsburg, Pa. In 1851, his sister, now Mrs. J. 
Ross Mills, of Rock Island, Ill., taught him to tele- 
graph. Mr. Pew signed P. wherever he was. 
Mr. Plummer could not use his initial, so in his 
boyish wisdom he conceived the idea of signing 
“Plug.” It is said that his peculiar “sign” and 
poor operating gave origin to the term “plug.” 
In thespring of 1852, he was promoted to the man- 
agement of New Castle, Pa., office. 

In the spring of 1853, he was given a position in 
the Speed office, in Cleveland, Ohio, and worked 
on the Buffalo circuit alongside of F. H. Tubbs. 
In March, 1854, he took charge of Rock Island, 
IL, office, and began the study of medicine, and 
graduated from Jefferson Medical College in 1857. 
After practicing medicine a few years, he returned 
to telegraphy, managing for a time the Caton 
offices in Chicago, Alton and Springfield, ПІ. 

Crossing the plains with a mule team in 1863, 
an all summer's job, he entered the service of the 
California State Telegraph Company, in San Fran- 
cisco, and worked the overland wire until in April, 
1864, when connection was completed through to 
Portland, Oregon, and he was made manager of 
the Portland office. Не did all the operating at 
this place until the fall of 1864, when the growth 
of the business—a line having been built to Puget 
Sound—required ап assistant. He managed Port- 
land office two and a half years, and superintended 
the third district (Oregon) of the Pacific division 


of the Western Union Telegraph Company for 
about seven years. He left the service about 
twenty years ago, when he again took up the prac- 
tice of medicine and managing his drug business, 
and has for the past ten years devoted his entire 
time to the latter. Mr. Plummer has been elected 
twice to the state legislature and once to the city 
council. Не is a prominent Mason and Shriner, 
and for several years elder in the Fourth Presby- 
terian church. 
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WILLIAM К. PLUM, 


Was born in Massillon, Ohio, March 24, 1845, 
whence his parents removed during his infancy, to 
Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio, where he learned telegraphy 
during a summer vacation of the high school he 
was attending, about 1859. In 1860, he took charge 
of his first office at Atwater, Ohio, where he was 
principally engaged in telegraphing for the Cleve- 
land and Pittsburgh Railroad Company. During 
the nine months that he was there, he learned to 
read by sound so well that he was given charge of 
the telegraph office at the headquarters of that 
railroad in Cleveland, Ohio. In February, 1862, 
he went to the Western Unton Telegraph office, 
and applied to Captain Anson Stager for service in 
the Military Telegraph Corps of the army. Captain 
Stager looked down upon him and said: “ Oh, по, 
I can’t hire you to go down there, you are too 
little.” Thereupon master Plum, without the 
knowledge of Captain Stager, telegraphed to his 
subordinate superintendent, Captain Samuel Bruch, 
who had never seen Plum and knew nothing about 
him, tendering his services as a military telegrapher. 
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Captain Bruch, of course unaware of Stager’s 
refusal, and being in great need of such help re- 
plied requesting Plum to start that night for Louis- 
ville, which he did, although upon wiring his father 
of his plans he was advised to come home and go 
to school. He opened the first office that was es- 
tablished in Columbia, Kentucky, escaping capture 
en route by Captain John Morgan, by a few hours. 
From thence he went to Lebanon Junction, a re- 
peating station, thence temporarily during an 
emergency arising out of a threatened attack upon 
Frankfort, to the capital city ; thence to Nashville, 
where he worked nine months, including six weeks 
when the Confederate and Federal armies were in 
Kentucky, and Nashville was virtually besciged ; 
thence to the field of General Gordon Granger's 
headquarters ; thence to General Rosecrans’ head- 
quarters, where in а few days he volunteered to go 
to Vicksburg, as telegrams had come urging the 
necessity of more operators, but he was stopped at 
Columbus, Kentucky, where the operator was dying 
of small-pox, and took charge of that office for a 
few wecks, when he was made manager of the line 
from Nashville by way of Clarkville, Fort Donelson 
and Fort Henry, to Smithland and Paducah, Ку, 
with headquarters at Fort Donelson. In about 
nine months, at his request, he was sent to the 
front at General George H. Thomas’ headquarters 
at Chattanooga, expecting to go with the general 
in the march to Atlanta, but was detained at Chat- 
tanooga until the army had reached the Chattahoo- 
chee river, where he joined General Thomas’ head- 
quarters, and was made manager of the Atlanta 
city office when the city was captured. Upon the 
evacuation of the city he took charge of General 
Thomas’ office, and continued in charge in the field 
and elsewhere until the close of the war. He was 
in the battles of Jonesboro, Ga., and Nashville, 
Tenn., with the general. Of course, during all of 
his service he held one or more cipher keys, and 
during the latter part of the war while with General 
Thomas, he held one of only four or five cipher 
keys of that especial kind in existence. At the 
close of the war he went to New Haven, Conn., to 
a business college, where he remained some little 
time, and then obtained the night management of 
the New Haven Telegraph office, attending law 
school during all of the two years that he was in 
the Western Union office. Upon graduating, in 
1867, he resigned and went to Chicago to practice 
law, where he has been engaged tn that profession 
ever since. He has taken a leading part in many 
important cases, two of which occupied three 
weeks, another four weeks, and another six weeks 
in the trial thereof. About 1879, he began collect- 
ing data for his ‘ History of the Military Telegraph 
Corps of the War of the Rebellion,” which was 


completed and published in two octavo volumes in 
A. D. 1881. He was married in 1867, and hasa fine 
residence in one of the suburbs of Chicago. For 
fourteen years he has been each year unanimously 
elected president of the Society of the United 
States Military Telegraph Corps. 


CHARLES PETERSEN, 


Of Honesdale, Pa, was born at Copenhagen, 
Denmark, November 15th, 1826. Having re- 
ceived a good common school education, at the 
age of fourteen he was entered as an apprentice to 
learn the trade of a watchmaker, with his father. 
He participated in the Revolution of 1849, at 
Vienna, and when the government troops took 
possession of the city, left for Switzerland. In 
1851, he came to New York, and soon after located 
in Honesdale, Pa., in the jewelry trade. 

In 1858, Mr. Petersen became identified with a 
movement for rebuilding the old Cornell telegraph 
line, which sixteen years before had been operated 
between Carbondale, гга Honesdale, to Narrows- 
burg and New York, and in 1862, by permission of 
chief engincer R. F. Lord, of the Delaware and 
Hudson Canal Company, he built the first line that 
company owned along the canal between Hones- 
dale and Rondout. He afterwards extended the 
lines along their railroads, and has ever since held 
the position of superintendent of the telegraph de- 
partınent of that company, in the canal department, 
and on the Pennsylvania Railroad division of their 
railway system. 

The Honesdale Bell Telephone Company was 
organized in August, 1882, and Mr. Petersen be- 
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came its superintendent, which position he also 
still retains. Mr. Petersen has also occupied a 
prominent place in official and social life in Hones- 
dale, where he has so long resided. He served 
one term as chief burgess of the town, and has 
frequently been a member of the Board of Coun- 
cilmen. He has been connected with the Masonic 
order since 1854. He has been a vestryman for 
many years of Grace Episcopal Church, and ts held 
in general respect for his integrity and uprightness 
of character. 


WILLIAM EDGAR PEIRCE, 


Of Washington, D. C., was born in Newark, N. J., 
January 18th, 1857. He learned telegraphy at the 
Morris and Essex Railroad depot in that city. His 
first office was with the Atlantic and Pacific Tele- 
graph Company, in a hotel in Newark, N. J., where 
he rapidly improved, and was soon appointed man- 
ager for that company at Keyport, N. J., where 
he remained until the consolidation of the Atlantic 
and Pacific with the Western Union Telegraph 
Company. After this he was for three years oper- 
ator and inspector for the Automatic Fire and 
Burglar Alarm Company, of New York. Не left 
them to accept a position with the Western Union 
Telegraph Company, at 195 Broadway, New York, 
in 1878. From there he accepted a position as 
press operator for the New England Associated 
Press, at Norwich, Conn. This is one of the 
busiest wires running out of New York: Не held 
this position for seven months, leaving on account 
of poor health, in 1883. He accepted a position 
with the Western Union Telegraph Company, at 


Philadelphia, which he lost when the memorable 
strike occurred in that year. His next regular posi- 
tion was after the strike, with the Western Union 
Telegraph Company, at Washington, D. C., where 
he still remains. Mr. Peirce is a well known and 
respected member of the craft, as well as an ener- 
getic business man. He is interested in several 
outside enterprises. He has traveled extensively 
both in America and abroad. 


EDWARD J. PENDER, 


Now with Henry Allen and Company, brokers, 
New York, was born May 3rd, 1867, in New York 
city. He learned telegraphy at 195 Broadway, 
New York, while acting in the capacity of check 
boy, where he became an operator. He later 
worked for the Baltimore and Ohio Telegraph 
Company, in New York, as operator, and for the 
past seven years he has been with the above firm. 


JAMES DOUGLAS REID, 


United States Consul at Dunfermline, Scotland, 
was born in Edinburgh, Scotland, March 22, 1819. 
In 1834, his father, Hugh Carnegie Reid, who was 
an architect, emigrated with his family to Toronto, 
Canada, and in the fall of 1837, at the opening of 
the Canadian rebellion, the subject of this sketch 
went to Rochester, N. Y., where he found employ- 
ment with Henry O'Reilly, postmaster of that city. 
It was under the acquaintance of Mr. O’Reilly, thus 
formed, that whenin 1845 Mr. O’Reilly completed 
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JAMES DOUGLAS REID. 


his contract with the Morse раѓепіссѕ for the con- 
struction of western telegraph lines, he selected Mr. 
Reid as his first assistant. In August of that year, 
1845, Mr. Reid took charge of the construction of 
the initial telegraph line between Lancaster and 
Harrisburg, Pa. Becoming soon after acquainted 
with, and often meeting Professor Morse and his 
agent, Hon. Amos Kendall, a strong mutual attach- 
ment followed, which led to Mr. Reid's appointment 
as superintendent of the Magnetic Telegraph Com- 
pany, extending from New York to Washington, 
in addition to the superintendency of the Atlantic 
and Ohio Telegraph Company, by which name the 
first line from Philadelphia to Pittsburgh was first 
known. The latter company was eminently success- 
ful from the start, and paid good dividends, that 
Mr. Reid was appointed successively superintend- 
ent of the Lake Erie, Pittsburgh and Louisville, 
Ohio and Mississippi, and finally of the telegraph 
lines to New Orleans, and all known and for some 
time working together as the National Lines. As 
far as data can be found, it seems to be conclusive 
that Mr. Reid was the first duly appointed telegraph 
superintendent of a commercial telegraph line in 
either America or Europe. In 1856, when the 
process of absorption of the telegraph lines by the 
Western Union Telegraph Company became gen- 
eral, Mr. Reid was appointed superintendent of the 
New York, Albany and Buffalo Telegraph Com- 
pany, which soon after, through negotiations of 
Mr. Reid, became part of the Western Union Tele- 
graph system. In 1865, the United States Tele- 
graph Company was organized with William Orton 
as president and James D. Reid, secretary, but 


only to be absorbed a year or two later, by the 
Western Union Telegraph Company, into whose 
service Mr. Reid again entered, and at Mr. Orton's 
request and suggestion became editor of the Jour- 
nal of the Telegraph, so named by Mr. Reid, and 
which he successfully conducted for several years. 
One of the first uses he made of it was to organize 
the Telegraphers Mutual Benefit Association, now 
a prosperous life insurance association for the 
benefit of the telegraph profession, and of which he 
was the first president. In 1877, Mr. Reid pub- 
lished his first edition of the “ Telegraph іп 
America,” and the second edition of this work made 
its appearance ten years later. On October 16th, 
1889, through the influence of Andrew Carnegie, 
who for some time served under him at Pittsburgh, 
as a messenger boy, Mr. Reid was appointed by 
President Harrison consul at Dunfermline, Scot- 
land, which office he still retains under President 
Cleveland, and with it all the vivacity of his younger 
days. Mr. Reid is the most beloved member of 
the telegraphic profession to-day; his gentle and 
kind attributes have endeared him to all, and as 
the “ Grand Old Man” of the telegraph, his name 
will ever be associated with the telegraph itself. 


H. D. ROGERS, 


Of the Rogers Manifold and Carbon Paper Com- 
pany, 75 Maiden lane, New York, was born in Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio, in 1834, and after acquiring an edu- 
cation, entered the commission house of which his 
uncle was the head. He afterwards succeeded to 
the business, continuing in it until it developed 
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into one of the largest in the wholesale grocery 
trade in his native city. He retired to engage in 
other work to which he had given much time and 
study, that of improvements in telegraph and elec- 
trical instruments. Mr. Rogers was active in the 
construction of private telegraph lines, and was 
president of the Municipal and Counting House 
Telegraph Company, the first company of the kind 
in the west. He established private lines of his 
own, and had grants from the City Council for the 
erection of poles in the streets for that purpose, 
and was the inventor of dial and printing telegraph 
instruments, and also underground wires and 
cables. Mr. Rogers was the first applicant on 
record in the west for the right to put in the streets 
of Cincinnati underground conduits for electrical 
use, etc. He also experimented with and intro- 
duced manifold paper into successful use while he 
was agent of the Gold and Stock Telegraph 
Company at Cincinnati. The company, after ex- 
amining this new method, ordered all forms 
of this kind to be printed; thus encouraged, 
he applied for a patent for printing blank forms 
in a letter press, as well as printing them in 
the regular way on a steam press, and when 
bound, the leaves were made to register perfectly. 
Its success was so great, that Mr. Rogers devoted 
all his best efforts for the last twenty-five years to 
making improvements in the process of manifold- 
ing. The Rogers Manifold and Carbon Paper 
Company is the leading house engaged in this 
specialty. Mr. Rogers is a gentleman of experience 
and ability, and has found time to devote his 
leisure hours to experimenting in electricity, and 
with his brother has taken out as many as twenty 
patents, exclusive of patents for all of the many im- 
portant devices used in their business. The business 
relations which Mr. Rogers has so long enjoyed 
with press associations, telegraph and railroad com- 
panies, has made his name popular and familiar 
with all. 


HENRY A. REED, 


Secretary and treasurer of the Bishop Gutta-Percha 
Company, New York, is a well known old time 
telegrapher. He was born at Carmel, N. Y., Feb- 
ruary 11th, 1829. Не learned telegraphy while 
teaching the Carmel village school, in 1849, and 
took charge of the office in that village July rst, of 
that year. In March, 1850, he opened at Croton 
Falls the first office on the Harlem Railroad. On 
July ist, 1850, he took charge of the office at Hud- 
son, N. Y. In 1851, he opened the offices at 
Valatie and Red Hook, N. Y., which were under 
his supervision. In July, 1852, he was appointed 
operator in the New York office of the New York, 


Albany and Buffalo Telegraph Company, at 2% 
Wall street. In March, 1853, he took charge of 


the office at Poughkeepsie, N. Y. He opened a 
book store at that point in 1856, in which the tele- 


graph office was located until 1866. For seventeen 
years he was constantly in the employ of the New 
York, Albany and Buffalo Telegraph Company, 
until its absorption by the Western Union Tele- 
graph Company. Walter C. Humstone, superin- 
tendent of the Western Union Telegraph Company, 
New York, Ham. Fitchett, and several other West- 
ern Union operators, received their first lessons in 
the art from Mr. Reed. Mr. Reed was acting 
superintendent from New York to Buffalo, vice F. 
H. Palmer, while the latter was engaged in laying 
a cable from Nova Scotia to Newfoundland, Іп 
the summer of 1856. Poughkeepsie was the home 
of Professor Morse, and Mr. Reed’s office was the 
professor’s headquarters. In 1876, Mr. Reed sold 
out his book establishment and was soon afterwards 


HENRY A. REED. 


employed as expert in preparing for the estate of 
the late Mrs. Bishop a defence to an anticipated 
suit for infringement. This suit was settled through 
Mr. Reed’s agency, and Mrs. Bishop obtained sole 
right to manufacture under the patent. After the 


“death of Mrs. Bishop, Mr. Reed was employed by 


her executor to settle the estate organize a company 
and continue the business for the benefit of the 
Bishop heirs, all of whom were ladies. This com- 
pany was formed July, 1885. Mr. Reed was first 
secretary, then manager, and at present is also 
treasurer. Under his management the pay roll and 
sales have been multiplied by three or тоге. Мг. 
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Reed was for several years on the executive com- 
mittee and for three years on the house committee 
of the Electric Club, and is known all over this 
country as a high and reliable authority on all kinds 
of electric cables. He planned the first cables which 
were successful in carrying high currents under- 
ground in New York; all cables used by the 
government in electric buoy work, and is consulted 
by nearly every government on special work of 
this character. 


MILAN W. RUSSELL, 


Of New York, was born in Flint, Mich. He began 
his telegraphic career in the train dispatcher’s office 
of the Flint and Pere Marquette Railway Company, 
East Saginaw, Mich., in 1871, where he remained 
until 1874. He then went to Mount Clemens and 
Detroit Junction, for the Grand Trunk Railway. 
In the winter of 1875-6, he was in the general ma- 
naver's office, Chicago and West Michigan Rail- 
road, at Muskegon, Mich. From there he went to 
Toledo, O., where he entered the Western Union 
Telegraph Company's service, and remained until 
the strike of 1883, Не was master workman of 
the brotherhood there and did not return to work 
for the Western Union Telegraph Company until 
the summer of 1884. During the intervening time 
he worked in newspaper offices, and later with the 
Iron Mountain Railway at Knobel, Ark., as circuit 
manager. He went with the Western Union Tele- 
graph Company in St. Louis, Mo., 1884, and was 
soon after made manager of their Globe Democrat 
office. The following year he was sent to Galves- 
ton, Tex.,as night chief for the same company, and 
returned to St. Louis the next spring, and was 


placed in charge of the Wheatstone department. 
A few months later he was made all night chief, 
which position he held one year, and was then pro- 
moted to assistant night chief, and retained that 
position until he was compelled to resign оп ac- 
count of ill health; he returned later to the same 
office, as relieving chief and operator, until spring 
of 1891, when he came to New York, as editor of 
the Telegraph Age. Не became one of the pro- 
prietors of this journal, January 15, 1893. Не re- 
sold everything to J. B. Taltavall the following 
summer and went back to telegraphing at 195 
Broadway, and later accepted the position on the 
editorial staff of the War Cry, the official gazette 
of the Salvation Army, of which he had been a 
member for some time, and where he still remains, 
Mr. Russell conceived the idea of Zelegraphers of 
To-day, which was successfully carried out by John 
B. Taltavall. 


L. M. RHEEM, 


Of Omaha, manager of the American District 
Telegraph, began his telegraphic career with the 
Chicago, Burlington and Quincy railroad, at Chart- 
ton, Ia., in 1867. He picked up his first knowledge 
of the business while acting as a railroad clerk. 
In 1870, he went to Council Bluffs to take the 
Associated Press report, and three years later he was 
made manager of the office. 

In 1874 he went to Omaha, and after a few 
months he was appointed manager for the Atlantic 
and Pacific Telegraph Company. With the ех- 
ception of a few months in Denver in 1876, he 
remained there until the company was absorbed 
by the Western Union іп1877. Aftera year in the 
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hotel business he became manager of the American 
Union office. He transferred his services to the 
Western Union in 1881, remaining its manager 
until 1885, when he embarked in the American 
District Telegraph. Не was lately appointed 
electrician of the city of Omaha. 


COE D. REED, 


Chief operator of the New York, Lake Erie and 
Western Railroad, New York, was born in Mount 
Hope, Orange County, N. Y., June 22nd, 1853. 
He commenced his business career as a newsboy. 
After a year and a half of this service he left to go 
in the office to assist his father, who was agent, 
operator and post-master at Tobyhanna, Pa., where 
he learned telegraphy, working extra in nearly 
every office on the southern division. In 1867, he 
opened the first office in Washington, N. J., on the 
Morris and Essex Railroad, where he remained 
nearly five years. This being the junction point 
between that and the Delaware, Lackawanna and 
Western Railroads made it a very busy and impor- 
tant office. During the last two years he acted as 
ticket agent and operator. In 1872, he entered 
the employ of the Erie Railroad Company, as night 
Operator, at Middletown, N. Y. Several months 
later he was transferred to the testing office, at 
Jersey City. He remained there until October, 
1872, when he was transferred to the general offices, 
at that time located in the Grand Opera House. 
He was appointed chief operator in 1882, succeed- 
ing Mr. J. D. Sampson, a prominent and much 
esteemed operator, who died in June of that year. 


Mr. Reed is extremely popular and well liked by 
everyone. He is agentof the Telegraphers Mutual 
Benefit Association for his road. 


EDWARD ROSEWATER, 


Editor and proprietor of the Omaha Bee, an old 
time telegrapher, is a native of Bohemia. He en- 
tered upon his career as a telegrapher at Cincin- 
nati in 1858. In 1859, he accepted a position on 
the Southwestern Telegraph Company's line in 
Tennessee, and in the fall of that year he was trans- 
ferred to Stevenson, Ala., then an important rail- 
way repeating station. In the spring of 1861, he 
was assigned to the commercial office at Nashville, 
where he remained until that city capitulated to the 
Union army under General Buell. He tendered 
his services to Thomas A. Scott, then assistant 
secretary of war. Thirty days later he formally 
enlisted in the United States Military Telegraph 
Corps, at Wheeling, and accompanied General 
Fremont through his entire West Virginia cam- 
paign. In July, 1862, he was ordered to Washing- 
ton and stationed for four weeks in the navy yard, 
then commanded by Commodore Dahlgren. When 
General Pope was assigned to the command of the 
army of Virginia, Rosewater made application at 
the war office to accompany him in the field. He 
was thereupon appointed as one of the staff oper- 
ators and remained with General Pope throughout 
the campaign from Warrington to Culpepper and 
the Rapidan, and back again across the Rappahan- 
nock. During the three days’ engagement at Bull 
Run, he transmitted all of General Pope's dis- 
patches from the battle field. On September ist, 
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1862, he was recalled to Washington and assigned 
to duty inthe War Department. In the fall of 1863, 
he resigned from the Military Telegraph Corps 
and moved to Omaha, where he was for seven 
years manager of the Pacific Telegraph and West- 
ern Union Companies. In 1871, he severed his 
connection from the telegraph service and entered 
upon his career as editor and publisher of the Bee, 
of which he was the founder, and is now the chief 
proprietor. Mr. Rosewater has also taken an ac- 
tive interest in everything pertaining to the pro- 
fession of his boyhood and early manhood. He 
was vice-president of the society of the Military 
Telegraph Corps, during one term, and has beena 
member of the Congressional committee of that 
society ever since its organization. Mr. Rosewater 
was president of the Old Timers Association in 


1892. 


ELMER ELLSWORTH RITTENHOUSE, 


Born in New York city, June oth, 1861. Attended 
public schools in Jersey City and elsewhere, and 
took a course in the business college at the Wyom- 
ing Seminary, Kingston, Pa. He learned telegraphy 
while acting as messenger at the office of the 
Central Railroad of New Jersey, at Dunellen, N. J., 
and after working a short time as operator for the 
Pennsylvania Railroad, entered the service of the 
New York Elevated Railroad, at the age of 17, as 
agent and operator, where he served three years. 
He next entered the service of the Western Union 
Telegraph Company, at 195 Broadway, and later 
served that company at other points. In October, 


1882, he was engaged by the Mexican National 
Railroad, which was then building north from the 
city of Mexico, visited Cuba, Yucatan, and Vera 
Cruz on his way to Mexico. Remained with this 
company a year and returned to the states overland 
on horseback with three companions. Some of the 
very interesting experiences of this party in the 
interior of Mexico, were published in the daily 
papers and the Operator at the time. From 1884 
to 1888, he held different positions in the telegraph 
and transportation department of the Denver and 
Rio Grande Railroad, leaving that company while 
holding the position of assistant to the train master 
at Pueblo, Colo., to accept the position of chief 
clerk of the transportation department of the Colo- 
rado Midland Railroad. In 1890, he was made 
superintendent of telegraph for this company, and 
in December, 1892, the duties of division superin- 
tendent were added. Is a member of the Associa- 
tion of Railway Telegraph Superintendents. 
Married, has three children. 


GEORGE E. REILY, 


Of Washington, D. C., was born in Minneapolis, 


Minn., February 5, 1862. In 1864, his parents 
removed to Harrisburg, Pa., where in 1876, he en- 
tered the service of the Pennsylvania Railroad 
Company, as messenger. After learning telegraphy, 
he worked at their important offices until May, 
1883, when he accepted a position with the 
American Rapid Telegraph Company, at Harris- 
burg. He was employed by the United Press 
from 1884 to 1890, taking their report in that city. 
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He then went to Washington, 1). C., forthe West- battle agiinst the Bell Telephone Company, after 


ern Union Telegraph Company. While there he 
passed a civil service examination and was ap- 
pointed to a clerkship in the Pension Bureau, June 
8, 1892, where he is at present. 


GEORGE FREDERICK SHAVER, 


I:xcels in two qualities; his genial disposition and 
his inventive genius. He was born at Ripley, 
Chautauqua co., New York, November 4th, 1855, 
and lived and was educated at his birth place. He 
began to develop his inventive genius when only 
ten years of age. Any needed improvement in a 
mechanical device acted as a loadstone to him and 
monopolized his attention until he had solved the 
problem. His inventions include a sled propeller, 
a self bailing life boat, a snow plow, a telephone 
transmitter, an automatic mail bag catch, an elec- 
tric type writer, a spiral screw driver, and many 
others. His most important work, however, has 
been in connection with the telephone. Quitting 
the telegraph field where he was employed for 
many years as operator, in 1879 he commenced 
with the Acoustic telephone, and it is safe to say 
the credit for perfecting that instrument rests en- 
tirely with Mr. Shaver. He, through many years 
of persistent experiment, evolved the molecular tele- 
phone, the most perfect instrument for transmitting 
speech for short distances known to modern science. 
Then later the invention of the Shaver magneto- 
electric telephone and the duplex patent, where 
by both mechanical and electrical telephony is 
carried on simultaneously over the same wire. 
Commodore Shaver was the first to take up the 


the expiration of Bell’s first patent, opening his 
first exchange at McKeesport, Pa., on March 7th, 
1893. The success of this exchange was instan- 
taneous. He is very fond of athletic sports and 1s 
a great yachtsman, being commodore of the Corin- 
thian Yacht Club, of Yonkers. He is a member of 
the New York Athletic Club, the Palisades Boat 
Club, the Yonkers Canoe Club, and the Magnetic 
Club. 


ROBERT JAMES SHEEHY, 


A prominent telegraph and electrical inventor, of 
New York, was born in Ireland, October 3rd, 1842. 
He came with his parents to America in 1847, who 
returned to Ireland again a year later on account 
of his father’s poor health. In 1854, he returned 
again to America with his father who had fully re- 
covered. Мг. Sheehy’s first connection with the 
telegraph was in the fall of 1854, when he carried 
messages. In 1861, he began line construction, 
and since that time has been connected with mat- 
ters electrical up to the present time, in one capac- 
ity or another, such as line builder, repairer, in- 
spector, tester, instrument repairer, etc. In 1876, 
he opened a small experimental shop and con- 
structed some apparatus of his own invention. Іп 
1878, he engaged with the New England agents of 
the Telegraph Supply Company, to handle the 
Brush electric lighting apparatus. They formed а 
company and Mr. Sheehy was made superintend- 
ent. Inthe introduction and installation of this 
apparatus, Mr. Sheehy had to educate all those 
handling the same, as he was the only person at 
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that time familiar with electrical machinery. He 
resigned the superintendency in 1882, and accepted 
an agency from the Brush Electric Company, for 
southern territory. The failure of the Brush stor- 
age battery made the venture an unprofitable one. 
Mr. Sheehy then patented a complete system of 
electric lighting. апа again took up the line of im- 
provements in telegraph instruments, electric mo- 
tors, dynamos, torpedoes, etc. Since 1868, he has 
had practical experiences with the development 
and introduction of almost all of the electrical 
appliances now in use. 


OSCAR W. STAGER, 


Transportation master Philadelphia and Reading 
Railroad, is a bright example of the American 
spirit. Hecommenced at the bottom of the ladder, 
as a messenger, and step by step, he has by un- 
tiring care and watchfulness over the interests en- 
trusted to him, mounted the ladder of success and 
fame. 

He was born in Schuylkill Haven, Pa., March 
roth, 1849, and was educated in the public schools 
of that place. At the age of fifteen years he en- 
tered the service of the Philadelphia, Reading and 
Pottsville Telegraph Company, as a messenger 
boy, and a year later was given a position as a 
junior clerk in the coal way-bill office at his native 
town, advancing to the highest graded place in the 
third year. 

While there, he continued his studies in tele- 
graphy, and accepted a position as night operator 
at a small way-station. He was entirely without 
influence, but his efficiency and zeal in the dis- 


charge of responsible duties soon brought him to 
the notice of the superintendent, who was not slow 
to recognize his worth, and who successively pro- 
moted him through all the varied positions of the 
railroad telegraph service—including train-running 
—till 1870, when he was given the position of man- 
ager of the company’s telegraph offices in Phil- 
adelphia, and one of his first official acts was to 
consolidate several branch offices by centering the 
business in one general office, located at 204 5. 
4th street, and combining the railroad and com- 
mercial work, securing not only better service, but 
flattering economical results. While here he early 
saw the advantages of an alliance with the West- 
ern Union Telegraph Company, and was the first 
to suggest a consolidation with that company. In 
1877, occurred the great miner’s and railroad strike, 
which for a time threatened to block all trade and 
communication, and indeed, it was no small task to 
early gather reports and news іп a region peopled 
with striking and turbulent employees; it is suffic- 
ient for the purposes of this sketch to relate that 
the management complimented Mr. Stager for the 
clear and thorough summary of the situation com- 
piled and presented day after day till the labor 
trouble ended. 

In 1880, Mr. Stayer was appointed superintend- 
ent of the Philadelphia, Reading and Pottsville 
Telegraph Company, with headquarters at Read- 
ing, Pa., which position he held seven years and 
proved himself a capable and efficient executive. 
He was one of the very first telegraph superintend- 
ents to perceive the advantage to be derived by 
substituting copper ¿ize wires for the standard No. 
9 iron wires, and supplied them to all the new lines 
built. In 1881, during his residence in Reading, 
Mr. Stager,with other friends,established an electric 
light and power plant, which to-day ts considered 
the finest in inland Pennsylvania. In 1587, gen- 
eral manager McLeod placed Mr. Stager on his 
staff as assistant superintendent of the main lines 
centering in Philadelphia. This was followed by 
another promotion,when in 1890, president McLeod 
appointed him transportation master of the Read- 
ing system. When the Central Railroad of New 
Jersey, and Lehigh Valley Railroads were oper 
ated under lease to the Reading, Mr. Stager as- 
sumed full charge of the largest railroad equipment 
in the world and handled it so skillfully as to excite 


the admiration of managers of other great carrying 
lines, 


WILLIAM WILEY SMITH. 


Born September, 1837, in Indiana; 1853. messen- 
ger boy in Louisville, Ky., telegraph office ; 1854, 
batteryman іп Louisville, and assistant operator at 
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WILLIAM WILEY SMITH. 


Madison, [nd ; 1855, operator for National Tele- 
graph Company, at Cincinnati; 1856, operator for 
New Orleans and Ohio Company, at Louisville ; 
1857, assistant chief operator for Western Union 
Telegraph Company, at Cincinnati, until Septem- 
ber, 1859; then superintendent telegraph, Indian- 
apolis, Cincinnati, and Lafayette Railroad for eight 
years, then for three years, vice-president of same 
company. Then for two years was vice-president 
of Indianapolis Belt Railway Company. 

From 1875 to 1880 was with Western Union 
Telegraph Company, at Indianapolis. Then super- 
intendent for Central Union Telephone Company, 
and its predecessors in southern portion of Indiana, 
until 1884, when he became .connected with the 
Missouri and Kansas Telephone Company, where 
he now is as superintendent and secretary, and 
located at Kansas City, Mo. Was married, June, 
1861, to Elizabeth Gable, in Charlestown, Ind., and 
has two sons, Charles Sidney Smith, now living in 
Spokane, Washington, and Rowland Smith now in 
Kansas City. 


J. ELLIOT SMITH. 


Superintendent of Fire Alarm Telegraphs and 
Electrical Appliances, New York city, was born at 
Northfield, Vermont, and received his early educa- 
tion at the select school there and at the Vermont 
seminary, in Newbury. 

Nearer 60 than 50 years of age, his military 
bearing and stalwart figure give him the appear- 
ance of a much younger man. 


He learned the art of telegraphy under Professor 
Moses G. Farmer, the original inventor of the 
Fire Alarm telegraph system, at that time super- 
intendent of the Boston and Montreal telegraph 
line At the breaking out of the war, he was 
cashier of the transportation department of the 
Boston and Lowell Railroad, which position he 
resigned to join General Butlers New Orleans 
expedition. On the arrival of the Federal army at 
New Orleans, he was appointed military superin- 
tendent of the Department of the Gulf, in charge and 
management of all telegraph lines, including those of 
the police and fire alarm. Owing to the lack of tele- 
graph supplies and material and the refusal of the 
operators to serve under the Federal authority and 
to the fact that the telegraph lines in that district had 


J. ELLIOT SMITH. 


been almost completely destroyed by the Confeder- 
ate authorities, the work of reconstruction and 
Operation was of the greatest difficulty, but was 
carried out with a rapidity and success most satis- 
factory tothe general commanding. These systems 
remained under Mr. Smith’s management until 
turned over to the civil authorities at the close 
of the war. 

There are few men in the electrical field with 
broader views, wider experience and more progress- 
ive tendencies than J. Elliot Smith. 

Equipped with an extended experience in the 
telegraph business, he entered the department in 
1873, was made chief operator in September of the 
same year, assistant superintendent in 1879, and 
superintendent, February rst, 1880. His constant 
study has been to add to the teleyraph system 
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every Improvement in methods and apparatus 
tending to benefit the service. Asa result, New 
York city’s fire alarm system and service are second 
to none in the world. 

Long before the building of the present extensive 
subway system in New York, the fire department 
subways were carrrying and protecting mile after 
mile of fire alarm wires, and the first foot of under- 
ground cable laid in the present public subways 
was laid under the personal superintendence and 
instructions of Superintendent Smith, for the fire 
department. From that time until now not less 
than nine hundred miles of the wires of the fire 
department have been placed underground, out of 
sight and out of danger. | 

In perfecting the electrical apparatus and devices, 
his own inventions have been numerous and valu- 
able, and a number of them were promptly adopted 
by other cities; among which is the method of 
transmission of fire alarms from street signal boxes 
direct to the several engine and truck companies, 
whereby the signals reach the companies within 
зо seconds from the start from boxes; the com- 
bination signal lamp-posts—ornamental in their 
usefulness—making use of street Jamp-posts for 
signal posts with red lights, and the multiple signal 
boxes in all public school buildings, enabling a 
signal to be sent out for fire, police or an ambu- 
lance. 

Superintendent Smith’s office and the telegraph 
department are located in the new handsome fire 
department headquarters building, in 67th street, 
near Third avenue. This building was erected 
especia'ly for the department and the transfer of 
the system was made by Superintendent Smith in 
1887. It was a work of great magnitude and on 
its completion Mr. Smith was complimented and 
thanked in a resolution of the Board of Com- 


missioners. 


DAY K. SMITH, 


President of the Duluth Transfer Railway Com- 
pany, Duluth, Minn., was born in Chicago, IN., 
January 16, 1845. His father was a telegraph 
operator at Chicago, along in the forties. Mr. Day 
K. Smith’s first telegraphic work was in 1857, at 
Charlestown, Ill., afterwards he served at Pulaski, 
Du Quoin, Centralia, Monee, and Clifton, Ilinois, 
for the Illinois Central; Wilmington, Dwight and 
Towanda, Illinois, for the Chicago & Alton; at 
Chenoa, Illinois, for the Chicago & Alton and 
Toledo, Peoria and Warsaw; at Chicago, III., for 
the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific; at Cheyenne, 
Wyo., for the Union Pacific; at Bloomington, IHl., 
for the Illinois & Mississippi Telegraph Company, 
and in the army of the Tennessee, in the employ 


of the government, under Captains Van Duser, 
Fuller and Gross, in the various capacities of oper- 
ator, freight and ticket agent, and train dispatcher, 

He was appointed assistant superintendent at 
the age of twenty-two. Having served since that 
time as railway superintendent on the Port Huron 
& Lake Michigan, Toledo, Peoria & Warsaw, St. 
Paul, Minneapolis & Manitoba, Union Pacific, 
Illinois, Midland and the Kansas City Belt railway 
companies; occupying his present position since 
April, 1892. Не also acted as superintendent of 


DAY K. SMITH. 


telegraph for the Western Union company, іп соп- 
nection with his duties as railway superintendent, 
on the Illinois Midland, and the Toledo, Peoria 
& Warsaw railways, and was for two years in the 
gencral passenger and ticket departments of the 
Port Huron and Lake Michigan, International & 
Great Northern, and Michigan Central railways. 

The first school he ever entered was the railway 
office where he learned telegraphy, and has never 
been in any school of any kind since. His health 
as a boy kept him from attending any. 


FRANK W. SABOLD, 


Was born in Montgomery county, Pa., February 
25th, 1857. Не entered the telegraph service 11 
1871, at the age of fourteen, as operator at Boyer 
town, Pa., with the Philadelphia and Reading 
Railroad Company. He was soon transferred by 
that company to Philadelphia. Later he engaged 
successively with the Pennsylvania Railroad Com- 
pany, the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company, 
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FRANK W. SABOLD. 


the Franklin Telegraph and Western Union Tele- 
graph companies, Southern and Atlantic, and Atlan- 
tic and Pacific Telegraph companies, working at 
the key in New York, Philadelphia, Washington, 
Pittsburgh, Cincinnati and various intermediate 
places. From Cincinnati, in 1877, he was ap- 
pointed manager for the Atlantic апа Pacific 
Telegraph Company, at Parker, Pa., an important 
town in the “Oil country ” at that time. When the 
Atlantic and Pacific Telegraph Company was ab- 
sorbed by the Western Union Telegraph Company, 
inthe latter part of 1877, Mr. Sabold went west, 
working at the key for the Western Union Com- 
pany at various places, including Columbus, Cin- 
cinnati, Chicago, St. Louis, Kansas City, Omaha, 
and Cheyenne, and later, also in New York. 
While in the New York office, in 1880, he was ap- 
pointed manager for the American Union Com- 
pany, at Indianapolis, and after that company 
closed its doors in 1881, he was appointed manager 
for the Western Union Company, at Albany, N. Y., 
occupying that position until 1891. Mr. Sabold is 
now the general manager of the Westchester 
Telephone Company, with principal office at 
Yonkers, М. Y. 


WILLIAM A. SAWYER, 


Of Waterbury, Conn., was born in New Haven, 
Conn., November 11, 1857, and entered the tele- 
graph service as a messenger for the Western Union 
Telegraph Company, іп 1870. He became manager 


forthe Mutual Union Telegraph Company, at Water- 
bury, Conn., on their opening their lines for com- 
mercial business, and he remained with them until 
absorbed, doing a large amount of business for the 
opposition. Onthe Mutual Union’s death he or- 
ganized the Waterbury District Telegraph Com- 
pany, one of the most successful district systems 
in the United States, having an extensive night 
watchmen’s and burglar alarm plant, besides doing 
a phenomenal messenger service. Originally this 
company was operated in connection with the Ameri- 
can Rapid Telegraph Company, and later with the 


WILLIAM A. SAWYER. 


Bankers and Merchants. In 1887, Mr. Sawyer 
transferred the company from the opposition 
to the Western Union Telegraph Company, still 
maintaining, however, a separate office, until Janu- 
ary 1st, 1894, when both companies moved into 
one office under his management. The Waterbury 
Company is now а part of the American District 
Telegraph and Messenger Company's system, апа 
in addition to his position as manager at Water- 
bury, Mr. Sawyer is also superintendent of con- 
struction for the American District Telegraph 
Company, of Connecticut. Although a very busy 
man, Mr..Sawyer is anardent sportsman, and many 
trophies of his skill as a hunter adorn his home. 


JOHN М, SENN, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, Jack- 
sonville, Fla., was born at Columbia, S. C., March 
20th, 1862. Не entered the telegraph service 17 
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JOHN M. SENN. 


years ago, and with the exception of working as 
operator for the Denver, Texas and Gulf Railroad, 
at Pueblo, Colo., the Savannah, Florida and West- 
ern Railroad, at Thomasville, Ga., and the Rich- 
mond and Danville Railroad, at Newberry, S. C., 
he has been with the Western Union Telegraph 
Company. Не has held positions at Memphis, 
Tenn., Columbia, S. C., and at Jacksonville, Fla., 
where he still remains. 


THOMAS JARRARD SMITH, 


Now the head of the electrical department of the 
E. S. Greeley and Company, of New York, was 
born in New York city, in 1853, and 15 consequently 
41 years of ave. Не entered the telegraph field 
before he entered his teens, in connection with the 
commercial news department, several years before 


that department fell to the possession of the West- 


ern Union Telegraph Company. Не was a tele- 
grapher at 15, the manager of the Hoboken, N. J., 
office of the Western Union Telegraph Company, 
at 16, and in his 21st year was in charge of the 
Panama Railroad telegraph office, the cable com- 
рапу'ѕ service at Panama, and held office under 
the Panama government as instructor in telegraphy 
to the youth of the National College on the Isth- 
mus. In 1876, he was a builder of telegraph and 
telephone lines in Spanish America, through which 
countries he publicly exhibited the phonograph, 
under commission from Thomas A. Edison, and 
introduced electrical apparatus of all description, 
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from the electric light to the lightning rod, acquir- 
ing a knowledge of the people, their language and 
customs that has been of no small service to him 
in his subsequent work. He entered the employ 
of the Е. 5. Greeley and Company, just ten years 
ago in the capacity of city salesman, and there won 
such a position for himself, that upon the death of 


THOMAS JARRARD SMITH. 


Мг. W. М. Goodyear, іп 1889, he succeeded to the 
management of the electrical department. Mr. 
Smith is also a stockholder of some consideration 
in the Е. 5. Greeley and Company, and enjoys the 
distinction of being the youngest member on the 
board of that old time, staid and solid corporation. 


THOMAS RONALD TALTAVALL, 


Of New York, was born in North Shields, England, 
May 30, 1855. Аг the age of ten years, he went 
to Lisbon, Portugal, where he lived for two years, 
attending schools. In June, 1867, he came to 
America, settling in East Liverpool, Ohio. He 
learned telegraphy in the Wellsville, Ohio, office 
of the Cleveland and Pittsburgh Railroad, and later 
on moved to Cleveland. He there entered the 
Atlantic апа Pacific Telegraph Companys office 
as messenger, and soon developed into an oper- 
ator, his first service being in the Cleveland dock 
office. In June, 1869, Mr. Taltavall was sent to 
Painesville, Ohio, to take charge of the Atlantic 
and Pacific Telegraph office there. In February, 
1870, he left Painesville to accept a position in the 
Sandusky, Ohio, Western Union Telegraph otfice, 


THOMAS RONALD TALTAVALL. 


and in July, 1872, was transferred from the San- 
dusky to the Cleveland office of the same company. 
Не came to New York in August, 1873. On May 
1, 1875, on the solicitation of Mr. Walter P. Phillips, 
Mr. Taltavall accepted a position in the Washing- 
ton office of the Associated Press, where he re- 
mained until April, 1876, when he was transferred 
to the Baltimore office. In July, of the same year, 
he was transferred from Baltimore to the New 
York office, and there he remained until January 
1, 1890. During his fourteen years service with 
the Associated Press, he became chief operator 
and afterwards superintendent of the leased wire 
system. He made many improvements in the ser- 
vice, and invented a quadruplex repeater, which 
was of special value to the Associated Press, that 
concern purchasing the patents. Mr. Taltavall in- 
troduced the typewriter on the wires of the Asso- 
ciated Press, in 1884-85, and was the first person 
to put these machines to such use on a large scale. 
He made an improvement in the typewriter that 
rendered it practicable to make from 30 to 40 man- 
ifold copies at one writing. This device is now 
indispensable where a large number of manifold 
copies are required, and it is to-day used in all the 
large offices of the Press associations. Mr. Taltavall 
won the special prize for fast receiving at the Fast 
Sending Tournament, in April, 1890, copying from 
W. L. Waugh, 245 words in 5 minutes. During 
the last few years’ service with the Associated Press 
Mr. Taltavall studied electricity in order to be at 
the front of the then rapidly growing science. He 
resigned his position as superintendent of telegraph 
of the Associated Press, on January 1, 1890, to as- 


sume the editorship of the Evectrzcal Age, and has 
ever since been associated with that journal. Mr. 
Taltavall has made a reputation outside of the 
electrical field as a writer of electrical articles for 
educational and other papers, and being a fine 
draughtsman, always prepares his own illustrations. 
He is a member of the American Institute of Elec- 
trical Engineers, the New York Electrical Society, 
the Magnetic Club, and other similar organizations. 


JOHN B. TALTAVALL, 


Editor and publisher of Zelegraph Age, New York, 
was born at North Shields, England, January 21st, 
1857. In 1869, he entered the telegraph service as 
messenger for the Atlantic and Pacific Telegraph 
Company, at Cleveland, Ohio, and about a year 
later went with the Western Union Telegraph 
Company, in the same capacity, under manager L. 
A. Somers, In 1871, he was appointed to a posi- 
tion as operator, at Cleveland, with the Standard 
Oil Company, then organizing, and was the first 
operator employed by that company. Two years 
later he returned to the Western Union Telegraph 
service, in the Cleveland office, and was later sent 
to Sandusky, Ohio, to take press report, and after 
a year at that point, he moved to Toledo, where 
he remained until 1877, when he came to New 
York. After two years’ service in the 195 Broad- 
way Office, he resigned to go with the New York 
Associated Press, under Walter P. Phillips. After 
a year's service he went to Cincinnati, then to Chi- 
cago, for the Western Union Telegraph Company. 
He returned east again, working in various offices, 
finally locating in the main office of the Western 
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Union Telegraph Company, New York, where for 
a long time he transmitted western press. In 
1880, he accepted a position with the New York 
Associated Press, under the late James C. Hueston, 
where he remained until July 19th, 1883. On 
June ist, of that year, Mr. Taltavall together with 
Mr. John Mitchell, founded the Zelegraphers Advo- 
cate, now known as The Telegraph Age, a paper pub- 
lished exclusively in the interests of the telegraphic 
profession of America. In 1886, Mr. Taltavall or- 
ganized, and was chosen president of the Electrical 
Age Publishing Company, which company pro- 
duced three trade papers, namely The Electrical 
Age, the Street Railway News and The Telegraph 
Age—the first two weeklies and the latter a semi- 
monthly. In December, 1892, The Telegraph Age 
was sold to Messrs. Russell and Glover by the 
Electrical Age Publishing Company. The paper 
was not successful under their management, and on 
June 12th, 1893, the property was by purchase re- 
turned to Mr. Taltavall, by Mr. M. W. Russell, 
Mr. Glover having retired from the co-partnership 
a week or two previous. Mr. Taltavall then dis- 
posed of his interests in the Electrical Age Publish- 
ing Co., in order to devote his entire time to the 
production of Telegraph Age and to the telegraph 
interests. The enterprise, under his management, 
is successful. Mr. Taltavall is a member of all 
the telegraph socicties, as well as the Masonic and 


other outside organizations. 


У. С. SHEARER, 
Night chief operator Western Union Telegraph Telegraph Company, and at the time of the con- 


Company, Jacksonville, Fla., was born in Selma, 
Ala., January 11th, 1856. He entered the West- 


ern Union Telegraph Company’s service, as a mes- 
senger, in July, 1873. He learned the art of tele- 
graphy, and took charge of the Columbiana, Ala., 
office October, 1873. From there he worked on 
several railroads until 1875, and re-entered the em- 
ploy of the Western Union Telegraph Company, 
in 1877, at Talladega, Ala., thence to Rome, Ga., 
as relief press operator, апа to Meridian, Miss., in 
1881. Не then went to New Orleans, La., in 1882. 
thence to Mobile Railway office, in 1883. From 
there he was sent to Chattanooga the same year, 
and worked there one month. Не returned to the 
Western Union Telegraph Company after the 
strike. and was transferred to Jacksonville, Fla., in 
1885. Не was made traffic chief, June 2oth, 1892, 
and night chief, June 19th, 1894. 

Mr. Shearer is past chancellor of S. S. Davis 
Lodge, Knights of Pythias, and 1st lieutenant 
Ivanhoe Division Uniform Rank, and Grand Lodge 
representative. He is also quite a song and dance 
artist. 


H. A. TUTTLE, 


General superintendent North American Tele- 
graph Company, Minneapolis, Minn., was born in 
Oswego, N. Y., September roth, 1846. He en- 
tered the telegraph service in 1863, on what was 
known'as the United States Branch Telegraph 
Company, running from Syracuse to Ogdensburg, 
N. Y. His first office was at Adams, N. Y. He 
then went to Ilion, N. Y., for the United States 


solidation he was retained as the manager of the 
Western Union Telegraph office at that point. Ín 
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1866 he again went to Oswego, N. Y., and in 1870, 
succeeded Mr. John Fuller, as manager of that 
office, where he remained until 1876, when he prac- 
tically retired from the business. In 1881, he re- 
turned to telegraphy, as operator, in St. Louis, 
Mo., and in 1882, accepted the managership of the 
Western Union Telegraph office, at Minneapolis, 
Minn., remaining there four years, when he resigned 
to construct the North American Telegraph Com- 
pany’s lines, which system he has been identified 
with ever since. Mr. Tuttle is well and favorably 
known throughout the entire country, and the suc- 
cess of his company is due entirely to his untiring 


efforts. 


AMBROSE D. THURSTON, 


Late grand chief telegrapher of the Order of Rail- 


way Telegraphers, was born July 10, 1852, in Otse- 


go county, New York, and received a good common 


school education. 
the following year learned telegraphy at Raymond, 


with the Illinois Central Railroad Company, where 
he remained five years, during which time he de- 


voted all his spare moments to the study of law, 


and finally removed to Waterloo, Iowa, where he 


took a regular course of study, and was admitted 


to the bar in April, 1876. It soon became apparent 
that his health would not permit of his pursuing 


law as a profession, so he left his practice and 
again returned to telegraphing. 


lington and Quincy, and other railroads. Ја 1883, 
Mr. Thurston removed to La Porte city, Iowa, 


where he accepted a position as day operator for 
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He went to Iowa in 1869, and 


During the fol- 
lowing six years he worked for the Chicago, Bur- 


the Burlington, Cedar Rapids and Northern Rail- 
way Company. His mind had for some time been 
busy with a publication and an organization in the 
interests of the railroad operators, and it was here 
he set about to perfect his schemes. He then estab- 
lished a little three column paper, which he chris- 
tened the Railroad Telegrapher. The paper met 
with such liberal patronage and universal apprecia- 
tion thatithas grownto bethe Weekly Telegrapher, 
which is saidto be read by more than fifty thousand 
operators. Hesoon commenced advocating organ- 
ization, апа now there is an order of 20,0со men, 
of which he was for a long time the chief executive 
officer. In the spring of 1886, he was elected mayor 
of La Porte city, a position which he filled with 
credit to himself and satisfaction to his constituents. 


GEORGE H. THAYER, 


Superintendent of telegraph, Chicago and North 
Western Railroad Company, Chicago, HI, was 
born in Perkinsville, Vermont, January 8th, 1844. 
He entered the service of the Illinois and Missis- 
sippi Telegraph Company as messenger, in 1859. 
He was employed as operator at Dunleith, Ill., Ft. 
Madison, Ia, and Fulton, Ill., from 1861 until 
1863. He then entered the service of the Chicago 
and North Western Railroad Company, in train 
dispatcher’s office, Chicago, Ill. He was promoted 
to chief operator at the general offices of the same 
company in 1865, and was promoted to superin- 
tendent of telegraph of the same company in 1873, 
which office he still holds. 

Mr. Thayer was married in 1865 to Miss Ada 
C. Miller, of Chicago, and has four children. 


JOHN H. TOPLIFF, 


A well known old timer, formerly chief operator of 
the Western Union Telegraph Company, St. Louis, 
was born in Syracuse, N. Y., in 1846. He entered 
the service of the New York, Albany and Buffalo 
Telegraph Company, as messenger, in 1858. He 
went west in 1873, and engaged as operator in St. 
Louis, Mo. He was made night chief operator of 
that office three years later and afterwards pro- 
moted to be chief operator in charge, which posi- 
tion he held for many years. He is now engaged 
in other business 


JOSEPH H. THATCHER, 


Of Portland, Oregon, was born in 1849, and entered 
the service of the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany when about 15 years of age, at Rochester, 
N. Y., afterwards he served the same company, as 
operator, at Oswego, Syracuse, Schenectady and 
Buffalo, N. Y., leaving the latter place for Califor- 
nia, in 1868, working at Sacramento, Cal., Virginia 
City, Nev., and San Francisco, and at the latter 
place he acted as superintendent of the Gold and 
Stock Telegraph Company for a number of years, 
leaving there in 1879, to take position of manager 
for the Western Union Telegraph Company, at 
Portland, Oregon, which position he occupied until 
1882, when the general reduction of salaries by 
that company, drove him into the employ of the 
Northern Pacific Railroad Company, as check 
clerk in the auditor’s office, where he remained not 
quite one year, when he accepted the position as 
secretary, treasurer and superintendent of the 


JOSEPH H. THATCHER. 


Oregon Telephone and Telegraph Company, at 
Portland, Oregon, which position he still occupies. 
Mr. Thatcher will be remembered by all Pacific 
coast old timers as having been a remarkably fine 
operator, whose speed and clear cut Morse was 
something out of the ordinary. 


ALFRED R. THOMAS, 


Was born in Philadelphia, Pa., May 6th, 1866. 
The first twelve years of his life were spent in 


Philadelphia, Chester, Pa., and Camden, N. J: 
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where he attended the public schools. In 1878, he 
entered the messenger service of the American 
District Telegraph Company, learned telegraphing 
while serving as clerk for the Continental Tele- 
graph Company, апа received his first appointment 
as operator with the American District Telegraph 
Company. In 1881, he returned to the Continental 
Telegraph Company, remaining with that company 
until January, 1882, when the Bankers and Mer- 
chants Telegraph Company accepted his services. 
He was transferred to a broker’s office, and after 
one year in that position, was on his own solicita- 
tion returned to the main office. Mr. Thomas 
was afterwards appointed night manager, which 
position he resigned in 1886, to engage with a 
broker of Philadelphia. There he learned the 
stenographic art and was soon able to command a 
substantial advance in salary, and gradually so 
familiarized himself with every branch of the busi- 
ness, that now he 15 held in the highest esteem by 
his employer. Mr. Thomas’ matrimonial experi- 
ence is quite romantic. He first formed the ac- 
quaintance of his wife on the wire. Friendship 
soon ripened into affection, and the culmination 
was a happy marriage on July 14, 1886. 


DR. CHARLES C. WEYANT, 


Of New York, was born 1855, in Orange county, 
New York. When fifteen years old he removed 
to Garrisons on the Hudson. There he learned 
the telegraph business. He worked a short time 
for the Hudson River Railroad, and in 1877, joined 
the night force at 195 Broadway, New York. He 
is one of the few operators able to transpose the 


German language into dots and dashes. He was 
for many years a member of the all night force. 
While working in this capacity he entered the 
New York Dental College, and graduated two 
years later with honors, receiving an appointment 
as demonstrator in the college. He is located up 
town in New York, and stands high in the profes- 
sion. Dr. Weyant has been out of the telegraph 
business for some time, and is now enjoying a 
large and lucrative practice as dentist. He num- 
bers among his patrons many of the best known 
families in the country. He is a member of the 
Masonic fraternity. Though independent of the 
telegraph business, he always has a warm place in 
his heart for his former comrades—the telegraphers. 


EDWARD F. WIEHE, 


Superintendent of the American District and Gold 
and Stock Telegraph Companies, San Francisco, 
Cal., entered the telegraph service at that point, in 
August, 1875, as messenger. In July, 1891, he 
was appointed secretary and treasurer of the com- 
pany, and in October of the same year, he was 
appointed superintendent. Mr. Wiehe has always 
been identifed with the American District Tele- 
graph Company. 


JOHN WINTRUP, 


A well and favorably known old timer, of Philadel- 
phia, Pa., was born April 4th, 1844. He entered 
the service as a messenger boy, at Wilmington, 
Del., with the Old House Printing Telegraph Com- 
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JOHN WINTRUP. 


pany, and was soon the operator in charge, the 
force consisting of a manager and boy. The boy 
being the operator and messenger. 

This company and the Magnetic and New Or- 
leans Telegraph Company, soon thereafter joined 
their fortunes, and he was transferred to that em- 
ploy, and soon became a first class Morse man. 

When the war commenced, he entered the gov- 
ernment service as operator, and remained in that 
position until the close of the war, and was sta- 
tioned at many important points: Washington, D. 
C., Wilmington, New Castle and Lewes, Del. 
This wire was the only outlet the War Department 
had with its armies around Fortress Monroe, the 
James, Potomac, etc., and was опе of the most im- 
portant to be kept up. 

It was no uncommon occurrence for operators 
and a lineman to take a locomotive, a long pole 
with a lighted torch on its end, put this out of the 
cab window and start at midnight to clear wire 
troubles, then return to their office at 40-mile-an- 
hour gait. 

After the war he entered the service of the Amer- 
ican Telegraph Company, at Philadelphia, and was 
soon put in charge of three of that companies most 
important branch offices. In 1876, he entered the 
employ of Messrs. Peter Wright and Sons, the well 
known steamship agents, as their telegraph man- 
ager, and since that time has been in their employ, 
and now holds the responsible position of superin- 
tendent of telegraph and electrician for the Inter- 
national Navigation Company, the world known 
general agents of the American Line (ocean flyers), 


and Red Star Lines of steamships, sailing from 
Philadelphia and New York. 

Mr. Wintrup can entertain one for hours with 
his funny experiences as the “boy soldier oper- 
ator.” How he and others at midnight drove 5 
miles, held up the Washington Express, at Wil- 
mington, Del., looking for the assassin Booth, etc. 

“Jack,” as he is familiarly called by the old 
timers, is well and favorably known to all the pro- 
fession from the superintendent down to the mes- 


senger boys. 


GEORGE T. WILLIAMS. 


Of Cleveland, Ohio, was born at Ithaca, N. Y., in 
1833, soon removing to Chautauqua county, N. 
Y., where he passed his boyhood years upon a 
farm, securing the education of a farmer's son usual 
to that period and locality. In 1850, at the age of 
16, he learned the rudiments of telegraphy and was 
appointed to his first office, in March, 1851, at New 
Castle, Ра., upon one of the ephemeral lines of 
that day. Thence he drifted to Pittsburgh in 1852 ; 
to Cincinnati in 1854, and after an interval of a 
year, began his first service with the Western 
Union Telegraph Company, at Cleveland, Ohio, in 
May, 1856, having as co-workers, E. P. Wright, 
Е. Н. Tubbs, and others. In November, 1859, he 
was transferred to the management of the Western 
Union Telegraph office, at Leavenworth, Kansas, 
then the western limit of the telegraph system of 
the country. In October, 1862, he received the 
appointment of superintendent of all lines west of 
St. Louis, and for three years was busily engaged 
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in maintaining wires through the “ bushwhacking” 
district of Western Missouri. 

In 1866, he was transferred to the Cincinnati 
District of the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany, from which position he resigned in June, 
1881, to accept a position as builder and superin- 
tendent of a line upon the “ Nickel Plate” Railway 
between Buffalo and Chicago. 

While occupying this position he re-entered the 
Western Union Telegraph service in October, 1887. 
In June, 1892, Mr. Williams resigned his position 
and withdrew from all active business, after forty 
years service as operator, manager and superin- 
tendent. Mr. Williams always had a fondness for 
the business of telegraphing, which affection he re- 
tains, for both the business and the laborers therein, 
with an underscore for those who labored with 
him in the early days, when operators closed their 
offices and went “out to repatr breaks.” 


ROBERT B. WOOLSEY, 


Superintendent of telegraph, Vandalia line, Terre 
Haute, Ind., was born at Seneca Falls, N. Y., 
December 26th, 1837 He learned telegraphy at 
Geneva, N. Y., in 1853, and went from there to 
Tonawanda, where he remained six months, and 
from there into the Buffalo office as operator 
on the Canadian circuit. He remained there a 
little over a year, when he got the railroad craze 
and was sent to Canandaigua, as operator for the 
New York Central and the Canandaigua railroads. 
This was where he first commenced to ¢ry to dis- 
patch trains. After two years of service at that 
place, he drifted around until 1859, when he went 


to Chicago with the Illinois Central Railroad, as 
operator in the general superintendent’s office. He 
was soon promoted to train dispatcher, and served 
in that capacity until 1873, when he was appointed 
superintendent of telegraph and chief train dis- 
patcher, and shortly had the position of train 
master added to his duties on the Indianapolis and 
St. Louis Railroad, at Mattoon, 1. He held on 
there until 1881. He then resigned to accept his 
present position, that of superintendent of tele- 
graph and chief train dispatcher. 


LOREN STANFORD WELLS, 


Superintendent of telegraph of the Long Island 
Railroad, was born in Patten, Me., February 3rd, 
1868. While a boy, his parents moved to New 
Brunswick, Canada, where his father held for eleven 
years the office of high sheriff of the County of 
Albert. His mother was the daughter of James 
Brewster, a jurist of considerable distinction. | 

After completing his education, Loren S. entered 
a drug store as an apprentice, but not finding the 
business to his taste, he resolved to learn telegraphy. 
Beginning the study of this art in 1882, the follow- 
ing year found him in charge of an office on the 
Intercolonial Railroad. Soon after this he ac- 
cepted a situation with the Western Union Com- 
pany, in St. John, N. B. After working there a 
short time he returned to the United States, and 
being a good operator, experienced no difficulty in 
securing employment. 

He was for a time in the service of the Bankers 
and Merchants Telegraph Company, later with 
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Baltimore and Ohio Telegraph Company, and sub- 
sequently accepted a place with the New York and 
Rockaway Beach Railroad Company, at Rockaway 
Beach. A short time afterwards he was transferred 
to the Long Island system, where he received 
gradual promotion. He was called to the general 
office, as chief operator, and in May, 1891, was ap- 
pointed to the position which he now holds. 

Mr. Wells enjoys an enviable reputation among 
his craftsmen, and although firm and decided in 
business transactions, is at all times open to reason, 
and liberally considerate. 


WILLIAM B. WAYCOTT, 


Now of San Francisco, Cal., late manager of the 
Central Cable office, New York city, was born in 
St. Andrews, New Brunswick, October 1, 1856. 
He entered the telegraph service as messenger in 
his native town, in February, 1870, became an 
operator in 1871, and was transferred in 1872, to 
St. John, the headquarters of the district; while 
there he became familiar with cable service, and in 
1875 wassentto the cable station in North Sydney, 
in Cape Breton, but the Centennial year brought 
him to the States, and to the service of the Atlan- 
tic and Pacific Telegraph Company, in New York, 
from which, upon the consolidation a year later, he 
was transferred to the cable department of the 
Western Union Telegraph Company, where he re- 
mained until the completion, in 1879, of the laying 
of the French cable, when for the purpose of be- 
coming a “continental,” and also а “ mirror ” oper- 
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ator, he temporarily joined the staff of that company, 
at its North Eastman, Cape Cod station. In 
1880, on the opening of the American Union 
Company’s lines, he was appointed chief operator 
of its cable circuits, and in the following June, was 
sent to Chicago and Cincinnati in charge of a force 
of operators from New York, to assist in the handl- 
ing of thebusinessat the Presidential Conventions. 
In 1881, we find him with the Western Union 
Telegraph Company. All the Atlantic cable 
wires were run into the Direct Cable Company’s 
office, of which Mr. James Brown was manager; 
Mr. Waycott was appointed assistant manager. In 
1884, the Central Cable office was established 
with Mr. Waycott as manager. Не held this posi- 
tion for some years, when failing health compelled 
him to resign, and he has resided in California for 


several years past. 


WILLIAM B. WILSON, 


Superintendent Mantua transfer, West Philadel- 
phia, Pa., was born in Harrisburg, Pa., in April, 
1839. In July, 1852, he entered the service of the 
Atlantic and Ohio Telegraph Company, as a mes- 
senger boy. Не soon became а thorough operator, 
and in 1853, he was one of the most expert sound 
readers, Between the years of 1853 and 1857, he 
was employed between the railroad and the com- 
mercial service. He became identified with the 
Pennsylvania Railroad service in October, 1854 
since which time he has remained loyal to that 
great corporation. In 1859, he was placed in the 
commercial office in Philadelphia; there he re- 
mained until the spring of 1860, The war cloud 


threatening the country, suggested to Mr. Scott 
that safe persons should be sent into the southern 
states, for the purpose of obtaining a concensus of 
opinion of what the southern people were complain- 
ing and what they desired in the shape of govern- 
ment. Mr. Wilson was selected as one of those 
for this delicate service, and Montgomery, Ala., 
was chosen as a basis of operation. Mr. Wilson 
accepted service in the telegraph office at that 
city, where William L. Yancey had his home, and 
from whence he promulgated his revolutionary 
doctrines. After remaining in Montgomery for a 
few months, Mr. Wilson went to Columbia, S. C., 
under the wing of Mr. R. B. Bullock, and became 
secretary and treasurer and chief operator of the 
Columbia and Charlotte Telegraph Company. 
Remaining in South Carolina until the tocsin of 
war was sounded, he returned to Harrisburg. 
Colonel Scott, who was in Harrisburg at the time, 
took Мг. Wilson to Governor Curtin’s office for 
the purpose of aiding in organizing the militia 
called for by President Lincoln’s proclamation for 
75,000 troops. It washere that Mr. Wilson opened 
the first telegraph office in the world for military 
purposes. Surrounded by such men as Fitz John 
Porter, Wayne MacVeagh, Andrew Porter, and 
George H. Thomas, he earned for himself merited 
commendation for his abilities. Mr. Lincoln re- 
quested Colonel Scott’s presence at the capitol. 
He took with him Andrew Carnegie and Mr. 
Frank Thompson, and left orders for Mr. Wilson 
to follow. Mr. Wilson reached the War Depart- 
ment, Washington, on the 3rd of May, 1861, and 
was manager of the military telegraph in the War 
Department. Broken health and change in the 
administration of the Department of War, caused 
him to leave the department in 1862. Under 
Colonel Scott's directions he was made a secret 
service telegraphic scout, and rendered important 
and delicate service in the Cumberland and Shen- 
andoah valleys. Subsequently to the war, Mr. 
Wilson assumed the superintendency of telegraph 
between Baltimore and Canandaigua on the North- 
ern Central and Philadelphia and Erie railroads, 
then under the direction of the Pennsylvania Rail- 
road, and also built in the same interest a line of 
telegraph over the oil branches, in the height of 
the oil excitement. In 1866 he retired from 
telegraphy and has since devoted his time and 
attention to the commercial or freight business of 
railroads. For a number of years he remained at 
Harrisburg. In 1884 the company called him to 
Philadelphia—Kensington manufacturing district— 
and in 1892 he was promoted to the superintend- 
ency of the transfer station at Mantua, which is 
the largest on this continent, and which position he 
still holds. He has always found odd hours to de- 
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vote to literary and political subjects. He served 


asa member of the city councils from 1868 to 
1871. He is vice-president of the United States 
Military Telegraph Corps, and is a member of 
railroad and historical societies, and of the vestry 
of Emmanuel Church, Holmesburg. Не is parti- 
cularly proud of the fact that he taught Mr. М. 
J. Dealy the art of telegraphy. 


ALEXANDER J. WHITTINGHAM, 


Superintendent of the telegraph and messenger 
departments, and manager of the third district for 
the American District Telegraph Company of 
Philadelphia, Pa., was born in that city, August 16, 
1861. At the ageof eleven he engaged himself to 
the Philadelphia Local Company, as messenger. 
Shortly after, with the American District, іп 
whose employ he began to make advancement, 
his first promotion being that of counter clerk, 
then to the key as operator, and in 1879, was 
made manager of their office in the Pennsylvania 
Railroad depot, then in West Philzdelphia. When 
this office was closed, he entered the service of the 
Western Union Telegraph Company, as their 
manager at Broad street station. In 1884 he ac- 
cepted the management of the 3rd district for the 
American District Telegraph Company, Broad and 
Chestnut streets. Here his ability asa “hustler” 
was displayed. In 1887, he was advanced to his 
present position. The 3rd district was Mr. 
Whittingham’s starting point with the American 
District Telegraph, twenty-one years ago, as mes- 
senger ; to-day the same office honors him with his 
more dignified title. Mr. Whittingham has also been 
honored by being elected school director in his 
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district six consecutive terms, and also as council- 


man for one term, which would have been again 
given him had he so desired. His duties to the 
telegraph, however, demanded his close attention, 
and he therefore withdrew from the political arena. 


WILLIAM NEWTON WHITE, 


Was born in Milton, Pa, April то, 1843. In the 
summer of 1862 he became chief clerk for Captain 
John Caslow, brigadier-quartermaster with General 
Butterfield during the seven days fight on the 
peninsula. Не was taken sick and returned home, 
and during his convalescence at Jersey Shore, Pa., 
learned telegraphy, after which he returned to the 
army before Fredericksburg, where he was placed 
in charge of Stoneman’s Siding, an important sup- 
ply station, where he discharged the duty success- 
fully for a boy of his age. Не then entered the 
United States military service and was ordered to 
Glasgow, Ky., where he began regular work іп 
August, 1863, and remained in that department at 
different places in Kentucky until the close of the 
war. He has been in active telegraph service since 
1863, for railroad companies. He has been located 
at Covington, Tenn., since July 1, 1873, and is still 
on active duty. Не was recorder of the town for 
several years, and has been elected seventeen years 
in succession as superintendent of the Methodist 


Sunday School. 


GEORGE Е. WILSON, 


Wheatstone manager, Los Angeles, Cal., was born 
in County Wicklow, Ireland, 26 years ago. He 
has been identified with the Wheatstone system in 


GEORGE F. WILSON. 


this country since 1886, when he started as a 
puncher, at 195 Broadway, New York. He was 
sent to Chicago the same year and shortly after 
selected to assist in the establishment of the over- 
land Wheatstone circuit to San Francisco. He 
remained some time at Ogden, Utah, and Reno, 
Nevada, in charge of repeaters, and thence to San 
Francisco. In 1889, he was in charge of Wheat- 
stone department nights. He assisted in the 
establishment in the southern route Wheatstone 
from Chicago to Los Angeles and San Francisco, 
in 1891, and has been located at Los Angeles, 
Cal., since that time. 


— 


GEO. M. DUGAN, 


te .—— 


Superintendent of telegraph for the Illinois Central 
Railroad Company, at Chicago, Ш., was born in 
Brown County, Ohio, December 25th, 1835. He 
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learned the telegraph business at Ripley, Ohio, in 
1850, and took charge of the office at Higginsport, 
Ohio, in May of the same year. 

He remained there about twelve months, when 
he moved with his parents to Covington, Ky., 
and engaged in the steamboat service for the next 
two years. In March, 1853, he accepted a situation 
at Sommerville, Tenn , with the Memphis and Nash- 
ville Telegraph Company. He remained at Som- 
merville until 1855, when he was transferred to the 
Memphis office, where he remained until August, 
1857. 

Mr. Dugan was sent to Grand junction, Tenn., 
the first office opened оп the Memphis and Char- 
leston Railroad, west of Tuscumbia, and the Illinois 
Central, connecting with lines east to Huntsville, 
Ala., and the New Orleans and Ohio Telegraph 
Line, north and south. Mr. Dugan remained at 
Grand Junction until the evacuation of Corinth 
and Memphis by the Confederates, June, 1862. 
Later Mr. Dugan was taken prisoner at Bolivar, 
Tenn., and sent to the military prison, at Alton, 
П. He was paroled in October, 1862. Return- 
ing south in May, 1863, he resumed work for the 
Mississippi Central Railroad (Illinois Central), and 
he was appointed assistant superintendent of the 
lines north of Jackson, Miss. His jurisdiction was 
confined to Mississippi until the close of the war. 
When the final surrender came it found Mr. Dugan 
at Granada, Miss. Mr. Dugan at once commenced 
the reconstruction of the telegraph lines. Shortly 
after this the Southwestern Telegraph Company 
resumed control of their lines and Mr. Dugan re- 
signed his war position and decided to remain with 
the railroad company. Не was appointed agent 
and operator at Bolivar, Tenn., where he remained 
until 1876, when he was appointed superintendent 
of telegraph of what is now the Illinois Central 
Railroad with headquartersat Jackson, Tenn. Heis 
now superintendent of the Illinois Central Railroad 
telegraph system, with headquarters at Chicago. 


DANIEL G. RAMSAY, 


Late grand chief telegrapher, of the Order of Rail- 
road Telegraphers, was born October 29th, 1864. 
He commenced railroading when he was eleven 
years ofage. Не learned the business of telegraph- 
ing, which he followed for nine years, and during 
the latter part of his railroad career, read law and 
attended night school in St. Louis, Mo. He also 
served two years as assistant cashier in the East St. 
Louis Bank, also practiced law for five years, and 
distinguished himself so asto establish a good repu- 
tation as an attorney. He was elected from St. 
Clair county, Illinois, as representative of the 37th 
Assembly of the State Legislature, and succeeded 
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in making a reputation for himself as an excellent 
debater and parliamentarian. 

At the sixth annual session of the Grand Divis- 
ion of the Order of Railroad Telegraphers, he con- 
sented to become a candidate for the office of 
assistant grand chief telegrapher, and although not 
desiring the position, he was elected. Не later as- 
sumed the office of acting grand chief telegrapher. 


DANIEL G. RAMSAY. 


Later Mr. Ramsay was elected grand chief tele- 
grapher of the Order. He is a member of a 
number of fraternal organizations, and a 32d 
degree Mason. Besides this his rare executive 
ability and force of character, in connection with 
his legal attainments and business experience 
generally, resulted in great benefit to the Order of 
Railroad Telegraphers. 


FRANK RICHARDSON, 


Assistant wire chief, eastern division, Western 
Union Telegraph Company, Chicago, was born at 


Joliet, Ill., April, 1851. His first connection with 
the telegraph business was at the latter place, as 
messenger boy for the Western Union Telegraph 
Company. He remained with that company only 
a short time, when he went with the Illinois and 
Mississippi Telegraph Company, where his aptitude 
and talent for electrical pursuits immediately mani- 
fested themselves. He was appointed to the po- 
sition of extra operator shortly afterwards by the 
Chicago and Alton Railroad Company, and served 
with that company in various positions for about 
five years, at the end of which period he entered 
the great Western and Atlantic and Pacific Tele- 
graph Companies at Chicago, immediately after 
the great Chicago fire. He finally settled down 
with the Western Union Telegraph Company in 


that city. 


HENRY JAHN, 


Chief operator, Board of Trade office of the West- 
ern Union Telegraph Co., Chicago, Ill., was born 
in Chicago, on August 27th, 1858. In 1873 he en- 
tered the service of the Great Western Telegraph 
Company, where he soon mastered the science. In 
1878 he accepted a position with the E. D. L. Sweet 
and A. C. Knapp leased lines as check clerk and 
operator. He remained with the Sweet and Knapp 
lines until the establishment of the American Union 
Telegraph Company, and consequent absorption 
of the leased wires by the Western Union Tele- 
graph Company, at which time he entered the em- 
ploy of the latter. In1885 Mr. Jahn was appointed 
to his present position and the satisfaction he has 
given in that responsible position shows that a 
wiser choice could not have been made. His 
ability to make himself agreeable to all, at the same 


time maintaining discipline and making rigid im- 
partiality his motto, have made him a favorite alike 
with employer and employe. 


H. S. WATERS, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, 
Chicago, familiarly known as “ Hi.” Waters, was 
born at White Lake, Mich., in 1851, and com- 
menced his career as a messenger at Grand Haven, 
Mich., in 1860, and was promoted to the position 
of signal operator in 1862, where he remained 
until 1866, when he went south for a year or 50, 
working in several places in that section. He re- 
turned to Chicago, where he accepted a position 
with the American District Telegraph Company 
and built what is known as District 8, which dis- 
trict he managed for four years, when he drifted to 
the Board of Trade. He next built a line known 
as the “Packers Line,” between the Board of 
Trade and Union Stock Yards, but like all other 
oppositions it was gobbled up by the Western 
Union Telegraph Company, when he accepted the 
position of manager of the Mutual Union Tele- 
graph Company on the Board of Trade, until its 
demise, when he turned his attention to the 
Stock Yards and was the originator of the electric 
light plant at that place, which finally went into 
the hands of a syndicate. Mr. Waters was then 
offered the position of manager of the Postal 
Telegraph Company’s Board of Trade office, which 
position he held until about a year ago, when he 
accepted the position with manager Anderson as 
solicitor on the floor. Не has been a member of 
the Board nearly 20 years, and it is safe to say 
that no one man on the Exchange enjoys more 
friends, held in higher esteem among the brokers than 
he. Mr. Waters is a great lover of athletics, and 
has the honor of having won the title of champion 
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amateur boxer of America within the past year, 
and having competed in all classes and cities. He 
has done much to promote athletics, having held 
the position of lieutenant of the Board of Trade 
gymnasium, and is a charter member of that famous 
Chicago Athletic Club, the finest of its kind in the 


country. 


CHARLES S, ALBERT, 


Was born near Brownville, Ind., July 16, 1858 
He received an academic education and learned 
telegraphy in 1873, beginning as a railroad operator. 
In 1876, he was appointed manager of the Atlantic 
and Pacific Telegraph office in Grand Rapids, 
Mich. Resigning this position he copied the press 
report at Richmond, Ind., for two years. In 1870, 
Mr. Albert entered the Chicago Western Union 
Telegraph office. Subsequently he worked in St. 
Louis, Toledo, Columbus, and other cities. His 
time has been evenly divided between newspaper 
work and telegraphy. In 1875, Mr. Albert assumed 
the editorship of the Dublin Zzmes, and afterwards 
established the Wayne Register, Не has served 
as a reporter оп the Richmond Palladium, Grand 
Rapids 7225, and also furnished feature articles 
for the leading metropolitan dailies. In May, 
1890, he became connected with the Press News 
Association as their operator at Fort Wayne, being 
subsequently transferred to Washington, in Novem- 
ber of that year. His ability as a reporter was 
quickly recognized by the agent at the capital, and 
during the short session of Congress, he reported 
for the association the Senate proceedings. In 
February, 1891, he was made night editor, and on 
June 16, following, received the appointment of 
Washington agent. He is recognized as a steady, 
reliable man, a good writer, a keen searcher for 
news, and a courteous gentleman. In 1876, Mr. 
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Albert was associated with Z. Р. Hotchkiss, an 
operator of the old military telegraph corps, in the 
publication of “ Telegrams,” which was опе of the 
first books ever printed exclusively for telegraphers. 


JACOB B. KORNDORFER, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, 316 
Greenwich street, New York city, was born in 
New York city, May 17, 1863, and entered the 
Western Union Telegraph Company’s service in 
1875, at 195 Broadway, as messenger. He was 
transferred to Washington Market in 1876, where 
he learned the telegraph business. Теп years ago 
he was appointed manager of his present office ; 
under his energetic management the business has 
grown enormously, and is now one of the liveliest 
offices in the Western Union metropolitan system. 
The district includes the New York Mercantile 
Exchange, wholesale groceries, foreign and domes- 
tic fruit, general produce, wooden ware and canned 
goods trade, etc. Mr. Korndorfer is also manager 
of the Mercantile Exchange office, and of the 
American District Telegraph Company, at 316 
Greenwich street, and is well known by the mer- 
chants in that locality. 


FRANK В. RAE, 


Electrical engineer, Detroit, Mich., was born in 
Elmira, N. Y., July 25, 1854. He entered the 
telegraph service in 1870, with the Atlantic and 
Pacific Telegraph Company, at Syracuse, N. Y. 
In 1872, he was appointed manager of the same 
office, which he held until 1873. On resigning that 
office he accepted a position with the Western 
Union Telegraph Company, New York city, as 
chief operator, in 1877. Hethen became electrician 
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FRANK B. RAE. 


for the same company, Pacific coast division, 1877 
to 1879. He resigned at Sacramento, on account 
of ill health, aad entered the service of the Brush 
Electric Light Company, at San Francisco, in 
1880 and 1881, and was made тапасег and electri- 
cian of the same interests at San Jose, Cal., 1881 
to 1883. In 1883, with Mr. S. D. Field, of New 
York, he constructed the first electric railway, at 
Chicago. From 1883 to 1884 he was superin- 
tendent of the Commercial Telegram Company, 
of New York. From 1884 to 1885, he was 
a member of the firm of Mailloux and Rae, elec- 
trical engineers. From 1885 to 1886, he was elec- 
trician for J. H. Bunnell and Company. In 1887, 
he was with the Barker—Metciewitz syndicate in 
China. In 1888, he was with the Gold and Stock 
Telegraph Company, Chicago, 111., as electrician, 
where he changed the system and adopted dynamo 
currents. From 1888 to 1891, he was electrical 
engineer of the Detroit Electrical Works, Detroit, 
Mich., where Һе developed the Rae Electrical 
Railway System. From 1892 to date, he has been 
located in Detroit and other places, acting as con- 
sulting electrical engineer and designer. 


JOHN I, SABIN. 


One of the best known telegraph men and elec- 
tricians on the Pacific coast, is Mr. John 1. Sabin, 
of San Francisco, Cal. 

It was in 1866 that Mr. Sabin first reached Cali- 
fornia, on his way north with the Collins expedi- 
tion, which was to establish European telegraphic 
connection by land lines to Alaska, thence across 
the intervening space of sea islands in Siberia and 
Russia. That undertaking being abandoned, he 
selected San Francisco for his permanent abode 
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JOHN I. SABIN., 


and entered the Western Union service, where he 
was appointed manager of the supply department 
for that company. 

Afterward, from that position, he was promoted 
to that of superintendent of the American District 
Telegraph Company, in which office he was very 
successful, both with the service he managed, and 
also with other business interests and in electrical 
pursuits, by which he became recognized as one of 
the foremost electricians and business men of the 
slope. He was quick to recognize the advantages 
of investments in the telephone and devoted his 
time and money to establishing and extending the 
usefulness and value of those systems, а service 
which he is still deeply engaged in; and, although 
very wealthy, and influential in business circles, he 
is, nevertheless, the same congenial and approach- 
able person that he ever was. 


FRANK J. KIHM. 


FRANK J. KIHM, 


The well known and brilliant “telegrapher, the 
fastest “sender” in America, having a record of 
having transmitted 248 words of perfect Morse in 
буе minutes, is 28 years of age and has been in the 
telegraph business for the past fifteen years. He 
learned telegraphy during a school vacation. He 
worked as office boy for the old Atlantic and Paci- 
fic Telegraph Company, and afterward went with 
the American Union Telegraph Company, and 
remained until its consolidation with the Western 
Union Telegraph Company, when he was trans- 
ferred to the cable department. 

At the formation of the United Press he went 
with it and is the oldest operator in that com- 
pany’s employ. At present and for the past six 
years he has worked іп the Brooklyn Æagle office, 
where he still remains as an employe of the Eagle 
on its staff of writers. 


FRANK C. MASON, 


Superintendent Police Department telegraph ser- 
vice, Brooklyn, N. Y., was born at Washington 


Mills, Oneida county, №. Y., October 14th, 1854. | 


He entered the telegraph service with the Atlantic 
and Pacific Telegraph Company, at Utica, N. Y., 
and a few years later held responsible positions, 
such as manager of the Atlantic and Pacific Tele- 
graph Company, at Poughkeepsie, N. Y.; superin- 
tendent of Telephone Company, Brooklyn, N. Y.; 
superintendent Northern Mutual Telegraph Com- 
pany, and now superintendent Police Department 
Telegraph service, Brooklyn, N. Y. He is an 
extremely genial and popular official, and has made 
the police telegraph service of the City of Churches 
second to none in the country. 


JOHN D. GIBBS, 


A well known old timer, was born at Albany, N. 
Y., and began his telegraphic career with the At- 
lantic and Pacific Telegraph Company, in that city 
in 1872, remaining with that company until 1874, 
when he drifted west, and has at different times 
been employed at nearly all the principal cities of 
the west and south. July 19, 1883, found him an 
operator in the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany's office at Kansas City, Mo., and leader of the 
Brotherhood of Telegraphers at that point. Inthe 
fall of 1883, Mr. Gibbs went south, and was ap- 
pointed all night chief for the Western Union 
Telegraph Company at Galveston, Tex., which 
position he held until the Spring of 1884, when 
he accepted а position with the Missouri 
Pacific Railway Company, at Sedalia, Mo. He was 
appointed circuit manager of that company’s 
lines, with headquarters at Sedalia, in 1885. Asa 
telegrapher, Mr. Gibbs ranks among the best. His 
executive ability has been recognized in the varicus 
responsible positions which he has filled. He is 
now in other business. 


FRANK ENGLISH, 


A well known New York operator, was born in 
New York 29 years ago, and at the age of 14 years 
entered the telegraph service as a messenger, and 
worked successively for the American District, 
American Union and American Rapid Telegraph 
companies, being finally transferred to the Stock 
Exchange for the Bankers and Merchants Com- 
pany, where among the force of the office in those 
days were the finest operators in America. 

In 1884, Mr. English secured a position with 
Charles Head and Company, brokers, at 7 Broad 
street, New York, where he has since remained 
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FRANK ENGLISH. 


and where he was first to develop the practicability 


of employing the telephone and telegraph jointly 
in broker work. 


Mr. English has won several prizes in tourna- 
ments for perfect and rapid sending. 


WILLIAM DUNLAP SARGENT, 


Vice-president and general manager of the New 
York and New Jersey Telephone Company, was 
born in Ligonier, Pa., in 1845. He studied tele- 
graphy in the superintendent's office of the Penn- 
sylvania Railroad, at Harrisburg, in 1861, Не then 
was іп the United States military telegraph service in 
1863, and manager telegraph office at Harrisburg, 
Pa., in 1866; assistant in the office of С. Н. Summers, 
electrician Western Union Telegraph Company, 
Chicago, Ill., in 1871; superintendent of Philadel- 
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phia District Telegraph Company in 1873, and be. 
came associated in the telephone business in the 
fall of 1877, in Philadelphia, and was general тапа. 
ger of the Company until 1882, when he accepted 
his present position in Brooklyn. 


HENRY A. BOGARDUS, 


Familiarly known as “ Bogy,” was born at Amster- 
dam, №. Y., February, 18, 1837. Не entered the 
telegraph service as messenger at Schenectady, 


N. Y., for the Schenectady and Utica Railroad. 


Company. After he had learned telegraphy, his 


first appointment was at Saratoga Springs, in 1852, 
for the House American Printing Telegraph Com- 
pany. He was afterwards appointed manager at 
Whitehall, N. Y. In 1856, he went to St. Louis, 
Mo., where he remained until the breaking out of 
the war, when he was transferred to General 
Fremont’s headquarters, as an operator in the 
military telegraph service. He was then trans- 
ferred to General Hallock’s headquarters, where 
he first became known as “ Bogy,” which cognomen 
has followed him ever since. He was soon after 
transferred to the War Department at Washing- 
ton, D. C., until General McClellan moved his 
army, when he and J. B. Norris reported at 


McClellan's headquarters at Ship Point, where he 
Served until th 


the breaking up of his happy home, he became 
restless and started his itinerancy, which has never 
ceased up to the present time. From 1869 to 
1876, he worked in Detroit, Buffalo, Chicago, Cin- 


-cinnati, St. Louis, and in fact almost all of the 


larger cities, and while in San Francisco in the Cen- 
tennial year, he took voyage for Japan and China. 
On his return he continued his wanderings around 
the entire American continent, frequently walking 
hundreds of miles at a stretch. He has also 
visited Mexico and Cuba, but only to remain but 
a brief period, America being good enough for 
him. Mr. Bogardus has crossed the American con- 
tinent twenty-eight times, and twice out of that 
number he walked the entire distance from Omaha 
to San Francisco. Не has visited every city and 
town in the United States, and is familiar with 
every inch of American territory. He has accom- 
panied aeronauts in over one hundred balloon as- 
censions, and has many times been down in diving 
armor. He has also been in railroad accidents 
without number, but always managed to escape 
without injury. He was in the Ashtabula railroad 
disaster, and escaped death by being pulled through 
one of the car windows after it had fallen with the 
bridge over one hundred feet into tHe creek, 
covered with ice and snow. Notwithstanding 
the hardships and privations Mr. Bogardus has 
been subjected to during his perigrinations, cover- 
ring a period of a quarter of a century, he has 
never been seriously sick in his life, and is to-day 
as rugged as a man twenty years his junior, and 
with few gray hairs. Mr. Bogardus never expects 
to be other than what he now is. In the summer 
he spends his time in the north, and in the winter 
his traveling is confined to the southern states. 
Occasionally he procures a few days work at the 
key, subbing for some operator who perhaps 
desires to give him a helping hand, but he never 
remains but a few days at any one place. Не has 
held important telegraph positions in his day, how- 
ever. At опе time he was acting superintendent 
of the Dominion Telegraph Company, at Toronto, 
and has held the managership of many large offices. 
The managers and chief operators throughout the 
country are so familiar with “ Bogy’s” ways, that 
they are always glad to see him and ask him where 
he will be next. 


FRANK P. HERNANDEZ, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph Company, Jack- 
sonville, Fla., was born in Jacksonville, Fla., on 
May 19, 1853. At the age of fifteen he entered 
the International Ocean Telegraph Company's 
office in that town, as messenger. During the fol- 
lowing year he was made manager of the St. 
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FRANK P. HERNANDEZ. 


Augustine, Fla., office, being the third telegrapher 
to work in the oldest city in the United States. A 
year later he accepted a position with the Bruns- 
wick and Albany Railroad Company as operator at 
Waresboro, Ga., and worked there six months, 
when the road went into the hands of a receiver, 
and the telegraph system was discontinued. In 
1871, he accepted a position as agent and operator 
for the Jacksonville, Pensacola and Mobile Rail- 
road, at Ellaville, Fla., one of the largest lumbering 
manufacturing towns in the south, where he re- 
mained until 1873, when he was transferred to 
Jacksonville, where he took Associated Press until 
1878. When the yellow fever invaded the Missis- 
sippi Valley during the summer of 1878, a call 
was made by the Western Union Telegraph Com- · 
pany for volunteers. In September, he was one 
among the few to answer the call and was sent to 
Mobile, Ala., where he contracted the disease in 
October. Good medical attention and careful 
nursing saved him. Тһе summer after the epidemic 
he returned to Jacksonville, where he remained two 
years, thence to the Western Union Telegraph 
Company at Savannah, Fla., where he remained 
for eleven years, holding the position of night 
chief for several years. He returned to his first 
love, Jacksonville, in June, 1893, where he now 
alternates on the northern side of the Cuba cable 
wire. 


JOHN CLARK VAN DUZER, 


The well known old timerand military telegrapher, 
was born in Erie county, New York, іп 1827, 


JOHN CLARK VAN DUZER. 


Obtaining a common school education, he accepted 
a position in а printing office. His first experience 
in a printing office was in Utica, whence he went 
to another in New Haven, Conn. It was not long 
after this that he was editor and publisher of one 
ОГ two country papers back in New York state. 
It was while thus engaged that he learned 
to telegraph; that was in 1848. Мг. Van Duzer 
easily obtained employment, his first office being 
on J. J. Speed’s lines. More lucrative positions 
were soon open to him. The Western Union Tele- 
graph Company, then a small affair, secured his 
services, and later on, he went with the Erie Rail- 
road. It was on this road that the system of run- 
ning trains by telegraph was first introduced in this 
country and the world. At the outbreak of the 
war, Van Duzer, full of zeal for the Union, heartily 
responded. His services in Missouri and Western 
Tennessee, Alabama and Mississippi, inall of which 
he was indefatigable in his efforts to keep the army 
їп telegraphic communication, were invaluable to 
the nation. His Promotion in the service was as 
clearly deserved as that of any officer in the corps. 
He performed the greatest possible work in the 
army. His irresistible energy and courage in the 
management of the military telegraph in the south- 
west, and his personal qualities and magnetism 
endeared him to his subordinates to an extent un- 
surpassed. The History of the Military Telegraph 
contains ample evidence of his great achievements. 
He was promoted until he became lieutenant colo- 
nel, chief of the United States military telegraph 
in the southwest. On January oth, 1863, he was 
appointed assistant superintendent United States 


military telegraph, and assigned to the Depart- 
ment of the Cumberland, where he found himself 
once more in intimate official relation with Genera] 
Rosecrans, with whom he had been prior to the 
battle of Corinth. So highly did General Rosecrans 
appreciate Van Duzer and the telegraph, that he 
complimented him with an honorary appointment 
of captain and attached him to his staff, but Van 
Duzer had no actual military staéus until October, 
1863, when he was commissioned captain, and as- 
sistant quartermaster. Captain Van Duzer wasone 
of those rare men who could be familiar with sub- 
ordinates without detracting from his proper influ- 
ence over them. His command was none the less 
law because pleasantly given. Не had been теп. 
tioned as the only fighting officer in the corps. 
The fact is that the officers had, asa rule, but little 
Opportunity to distinguish themselves in that way, 
but Van Duzer from the beginning, made it a point 
to share all the dangers incident to the military 
telegrapher’s position on a campaign, 


GEORGE Сс. HARRIS, 


Chief operator Western 


pany, Jacksonville, Fla., was born in Mount 
Pleasant, Ga., November 21, 1854, He entered 
the telegraph service at Quitman, Ga., in 1870, and 
went to Savannah, Ga., as clerk in the commercial 
news department, jn 1874. From there he went 
to Lake City, Fla., in 1876, as cable Operator. In 
September, 1886, he was appointed night chief of 
the Jacksonville, Fla., office and was made chief 


Operator in March, 1891, which position he still 
retains. 


Union Telegraph Com- 
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KENT C. MURRAY, 


A well known old time telegrapher, of Norfolk, 
Va., was born in Botetourt county, Virginia, Nov- 
ember 25th, 1850. Не learned to telegraph on the 
Norfolk and Western Railroad, at Bonsack Station, 
about 1866, and soon came into the service of the 
Western Union Telegraph Company, as manager, 
at Farmville, Va. Thence to Richmond and Nor- 
folk, as Operator, and in 1870, he went to Mobile, 
and became the secretary of superintendent Charles 
G. Meriwether, of the fourth district. Afterwards 
he went into the service of the Southern Telegraph 
Company, as manager, at Mobile. When that 
company closed, he went to Chattanooga, as an 
Operator for the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
рапу again, and subsequently went to the New 
York office as an Operator, and served in the 
commercial news department as operator on the 
New York and Chicago Stock and Produce Ex- 
change duplex for about two years. He resigned 
to take a position as manager for the Norfolk 
and Western Railroad and the Western Union 
Telegraph Company, at Roanoke, Va., in the sum- 
mer of 1883. From Roanoke he came to Norfolk, 
as the manager of the Southern and Atlantic Com- 
pany. Не resigned from that to take the position 
of claim agent of the Boston, Baltimore and Nor- 
folk Steamship Company. He resigned that posi- 
tion to accept the editorship of the Norfolk Zand- 
mark, upon the death of Captain James Barron 
Hope, its editor, in 1887. This position he still 
holds, being one of the owners of the paper. Мг. 
Murray has been also superintendent of public 
education of the city of Norfolk for the past five 
years, with three years more to serve. He has 


been prominent for several years past in Vir- 
ginia politics, and he is spoken of favorably as 
the probable candidate for the governorship and 
United States senatorship. Mr. Murray studied 
law in Mobile, Ala., and was duly admitted to the 
bar in Tennessee and practiced in Chattanooga, 
working in the telegraph office nights. He was 
editor and part owner of the Chattanooga Times, 
immediately previous to its going into the present 
hands. 


HENRY E. WILSON, 


Manager Postal Telegraph office, 151 Front 
street, New York, was born at Boston, Mass., 
December 8th, 1870. Не first entered the tele- 
graph service in September, 1883, as messenger 
for American District Telegraph Company, at 122 
Front street, New York, where he remained about 
a year, after which he became messenger for the 
Bankers and Merchants Telegraph Company. 
American Rapid, United Lines, and finally the 
Postal Telegraph, in which company he steadily 
rose to the position he now holds. From messenger, 
he subsequently held positions of delivery clerk, re- 
ceiving clerk, and operator. He wastransferred to 
the office at 64 Stone street, where he showed such 
marked ability as operator and manager that he 
was placed in charge of the office at 151 Front 
street, and later Mr. Wilson was promoted to the 
position as manager of the office. He has made 
the reputation of being опе of the Postals most 


successful young managers. 


397 


SHIRLEY M. ENGLISH, 


Chief operator of the Postal Telegraph-Cable 
Company, New Orleans, La., was born at Mobile, 
Ala., March 31, 1862. He entered the telegraph 
service as messenger when 12 years of age, and 
has been successively manager of the Mobile Tele- 
phone Exchange, secretary of the Mobile and Gulf 
Telegraph Company, superintendent of the Mobile 
City Electric Light plant, quadruplex chief of the 
Western Union Telegraph Company, New Or- 
leans, La., and chief operator Postal Telegraph- 
Cable Company at the same place, which latter 
position he now occupies. Mr. English has been 
an enterprising agent for Telegraph Age for a 
number of years. Не is an electrician of some 
ability and has a bright future before him. 


GEORGE H. ALBEE, 


An old time telegrapher, now Justice of the Peace 
for Hartford county, Connecticut, was born at Hal- 
lowell, Maine, April, 1839, and received a common 
school] education, graduating from the high school 
at that place at the age of 16 years. Не received 
his first instruction in telegraphy in 1855, in the 
office of Colonel D. P. Livermoore, who is now about 
ninety-two years old, and probably the oldest ex- 
telegraph operator in the country. Miss Emma 
Livermoore, the first female operator in the country 
to read by sound, was his instructress. Mr. Albee’s 
first office was at Richmond, Maine; after remain- 
ing there about a year, he went to Boston and was 
engaged as clerk in the grocery business. When 
the war broke out in 1861, Mr. Albee accepted a 


GEORGE H. ALBEE. 


position on the Boston city lines, and was assigned 
to the East Boston office, but he was soon after 
transferred to the Charlestown, Mass., office, and 
remained there about a year, when he was trans- 
ferred to the Parker House. In 1863, he ac- 
cepted a position in the People’s Lines Boston 
office, and was subsequently with the Insulated Com- 
pany, and was assigned the management of the 
Norwich, Conn., office, and from that to the mana- 
gement of the New Haven office. In January, 
1870, Mr. Albee entered the employ of the New 
York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad Com- 
pany, as clerk and operator in the freight office at 
Hartford, and has been in the employ of that com- 
pany since that time In 1871, Mr. Albee located 
with his family in Windsor, Conn., where he now 
resides. Не has held many of the town offices, 
and is at present a Justice of the Peace for Hartford 
county. 


JOHN LONERGAN, 


Of Marysville, Kan., was born in 1843. He received 
a common school education, and at 13 years of age 
entered the service of the Wisconsin State Tele- 
graph Company, as messenger, in 1857. He was 
operator and clerk with the Milwaukee and Prairie 
Du Chien Railroad in 1860. In 1862, he was with 
the La Crosse and Milwaukee Railroad Company: 
He joined Blake’s independent company for set 
vice against the Sioux Indians during that маг 1П 
Minnesota, but he saw no active service. Shortly 
after this he entered the United States 
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Military Telegraph Corps, at the headquarters 
of the Army of the Cumberland. Later he 
was assigned to the gth Army Corps, in Kentucky, 
remaining at the front until General Rosecrans’ 
movement toward Chattanooga, when he was re- 
called and assigned to General Sheridan’s division. 
At the close of the Chickamauga campaign, he was 
assigned to General Crook during the Atlanta 
campaign, and he served in the field wherever 


JOHN LONERGAN. 


needed. He was next assigned to General Howard, 
of the Army of Tennessee, with whom he remained 
during the Georgia, South Carolina and North 
Carolina campaigns. At the close of the war he 
was appointed cipher operator at Nashville, and 
continued as such until the reconstruction of the 
southern states, and he was among the last to 
relinquish the cipher key, on June 30, 1869. He 
now resides at Marysville, Kansas. 


WILLIAM К. LETHAM, 


Manager of the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany, Bristol, Conn., was born in Glasgow, Scotland, 
September 7th, 1869. Whenhe was five years of age, 
his father, who was an American citizen, returned 
to New York. Young Letham first entered the tele- 
graph service as messenger for the Mutual Union 
Telegraph Company, January 15, 1882. He after- 
wards became clerk for the American District 
Telegraph Company, also for the Baltimore and 
Ohio Telegraph Company. He was afterwards 
а clerk for the Postal Telegraph Company, with 


WILLIAM R. LETHAM. 


which he served five years, when he went with the 
West Shore Railroad, working for three years in 
the different offices on the Hudson river division. 
He finally located in Jersey City; after a year’s so- 
journ there, he again secured a position with the 
Postal Telegraph Company at the Hoffman House, 
New York. His next position was with the New 
York, Ontario and Western Railroad, in their Wee- 
hawken, N. J., office, where he remained one year. 
He left there to accept the management of the 
Western Union Telegraph Company and ticket 
agency for the New York and New England Rail- 
road, at Bristol, Conn., where he has been located 
for the past three years. 


JOHN NELSON GAMEWELL, 


Was born in Marlborough district, South Carolina, 
December 25th, 1822. His business experience 
began in Charleston, S. C. Afterwards he went 
to Camden, S. C., married Miss Thornton, and 
made his home there until the close of the war. 
In 1843, he was appointed post-master, and while 
holding that office, the Camden Station of the old 
Washington and New Orleans Telegraph Company 
was located in a back room of the post-office. He 
was put in charge of it, being an amateur in the 
art of telegraphy. 

This old line would be a curiosity to-day. It 
was run along the stage road from Raleigh, №. C., 
a repeating station, through Fayetteville, Cheraw 
and Camden, to Columbia, S. C., also a repeating 
station. The wire of three strands twisted to- 
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gether, was fastened to insulators pressed over 
rags wound around the upturned end of an iron 
rod driven into pine trees abundant along the 
route. It was not uncommon for this line to be 
“down” for days together. Then the accumulated 
telegramsat either Raleigh or Columbia, were daily 
mailed by stage until the line was “ир.” It was 
amusing to hear these repeating stations ask each 
other the latest date of mailed messages received, 
to save the tedious task of repeating messages 
likely to arrive by stage before they could be re- 
ceived by wire. 

While in Washington consulting with Professor 
Henry on some electrical questions, Mr. Game- 
wells attention was drawn to the Channing and 
Farmer Fire Alarm Telegraph in Boston, Mass., 


JOHN NELSON GAMEWELL. 


as a practical application of electricity full of pro- 
mise. He continued his journey to that city, met 
those gentlemen, examined the system, and with 
the late James Dunlap, Esq, of Camden, S. C., 
bought their patents for the southern states, and 
resigned his official position as post-master, and 
manager of the telegraph office at Camden Station. 
After long continued efforts, he installed his first 
system of fire alarm telegraphs in St. Louis, Mo., 
and about that time bought the remaining interest 
in the patents. His second contract was with New 
Orleans, in the interim arranging with parties who 
were negotiating with Baltimore for an imperfect 
plant, to put up a more perfect legalized system in 
that city. 

In 1860, Mr. Gamewell contracted with Charles- 
ton, S. C., for a system which was not completely 
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put in operation until after the fall of Fort 
Sumter. Being a Carolinian, he remained in his 
native state until after Lee's surrender, serving 
first as assistant in the office of the war secretary 
of the independent and sovereign state of South 
Carolina, and after the confederacy was formed he 
was detailed to manufacture saltpetre at a large 
plantation near Columbia, where he remained until 
driven out by General Sherman. In the fall of that 
year he came north and after great effort regained 
his confiscated patents. In 1866, he made his 
first contract after the war for an extension of his 
first system in St. Louis. 

Early in 1871, Mr. Gamewell conceived and 
practically demonstrated “distant non-interfer- 
ence,” considered by many the most Important im- 
provement made in fire alarm telegraphy since its 
first introduction. Over 650 plants of the Game. 
well manufacture are now іп successful Operation 
їп as many cities and towns in the United States 
and Canada. 

Though over three score and ten Mr. Gamewell 
is rarely absent from his post, and is as devoted 


as ever to the best interest of the fire alarm tele- 
graph business. 


CHARLES RUDOLPH HOSMER, 


Who is at the head of the Canadian Pacific Rail- 
way Company’s telegraph system of Canada, was 
born of American parents in the small village of 
Coteau Landing, in the province of Quebec (about 
forty miles from Montreal), in November, 1851. 
He started learning telegraphy at the Grand Trunk 


Railway station at that village when a lad of thir- 
teen, and took charge of his first telegraph office 
in August, 1866, since which time he has been con- 
stantly employed in the telegraph business in one 
capacity or another. He taught telegraphy at 
Beauharnois, Maskinongeand Batiscan, in the prov- 
ince of Quebec, during the year 1868. From Coteau 
Landing he went to Kingston, Ontario, in the ser- 
vice of the Montreal Telegraph Company, being 
made manager of the Dominion Telegraph Com- 
pany at that place in 1870. With the same com- 
pany he worked in Buffalo in 1871, going to 
Montreal as superintendent of the Dominion Tele- 
отарһ Company in 1873, at the age of 22. He ге- 
mained in the service of the Dominion Telegraph 
Company until it was amalgamated with the Great 
North-western Company, when he organized the 
Canada Mutual Telegraph Company (in 1881), 
which was the Canadian connection of the Mutual 
Union Telegraph Company. He was president 
and general manager of this company until he went 
into the service of the Canadian Pacific Railway in 
1886. Mr. Hosmer is one of the vice presidents 
of the Commercial Cable Company, is general 
manager of the Pacific Postal Telegraph-Cable 
Company, which extends from Vancouver to San 
Diego, on the Pacific coast, and is also a director 
of the Postal Telegraph-Cable Company in New 
York, as well as of the Halifax and Bermudas 


Cable Company. 
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JAMES KENT, 


Superintendent of the Canadian Pacific Telegraphs, 
Montreal, Quebec, entered the service of the Mont- 


real Telegraph Company as messenger, shortly 
after leaving school in 1868. He was promoted to 
the operating room as check boy, and after a 
short time became an operator. After working as 
such for five years, he was appointed night chief, 
and subsequently day wire chief for the same com- 
pany, which position he held until 1886, when he 
resigned to accept the position of chief operator 
of the Canadian Pacific Railway Telegraphs at 
Montreal, which opened for business that year. In 
1890 he was promoted to the superintendency of 
the eastern division of the same system, which posi- 
tion he still holds. 
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W. J. CAMP, 


Electrician Canadian Pacific Railway telegraphs, 
Montreal, was born April 22nd, 1855, at Oakville, 
Ontario. After working in various kinds of busi- 
ness, he commenced his telegraph career in the 
freight office of the Grand Trunk Railway at Pres- 
cott, Ont. He entered the service of the Domin- 
ion Telegraph Company іп the same town, in 
September, 1874. Hewas not satisfied with being 
an operator, but began to study wire testing and 
switching, and in a few months was in charge of the 
wires in that district. The following spring, he 
was transferred to Montreal, as bookkeeper; in 
1876, he was promoted to be manager of the office 
at Watertown, N. Y., but a few months later he 
left the service and worked at different points on 
the New York Central Railroad and Troy and 
Boston Railroad, and for the Western Union at 
Albany, N. Y., leaving the latter place to return 
to his first love, the Dominion Telegraph Company 
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at Montreal, where he was appointed night chief. 
In January, 1878, he became train dispatcher for 
what is now a section of the Canadian Pacific Rail- 
road, but on the government seizing that road he 
returned to the night chiefship of the Dominion 
Telegraph Company, later on being advanced to 
assistant day chief. 

When the amalgamation of the telegraph com- 
panies took place in Canada in 1881, he was re- 
tained by the Great North Western Telegraph 
Company until the strike of 1883, when he was 
obliged (like many others) to seck employment 
elsewhere, and obtained a place in a small way sta- 
tion of the Canadian Pacific Railroad. After re- 
maining there a year he was appointed superin- 
tendent of the Holmes Electric Burglar Alarm 
Company, Montreal, from which he resigned to 
accept the position of electrician of the Canadian 
Pacific Railway Company’s Telegraph. 


H. PINGLE, 


Superintendent of the Ontario Division of the Ca- 
nadian Pacific Railway Telegraphs, was born in the 
township of Markham, Ont., in 1852. He learned 
telegraphy on the Northern Railroad at Stayner, 
in 1870, and after three years of service with that 
railroad as operator and train dispatcher he resigned 
to accept a position as operator for the Dominion 
Telegraph Company in Toronto, and was later ap- 
pointed assistant chief operator. In 1877, he was 
appointed travelling inspector, and manager of 
Toronto city offices in 1880. At the time of the 
amalgamation of the Dominion and Montreal tele- 
graph companies, in 1881, he was appointed city 


manager of the Canada Mutual Telegraph Com- 
pany, Toronto, which position he held until that 
company’s wires were taken over by the Canadian 
Pacific Railway's Telegraph in 1886, when he was 
appointed to the position which he still retains, 
and which is mentioned above. 
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JAMES WILSON, 


Born in Elora, Ontario, 1856. First worked in Mont- 
real Company’s telegraph office in native town, 
August,1870. In 1872, joined Dominion Telegraph 
Company's staff in Toronto. Transferred in 1876 
to the Direct United States cable station, Torbay, 
Nova Scotia. In 1878, was inspectorand paymas- 
ter of construction, and in 1879, superintendent of 
construction for the Dominion Telegraph Company, 
in the maritime provinces. In May, 1880, was 
appointed district superintendent in British Colum- 
bia, of the Dominion government telegraphs, 
which position he held until September 30th, 1886, 
when the major portion of this system was pur- 
chased by the Canadian Pacific Railway Company. 
Was appointed, 1st October, 1886, superintendent 
of the Pacific division of the Canadian Pacific 
Railway Company's telegraph, which position he 
now occupies. Mr. Wilson was, in October, 1891, 
reappointed district superintendent of the Dominion 
government telegraph lines, in British Columbia, 
this latter system embracing branches north and 
west beyond the limits of the Canadian Pacific 
Railway lines, and including in them the most 
northerly (Barkerville) and most westerly (Cape 
Beale) offices on the American continent. 
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WILLIAM CHRISTIE, 


Manager of the Canadian Pacific Railway Com- 
pany’s telegraph at Victoria, В. C., was born at 
Picton, N. S., February 5th, 1863. He is the eld- 
est son of the Rev. James Christie, and grandson 
of Peter Crichton, a well known and wealthy ship 
owner of Halifax, №. 5. Не received a good com- 
mon school education, winding up that portion of 
his career at the Truro Model School, when іп 1880, 
at the age of 17, he entered the service of the Do- 
minion Telegraph Company at that place, as mes- 
senger. Here, under the tutelage of the lady man- 
ager, Miss Mackenzie, he rapidly mastered the 
rudimentary principles of the profession sufficiently 
to be, in six months, transferred to North Sydney, 
as assistant operator. He was soon transferred to 
Halifax, and afterwards, as agent, to various smaller 
provincial towns. While acting as agent in Anti- 
gonishe, the Dominion Company was absorbed by 
the Western Union, and he thereupon transferred 
his allegiance to the latter company. In the sum- 
mer of 1881, he was sent to Torbay cable station, 
where he remained until the winter of ’82, when he 
took his departure for Texas, having resolved on 
trying a ranche life for the benefit of his health. 
Arriving at San Antonio, Texas, in the early 
spring of '82, he donned sombrero, blue shirt, top 
boots and the omnipresent sixshooter and became 
a cowboy, living in the saddle throughout the south- 
western portion of the state for a year, when he 
returned to telegraphing, at San Antonio and after- 
wards transferred to Galveston. Не left for Vic- 
toria, in December, 1884, entering the service of 
the Dominion Government Telegraph and Signal 


service as night operator, from which position he 


_has gradually worked his way up, until in Septem- 


ber, 1891, he was appointed manager, During 
the period of his residence at Victoria he has wit- 
nessed the remarkable advancement of the Pacific 
slope. Upon his arrival in British Columbia, there 
were no railways north of Tacoma, nor west of Win- 
nipeg. Telegraph wires гап along trails, cut 
through the virgin forest, or paralleled roads, none 
too passable. Fires and storms caused frequent 
interruptions, it being not frequent for Victoria to 
be telegraphically cut off from the outside world 
for as long a period as six weeks. Now, with rail- 
ways built and building, the service is almost un- 
interrupted. 


CHARLES L. HALLETT, 


Circuit manager Canadian Pacific Railway Com- 
рапу'ѕ Telegraph, Fort William, Ont., was born 
May 16th, 1864, at Keswick, York county, New 
Brunswick, where he learned telegraphy at the age 
of thirteen years and worked for the New Bruns- 
wick Railroad Company at Gibson, Melville, Wood- 
stock Junction, Hartland, Aristook, Grand Falls, 
St. Leonards and Edmonton, until 1879, when he 
entered the service of the Dominion Telegraph 
Company, at Riviere Du Loup, Que. Succeeding 
to the management of that office in 1880, and re- 
taining the office after the amalgamation of the 
Dominion and Montreal Telegraph Companies in 
1881, until it was made the repeating point with 
multiplex instruments between Montreal, St. John 
and Halifax, he was appointed chief operator, 
which position he retained until June, 1886, when 
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he left the profession to engage in the hardware 
business in Manitoba. 

In September of the same year he again entered 
the telegraph business, being appointed manager 
for the Canadian Pacific Railroad Company’s tele- 
graph offices at Port Arthur, Ont., and was ap- 
pointed circuit manager March oth, 1887, his office 
being removed to Fort William, August 16th, 1891, 
where we now find him. 

Mr. Hallett was married September 21st, 1887, 
at Winnipeg, Man., to Miss Gaetana J. Ross. He 
is an enterprising gentleman in every sense of the 
word. Не won the first prize of $100 given by 
Telegraph Age, in 1890, for the largest number of 
subscribers procured during the year, notwithstand- 
ing the fact that he was located at a point which is 
sparsely populated. 


FRED. T. JENNINGS, 


The subject of the above sketch, Mr. Fred. T. 
Jennings, chief operator and circuit’ manager for 
the Canadian Pacific Railway Company’s Telegraph, 
at Montreal, Can., began his telegraphic career in 
November, 1875, with the Montreal Telegraph 
Company, in that city. In 1880, that company 
became amalgamated with the Dominion Telegraph 
company, forming the present Great North- 
western Telegraph Company. Не remained in 
the employ of the latter company until the inaugu- 
ration of the Canadian Pacific Railway system in 
September, 1886, when he accepted the position of 
assistant chief operator for that company, being 
promoted to his present position in June, 1890. 
Mr. Jennings is one of the best known and popular 
officials in Canada. 


Н. Р. DWIGHT, 


President and general manager of the Great North- 
western Telegraph Company, Montreal, Que., was 
Winnepeg, Manitoba, superintendent Canadian born in Jefferson County, New York, in 1828. 


BENJAMIN STOCKTON JENKINS, 
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Pacific Telegraphs, western division. Born near He first served in Montreal as operator, under Mr. 


Richmond Hill, Ontario, April 8th, 1859. Entered 
service of Montreal Telegraph Company at Madoc, 
Ontario, when fourteen years of age. Subsequently 
with the Dominion Telegraph Company in western 
Ontario, and later with the Montreal Telegraph 
Company, at Montreal. Went to Winnepeg, 
Manitoba, in 1881, for the Canadian Pacific Rail- 
way Company. Appointed superintendent of 
telegraphs on the company’s western division, 
August Ist, 1883, which position he still holds. 
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O. S. Wood. Hewas removed to Toronto, and 
was sole operator in that city during the year 1849. 
Since Mr. Wood’s resignation in 1860, he has been 
practically the head of the telegraph system of 
British North America. Mr. Dwight has been 
mainly instrumental in placing the Dominion о 
Canada second to no country in the world in oa 
gard to the extent and cheapness of its telegraphic 
facilities. Notwithstanding its comparatively spars 
and scattered population, it possesses to-day а SY 


tem of telegraphs, which, for the number of offices 
in proportion to population, cheapness of service in 
proportion to distance, effectiveness and extent of 
facilities, is surpassed by no other country of the 
world, if indeed it is equaled or approached. It 
must be remembered, also, that there are in Canada 
hundreds of miles of lines maintained at great ех- 
pense, over rough and unfrequented roads, pene- 
trating to the remotest settlements. As the advo- 
cate and pioneer of acheap, uniform and yet profit- 
able rate for instantaneous communication, Mr. 
Dwight takes a place іп the front rank of his pro- 
fession in North America. It is doubtful if any 
country in the world has as great a number of small 
telegraph offices in proportion to its population. 
It is difficult to put the finger upon any point of 
the least significance on the map of Canada, which 


H. P. DWIGHT. 


is not placed in telegraphic communication with 
the rest of the world, while the growth of the sys- 
tem in larger places has been so marked and the 
facilities afforded so ample, as to far exceed those 
in the United States or any country of Europe. 
The Great Northwestern Telegraph Company was 
incorporated May 7th, 1880, by an act of Parlia- 
ment of Canada. Under the powers of its charter 
it effected a lease of the lines of the Montreal and 
Dominion Telegraph Companies in 1881. The 
company now operates 44,000 miles of line (22,000 
miles of poles), and has 2,000 offices in the pro- 
vinces of Ontario, Quebec, Manitoba, New Bruns- 
wick and northern New York. It has contracts 
with thirty-five or forty different railway com- 
panies. The company works in friendly alliance 
with the Western Union Telegraph Company in 
the United States. 


GEORGE D. PERRY, 


Secretary and auditor Great Northwestern Tele- 
graph Company of Canada, was born at Whitby, 
Ont., on April 19th, 1858, and is thus in his thirty- 
sixth year. He received a good education at 
Trinity College School, Port Hope, Ont., and in 
November, 1877, entered the service of the Stand- 
ard Bank of Canada, at their Colborne, Ont., branch. 
In February, 1880, he was appointed cashier of the 
Credit Valley Railway Company, which was later 
absorbed by the Canadian Pacific Railway Company. 
In February, 1881, he accepted the position of 
bookkeeper with the Dominion Telegraph Com- 
pany and retained the same until the consolidation 
of the telegraph lines in Canada, in September, 
1881. He then became private secretary to the 
secretary of the Great Northwestern Telegraph 
Company, and in turn was appointed chief clerk, 
assistant auditor, and on December 4th, 1891, 
secretary and auditor, which position he still holds. 


NORMAN W. BETHUNE, 


Superintendent of the Ottawa division of the Great 
North-western Telegraph Company, was born at 
Montreal, Canada, in 1828. He entered the service 
of the Montreal Telegraph Company, the pioneer 
line of Canada, at its inception in 1847, and 15 the 
only survivor of the original class of operators 
taught the business for the purpose of filling the 
offices of that company. He took charge of the 
Montreal office on the Montreal and Troy line, in 
1849, and the following year removed to Burlington, 
Vermont, and subsequently to Troy, N. Y., where 
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he remained some years. In 1853, he had charge 
of all the Morse line offices in Troy, the New York, 
Albany and Buffalo, Troy and Canada Junction 
and Saratoga lines, and in 1855, he returned to the 
service of the Montreal Telegraph Company, as 
local manager of the Montreal office. He was 
transferred to Ottawa, Ont.,in 1863, in anticipation 
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NORMAN W. BETHUNE. 


of the speedy removal of the seat of government 
to that place from Quebec. He took an active 
part in the extension of telegraph lines throughout 
the Ottawa valley, and in 1873, was made superin- 
tendent of that district. He has retained the 
same position under the Great North-western Tele- 
graph Company, since the consolidation of the 
Montreal and Dominion telegraph lines under that 
company. 


A. B. SMITH, 


Superintendent of construction, Great North-west- 
ern Telegraph Company, Toronto, Ont., is among 
the number of bright young fellows who commenced 
their career in the Montreal office of the Montreal 
Telegraph Company, in 1862. He rose from the 
lowest round to the position of superintendent of 
construction. Mr. Smith is a man who does not 
expect and does not seem to need either publicity 
or praise, but he is one of those steadfast fellows 
whom you can “lay down on,” as the saying goes, 
and if he can’t get his day’s work done in 24 hours, 
why—he will work 26. In 1869, Hamilton office 
required a chief operator, and young Smith was 
sent up from Montreal in August of that year to 


A. B. SMITH. 


fill the position. He was possessed of an enquir- 
ing mind and an energy which overcame all 
obstacles, and he soon won the confidence of all 
who had to do with him. In 1872, he was selected 
to fill the position of travelling inspector, the duties 
of which he discharged with his usual promptitude 
and push, making a reputation for himself with the 
chief officers of the company. In December, 1883, 
Mr. Smith was removed to Toronto as general 
inspector, and in 1889, was appointed superintend- 
ent of construction for the entire system. Mr. 
Smith is an experienced and capable electrician, 
and is regarded as being one of the brightest men 
in the business. 


ROBERT F. EASSON, 


Entered the service of the Montreal Telegraph 
Company, at Toronto, as messenger, in 1849. He 
was speedily promoted to the position of book- 
keeper. In 1852, he wasan operator inthe Toronto 
office, being among the first operators to read 
by sound. In 1853, he removed to Chicago and 
engaged with the late Mr. Ezra Cornell to work in 
Chicago office. After remaining a short time he 
was sent to Laporte, Indiana. On leaving Laporte, 
he went to Plymouth, Indiana, driving right through 
the bush to reach that place. Here he, in company 
with E. B. Stevens, of Chicago, opened an office. 
Mr. Easson remained at Plymouth nearly a month, 
teaching a young Hoosier to telegraph and leaving 
him in charge of the office. From Plymouth the 
subject of our sketch proceeded to Logansport, 
Indiana, where he was stationed for three or four 
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ROBERT F. EASSON. 


months, returning to Chicago late in the fall of 
1853. From this time until 1855, he was operator 
in the Chicago office, and worked the old Speed- 
Cornell line, which ran through the woods and 
along the highways from Chicago to Detroit. 
When Mr. Easson first arrived in Chicago in 1853, 
the entire staff of operators in that office did not 
exceed half a dozen, and when he left Chicago in 
1855, there were not morethan a dozen operators 
in that now great city. He can, therefore, be fit- 
tingly termed one of the pioneers of telegraphy in 
the west. Returning to Canada in 1855, Mr. 
Easson re-engaged with the Montreal Telegraph 
Company, at Toronto, as operator. In 1859, he 
was appointed operator and Associated Press 
agent at Father Point, Que., where the Canadian 
ocean steamers were intercepted, and their news 
sent on by telegraph in advance of the steamers’ 
arrival at Quebec. Quitting Father Point, he re- 
turned to the Toronto office, where he worked the 
Montreal circuit until about 1864, when he was ap- 
pointed chief operator, occupying this position 
until about 1880. The old Montreal Telegraph 
Company, under the direction of general manager 
H. P. Dwight, had established on its own account 
a system of gathering and transmitting news for 
the press, and upon the Great North-western Tele- 
graph Company assuming control of the Montreal 
and Dominion telegraph companies, the former 
company continued the system of news-gathering, 
which had increased wonderfully in the meantime, 
and Mr. Easson was appointed to take charge of 
this branch of the business, with the title of “ super- 
intendent of reports,” a position which his talents 
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and previous experience eminently qualified him to 
fullfl with credit to himself and the company he 
had served so long and faithfully. No man is bet- 
ter or more favorably known in Canadian telegraphic 
circles than “ R. F, Е.” (his business пот de plume), 
and being naturally of a genial and kindly dis- 
position, he is highly esteemed by all who have ever 
had the pleasure of his acquaintance. Robert Е. 
Easson was born in Prinlaws, Scotland, June 14th, 
1838, and went to Canada when quite young. 


CHARLES NOBLE, 


Assistant chief operator of the Great North-western 
Telegraph Company, Montreal, Que., was born in 
Oakville, Ont., in 1860, but was reared and 
educated in Goderich, Ont., his parents having 
moved to the lattter place while he was yet a mere 
child. At school he was noted as a bright boy and 
a diligent student. He took up telegraphy under 
Mr. Armstrong, the local agent at Goderich. In 
this, as at school, he made rapid progress, and at 
the early age of 16, started out for himself a full 
Hedged operator. After working for short periods 
in several of the larger Canadian offices, including 
the Montreal Telegraph Company in Toronto, and 
the offices of both the Montreal and Dominion 
companies in Montreal, he went in 1881 to New 
York, for the American Union, and shortly after- 
wards when that company was absorbed by the 
Western Union, he was transferred to 195 Broad- 
way, where he ranked as a gilt-edged operator. A 
year or so later, owing to ill health, he resigned 
and returned to Montreal, where he was offered 


and accepted a position with the Great North- 
western Telegraph Company. Here, his ability as 
an operator and the excellence of his copy were at 
once recognized, and he was soon assigned to the 
Associated Press wire which was then a very heavy 
circuit. In 1883, he was promoted to the night 
chiefship, and on the retirement of Mr. J. S. 
MacKenzie, a few months later, succeeded to the 
position of assistant chief, which position he still 
holds. Mr. Noble is, in a broad sense, a repre- 
sentative telegrapher. By natural bent and long 
service, he is inseparably wedded to the business, 
and is ever ready to promote the best interests of 
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the profession. He is one of the few to whom 
telegraphy does not seem to be monotonous, and 
who can take up the duties of each succeeding day 
with renewed enthusiasm. Even in the minor de- 
tails of the work his interest is unflagging, and 
when typewriters became the rage, he was one of 
the first Canadian operators to learn and success- 
fully use a machine. Mr. Noble is a shrewd ob- 
server of men and things, and as assistant chief he 
is efficient and popular. Though a young man in 
years, he may, in view of his long service and 
varied experience, be justly ranked as an old timer, 
or more appropriately an old timer “ up to date.” 


TELEGRAPHERS OF TO-DAY. 


PART FOUR. 


THE FOLLOWING PAGES ARE DEVOTED TO THE INTERESTS OF THOSE REPRESENTING THE 


CABLE COMPANIES AND THE PRESS ASSOCIATIONS. 


GEORGE GRAY WARD, 


VICE-PRESIDENT AND GENERAL MANAGER COMMERCIAL CABLE COMPANY, NEW YORK. 


кой Google 


GEORGE Gray Warp, born at Great Hadham, 
Hertfordshire, England, December 30th, 1844. 
Educated at a private school at Cambridge. Mr. 
Ward developed while at school a taste for tele- 
graphy at the age of ten, and received a prize 
for his knowledge of the art. On leaving school 
he entered the Electric Telegraph Company, and 
after passing through the various grades of the 
service at different stations, resigned in 1865, and 
joined the Egyptian government telegraph ser- 
vice, and was stationed for about three years at 
Alexandria. Mr. Ward was one of the few who 
stuck to his post during the cholera of 1865, and 
his valuable services rendered to the government 
at that period, were especially acknowledged by 
Ismael Pacha, the late Viceroy. Finding the 
field for advancement was not very large in that 
service, he resigned, and accepted a position with 
the first French Atlantic Cable Company (1869), 
and was selected to accompany the “ Great East- 
ern” as a member of the electrical staff during the 
laying of the cable. Mr. Ward was stationed at St. 
Pierre, Miquelon, and remained there five years. 
In 1874, owing to ill health, he resigned his posi- 
tion and returned to England. He afterwards 
joined the Direct United States Cable Company, 
as superintendent, and organized that company’s 
system іп the United States, making his head- 
quarters in New York. Previous to the advent of 
the Direct Cable it was considered a great feat to 
receive an answer to a cablegram from London in- 
side of thirty or forty minutes. Mr. Ward so im- 
proved the service that he reduced the time toa 
minimum, and it is now an everyday occurrence to 
receive replies in less than five minutes. Не made 
the Direct Cable Company very popular, not only 
with the public but with the press. In 1884, he ac- 
cepted the post of secretary and general manager 
of the Commercial Cable Company. In 1890, he 
was relieved of the position of secretary, and elected 
vice-president of the company, and in this position 
those qualities of sound generalship which have 
characterized Mr. Ward’s connection with the Com- 
mercial have enabled him to achieve great successes 
in the interests of the cabling public, by perfecting 
an up-to-date unique transatlantic service, whilst 
his urbanity, consistent impartiality, and tact in 
the administration of the company’s internal affairs, 
have merited the confidence and affection of the 
many members of the company’s staff. Mr. Ward’s 
skill and diplomacy have more than once brought 
delicate and important negotiations entrusted to 
him to a successful issue. His relations with the 
officials of the telegraph companies of America 
and Europe, whether opposed to his company or 
not, have always been most pleasant. Mr. Ward 
is a director and a member of the Executive Com- 


mittee of the Postal Telegraph-Cable Company 
and a director of the Brooklyn District Telegraph 
Company, and a member of the New York Chamber 
of Commerce. Не 15 also honorary secretary and 
treasurer of the Institution of Electrical Engineers 
in the United States. 
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GEORGE Н. BAMBRIDGE, 


Was born at Brighton, England, in the year 1846, 
and entered the telegraph service in 1863, under 
William H. Preece, now engineer-in-chief of the 
government telegraphs in Great Britain. Mr. 
Bambridge was employed in the telegraph service 
in various parts of England up to 1866, when he 
joined the Anglo-American Telegraph Company, 
and was for several years its assistant superintend- 
ent in London. On organization of the Direct 
United States Cable Company in 1874, he was 
selected as its superintendent in London. Не re- 
mained with that company until 1879, when he ac- 
cepted a similar position with the Compagnie 
Francaise du Télégraphe de Paris А New York 
(known as the French Atlantic Cable Company); 
which at that time came into existence. In 1884 
he resigned from that company and was appointed 
general superintendent in England of the Com- 
mercial Cable Company (“ Mackay-Bennett” sys- 
tem), which position he still holds. 

Mr. Bambridge is a thoroughly practical man. 
As an operator he had scarcely ап equal, the 
“ сору” which he turned out being superb. His 
long residence in London and his constant inter- 
course with the other Atlantic cable companies 
has gained for him a large and varied experience 
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in the submarine telegraph business. Mr. Bam- 
bridge’s personal traits are remarkable. He isa 
large hearted whole souled man with the greatest 
interest for those around and under him. During 
the World’s Fair in 1893, he took occasion for the 
first time in his life to visit the United States. He 
was greatly astonished and pleased with what he 
saw in this country, and was deeply interested in 
the system of telegraphs, telephones, etc. Hehad 
a host of American friends before he saw America, 
and added largely to the number during his stay. 


GEORGE CLAPPERTON, 


Superintendent the Commercial Cable Company, 
New York, was born in 1854, at Ercall Magna, 
Shropshire, England. He has been engaged in 
railway and telegraph work since 1868. He was 
sent to America by the Direct United States Cable 
Company in 1874, and was an operator in its ser- 
vice until 1882. Не was employed by the West- 
ern Union Telegraph Company, at Canso, Nova 
Scotia, from 1882 until 1884. In 1884, he secured 
the position which he now holds with the Com- 
mercial Cable Company. Mr. Clapperton is а ca- 
pable and reliable official and understands and 15 
thoroughly devoted to his work. Не is one of 
those men who considers himself always on duty. 
Mr. Clapperton is affable at all times and is much 
respected by those under him. 


SAMUEL S. DICKENSON, 


Superintendent Commercial Cable Company, 
Canso, N. S., was born at Plymouth, England, on 
the 8th of May, 1852. Не received his education 
at the high school of that city, and entered the tele- 
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SAMUEL S. DICKENSON. 


graph service in November, 1867. He remained 
at Plymouth three years, and on the government 
assuming the control of the telegraphs in 1870, he 
was transferred to the central office in London. 
He was at this time acknowledged to be one of the 
best operators in the country. In 1874, he joined 
the Direct United States Cable Company's service, 
and was sent out to Torbay, Nova Scotia, in charge 
of a portion of the staff of that station. Hebecame 
assistant superintendent there, and did much to 
make the Direct Cable а success. In March, 1884, 
he accepted the position of superintendent of the 
station at Hazelhill (Canso), N. S., for the Commer- 
cial Cable Co., where he has seven cables under his 
charge. His work at Canso is too well known to 
require any mention here. No telegraph man is 
better known or more esteemed throughout the 
province of Nova Scotia than S. S. Dickenson. 
He is a gentleman of great ability and much tact, 
an expert electrician, and has few equals as an all 
round telegrapher. He is an authority on cable 
duplex working, and no one knows more about the 
management of the apparatus. Asa manager, Мг. 
Dickenson has no superior, thoroughly straight- 
forward in all his dealings, he possesses a most 
kindly disposition, and no man could possibly be 
more popular with his staff. Mr. Dickenson is of 
commanding appearance, standing six feet three 
inches in height. 


THOMAS J. WILMOT, 


Superintendent of the Commercial Cable Company's 
station, at Waterville, County Kerry, Ireland, was 


THOMAS J. WILMOT. 


born оп the roth of September, 1851, in London, 
and entered the telegraph service in 1866, with the 
Electric and International Telegraph Company. 
He made rapid progress in the profession, more 
especially in the electrical and engineering branch, 
and his abilities were soon recognized by W. H. 
Preece, who took great interest in him. In April, 
1874, he decided to try his fortune in the cable 
service, where the higher class work of the profes- 
sion has to be performed. He joined the Direct 
United States Cable Company, and was employed 
in the works of Siemens Brothers in testing the 
cable during the process of manufacture. After 
its completion, he was sent out as an operator with 
others to Rye Beach, New Hampshire. His abilities 
were very soon observed by Mr. George G. Ward, 
who was at that time in charge of the Direct United 
States Company’s affairs in America. Mr. Ward 
gave the young man every encouragement and 
opportunity to gain knowledge, and before very 
long, Mr. Wilmot had perfected a system of repeat- 
ing between submarine cables and land lines, which 
has been used there ever since, and which was later 
adopted by the Commercial Cable Company. 
When Mr. Ward left the Direct United States 
Cable Company and connected himself with the 
Commercial Cable Company, Mr. Wilmot followed 
his old chief, and in 1884, we find him superintend- 
ent of its Boston office. He secured a large share 
of traffic for his company in Boston, and made 
himself very popular by his pleasant, agreeable, 
and business-like manners. One of Mr. Wilmot’s 
latest and most important achievements is the 


adaptation of the Wheatstone Automatic Trans. 
mitter to long submarine cables. The Commercial 
Cable Company is using this invention with excel- 
lent results, and it is said to be the greatest 
advancement in cable telegraphy during the last 
twenty years. Mr. Wilmot is an excellent mecha- 
nician, draughtsman, and electrician, thoroughly 
understanding every detail of telegraphy. He isa 
member of the Institution of Electrical Engineers, 
London; Society of Arts, London; and of the 
American Association for the Advancement of 
Science, 


HORATIO J. TRACEY, 
Superintendent of the Commercial Cable Company, 
Glasgow, Scotland, was born in London, England. 
He joined the Electric and International Telegraph 


Company, іп 1862. From 1870 to 1882, he served 
in the Eastern Telegraph Company, at their Gibral- 
tar and Lands End (England) stations. The next 
year found him superintendent in the employ of 
the Central and South American Telegraph Com- 
pany, at Buena Ventura. He left that company in 
the latter part of 1883, and entered the service of 
Messrs. Siemens Brothers and Company, Limited, 
in their electrical department. On December 1, 
1884, he assumed the position of superintendent of 
the Commercial Cable Company’s Glasgow station, 
where he is at present, Mr. Traceyis an able man 
and has the valuable faculty of controlling a large 
portion of the cable business of Scotland. 


FREDERICK WARD, 


Superintendent Commercial Cable Company, Wes- 
ton-super-Mare, England, was born at Cambridge, 
England, on the 11th of March, 1850. He was 
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FREDERICK WARD. 


educated in his native place, and entered the tele- 
graph service immediately on leaving school. He 
was for some years in the employ of both telegraph 
and railway companies in England. On the estab- 
lishment of submarine telegraphy to the far east 
25 years ago, he went to Italy and Sicily and was 
afterwards transferred to Aden in the Red Sea, 
where he remained for some time. When the Jap- 
anese government decided to introduce the tele- 
graph into that country, he with three or four 
others was selected to go to Tokio, to teach the 
Japanese the art. He remained in Japan eight 
years. He visited the United States, in 1879, and 
after enjoying a well earned vacation, accepted a 
position as superintendent at Sydney, Cape Breton, 
in the French Atlantic Cable Company. On the 
organization of the Commercial Cable Company, 
in 1884, he entered that company’s employ, and is 
at present in charge of its cables at Weston-super- 
Mare, England.. Mr. Ward has been a great 
traveller and has had a large experience ; he is a 
man of much ability and an excellent linguist, 
speaking the continental languages fluently, as well 
as being conversant with several of the Oriental 
tongues, 


FRANK WILSON, 


Superintendent Commercial Cable Company, 
Boston, Mass., was born at March, Cambridgeshire, 
England, in 1857, and after mastering the usual 
course of studies he became secretary to his uncle, 
who was a civil engineer in the service of one of 
the large railways of England. Не, however, de- 
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FRANK WILSON. 


cided to follow in the footsteps of his elder brother 
who was already a cable operator in the Orient, 
but as he did not know the first thing about tele- 
graphy it was a difficult matter to obtain a position 
in the cable service. То overcome this deficiency, 
young Wilson hit on a novel idea. He asked his 
brother to send him the cable alphabet and also 
some tape of old messages ; these with two pieces 
of wood put together for a cable key, formed his 
“telegraph school;” and such ingenuity, coupled 
with persistency, soon enabled him to pass an 
examination as a first-class cable operator, without 
ever having seen an instrument. 

Immediately afterwards, he obtained employment 
with the Eastern Telegraph Company, and was 
sent to Egypt. Helater went to Braziland Mexico, 
and subsequently connected himself with the 
French Atlantic Cable Company, at St. Pierre, 
Miquelon. 

He joined the Commercial Cable Company when 
they started in 1884, and did admirable work as a 
recorder operatorin New York. In January, 1891, 
he was appointed superintendent at Boston, and 
the results he has obtained there prove him to be 
one of the smartest business men in the company's 
Service. 


ROBERT HERNE, 


Superintendent Commercial Cable Company, 
Rockport, Mass., saw light at Limerick, Ireland, 
on the 30th September, 1852, where he was edu- 
cated. He joined the government telegraph ser- 
vice in the landof his birth, and became associated 
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ROBERT HERNE. 


with the United States Cable Company, in 1874, 
and was stationed at Ballingskelligs, Ireland, and 
Rye Beach, New Hampshire. In 1884, he joined 
the Commercial Cable Company as superintendent 
at Rockport, Mass. Mr. Herne is capable, and in 
fact an excellent officer in every respect. 
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EUGENE NAPOLEON BECUE, 


Superintendent Commercial Cable Company, 
Havre, France, was born in France, and 15 50 years 
оа Не was for many years in the service of the 
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French government telegraphs at Boulogne, Paris, 
and other cities. Іп 1869, he joined the first Atlan- 
tic cable laid between France and the United 
States, and was stationed at Brest for ten years. 
In 1879, he became superintendent in France of 
the second French cable, the Pouyer-Quertier 
Company, and in 1884, he accepted the position of 
superintendent at Havre of the Commercial Cable 
Company. Mr. Becue has a thorough knowledge 
of the working of the continental telegraph admin- 
istrations, is a man full of resource and always 
alive to the interests of his company. Mr. Becue 
speaks English fluently, and is an accomplished 
musician. 


JOHN H. SMART, 


Assistant-superintendent Commercial Cable Com- 
pany, New York, was born at Bristol, England, 
January 29th, 1859. He learned to telegraph at 
the Bristol post-office, and was appointed operator 
in May, 1874. In 1878, he was engaged by the 
Eastern Telegraph Company for service їп London, 
and remained with that company two years. 11 
1880, he left England for Cape Cod, Mass., to 
fill a position with the French Cable Company. 
After three years there, the term agreed upon, he 
worked successively at the Western Union Cable 
office, Canso, N. S., at Utica, Syracuse, and Buffalo, 
on the West Shore Railroad—then in course of 
construction—and finally engaged with the Com- 
mercial Cable Company, New York, as an all 
round operator. The Commercial’s test of an all- 
round operator, was his ability to work Recorder, 
Mirror, Continental and American Morse, besides 


a knowledge of office work. He was appointed 
assistant superintendent in 1886, and holds that 
position at the present time. 


CAPTAIN ERNEST G. SCHENK. 


“ Mackay-Bennett,” and has proved himself а mas- 
ter in the work of repairing cables. Captain 
Schenk is of gentlemanly bearing, high character, 
JOSEPH FURZE, a splendid navigator and devoted to scientific 
research. 


Superintendent Commercial Cable Company, Liv- 
erpool, England, was born at Tavistock, England, 
21st February, 1853. Мг. Furze has had a wide 
experience in telegraphy. He began his career 
at an early age in England. Не was for several 
years in the Straits Settlements in the Eastern 
Telegraph Company. He afterwards became con- 
nected with the Direct United States Cable Com- 
pany in Ireland. On the establishment of the 
Commercial Cable Company, he took charge of its 
business in Liverpool, and has shown himself to be 
one of the ablest men in that company’s service. 


CAPTAIN ERNEST G. SCHENK, 


Commander Commercial Cable Company’s repair- 
ing steamer, Mackay-Bennett, is a native of Swan- 
sea, England, and is 41 years of age, having been 
born on 30th September, 1853. He started a sea- 
faring life like all sailors, at an early age, and has 
worked his way through every grade of his profes- 
sion. He became connected with submarine tele- 
graphy early in the eighties, when he entered the 
employ of Messrs. Siemens Brothers and Company. GENERAL EDWARD В. FOWLER, 


He became chief officer of the steamer “ Faraday,” | 
and was in that capacity during the laying of sev- Auditor of the Commercial Cable Company, New 


eral Atlantic cables. In 1891 he took command York, in addition to his telegraph record, possesses 
of the Commercial Cable Company's steamer ап enviable record of military service. He was the 
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war colonel of the gallant 14th Regiment of 
Brooklyn, otherwise known as the “ Red Legged 
Devils,” and the “ Fighting 14th.” His ancestors 
were among the early settlers of Hempstead, L. I. 
He was born in New York city, in 1827, but his 
family moved to Brooklyn when he was an infant. 
Besides availing himself of the educational facilities 
afforded by the public schools of that period, he 
received special instruction from a graduate of 
Yale College in mathematics, for which he evinced 
a marked talent, and in other studies not included 
in the school curriculum. Early in life he displayed 
a predilection for military affairs, and at the age of 
eighteen (18) was serving as first sergeant of the 
Union Blues. When the rath Regiment was or- 
ganized in 1847, he received a lieutenant’s commis- 
sion, and afterward rose through every rank to 
that of colonel. When the 14th went to the front, 
he gave up his position as accountant with the 
Brooklyn Gas Light Company, and engaged in 
active service as lieutenant-colonel. Afier the bat- 
tle of Bull Run he succeeded to the command of 
his regiment. He was engaged in twenty-two 
battles and skirmishes, in all of which he was either 
їп command of the regiment or of the brigade to 
which it was attached. His service at the great 
battle of Gettysburg, where he was in command of 
his brigade, was especially meritorious and success. 
ful. He was mustered out of service with his 
regiment, on June 6th, 1864, and for gallant and 
meritorious conduct was brevetted brigadier- 
general. 

Since the war, General Fowler’s energies have 
been successively directed to duties as Custom 
House official, merchant, bank cashier, chief clerk 
Brooklyn Board of Audit, member Kings county 
Board of Supervisors, treasurer of the Atlantic and 
Pacific Telegraph Company, chief deputy of the 
Internal Revenue department, Brooklyn, and for 
the past eight years as auditor of the Commercial 
Cable Company. He is highly esteemed by 
president Mackay of the Commercial Cable Com- 
pany, by all his official associates, and by his host 
of friends, for his business ability, and also for his 
sterling character, kindness of heart and genial 
manners. 


CHARLES E. MERRITT. 


Cashier Commercial Cable Company, New York, 
was born on the 13th April, 1846, at Marlborough, 
New York. After leaving school he steered his 
course for the metropolis, and in 1862 entered the 
service of the American Telegraph Company, at 
New York. He remained in New York until 1860, 
when he joined the first French Cable Company, 
and was sent to St. Pierre, Miquelon. At this time 


CHARLES E. MERRITT. 


Sir William Thomson’s cable siphon recorder was 
being introduced at that station and Mr. Merritt 
was one of the first to work the instrument. He 
was there upwards of a year, but his desire to be 
under the stars and stripes in preference to the 
tri-color, caused him to return to America. He 
then engaged with the Atlantic and Pacific Tele- 
graph Company, and when the Direct United 
States Cable Company started in 1874, he joined 
that company as cable receiver at 16 Broad street. 
In 1881, he was appointed cashier of the company, 
and after the Direct Company closed its office he 
was employed as receiver for the Western Union 
Telegraph Company at their central cable office. 
In 1884, he attached himself to the Commercial 
Cable Company as cashier, where he has been ever 
since. Мг. Merritt is a man of sterling character, 
thoroughly business like and reliable, has excellent 
judgment and is a true friend. 


WILLIAM KILPACK SMITH, 


Chief clerk Commercial Cable Company, was born 
almost in the shadow of the effigy of Peeping Tom, 
In the city of Lady Godiva fame, on the 30th of 
April, 1846. He entered the service of the Elec- 


tric and International Telegraph Company on the 
18th of October, 1860, and after 


Stationed at the London terminus (Euston) of the 
London and North-western Railway. Commercial 
business offering better inducements he retired 
from the telegraph service and entered the large 
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counting house of Messss. S. W. Silver and Com- 
pany, the original promoters of the now famous 
India Rubber Gutta Percha and Telegraph Works 
Company, at Silvertown, England. Failing health 
however, compelled him to leave London alto- 
gether in 1869, and on the 4th of January, 1870, 
he arrived in New York, the same day obtaining a 
position in the executive department of the West- 
ern Union Telegraph Company, where for many 
years he had charge of the official business of 
superintendents J. C. Hinchman and A. S. Brown, 
until in 1880, when Mr. Hamilton McKay Twombly 
assigned Mr. Smith to special duty. The change 
in the administration of that company the following 


WILLIAM KILPACK SMITH. 


year, rendered him supernumerary, and thereafter 
he spent several years in outside business as an ac- 
countant, in which profession he is an expert. 
The winding up of the Francklyn Land and Cattle 
Company, of which he was secretary, made another 
change necessary, and he again returned to the 
telegraph business and joined the Commercial 
Cable Company, where he now occupies the position 
of chief clerk in the executive office, under vice- 
president and general manager George G. Ward. 
Mr. Smith is very active, painstaking, and a lover 
of hard work. No better man could be found to 
handle the mass of correspondence and details of 
an executive office of a large company. 


FRANK H. DENNIS, 


FRANK H. DENNIS, 


July 27th, 1850. He entered the service of the 
Western Union Telegraph Company June st, 
1871, as abstract clerk, in the ‘‘cable room,” at 
145 Broadway. Heremained with that corporation 
in charge of the Cable Abstract Bureau until De- 
cember 31st, 1884, when he resigned to enter the 
service of the Commercial Cable Company, at New 
York, in charge of the clearing house of that com- 
pany’s system. Mr. Dennis is an expert at his busi- 
ness, most courteous, and has the good will of all 
those associated with him in that popular company. 
Mr. Dennis has а taste for journalism and is at 
present editor of the Kearny, N. J., Republican. 


ALBERT BECK, 


Assistant secretary Commercial Cable Company, 
was born in New York on December 28th, 1866. 
At a comparatively early age he secured a position 
in the private office of the late well known lawyer 
Samuel L. M. Barlow, with the intention of study- 
ing law. After remaining there five years, however, 
he in 1884 entered the employ of the Commercial 
Cable Company, as stenographer in the executive 
offices. Hesubsequently became confidential clerk 
to Mr. Geo. G. Ward, vice-president and general 
manager, and in 1890, was also appointed assistant 
secretary of the company, both of which positions 
he still occupies. Mr. Beck is intelligent and very 
trustworthy, quiet and unassuming in his manner, 


Superintendent Clearing House Commercial Cable and is a favorite with all the company’s officials 
Company, New York, was born at Pittston, Pa., both in America and Europe. 
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ALBERT BECK. 


SIR JOHN PENDER, G.C.M.G., M.P., 


Was born in 1816. He was educated at the High 
School, Glasgow, and after a successful career in 
Manchester, he made the extension of submarine 
telegraphy his principal study, and the remarkable 
growth of the companies over which he presides, 
is an eloquent testimony to his skill and ability in 


this direction. On the formation of the first 
Atlantic Cable Company, Sir John was one of the 
original three hundred and forty-five contributors 
of £1,000 towards the expenses of the necessary 
experiments, and as a director of that company, he 
shared the failures and disappointments which for 
eight years baffled all attempts to bring the scheme 
to a successful issue. The snapping of the cable 
of 1865, in mid-ocean during the now historic 
voyage of the “ Great Eastern,” proved the finan- 
cial ruin of the Atlantic Company. Many of the 
original supporters of the enterprise were dead, 
many more were utterly discouraged by repeated 
failures, and, with no hope of assistance from the 
outside public, the abandonment of the project was 
imminent. But, fortunately, the faith of Sir John 
Pender and a few others in its ultimate success re- 
mained unshaken. Through their efforts the 
Anglo-American Cable Company was formed, and 
negotiations were opened for a new cable of greater 
strength and value than any previous one; but the 
construction company discouraged by previous ex- 
periences and unwilling to lay aside its ordinary 
business for a speculative undertaking, refused to 
proceed without a guarantee. It was at this time 
that Sir John, with the courage of genius, offered 
his personal guarantee for a quarter of a million 
sterling, and this being accepted, the two тапи- 
facturing companies were amalgamated under the 
name of the Telegraph Construction and Mainte- 
nance Company, with Sir John Pender as chairman. 
The subsequent history of the enterprise is well 
known. Not only was the new cable successfully 
laid, but the old one was recovered, and, by com- 
mon consent, Sir John now became the recognized 
leader in this and all kindred undertakings. To 
his energy was due the formation of that great 
system of eastern telegraphs which now, under 
the names of the Eastern and Eastern Extension 
Telegraph Companies, link together the whole of 
England’s Asiatic and Australian possessions, and 
through his exertions the cables of the Eastern and 
associated companies surround the great continent 
of Africa. Successful as a pioneer, Sir John’s sound 
commercial instincts have stood him in good stead 
as an organizer and administrator. The courage 
and support he has ever been ready to extend to 
inventors and men of science have given the com- 
mand of all that is newest and best in apparatus. 
The companies which he controls are models of 
efficiency and management, and while in the highest 
degree prosperous to their proprietors, — they 
worthily fullfil the great mission they were designed 
to further. In recognition of Sir John’s services 
to the empire, her majesty bestowed upon him in 
1888, a knight commandership of the order of St. 
Michael and St. George, and he has since (in 1892) 


330 


инана.  .—з——- ер» 


been promoted to a grand cross of the same order. 
On the former occasion Lord Derby, then secretary 
of state for the Colonies, presided at a compli- 
mentary banquet given in his honor. 

Sir John Pender’s parliamentary career has been 
а long and honorable one. While he keenly feels 
that the integrity of the empire should be left 
intact, his motto, “‘Telegraphs know no politics,” 
gives him great influence on both sides of the 
House and enables him, besides safeguarding the 
interests of the companies he represents, to serve 
the state, irrespective of party, in many important 
ways. It should be added that the cause of tech- 
nical education has in Sir John a warm advocate. 

In the course of the cruises which Sir John has 
taken in the interests of the. telegraph companies, 
the rulers of many of the states which he has visited 
have recognized the services he has been instru- 
mental in rendering to their subjects from time to 
time, by conferring upon him various high orders. 
Among the honors so conferred may be mentioned 
the Grand Cordon of the Medjidie—the highest 
decoration which the sultan can grant to a foreigner 
—the Knight Commandership of the St. Savior of 
Greece, and the Portuguese orders of the Concep- 
tion, the Rose, the Grand Cross of the Royal 
Military Order of our Savior Jesus Christ. Sir 
John is also an officer of the Legion of Honor, 
this decoration having been conferred upon him 
by the French government in 1891, in recognition 
of his labors in connection with the establishment 
and extension of submarine telegraphy. 

In recent years Sir John Pender has devoted 
much attention to the electric lighting of London, 
being chairman of the Metropolitan Electric Supply 
Company, which is the largest undertaking of its 
kind in that country. | 


OSCAR MOLL, 


Traffic manager Direct United States Cable Com- 
pany, London, England, was born in Berlin, Prussia, 
їп 1851. When leaving college Мг. Moll joined the 
service of the Indo-European Telegraph Company 
at London, for a brief period. At the beginning of 
1874, he was appointed to the responsible position 
of secretary to the managing director and general 
manager of the Direct United States Cable Com- 
pany. During the last seven years Mr. Moll has 
occupied the position of traffic manager with the 
greatest satisfaction to the company, his linguistic 
accomplishments, etc., giving him many advan- 
tages over those holding similar places in other 
cable companies. Mr. Moll is also a shining light 
in Masonry, being past-master of his Lodge. 
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OSCAR MOLL. 


JAMES BROWN. 


Superintendent of the Direct United States Cable 
Company, New York, was born at Aberdeen, Scot- 
land, 43 years ago, where he first joined the tele- 
graph service, and afterwards associated himself 
with the post-office telegraphs, when the govern- 
ment took control of the then existing lines. In 
1874, on the incorporation of the Direct United 
States Cable Company, he was engaged by them 


and stationed at Rye Beach, N. H., the termini of 
their cable in the United States. After several 
years faithful service at that place, he was trans- 
ferred to the New York office as manager, and no 
little success of the company, which was the pioneer 
of stock and fast cable work, was due to the 
energy and perseverance of Mr. Brown. In 1884, 
a further promotion to the superintendency of 
New York was made; this position he has since 


held. 


W. J. FRASER. 


Superintendent of the Direct United States Cable 
Company, Boston, Mass., was born in Liverpool, 
26th July, 1845, and received his education at that 
place. He joined the British and Irish Magnetic 
Telegraph Company, in 1859, continuing with that 
company until the transfer of the telegraphs to the 
British post-office in 1870. Не was then detailed 
for duty on the special wire from London to the 
Liverpool Dazly Post, in 1873. He resigned his 
position with the post-office in 1874, to go with the 
Direct United States Cable Company, at Rye 
Beach, New Hampshire, being appointed superin- 
tendent, and in 1888, he took charge of the Boston 
offices in conjunction with the Rye Beach station. 
Mr. Fraser’s first connection with the cable busi- 
ness dates from 1866, when in the service of 
the old Magnetic Company he had the honor 
of transmitting the first Atlantic cable mes- 
sages from London and Liverpool to Valentia via 


Dublin. 


ARTHUR C. FROST, 


Manager Direct United States Cable Company, 
New York, was born at Wakefield, Yorkshire, 
England, in 1855. He joined the United Kingdom 
Telegraph Company in his native town, was trans- 
ferred to Liverpool, and afterwards transferred to 
the Postal telegraphs, in that city, when the British 
government assumed control of all telegraph lines. 
He came to the United States as operator for the 
Direct United States Cable Company, at that 
company’s inception, in 1874, and he has remained 
with the company ever since. 


CAPTAIN SAMUEL TROTT, 


Of the Cable steamship “Minia,” was born in 
Sussex county, England, in 1832. He started a 
seafaring life at the age of 17, as ап apprentice, 
and at the age of 27 was in command. Previously 
to taking up the work of laying and repairing 
submarine cables, Captain Trott was for several 
years in charge of one of the mail and passenger 
steamers sailing between England and South 
America. 

He began his career in the Cable service by 
taking charge of the steamer Faraday from the 
hands of the builders, in 1874, and continued as 
her commander until 1880. During this time he 
laid the French and Direct Cables and made some 
remarkable repairs which showed him to be a man 
of rare ability. Не astonished the world when in 
midwinter of 1876, he sailed from London to Nova 
Scotia, repaired the Direct Cable in a gale of wind. 
and a blinding snow storm, and was back in the 
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CAPTAIN SAMUEL TROTT. 


Thames again inside of thirty-five days. Ashe 
steamed up the riveron his return the marine popu- 
lation who had seen him go to sea were amazed 
and cheered him lustily. He repeated this great 
feat the same year in 31 days. Several unsuccess- 
ful attempts having been made to repair the 
Atlantic cables in winter, at large expense to cable 
companies, it was considered absolutely im pos- 
sible to pick up cables during the months of 
October and May. Captain Trott, however, proved 
such an idea was altogether erroneous. His 
achievements naturally attracted the attention of 
that able manager and director, Henry Weaver, of 
the Anglo-American Company, and the command 
of the “Minia” being vacant in 1880, Captain 
Trott’s services were secured by him. 

His work of 1880 has never been equalled. 
During the summer of 1888, he sailed from 
England to repair the Anglo-American Company’s 
French cable in mid-Atlantic, on the same day the 
steamer “ Scotia” sailed to repair the Direct Cable, 
also in mid-ocean. Much interest was felt at the 
time as to which ship would finish first, but Cap- 
tain Lucas proved no match for Captain Trott, as 
the latter completed his work three weeks before 
him, and according to the published reports, the 
costs of these Direct Company’s repairs made by 
the “Scotia” footed up to $290,000, while those 
(similar) effected for the Anglo-American Com- 
pany by the “ Minia,” did not exceed $110,000. 

This is to be taken as the criterion of the rapid- 
ity of which the king of cable repairers does his 
work. 

It has been said of him that he knows the 
bottom of the Atlantic and the position of every 
cable as well as a cabman knows the streets of the 
city, and that on one occasion being aware that a 


steamer, in laying one of the Atlantic cables, hav- 
ing been compelled during a storm to abandon a 
length of cable worth many thousand dollars and 
happening to be in the locality one day, several 
years afterwards, it occurred to Captain Trott that 
it would be but little trouble to recover it. He 
therefore stopped his ship, picked up the cable, and 
resumed his journey within an hour. 

On arriving in port he presented the cable to 
the company to which it belonged, declining to 
accept any remuneration for his work. 

Captain Trott is a joint inventor with Mr. Е. A. 
Hamilton, the chief electrician of the “ Minia,” of a 
new type of deep sea cable which many eminent 
men of the profession believe is the cable of the 
future. | 

Captain Trott is а man of positive views and a 
strict disciplinarian, but he is just, kind hearted, 
thoroughly honorable, aud is much esteemed by all 
who have the privilege of his acquaintance. 


STEPHEN FRANCIS AUSTIN, 


Superintendent and representative of the French 
Cable Company, New York, was born at Liverpool, 
England, October 18, 1854. He learned the tele- 
graph business at Liverpool, in 1869, and accepted 
a position as operator in the British service until 
1873, when he then joined the Anglo-Cable Com- 
pany, going to Valentia the latter part of 1873, 
and to Brazil, in February, 1875, where he remained 
until October, 1877. Не was compelled to leave 
South America on accouut of ill health, and he 
came to New York and joined the International 
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Ocean Company, going to Havana, where he re- 
mained until January, 1880. He then joined the 
Direct Cable Company, and when the pool was 
formed in 1882, he resigned to go to Mexico for 
the Mexican Telegraph Company. Не remained 
in that country but four months, when he had to 
return to the States on account of trouble with his 
eyes. He accepted a position with the Western 
Union Telegraph Company, New York, in March, 
1883, and was assigned to the cable department 
where he remained until the latter part of that year, 
when he was made chief operator of the Wheat- 
stone department. At the organization of the 
Commercial Cable Company, he secured a position 
as assistant superintendent with that company on 
September 15, 1884. When the French Cable 
Company withdrew from the pool, he was ap- 
pointed superintendent and representative of that 
company, on the 23d of March, 1887, which posi- 


to introduce the Morse system—Mr. Burns was 
selected. 

On January 28, 1892, he was sent by General 
Eckert to Nassau, in the Bahamas, to work the 
Bahama government's new cable, recently laid 
between Nassau, N. P., and Jupiter, Florida, and 
also to instruct those whom the governor may 
desire, in the American system of telegraphy. This 
was the first cable to be worked by the Morse 
system in a foreign country. 

In 1892, Mr. Burns was appointed superintendent 
of the above company at Bahamas, and received 
the hearty congratulations and best wishes of all 
his friends, 


tion he still holds. 


Р. Н. BURNS, 


Superintendent of the Bahamas-Florida Cable 
Company, Nassau, N. P., Bahamas, was born in 
Ohio, February 21, 1869. He carried messages 
and worked as check boy for the Western Union 
Telegraph Company, at Cleveland, O., and at 
thirteen years of age obtained a position as oper- 
ator. He has been telegraphing ever since with 
different companies and railroads. 

Mr. Burns came to New York a few years ago, 
and after working a short time in the main office, 
was sent to the cable office. Later he was trans- 
ferred to North Sydney to help out in а busy 
period. When he returned to New York in 1891, 
he resumed work at the cable office. About this 
time a Morse operator was wanted to go to Nassau 
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JOSEPH C. VAN CURA, 


Representative of the Anglo-American Telegraph 
Company, was born on November 16, 1861, and 
educated in the Public and Brothers’ schools of 


New York. In 1874, he entered the telegraph 
service as a messenger; his promotion to operator 
and manager was rapid. Hewas renowned for his 
perfect and lightning speed as a transmitter, and 
his true Spencerian penmanship; he is also a 
stenographer and typewriter. Four years ago he 
severed his connection with the Western Union 
Company to accept a more lucrative position with 
the Pioneer Cable Company; it is this gentleman 
who is largely responsible for the brisk competition 
in the steamship cable service. He isan excellent 
baritone singer, mimic and comedian, and plays 
the cornet, banjo, and piano; isa 32° Mason, mem- 
ber of Floral Chapter 28, О. Е. S., Foresters, 
Royal Arcanum, German Liederkranz, Veteran 


22nd Regiment, and was latterly attached to the 
famous Seventh. The subject of this sketch is 
highly esteemed by every member of the craft. 


Н. Е. WETMORE, 


Of Сапѕо, N. S., was born at Clifton, Мем Bruns- 
wick, December 156, 1864. After devoting five 
years in railroad service he joined the Canso, 
Nova Scotia, cable station, as Morse operator, in 
1884. He was transferred to the cable depart- 
ment as cable operator, in 1892. On August 24, 
1893, Mr. Wetmore, assisted by Mr. Fothergill, 
Daniel Clark and Mr. Williams, of Сапѕо, ex- 


changed with the New York Central Cable office, 


over the Cable duplex, 2522 cablegrams in 18 
hours, thus breaking the cable record for fast 
working. The New York operators who took 
part in this wonderful feat, were: Messrs. Phelan, 
W. Lynch, W. Glover, Noden, Wiseman, Newitt, 
and Babcock. | 


JOHN FOTHERGILL, 


Of the Western Union Telegraph and Cable Com- 
pany, Canso, N. S., was born at Liverpool, Eng., 
November 16, 1868. He became an office boy at 
12 years of age. In the fall of 1888, through the 
efforts of his uncle the late J. W. Fothergill, who 
by the way, was one of the first operators in the 
Atlantic cable service, he having come to America 
on the steamship Great Eastern, he obtained a 
situation as writer at the Western Union Tele- 
graph Company’s cable station, at Canso. The 


JOHN FOTHERGILL. 


following year the cables were laid connecting 
Canso with New York, when Mr. Fothergill was 
appointed regular operator, and it is a matter of 
record that these cables have accomplished excel- 
lent work, in fact broken all previous records, and 
the subject of this sketch has favorably figured in 
these accomplishments. 


JAMES G. SMITH, 


Of the Cable department of the Western Union 
Telegraph Company, New York, was born at Dur- 
ham, №. H., April 14, 1836. Не entered the tele- 
graph office (Bain line) at that place as messenger, 
in 1850. Within six months, the manager, Mr. J. 
B. Stearns was transferred to another station, and 
Mr. Smith was made manager of the office. His 
name first appeared in print at that time, he having 
taken off, by sound, aforeign news despatch for the 
local papers of upwards of 3000 words. The 
editor deemed it sufficiently noteworthy to mention 
the fact in his paper, principally because of the 
youth of the operator (14), moreover, the number 
of operators in the country who “ read by sound” 
at that time wasquite limited. He was transferred 
to the Portland main office the next year. In 
1852, the Morse patentees having obtained ап in- 
junction against the users of the Bain system, this 
line was closed and Mr. Smith entered the service 
of the Maine Telegraph Company, at Portland, as 
operator. In 1856, he was made manager of that 
office. The first automatic repeater was invented 
about this time by Farmer and Woodman, and Mr 
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Smith was sent by the owner of the patent to ex- 
hibit its operation upon the western lines. He 
introduced it successively at Utica, Cleveland, 
Cincinnati, Louisville and Pittsburgh. In 1860, 
the American Telegraph Company, having leased 
the lines throughout Nova Scotia, sent Mr. Smith 
to Halifax to assist in establishing the American 
Company’s system upon those lines, and in 1862, 
he was transferred to their New York office, and 
made chief on the southern side. In 1863, he was 
sent with a corps of picked operators, by president 
Sanford, to keep communication open to the east 
during the draft riots. The same year he was 
made assistant to General Marshall Lefferts, 
engineer of the company. While in this position, 
he inaugurated a complete reform in the operation 
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JAMES С. SMITH. 


of short city lines, dispensing with the relays and 
local batteries. In 1863, he wrote an address to 
the telegraphers of the country, suggesting the 
formation of a “ Union,” for the purpose of bring- 
ing about closer relations and mutual improvement. 
Delegates were appointed and the National Tele- 
graphers’ Union was formed and Mr. Smith was 
its first president. This association published the 
first telegraphic journal ever issued in this country. 
In 1864, he was appointed superintendent of the 
second division from Boston to Nova Scotia. In 
1869, he resigned, and together with Mr. Joseph 
B. Stearns and two others, purchased the Franklin 
Telegraph Company, with wires from Boston to 
New York. The Franklin Company shortly after 
absorbed the Insulated Lines Telegraph Company, 
with wires from Boston to Washington. Mr. 
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Stearns was made president and Mr. Smith general 

superintendent of the company. It was while he 

was with the Franklin Company that the duplex 

system—now in such universal use—was devised 

by Mr. Stearns, and with Mr. Smith’s aid made 

practically operative on the lines of that company. 

The device was the outgrowth of the actual neces- 
sity of the company, as they had not the means to 

add wires to accommodate the increasing business, 

It was also during his connection with the Franklin 

Company that the first private line between distant 
cities was leased, namely, to Harrison Brothers, 

of Grays Ferry Lead Works. Upon the consoli- 
dation of the Atlantic and Pacific and Franklin 
companies, he was made general superintendent 
under E. D. L. Sweet, who was general manager. 
In 1877, Mr. Smith resigned, and for a year or 
two was engaged with Wm. E. Sawyer in electrical 
experimenting with devices for autographic tele- 
graphy, electric motors and electric lighting. De- 
siring to return to the telegraphic field, he joined 
with several other gentlemen and organized the 
Continental Telegraph Company, and became its 
general superintendent. During his connection 
with that company he inaugurated the rapid sys- 
tem of transmitting messages between the New 
York and Philadelphia stock exchanges, which still 
continues. By this system the business was aug- 
mented within a few weeks from a few hundred 
messages daily to upwards of two thousand. The 
latter company was purchased by the Western 
Union Telegraph Company, but operated for some 
time thereafter as a separate company. Later, he 
resigned from the Continental Company, and 
brought about the organization of the Bankers and 
Merchants Telegraph Company. Не then went 
into the business of construction and built many 
of the lines of the company, also the lines of the 
Postal Telegraph Company, from Cleveland to 
Chicago, and Chicago to St. Louis, and subse- 
quently became assistant general manager of the 
Bankers and Merchants Company. The Grant 
and Ward failure brought about the failure of the 
Bankers and Merchants Company, and Mr. Smith 
and Richard S. Newcomb were made receivers. 
After the completionof the business of the receiver- 
ship, he took a position in the cable department of 
the Western Union Company, which he now 
occupies. 


WALTER P. PHILLIPS. 


We doubt if a more perfect living example of the 
fruits of real American grit, tireless and well- 
directed energy, keen and far-reaching judgment, 
and all the other qualities that are essential to the 
make-up of a successful man of affairs, can be found 


WALTER P. PHILLIPS. 


than in the person of the subject of our sketch, 
Mr. Walter P. Phillips. 

Mr. Phillips is not unknown to the electrical 
fraternity, having in the earlier years of his business 
career achieved a distinction as an accomplished 
telegrapher that was then and is now rarely 
equalled. 

In 1868, Mr. Phillips, who was then an operator 
in Providence, received and copied, without a 
single break or hitch, 2,731 words in one hour from 
a fast sender in Boston, and for this remarkable 
achievement he was presented by Prof. Morse, the 
inventor of the telegraph, with a beautiful gold 
pencil and penholder suitably inscribed. The tele- 
graphic profession, however, soon proved to be too 
narrow in its possibilities for so active a mind as 
that possessed by Mr. Phillips, and as he was nat- 
urally of a literary turn of mind he took up journal- 
ism as his profession. 

Mr. Phillips was born in Grafton, Mass., June 
14th, 1846, his ancestors having been prominent 
in the affairs of the old Bay State for 250 years or 
more. He attended school and worked on his 
father’s farm until 1859, when the family moved 
and took up its residence in Providence, К. I. In 
1861, Mr. Phillips entered the service of the Amer- 
ican Telegraph Company, as messenger, and having 
a quick, active mind soon learned the art of tele- 
graphy, in which he became so proficient in later 
years. When working as an operator in Provid- 
ence he, in 1870, became interested in journalism. 
He became managing editor of the Providence 
Morning Herald, which position he held for two 


years. He was afterwards connected with the 
Morning Star of the same city, and in 1873, he en- 
tered the service of the Associated Press in New 
York city. In this latter field his ability was at 
once recognized and given the freest scope for 
practical development. From 1875 to 1878, he 
held the important position of assistant general 
manager of the great news bureau, and it was dur- 
ing this period, and mainly through Mr. Phillips’ 
instrumentality that the idea of leasing wires from 
the telegraph companies by the Associated Press 
for the handling of its telegraphic service, and to 
be entirely controlled by it, wasgiven atest. The 
wisdom and value of the experiment became at 
once apparent, and from this small beginning—a 
wire from New York to Philadelphia, Baltimore 
and Washington—the leased-wire system rapidly 
expanded, until now the press service requires 
thousands of miles of wire, which reaches all the 
principal cities and towns north and south, east of 
the Rocky Mountains. 

In 1882, Mr. Phillips left the service of the As- 
sociated Press, and in March, 1883, he took charge 
of the United Press, then an organization of minor 
importance compared with that of its older and 
more powerful rival, the Associated Press. Under 
his able management, however, the United Press 
soon became a powerful organization, and rendered 
such excellent service to its patrons that many 
Associated Press papers began taking its dis- 
patches. Thiswas the beginning of the movement 
which culminated just before the New Year, 1893, in 
the absorption of the Associated Press by its young 
rival, the United Press. 

Mr. Phillips is a man of extraordinary executive 
ability, and resources. Не possesses the rare 
faculty of seeing possibilities in the far distant 
future, and, having determined upon the accom- 
plishment of a certain result, he so shapes his ac- 
tions and plans in the present as to ultimately end 
in the realization of his purpose. 

There 15 one side to Mr. Phillips’ nature that 
has been little observed, except by those who know 
him best, and that is his sympathy with the more 
unfortunate of his fellow-men. He has a large, 
warm spot in his heart for old telegraphers, and 
his most intimate friends know of many cases 
where he has accomplished a great deal of sub- 
stantial good among some of the more unfortunate 
of this class of bread-winners. Generosity occupies 
a large place in his nature, and he is a stanch friend 
to his friends. 

There are many persons all over the country 
who have good reason to entertain none but the 
most grateful feelings toward Mr. Phillips, and 
these, together with his large circle of friends in 
the electrical trades and in journalism, will join in 
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congratulating him on his selection as general man- 


ager of the consolidated press associations. 


ALBERT L. SUESMAN, 


General western manager of the United Press, was 
born in Providence, R. I., September 12th, 1844. 
After leaving school he engaged in the jewelry 
business, an extensive industry of that city; but 
while yet a lad he was among the first to rush to 
arms, when the civil conflict burst upon us. He 
was a soldier in the Twelfth Regiment of Rhode 
Island Volunteers, and was attached to the Ninth 
Army Corps of the Army of the Potomac. It fel] 
to the lot of his regiment to be selected for the 
attack on the famous stone wall at the hard fought 
battle of Fredericksburg, where efforts were made 
to dislodge Longstreet's infantry and to storm 
Marye’s Heights, whereon was planted Lee’s artil- 
lery, supported by the main body of the Army of 
Northern Virginia. Inthis fight, where the Federal 
loss was more than ten thousand in killed, wounded 
and missing, the Twelfth Rhode Island was for 
some time exposed to an enfilading fire and suffered 
severely. 

In February, 1863, the Ninth Corps was trans- 
ferred to Newport News, Va., and later to Ken- 
tucky, where its chief occupation consisted of 
tracking and pursuing the partisan leader, John 
Morgan, whose depredations in the southern part 
of that state had been widespread. 

Upon his return to Rhode Island, Mr. Suesman 
was taught telegraphy by his intimate friend 
Walter P. Phillips, and in 1865, he entered the 


Western Union office in Providence, where he re. 
mained until 1881. He then resigned his position 
and took the managership of the office of the 
American Rapid Telegraph Company in that city. 
The American Rapid Company having passed into 
the hands of the Bankers and Merchants Company, 
Мг. Suesman was put in charge of the company’s 
property in Rhode Island, and superintended the 
building of the new line between Willimantic and 
Boston. In 1869, he started a newspaper adver- 
tising agency in Providence, speedily built up a 
prosperous business, and established relations with 
the leading newspapers of the country from Maine 
to California. He conducted this business with 
great success in connection with his telegraphic 
labors until the spring of 1885, when he was in- 
duced to cut loose from all his business pursuits in 
Providence and go to Chicago. With headquarters 
in that city he has since that time served the 
United Press with fidelity, intelligence and most 
pronounced success. In the management of the 
work of collecting and disseminating news, Mr. 
Suesman has shown, in a marked degree, his fer- 
tility of resource, while in all his relations with the 
telegraph companies—a most important element 
in the problem of obtaining and distributing press 
reports—he has been most fortunate, having com- 
manded respect and won popularity at one and 
the same time. 


Р. V. De GRAW, 


General southern manager of the United Press, 
Washington, D. C., was born at Princeton, N. J» 
February 15, 1853. There is no more popular 
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newspaper man in Washington than Mr. De Graw, 
both with his colleagues and the public. 

He is one of the men who have graduated from 
telegraphy to newspaper work. He began business 
as a telegraph operator when thirteen years old. 
In 1875, he was in the service of the New York 
Associated Press, as an operator, and in 1879, was 
transferred to the reportorial staff of the Washing- 
ton office. He became associated with Mr. Walter 
P. Phillips in the management of the Western 
Associated Press in Washington, in 1882. А year 
afterwards, after some minor changes, he became 
again associated with Mr. Phillips in the service of 
the United Press. He assumed the management 
of the Washington office in 1885, and in 1886, he 
was appointed general southern manager of the 
United Press. 

Mr. De Graw has never lost his cunning at the 
key, although he has been practically out of that 
business since 1879. Once he transmitted 490 
words in ten minutes, which was for a long time 
the best record for a spurt. His knowledge of tele- 
graphy enabled him some years ago to get an 
Associated Press bulletin announcing the death of 
Garfield from Elberon to New York forty-five 
minutes before any of the special correspondents 
could get a message оп the wire. There were but 
two wires from Elberon. Attorney general 
McVeagh pre-empted one for the government and 
Mr. De Graw took the other. Some of his best 
newspaper work has been done at political con- 
ventions, but as an organizer and director of his 
forces he has made the greatest reputation. 


FREDERIC NORTON BASSETT, 


Is another old timer, and was in the telegraph 
business in its comparative infancy. He isa New 
England boy and was born in Connecticut, on 
January 22nd, 1853. Не received his education at 
the Episcopal Military Academy, Cheshire. In 
1870, he accepted a place as operator with the 
Western Union Telegraph Company at New 
Haven. Two years later he came to New York, 
and worked at 145 Broadway, with most of the 
famous eight of which these sketches treat, to say 
nothing about the ninth man, W. P. Phillips, who 
selected them. In 1875, Mr. Bassett left the West- 
ern Union service and associated himself with the 
New York Associated Press, as an operator, at 
Washington. This did not exactly suit him, and 
a year later he was called to New York, and placed 
in charge of the news desk of the Associated Press. 
Here he remained for four years enjoying the con- 
fidence of general agent Simonton and assistant 
general agent Phillips. In 1880, he returned to 
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FREDERIC NORTON BASSETT. 


Washington, and was made private secretary to 
Postmaster-general James. When that gentleman 
retired from office, Mr. Bassett accepted the chief 
clerkship of the post-office department. In 1883, 
he was appointed post-office inspector, and that ts 
where he says he had his fun. Не traveled from 
place to place, at his own volition, and watched 
the good, and incidentally the bad lives, in the 
public service. But still he had to return to his 
old love—the newspaper business. In 1887, he 
came back to New York once more, and associated 
himself with Mr. Walter P. Phillips, the general 
manager of the United Press, who later on ap- 
pointed him to the position of general eastern 
manager, with headquarters at New York, where 
he now 15. 


CHARLES Н. Н. COTTRELL, 


Cashier the United Press, New York, was born at 
Cleveland, Ohio, in 1848. Heattended the public 
schools there until he was fourteen years old, when 
he began the study of telegraphy in the Cleveland 
and Pittsburgh Railroad shops, and in a few 
months was given his first office at Bayard, Ohio. 
He was afterwards employed by the Little Miami, 
and Columbus and Xenia Railroad, at various 
points. In 1865, he went to New York, where he 
entered the service of the American Telegraph 
Company, and later was appointed chief operator 
of the Insulated Telegraph Company’s New York 
office, and was promoted to the chief of the Western 
Union cable department, in 1872. In 1874, he was 
made chief operator of the New Orleans office of 
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CHARLES H. H. COTTRELL. 


the Western Union Telegraph Company, and in 
1875, he accepted a position with the Associated 
Press in its London, England, office. Mr. Cottrell 
traveled extensively, holding positions of trust in 
various telegraph, transportation, theatrical and 
news concerns in America and Europe. Since 
1886, he has been with the United Press in New 
York city, where he is at present employed as 


cashier. 


ROBERT W. MARTIN, 


Of the United Press, New York city, was born in 
Barrytown, Dutchess county, N. Y., October 25, 
1844. He entered the telegraph service in 1856, 
at Peoria, Ill. Не soon developed into an excep- 
tionally brilliant telegrapher, and his reputation 
was national. Mr. Martin has worked in all the 
large cities in the country, including New York, 
New Orleans, Memphis, St. Louis, Chicago, Phila- 
delphia, Indianapolis, Washington, Cincinnati, 
Baltimore, New Haven, Hartford, and numerous 
other places. He was not only one of the best 
senders in the country, but he was also a first class 
receiver, and made a beautiful copy. Mr. Martin 
was a member of the United States Military Tele- 
graph Corps, in the department of the Cumberland, 
in 1864. He entered the service of the United 
Press August 11, 1883, as assistant night manager, 
and was promoted to the night managership Octo- 
ber 15, of the same year. In May, 1886, he 
became cable editor, and in December, 1890, he 


ROBERT W. MARTIN. 


resumed the night management, which he retained 
until February 24, 1894, when he again became 
cable editor. 


ALBERT S. AYRES, 


Of the United Press, New York city, was born in 


Dayton, O., September, 1849. He learned tele- 
graphy in the office of his native town, in 1864. 
Two years later he went to New Orleans, La., and 
remained there until after the yellow fever epidemic 
of 1867, he then went to Omaha, where he remained 
three years. It was about this time that Mr. 
Ayres acquired a reputation for fast telegraphing 
that became national. From Omaha Mr. Ayres 
went to Pittsburgh, Pa., a little later to Boston, 
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and in 1872 he returned to New Orleans, La. He 
passed through another yellow fever epidemic in 
Memphis, Tenn., in 1878. When the American 
Union Telegraph Company opened in Cincinnati, 
he was appointed chief operator there for that com- 
pany, and held that position until the consolidation 
with the Western Union Telegraph Company. 
He then joined the Mutual Union Telegraph 
Company at that point, and after that company 
was also absorbed by the Western Union Tele- 
graph Company in the spring of 1883, he went to 
Cleveland, O., as manager for the Postal Telegraph 
Company. He also worked for the latter company 
at Pittsburgh and Meadville, Pa., and when they 
absorbed the Bankers and Merchants Telegraph 
Company, he went to New York for the Baltimore 
and Ohio Telegraph Company, and left them to go 
with the United Press, in February, 1886, as chief 
operator. He is now assistant day manager. At 
the recent fast sending tournament in this city, 
Mr. Ayres transmitted in five minutes 229 words, 
this being at the rate of 454/; words a minute. It 
was a pleasure to listen to the perfectly formed 
letters ; his Morse was faultless in every respect. 


WILLIAM GRAHAM JONES, 


Of the United Press, New York city, was born at 
Parkersburg, Chester county, Pa., May 16, 1850, 
He learned the art of telegraphy with the Peoples 
Telegraph Company, at their Philadelphia office. 
He entered the service as an operator for the 
American Telegraph Company, at Саре Мау, №. J., 
July 1, 1865. He has since held innumerable posi- 
tions as operator with different telegraph companies 


341 


including a position at Washington as one of the 
first operators who worked the first leased press 
circuit. He was also agent for the Associated 
Press in Philadelphia, during the Centennial year 
and chief operator for the American Union Tele- 
graph Company in Philadelphia, and later, man- 
ager of the same office. He then accepted the 
position as manager of the Western Union Tele- 
graph Company’s office in Philadelphia, and later 
he went with the Baltimore and Ohio Telegraph 
Company, in that city, as assistant superintendent. 
He then accepted a position as general manager 
of the American District Telegraph Company in 
Philadelphia. He is now with the United Press, 
in New York city. 


FRED. CATLIN, 


Of the United Press, New York, was born in Great 
Bend, Pa., March 26th, 1848. He learned to tele- 
graph on the Erie Railway, and worked at various 
points along the road. He came to New York 
city a quarter of a century ago, and was with the 
Western Union Telegraph Company over nineteen 
years, for twelve years a chief operator, acting in 
that capacity in all the divisions of that office. Mr. 
Catlin had charge of the sending tournament of 
1884-85, and has taken great interest in these 
matters. As a rapid sender Mr. Catlin has great 
renown. He is well known throughout the land 
through the “ Catlin Grip,” which is accepted as 
the correct method of taking hold of a key, so that 
the best results can be obtained with the least 
fatigue to the operator. Mr. Catlin has been with 
the United Press for the past four years. 


RODERICK H. WEINY, 


Electrician of the United Press, New York, was 
born in Keokuk, Iowa, January 22nd, 1858. His 
parents, three years later, moved to Columbus, 
Ohio, where he received his training, attending 
school during the day and practicing telegraphy in 
the evening until 1876, when he was appointed 
operator at Union Station on the Columbus divis- 
ion of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. Three 
years later he was appointed receiving agent for 
the Ohio Central Railroad, and accounted for the 
material used in constructing and equipping that 
road. Upon the completion of the work he went 
west, where he spent a year and a half in the moun- 


tains of Colorado and New Mexico, as operator in- 


the various civil engineering camps, far ahead of 
the railroad tracks, for the Denver and Rio Grande 
Railroad Company. 

In 1882, he returned east and was appointed 
assistant train dispatcher at Richmond, Indiana, 
and a year later was appointed train dispatcher on 
the Columbus division of the Baltimore and Ohio 
Railroad, where he first worked as operator. Later 
he entered the commercial department of the same 
company as night chief at Newark, Ohio, in charge 
of the commercial and railroad lines in the district, 
and in 1886, he was appointed quadruplex and 
wire chief in Cincinnati for the same company, 
devoting his time locating multiplex troubles; 
moving offices and devising contrivances for the 
benefit of the service. 

When the Baltimore and Ohio Telegraph Com- 
pany was sold to the Western Union Telegraph 
Company, he entered the service of the Northern 
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Pacific Railroad, as chief operator, and three years 
later entered the service of the United Press. 

In 1892, he devised and patented the Automatic 
repeater, that is being adopted as a standard of to- 
day, known as the Phillips Repeater, named so in 
honor of the general manager, who was much dis- 
satished with the general work of the old and well 
known patterns. Mr. Weiny has hunted multiplex 
troubles, moved and equipped offices from ocean 
to ocean, but none compare with his latest effort, 
the general offices of the United Press, at 195 
Broadway, New York. The furnishings and equip- 
ment are beyond anything ever attempted by any 
telegraph or newspaper organization heretofore, 
and the operating room is a fitting center for the 
reception and distribution of the news of the world. 
On October 5th, 1887, he was married to Mary 
H. Wilson, oldest daughter of Daniel D. Wilson, 


of Newark, Ohio. 
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JOHN W. McLAREN, 


Of the United Press, New York City, was born at 
Ottawa, Ont, Canada, July 12th, 1855. In 1871, 
he entered the Montreal Telegraph Company's 
main office, at Ottawa, as messenger, and was 
gradually promoted to branch office operator, main 
office operator, and one of the House of Parliament 
staff, press receivers. He worked іп various 
Canadian offices, and then went to Boston in 1873. 
He came to New York in the same year, where 
he has ever since remained. He is said to be the 
first race operator, as he used to take Monmouth 
races from Joe Mitchell, also the Chicago races, 


the only two tracks at that time of sufficient im- 
portance to demand special wire service. 

He entered the cable department Western 
Union Telegraph Company, and remained there 
five years. He then took charge of the leased 
quadruplex circuits for a year, and was assistant 
wire chief in the eastern division for several months. 
He then went with the Mutual Union Telegraph 
Company, as assistant manager, and chief operator 
in 1880. When the Mutual Union Telegraph 
Company closed, he returned to the Western 
Union Company’s service as chief in charge of 
Mutual Union wires. He entered the Baltimore 
and Ohio Telegraph Company's service in 1884, 
as chief operator, and was made manager after a 
few months service, with quasi jurisdiction over 
branch office service. He also had full charge of 
the aerial and submarine work, laying and repair- 
ing, eastern division. Later he was appointed 
general superintendent of the Empire and Bay 
State Telegraph Company from 1888 to 1892, when 
it was absorbed by the Western Union Telegraph 
Company. He constructed most of the line be- 
tween New York and Boston, via Hartford and 
Providence. This company used the synchronous 
system of multiplex telegraphy апа successfully 
operated four circuits on one wire of No. 12 B. W. 
gauge hard-drawn copper. Mr. McLaren is now 
with the United Press, New York city. 


FREDERIC GOODING MASON, 


Was born October 29th, 1860, at La Salle, Il. 
His first employment was as Western Union mes- 


senger during vacation, when he was thirteen years 
old. This was at Moberly, Missouri, where his 
father, S. C. Mason, was located as superintendent 
of telegraph of the St. Louis, Kansas City and 
Northern Railroad. At this time and during the 
next two years he learned to telegraph, and in 1876 
-7, he was manager of the Western Union Tele- 
graph office at Mexico, Mo. After another year at 
school, he was appointed in 1878, assistant ticket 
agent at Moberly, to be shortly thereafter trans- 
ferred to the telegraph office at the same point. 
In August, 1879, he accepted a position as oper- 
ator in the general offices of the Union Pacific 
Railroad at Omaha, becoming chief operator a few 
months later. Threatened with writer's paralysis, 
he secured early in 1881 a transfer to the office of 
the auditor of the Union Pacific, where he remained 
until September of that year, when he went to 
Chicago to accept a position in the office of the 
general manager of the Wabash Railway. That 
office being transferred to Peoria the following 
spring, Mr. Mason went into the Western Union 
Telegraph operating room at Chicago, subsequently 
receiving an appointment as clerk in the office of 
general superintendent Clowry. In October, 1883, 
he accepted the position of secretary to general 
manager William Henry Smith, of the Associated 
Press, with headquarters at New York, remaining 
in the employ of the New York Associated Press 
and the Western Associated Press, until the ab- 
sorption of the former organization by the United 
Press in 1892, when he was made auditor of that 
company. Mr. Mason married at Omaha, in 1885, 
Miss Elizabeth Calderwood, who died in 1892, 
leaving two children. 


WN. Н. С. HARGRAVE, 


Who was one of the original men to operate the 
famous New York Associated Press wire between 
New York and Washington, tapping Philadelphia 
and Baltimore, was born in St. Louis, in 1853. 
He was educated at King Edward’s Grammar 
School, Birmingham, England, and returned to 
the United States, in 1867. His telegraphic career 
began as a messenger for the old City Line of 
Philadelphia, but he was soon placed in charge of 
the books of that concern, and kept the same until 
1870, when he accepted a position with the West- 
ern Union Telegraph Company, as an operator in 
Philadelphia ; and after working in several branch 
offices as assistant and manager, went south to 
Augusta and Savannah, Georgia, and managed, 
for a time, the Augusta office of the Southern and 
Atlantic Telegraph Company. But the south did 
not suit the young man, and in 1873, he engaged 
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WM. H. C. HARGRAVE. 


in the Western Union Telegraph Company's ser- 
vice and worked a wire from 145 Broadway, New 
York. In 1875, Mr. Hargrave accepted a situation 
at Philadelphia, on the pioneer leased press wire 
and worked the same for about one year, when he 
was transferred to the news desk and made up the 
pony reports of the New York Associated Press 
for the newspapers in the interior of Pennsylvania. 
In September, 1877, he was promoted to the mana- 
gership of the Eastern Pennsylvania district of the 
old New York Associated Press, and remained in 
that position until December 10, 1892, when the 
collapse of the New York Associated Press, and 
its absorption by the United Press took place. As 
two managers were not needed in Philadelphia, Mr. 
Hargrave was placed in charge of the legislative re- 
ports from Harrisburg, and supplied the same to 
the United Press throughout Pennsylvania gene- 
rally, and to the Philadelphia newspapers, їп par- 
ticular. Upontheadjournment of the Legislature, 
he was transferred to the executive offices of the 
United Press at New York, and is still engaged 


there. 


WILFRED N. GOVE, 


Wasa Bucks county, Pa., boy, and was born in New 
Hope, on December 16th, 1849. He learned the 
business of telegraphy while in the employ of the 
Pennsylvania Railroad Company. For a long time, 
he was employed by that corporation, as an extra 
operator, and his business was to travel from place 
to place upon the road, relieving the sick and 


weary. He afterwards was engaged in the office 
of the late С. С, Franciscus, general agent of the 
road at Philadelphia. His most notable work of 
early years was done while connected with the old 
Franklin Telegraph Company. Mr. Stearns had 
just about that time, invented his famous duplex, 
which, as he could make no satisfactory arrange- 
ment for its use by the Western Union Telegraph 
Company, he placed in operation on the Franklin 
lines. Such a thing as a condenser was not then 
known, and that old Franklin line duplex between 
Philadelphia and New York was a joy forever 
when the static charge was felt. But Gove and 
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WILFRED N. GOVE, 


his colleagues could manage it, and the circuit was 
familiar, fast and famous to the youngsters in the 
business twenty-five years ago. Mr. Gove next 
entered the Western Union Telegraph service and 
in 1875, was appointed by Mr. Walter P. Phillips, 
then with the New York Associated Press, as one 
of the eight men selected to man the first leased 
newspaper wire between New York and Washing- 
ton. When the New York Associated Press was 
absorbed by the United Press, Mr. Gove was ге- 
tained by the latter corporation, and is now work- 


ing for it in its Philadelphia office. 


EDWIN C. BOILEAU, 


Of the United Press, Philadelphia, Pa., is one of 
the stars of the telegraphic world. He has done 
as good as any operator of his time. He began 
his career as a messenger boy at the age of 16, and 
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EDWIN C. BOILEAU. 


later was made manager of a branch office of the 
Insulated Lines in Philadelphia. In 1869, he ac- 
cepted a position with the Western Union Tele- 
graph Company, which he filled for three years. 
He was transferred to 145 Broadway, New York. 
In that building he started his fine record. In 
1873, Thomas Edison was experimenting with his 
quadruplex system, and wanted eight crack oper- 
ators to help him; Mr. Boileau was one of the first 
to be selected. While these interesting experiments 
were going on, Mr. Edison put in circuit a Wheat- 
stone transmitter, and Boileau copied with a pen 
fifty-two words in one minute. This unexcelled 
feat is a matter of record. Mr. Boileau was one of 
the eight operators selected by Mr. Walter P. 
Phillips, now general manager of the United Press, 
to тап a wire contracted for by the New York 
Associated Press, between New York and Wash- 
ington. Не and Мг. P. V. De Graw were assigned 
to work the New York end, and on January 25th, 
1875, they operated the first leased news wire 
known in the history of telegraphy. Later on, 
Mr. Boileau went to Washington, and in the Cen- 
tennial year returned to the Philadelphia office of 
the New York Associated Press. In November, 
1892, Mr. Boileau went with the United Press in 
Philadelphia, carrying with him the good wishes of 
all his old associates. 

In 1877, Мг. Е. С. Boileau sent from Philadel- 
phia to New York, four hundred and fifty words, 
chosen at random from a newspaper article, in ten 
minutes, being at the rate of forty-five words per 
minute. The whole of this was received and 
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Мг. Walter Р, Phillips, in New York city. 


copied as quickly as sent in a neat legible hand by 
The 


time made by Mr. Boileau under the circumstances 
is a remarkable’performance. 
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HARRY A. WELLS, 
Was born in Elkton, Md., February 1, 1848. He 


received a common school education, and having 
in the meantime studied telegraphy, he in 1864, 
accepted his first position as telegraph operator 
with the Philadelphia, Wilmington and Baltimore 
Railroad Company, in whose service he remained 
until December, 1868, when he resigned and ac- 
cepted a position with the Western Union Tele- 
graph Company, at Trenton, №. J. After serving 
there a few months he was transferred to Scranton, 
Pa., where he took the night report of the New 
York state Associated Press for the Scranton 
Republican, for six months. From Scranton he 
was transferred to the Baltimore office of the 
Western Union Company, where, after a few 
months service he accepted a position on the night 
force of the Western Union Company,in Washing- 
ton, and during the next five years alternated be- 
tween Washington, where he handled press reports 
at the main office at night and the Capitol during 
the day, and Philadelphia, where he was a member 
of the original night force established by night 
manager Zueblin, Macon, Ga., where he handled 
the report of the Southern Associated Press, and 
Cape May, of which office he was manager for 
for four summer seasons. In January, 1875, 
while working for the Western Union Company in 


Philadelphia, he was selected by assistant general 
manager Walter P. Phillips, of the New. York 
Associated Press, as one of the eight operators to 
man a wire which he proposed to lease and operate 
between New York and Washington for the handl- 
ing of news reports. On January 25, Mr. Wells 
went to work in the Baltimore office of the New 
York Associated Press, where he remained until 
May, 1876, when he was transferred to the Phila- 
delphia office, where he continued to work a wire 
until May, 1877, when he was transferred to the 
news desk. In 1887, he was appointed night man- 
ager of the Philadelphia office, which position 
he held until the absorption of the New York 
Associated Press by the United Press, by which 
association he was retained and continued in charge 


of their office at night. 


THOMAS J. BISHOP, 


Was born in Baltimore, Md., in 1844. In 1862, 
he was employed by the Philadelphia, Wilmington 
and Baltimore Railroad Company, as messenger 
at President street depot, Baltimore, under the 
management of Mr. Charles C. Shiveler. During 
the latter part of that year, he was placed in charge 
of the office at Back River Bridge. He was 
located at Havre de Grace, Md., at the time of the 
assassination of President Lincoln, and at Gun- 
powder River Bridge, when Harry Gilmor made 
his memorable raid, capturing a train containing 
several Union generals and destroying a postal car 
full of mail matter. Subsequently Mr. Bishop 
entered the service of the Bankers and Brokers 
Telegraph Company, Baltimore, and in 1870, went 
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to New York with the Western Union Telegraph 
Company, where for five years he sent the New 
England press report at night. When the New 
York Associated Press leased their first wire of 
the Western Union Telegraph Company, between 
New York and Washington, Mr. Bishop, with Mr, 
H. A. Wells, now of the United Press, Philadelphia, 
were selected as the operators for Baltimore, in 
which service Mr. Bishop continued until the As- 
sociated Press was superseded by the United Press, 
in whose employ he now is. In 1865, Mr. Bishop 
married Miss Annie D. Bishop, who was no rela- 
tion, and has three children, two boys and a girl. 
His eldest son Thos. J. Bishop, jr., is with the 
Western Union Telegraph Company at Atlanta, 


са, 


WALTER Н. STRATTON, 


Manager of the United Press at Buffalo, №. Y. 
was born at Port Hope, Ont., September 27, 1857: 
At the age of fifteen he had mastered the art О 
telegraphy, and in 1873, accepted a position with 
the Dominion Telegraph Company, at Toronto, 
Ont., and from thence he went to St. Catharines, 
inthe same year. In 1875, he returned to Toronto, 
where he was subsequently appointed assistant 
chief operator and night manager of the Dominion 
Telegraph Company. In the fall of 1887, he re- 
signed as night manager and proceeded to New 
York, where he remained in the service of the 
Western Union Telegraph Company until 1880, 
when he was transferred to Buffalo, In December 
of that year he accepted the position of assistant 
chief of the American Union in that city, which he 


held until the absorption of the company by the 
Western Union, in the following April, when he 
was forced to return to the Western Union. Не 
was assigned to the state press wire in September, 
1881, and held the position until July roth, 1883. 
He accepted the managership of the United Press 
in August of the same year, and has been connected 
with that enterprising corporation ever since. 


ORIN WADDELL, 


Resident manager of the United Press, Cincinnati, 
O., was born at Chillicothe, O., August 23rd, 
1844. He learned the art of telegraphy at Green- 
field, O, in 1857, and later obtained a position 
with the Western Union Telegraph Company at 
Cincinnati, O., thence to St. Louis, Mo., Boston, 
Mass., and for the American Telegraph Company, 
in New York, up to the time of the consolida- 
tion with the Western Union Telegraph Company. 
During the war of the rebellion, he was stationed at 
Camp Dennison, as operator, with office in the 
quartermaster's department. When Cincinnati 
was threatened by Kirby Smith, he was sent to the 
Four Mile Ford on the Ohio river to open up tele- 
graph communications with General Lew Wallace's 
headquarters. In 1884, he was appointed resident 
manager of the United Press, at Cincinnati, which 


position he still retains. 


A. W. NAYLOR, 


Of the United Press, Pittsburgh, Pa., was born near 
Cincinnati, Ohio, Octoker 15th, 1854, being the 
youngest son of a Presbyterian minister, whose 
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labors as a home missionary occasioned frequent 
changes of residence for the family. Until about 
twelve years of age he resided with his’ parents in 
various parts of Ohio, Illinois and Indiana. To 
the age of fifteen, his time was principally occupied 
in attending school and doing farm work. 

At the age of fifteen years, while attending the 
Collegiate Institute, at Waveland, Ind., of which 
institution his eldest brother was principal, he 
learned telegraphy. At the close of the college 
year Mr. Naylor accepted an appointment as oper- 
ator at the railroad station just opened in the vil- 
lage. Becoming thoroughly expert as a railroad 
telegrapher, he readily found employment on the 
Pittsburgh, Ft. Wayne and Chicago Railway, and 
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A. W. NAYLOR, 


during his stay with that company worked in nearly 
every telegraph office between Pittsburgh and 
Chicago. In May, 1873, Mr. Naylor was employed 
by the Allegheny Valley Railway Company, and 
during his seven years’ employment with this com- 
pany, occupied positions of responsibility both 
telegraphic and clerical. 

His introduction to commercial telegraphy dates 
from May, 1880. At that time he was employed 
by the American Union Telegraph Company in 
Pittsburgh. He soon gained the confidence of his 
employers by sobriety and attention to business, 
and his reputátion for rapid, accurate work and 
good copy was established during the rush incident 
to the illness and death of President Garfield. 
Along with an acceptable advance in salary came 
a permanent assignement to work on the National 
Associated Press wire, which position he held at 


the time of the consolidation of the Western Union 
and the American Union Companies. Mr. Naylor 
was again assigned to the National Associated 
Press Circuits. After the organization of the 
Mutual Union Telegraph Company, апа the 
transfer of the United Press—which had succeeded 
to the busines of the National Associated Press— 
to that company’s lines, Mr. Naylor secured employ- 
ment with the new telegraph company and was 
assigned to the new press service. 

In August, 1883, Mr. Naylor was selected as the 
representative of the United Press in Western 
Pennsylvania, in which position he has continued 
ever since. He represents one of the most impor- 
tant news centers in the world and has always 
proven himself worthy of the confidence of his 
employers. During the many developments in his 
important news district, he has handled the volu- 
minous report sent to the United Press, in a most 
prompt, admirable and artistic manner. 

Mr. Naylor is strictly temperate and domestic 
in habits, and knows no greater enjoyment, aside 
from business requirements, than the pleasures he 
finds with his family of wife and two bright children, 
a son and a daughter, in their pleasant home in 
Oakland, a favorite resident part of Pittsburgh. 


GEORGE W. CONKLING, 


Of the United Press, Newark, N. J., was born at 
Mountaindale, Sullivan county, N. Y., December 
22, 1871. Аг the age of 15, having acquired a 
fair education, he entered the service of the West 
Shore Railroad Company, as messenger, at New 


Durham, N. J. Nine months later, June 15, 1888, 
he was given a position as night operator at East 
Hackensack, where he remained but a short time. 
He was then promoted to the general office of that 
company. Having become quite proficient in the 
profession by this time, he resigned his position 
with the above corporation, and, after working for 
the various railroads in the vicinity of New York, 
and the Postal Telegraph Company at their main 
office in New York city, on October 11, 1892, he 
accepted a position with the United Press at New- 
ark, №. J., which he still holds. Mr. Conkling is 
an expert operator and typewriter. On October 
28, 1893, Mr. Conkling and Miss Ida Keebler were 
married at Union Hill, №. J, and now reside 


permanently in Newark. 


ELIAS W. H. COGLEY, 


Assistant superintendent leased wires Associated 
Press, New York city, was born at Lewistown, Pa., 
December 19, 1845. He learned telegraphy on 
the lines of the Atlantic and Ohio Telegraph 
Company, and was afterwards employed on the 
lines of the Pennsylvania Railroad Company, the 
Pacific and Atlantic Telegraph Company, and 
the Western Union Telegraph Company. In 1883, 
he accepted a position as chief operator of the 
Associated Press leased wires stationed at Cincin- 
nati, O., where he remained until March, 189% 
when he received the appointment of assistant 
superintendent leased wires, Associated Press, 
stationed at New York city, which position he still 
retains. 
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H. A. HOLENSWORTH, 


Of Springfield, Mass., was born at Harmony, Nova 
Scotia, February 22nd, 1864. Не learned telegra- 
phy at Milford, N. S., оп the Intercolonial Railway 
of Canada, after which he was employed by the 
above railway as relief agent, for some months, and 
finally made agent at Wellington, N. S., where he 
remained for one year. On leaving this place he 
was complimented by the auditor for keeping the 
neatest set of books and being the best penman on 
that road. Оп leaving there he went to the Can- 
adian Pacific Railway, at what was then called 
Prince Arthurs Landing (now Port Arthur), at the 
head of Lake Superior. Не was sent to Lake 
Wabigoon, where he remained nearly two years. 
On leaving the Canadian Pacific Railway, he 
worked forthe Northern Pacific as operator, assist- 
ant agent, manager of a repeating station and train 
dispatcher at Jamestown, Dak., and on leaving 
there went to the general offices of the Pacific 


division of the Union Pacific Railway, where he 


remained until coming east three years ago, and he 
has been employed by Postal, New York, as Oper- 
ator and all-night chief. Leaving there he went 
with the Associated Press, at Springfield, Mass., 
where he is at present. 


HENRY BACHELOR LOGAN, 


Of the Associated Press, New York, was born at 
Zanesville, Ohio, January 5th, 1868. He entered 
the telegraph service in 1880, as messenger in the 
local office of the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany, and there learned telegraphy under the 


veteran manager, James D. Hoge. In 1883, he 
was given a position as operator in the Western 
Union Telegraph office at Cincinnati, O., and re- 
ceived his first lessons in press work on the Wash- 
ington circuit. In 1885, he was sent to Kansas 
City to take report on the regular circuit, and when 
the Associated Press leased the circuit he was 


HENRY BACHELOR LOGAN. 


transferred into their service. In 1892, Mr. Logan 
entered the United Press service in New York 
city, remaining with that company until March, 
1894, when he again returned to the Associated 
Press, and is now one of its New York force. In 
the telegraph tournament of 1893, Mr. Logan won 
the prize of $100 and a gold medal for the “ cham- 
pionship of the world” in receiving ; also second 


prize in the “Phillips code” class, and another 
prize. 


WILLIAM EDWARD KETTLES, 


Of the New England Associated Press, Boston, 
Mass., was born in Winooski Falls, Vt., August 
11th, 1848. Не entered the American Telegraph 
Company's office at Burlington, Vt., on January 
Ist, 1860, as messenger boy. Robert C. Rowe 
was the manager, and O. A. Dodge was superin- 
tendent. In October, 1862, he was sent to teach 
all operators on the line of the Rutland and Wash- 
ington Railroad, but after teaching Charles Hawley, 
at Cambridge, N. Y., and Е. К. Johnson, at Salem, 
he was badly injured by the cars, and was com- 
pelled to give up his assignment. 
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In May, 1863, he joined the United States Mil- 
itary Telegraph Corps, and was stationed first at 
General D. C. McCallum’s office; then at quarter- 
master General Rucker’s office, and lastly at the 
War Department, where he was stationed through- 
out the war. It was here he received from Richmond 
the message announcing the capture of that city, 
and he was held out of one of the War Department 
windows by Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton, 
for the people to look at and applaud. He left Wash- 
ington in 1865, and worked in the New York city 
office, under manager М. У. В. Finch, for several 


WILLIAM EDWARD KETTLES. 


months. Then after a brief sojourn in Fall River, 
Mass., he returned to Washington, and remained 
two years. In 1869, he went to Duxbury, Mass., 
for the French Cable Company. From there he 
went to Boston in 1871, where he has remained 
ever since. 

In 1868, during a trial of skill between English 
and American telegraphers, he was selected by 
manager Charles A. Tinker to send through from 
Washington to Plaister Cove, Cape Breton, one 
hundred messages of twenty words each. He suc- 
ceeded in transmitting ninety-four of them in one 
hour, Mr. W. F. Snyder being the receiver. All 
through Mr. Kettles’ ambitious years, his work 
was excelled by none. The feature of his sending, 
was its smoothness, its firmness and speed. Не 
always worked the busiest wire in the office in 
which he was employed, and is still in that capacity 
to-day at the main office of the New England 
Associated Press, Boston, Mass. 


THOMAS HOWARD REILLY, 


Day editor of the New England Associated Press, 
New York, was born February roth, 1850. Не 
commenced his career as an operator when 14 
years of age, with the American Telegraph Com- 
pany, at 195 Broadway, New York. In less than 
a year he had made such proficiency in the art that 
he was assigned to a press wire, transmitting press 
dispatches, until the termination of the civil war, 
when he was transferred to the only Chicago circuit 
then in use. During the Franco-German war, Mr. 
Reilly was chiefly engaged on the New England 
press wire, and later on the New York State press 
wire. In 1876, he was sent by the Western Union 
Telegraph Company to California to assist in the 
introduction of the duplex and quadruplex systems 
of telegraphy on the Pacific Coast. He visited 
Oregon, Washington territory and Nevada, in all 
of which states he combined business with pleasure, 
and finally returned to New York the following 
year, when he accepted a position with the New 
England Associated Press. On January rst, 1886, 
Mr. Reilly was appointed day editor of that asso- 
ciation, which position he still occupies. Мг. Reilly 
has made several trips to Europe. 


JOSEPH W. STOVER, 


President of the Gamewell Fire Alarm Telegraph 
Company, New York, was born in Newburyport, 
Mass., May ist, 1837. Не learned the Bain system 
of telegraphy іп 1854 and the Morse system the fol- 
lowing year. He was manager of the United States 
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JOSEPH W. STOVER. 


Telegraph Company's Boston office in 1861, and 
until the consolidation of that company with the 
Western Union Telegraph Company. After that 
he was superintendent of the Franklin Telegraph 
Company until its consolidation with the Insulated 
Lines Telegraph Company Не then took charge 
of the latter company’s ottice in New York, until 
1869, when he became general agent for Gamewell 
and Company, then proprietors of the American 
Fire and Police Telegraph. From that time up to 
the present he has continued in the business of 
furnishing municipalities with fire and police tele- 
graphs. In 1877, the Gamewell Fire Alarm Tele- 
graph Company was organized, and the business of 
Gamewell and Company was turned over toit. In 
1879, Mr. Stover was elected president of the 
company, which position he still retains. 


WILLIAM H. WOOLVERTON, 


President of the New York Transfer Company, 
commenced his career in telegraphy in the service 
of the Pennsylvania Railroad Company, at the age 
of 15; was located at several of the local stations 
on that wonderful line of railway which extended 
at that time from Philadelphia to Pittsburgh. The 
names of many prominent and successful business 
men of the present day figured as telegraph oper- 
ators at the same time with Mr. Woolverton, among 
them Andrew Carnegie, Robert Pitcairn, General 
Thomas T. Eckert, and David H. Bates. He left 
the telegraph service to engage in other pursuits ; 
was one of the first to see the great business out- 
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come of the telephone, and with other capitalists 
organized the first telephone company in the city 
of New York and Brooklyn; has been a member 
of the Board of Directors and of the Executive 
Committee of the present Metropolitan District 
Telephone and Telegraph Company, аѕ well 
as president of the Consolidated Telegraph and 
Electrical Subway Company, a company that 
has been for the last five years engaged in plac- 
ing all of the electrical telephone and telegraph 
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WILLIAM Н. WOOLVERTON. 


wires, and all the electrical lighting wires in the 
subways of the city of New York ; is now actively 
associated with other corporations either as a 
director or manager. Fora great many years has 
been the president of the New York Transfer Com- 
pany, one of the largest express companies of its 
kind in the world. Mr. Woolverton was born іп 
the state of Indiana, but has been a resident of the 
city of New York for some twenty years, 


JOHN BARTON SABINE, 


An old time telegrapher, was born November то, 
1846, in London, and when three or four years of 
age went with his father’s family to Utica, N. Y., . 
where he spent most of the next twenty years of his 
life. He attended the public school at Utica, 
graduating at the age of 15 from the Utica Free 
Academy. About this time at the suggestion of 
Mr. James D. Reid, who was then looking for tele- 
graph operators, he entered the students’ room of the 
New York, Albany and Buffalo Telegraph Com- 
pany, at Utica, N. Y., of which company Mr. Reid 
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JOHN BARTON SABINE. 


was superintendent. After three months practice he 
was sent to open the first telegraph office opened 
at Sharon Springs, N. Y. When the season 
closed he returned to Utica, and during the suc- 
ceeding five years was sent out from that point, 
which was then the headquarters of the company, 
to various places as relief operator, after which for 
a number of years he took night press report at 
Utica. After aseason inthe Western Union office 
at Saratoga, in October, 1876, Mr. Sabine came to 
this city and entered the service of the Western 
Union Telegraph Company. His course since 
that time is pretty well known to our readers. He 
worked for the New York Associated Press, and 
held many chief operatorships in the New York 
Western Union office. Не always had a taste for 
the law, and read a little in the office of Hon. 
Roscoe Conkling, while at Utica. When he was 
appointed night manager of the Atlantic and Pacific 
Telegraph Company’s office in New York, he com- 
menced a regular course at Columbia College, and 
for three years thereafter busied himself in the 
study of law in the day time, and attended to his 
telegraphic duties at night. He graduated from 
Columbia College Law School with the degree of 
LL.B., in 1882, and in September of that year 
passed the examination of the General Term of 
the Supreme Court, and was duly admitted to 
general practice. Mr. Sabine was one of the first 
to agitate the organization of a building association 
among telegraphers, and he with Messrs. E. F. 
Howell and D. B. Mitchell kept at it until a suffi- 
cient interest was aroused to incorporate the Serial 
Building Loan and Savings Institution, which is 
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one of the most successful and useful organizations 
ever organized by telegraphers. He has ever been 
an enthusiastic advocate of building associations, 
and has assisted in the organization of many 
throughout this locality, at present representing 
five different associations as attorney and counsel, 
He is now hard at work for an exchange for such 
associations, and says he is bound to organize one 
that will be a mainstay for good associations, if it 
takes ten years. He is ever interested in all that 
concerns telegraphers. 


S. P. PEABODY, 


Of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company, 
Columbus, Ohio, commenced his telegraphic career 
as messenger boy at Chillicothe, Ohio, depot, in 
1859, and while employed as messenger learned to 
pound brass. As soon as he was capable of work- 
ing an instrument an office was opened at the 
general offices of the old Marietta and Cincinnati 
Railroad, corner of Paint and Water streets, and 
he was put in charge of it with a paper instrument. 
He remained in this office until] early in 1861, when 
he was offered a position on the Ohio and Missis- 
sippi lines by superintendent of telegraph Temple, 
which he accepted, and remained on that road until 
he went into the United States Military Telegraph 
Corps, reporting to superintendent Samuel Bruch, 
at Edgefield, opposite Nashville, Tenn., early in 
1862. He stretched the first wire across the Cum- 
berland river, between the Suspension Bridge 
towers from Edgefield and Nashville, and opene 
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the Nashville office, being the first operator there 
after its evacuation by the Confederates. He 
afterwards stretched three additional wires between 
these towers and remained with General Buell’s 
army doing various kinds of service, when the lines 
were not їп operation, which was frequently the 
case. During one of these trips, when acting as 
bearer of dispatches from General Buell, he was 
captured at Mitchelville, on the Kentucky and 
Tennessee state line, by a portion of Morgan's 
command, but he managed to secure his release 
without losing his dispatches, and went on to 
Franklin, Ky., and forwarded them from there. 
Afterwards when General Buell was chasing Bragg 
to the Ohio river, Mr. Peabody, with a number of 
other operators, were ordered from Nashville to 
report to General Buell at Louisville. The entire 
party was captured by Captain Casey, at Spring- 
field, Tenn. Their horses were taken from them, 
and they walked from there to Owensboro, Ky., 
from there they made their way by steamboat to 
Louisville. As Captain Casey had taken the pre- 
caution to parole them, it was not thought safe for 
them to return south until after they had been ex- 
changed, and consequently, Mr. Peabody came 
north ; went to St. Louis to work for superintend- 
ent С. Т. Williams of the Missouri and Western 
lines, and from there was sent to St. Joseph in 
charge of an office, where he remained until after 
the war closed. Some time after this delightful 
event he was notified that he had been exchanged 
for some gentlemanly Confederate, who had been 
so unfortunate as to fall into the hands of the 
Union forces. From St. Joseph he drifted east, 
working for the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany in various positions for several years, until 
he finally left the telegraphic service and took up 
railroading, in which business he has been con- 
stantly engaged for many years. 


ALFRED GREELEY SAFFORD, 


Of Washington, D. C., was born at St. Albans, 
Vermont, August 17th, 1844. He entered the 
University of Vermont in 1859, and would have 
graduated from that institution in 1863, but after 
entering upon his senior year, left college and went 
into the military telegraph service as an operator ; 
he was stationed at different places in Washington, 
the Navy Yard, War Department, old “ DI” 
office, and in September, 1863, was ordered to 
South Carolina, where he was made chief operator 
of the Department of the South, in May, 1864. 
Returning north in the fall of that year, he was 
assigned to duty at the staff headquarters of 
General U. S. Grant, and remained there until 


after the surrender at Appomattox; he then re- 
signed and pending the acceptance of his resigna- 
tion he was assigned to duty with the 6th Army 
Corps and again at the War Department, finally 
leaving the service, July 17th, 1865. Mr. Safford 
has never been connected with any commercial 
telegraph company, his entire telegraph service 
having been as a member of the United States 
Military Telegraph Corps. Не commenced the 


study of the law immediately on his return from 
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ALFRED GREELEY SAFFORD, 


the army and was admitted to the bar of Vermont 
in 1867. He continued to reside in his native 
town, where he was known as an active, energetic 
and successful lawyer ; he removed to Washington 
in 1886, where he has since resided, having been 
since 1890, employed by the Inter-State Commerce 
Commission, in whose behalf he has tried many 
cases in the Supreme Court of the United States, 
and the various courts throughout the Union. 

While living in Vermont, he was quite promi- 
nently connected with the administration of the 
public schools, was a director of the South-eastern 
Railway of Canada, a director and treasurer of the 
Vermont and Canada Railroad Company, and was 
elected to the Vermont State Senate, in 1880, 
where he served on important committees, intro- 
ducing and promoting the passage of the bill 
creating a railroad commission in that state, which 
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at the next session became the present law; it was 
undoubtedly this acquaintance with the statutory 
regulation of railroads which prompted the Inter- 
State Commerce Commission to avail itself of his 
legal and railroad experience. He delivered an 
address before the Columbian Exposition at 
Chicago last year, upon the subject to which he 
has devoted so much of histime. Не married 
Frances Harriet, daughter of the Hon. Romeo H. 
Hoyt, of St. Albans, Vermont, December 7th, 
1869, and has two living children, Bessie, born 
April 30th, 1872, and Philip G., born April 27th, 
1875. The University of Vermont conferred the 
honorary degree of A. M., upon him in 1884. 


ARCH. WILSON, Jr., 


Superintendent of the Chesapeake and Potomac 
Telephone Company, Baltimore, Md., entered the 
service of the Magnetic Telegraph Company, at 
Baltimore, in 1858, as office boy. He learned to 
operate, and was given the first office at Princeton, 
N. J., in 1859. Не returned to Baltimore as 
operator, in 1860, and was promoted from time to 
time until the position of chief operator was 
reached. When the United States Telegraph 
Company opened in Baltimore, he was appointed 
manager of the Baltimore office, and remained 
with that company until its absorption by the 
Western Union Telegraph Company, апа then 
returned to the Baltimore office of the latter as 
chief operator. He remained in this capacity until 
1868, when he received the appointment of man- 
ager, which position was held until 1878, when he 


resigned to enter the telephone business, in which 
he has continued until now as superintendent о! 
the Maryland division of the Chesapeake and 
Potomac Telephone Company, with headquarters 
at Baltimore. | 


JOSEPH BARKER STEARNS, 


Inventor of the duplex system of telegraphy, was 
born in Weld, Franklin county, Me., February 28, 
1831. He learned telegraphy at Newburyport, 
Mass., where he became manager of the office. 
He was superintendent of the Fire Alarm tele- 
graph system, of Boston, Mass., from 1855 to 
1869. He was the first to take out a patent on 
the use of reversed currents in connection with 
fire alarm'signal systems. He then became presi- 
dent of the Franklin Telegraph Company, which 
position he held for two years, from 1869 to 1871. 
While he was president of the Franklin Company, 
he invented the first practical system of duplex 
telegraphy. The system was first successfully 
worked on the Franklin lines between New York 
and Boston. Not long after this he went to 
England, and successfully applied his duplex sys 
tem to the Atlantic cables. He sold rights under 
his duplex patents to the Western Union Tele- 
graph and the cable companies, and has for 
years received a large annual income from the 
cable companies for the use of his invention. He 
was vice-president of the Mexican and South 
American Cable Company, in 1882 and 1883. Mr. 
Stearns has a beautiful residence near Camden, 
Maine, where he now resides. 
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In Memoriam. 


Since the compilation of this work the following deaths are recorded: 
Dr. ММиллам Sytvanus Morris, died at Lynchburg, Va, December 20, 1893. 
Н. Е. Dooritrir, died at Lafayette, Ind., June 2, 1894. 
Јонх Е. Myers, died in New York city, July 2, 1894. 
W. Н. С. Harcrave, died in Philadelphia, Pa., September 12, 1894. 


Day К. Ѕмітн, died at Kansas City, Mo., September 14, 1894. 
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